
IISSUE 708 SEPT. 21, 2026

Find us Online:
www.montrosemirror.com
Please support our advertisers!

https://www.scottsprinting.com

https://www.ridgelinehomescolorado.com

www.montrosehealth.com

www.century21.com

https://cimarroncreekcommunity.com

h"ps//www.alpinebank.com

www.theHiddenlakecommunity.com

https://www.whiteyshomeimprovement.com

By Caitlin Switzer
MONTROSE-As the growing season winds down, the delicious taste of 
sweet corn will soon be a memory--unless you are Dave MacKenzie. 
MacKenzie is the inventor of the popular ultra-sweet strain Mirai. 
 A globe-troJng corn scienKst by profession, he was in Montrose last 
week and found Kme to share a corn science update with the Mirror. 
 Most corn contains 15 percent sugar. Depending on the variety, Mirai 
may contain anywhere  from 16 to 19 percent sugar.
Mirai debuted in Japan in 1995, and has been a popular staple at 
Montrose’s Honey Acre Farms for years.
  Mirai is also sKll popular in Japan, where the seed is owned and 
distributed by a company called Sanatech. In the U.S., Mirai has been 
sold commercially through  Illinois-based Seeds, Inc.
 Today, a new ultra sweet strain has been developed, owned by 
Meridian Seed Co and Harris Seeds, and MacKenzie himself  is now 
working in the tropics to develop hardy strains with high taste. His 
goal?
“When 20 percent sugar is ready in tropical corn, I’ll present that taste to global markets with deep purple 
husks to get repeat sales for the growers who plant it.”

Also, Will Montrose conKnue to get delicious corn? “Yes, for sure,” MacKenzie said.  

MONTROSE CORN SCIENTIST BRINGING NEW 
SWEET CORN TO THE WORLD

Church Directory!
Calendar of events!

Morgenthaler named 
MURA Dierctor p15

Medical Column By. Dr. 
KaKe Stephens, MD pg 62

Letters to the Editor
Regional News Briefs!

Local 
Photos!

Montrose County Public Health Director 
Jacqueline Davis. Screenshot.

  MONTROSE HAS HIGHEST WEST NILE RATE IN STATE

By Caitlin Switzer
MONTROSE-The Montrose Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) 
gathered for a regular meeKng on Wednesday, Sept. 16. All 
Commissioners were present.
 Following the Pledge of Allegiance and InvocaKon by Pastor Curt 
Mudge" of Cedar Creek Church, BOCC Chair KirsKn Copeland welcomed 
all to the meeKng and announced the swearing in of newly-appointed 
Commissioner Caryn Gibson.
INVOCATION
Mudge" thanked God for recent moisture, and expressed thanks for 
significant progress on wildland fire miKgaKon and for those who have 
worked on fire miKgaKon and who have lost their lives. He also asked 
for guidance, clarity, and for a sense of harmony to characterize the 
meeKng. “...we also pray for our county that we would be an exemplary 
place for people to live, work, and raise their families...” Cont. pg 12

     Montrose Corn ScienKst Dave MacKenzie.

https://www.meridianseeds.com/
https://www.harrisseeds.com/pages/welcome-back-to-our-roots
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MIRROR CLASSIFIED ADS

SPECIAL EVENTS
PRIVATE MUSIC LESSONS
Lane Anderson 
Classically trained in New York-
Multi Instrumentalist
tromhorn@yahoo.com 
970 596 2149 

javascript:parent.OpenNewWindow('/Mondo/lang/sys/Forms/MAI/compose.aspx?MsgTo=tromhorn%40yahoo.com&MsgSubject=&MsgCc=&MsgBcc=&MsgBody=',600,500)


3 of 84Sunday, September 20, 2026THE MONTROSE MIRROR

www.montroseassociationofrealtors.com



4 of 84Sunday, September 20, 2026THE MONTROSE MIRROR

RULES FOR PUBLISHING
Dear Readers:
We appreciate your letters! We like reading and hearing 
opinions from all perspectives. We are sharing herewith 
our updated guidelines:
In the past we have had one rule, to be implemented at the 
editor’s discretion. We are now including two more 
suggested “Rules” for letter writers.
RULE 1. The Dead Horse Rule has been in place from the 
start of the Mirror. This is somewhat self-explanatory, but 
there are times when something has been said so many 
times it can run afoul of the “Dead Horse Rule,” in which 
case we will inform the writer. This rule now  includes 
requests to re-print letters that have already run.
RULE 2. While there are always exceptions, a letter can 
often say what needs to be said in one page or less. Our 
pages are 8.5 X 11, we use a 10 pt Calibri font; letters that 
are roughly 800 words fit well within this suggested 
guideline.
RULE 3. Please limit repetitive mud-slinging to avoid 
bumping up against Rule 1.  Also, in the case of those 
writing to intentionally discredit a public official or 
candidate for public office, please provide a link to the 
source of your allegation if possible. Unsourced, 
unproven allegations are not credible, and could in fact be 
untruths. Finally, opinions expressed in letters and 
commentary are those of the authors themselves, and do 
not reflect the views of the Montrose Mirror or editorial 
staff.
Thank you,
Caitlin Switzer, 
Montrose Mirror Editor
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS

ROAD CLOSURE SCHEDULED ON 6400 ROAD BEGINNING SEPT. 28
Special to the MIrror
MONTROSE– Montrose County Public Works will implement a road closure on 6400 Road between Orange Road and Ranger 
Road for a bridge reconstruction beginning September 28. For more information, please contact Mike Hindson at 970-964-2448 or 
Rich Rivera at 970-252-7009.
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REGIONAL NEW BRIEFS
MONTROSE COUNTY APPROVES FUNDING FOR WEST END FAMILY LINK
Special to the Mirror
MONTROSE– The Montrose County Board of County Commissioners voted during a special meeKng in Nucla on Thursday, September 17, to 
provide $75,000 in one-Kme funding to the West End Family Link Center.
 Based in Nucla, West End Family Link has served the area since 1993 and provides free services to residents in the West End and surrounding 
communiKes. Services include food assistance, senior food boxes, the BackPacks for Kids program, uKlity assistance and help connecKng 
people with other resources.
 West End Family Link asked the County for assistance with an immediate funding shorjall. Aker considering the request during the special 
meeKng, commissioners approved the funding to help cover the immediate gap while the organizaKon works to find other funding.
The $75,000 is a one-Kme allocaKon from the Board intended to help West End Family Link get back on its feet while it works to idenKfy and 
pursue other funding sources. 
For addiKonal informaKon about the West End Family Link, visit them online at h"ps://westendflc.org/.

MONTROSE-Montrose County is pleased to announce that on September 16, 
2026, the Honorable D. Cory Jackson officially administered the oath of office 
to Caryn Gibson, who was sworn in as the new Montrose County District 2 
Commissioner.
Commissioner Gibson joins the Board of County Commissioners in this 
important role and will serve the residents of District 2 while working 
alongside her fellow commissioners and County staff to support the conKnued 
strength, growth, and well-being of Montrose County.
Montrose County welcomes Commissioner Gibson to the Board and looks 
forward to her service to the community. Please join us in congratulaKng 
Commissioner Gibson and wishing her the very best as she begins this new 
chapter of public service.

CARYN GIBSON SWORN IN 
AS NEW DISTRICT II COMMISSIONER

https://westendflc.org/
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https://alpine-view-ogden-rd-montrose-co.rmax.com
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MIRROR IMAGES: OUT & ABOUT

At lek, photo by Linda Davis shows water where normally there is none. Above, photo 
by Harry Switzer of Railroad crews working on the track between West Main and South 
Third Street.
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OATH OF OFFICE
Judge Cory Jackson delivered the Oath of Office to Gibson, which was followed by photos and a 20-minute recess.
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD
Greg Stunder addressed an item on the agenda (Coal Creek Estates III Preliminary Plan [MA25-016]), arguing that a finding was not correct. “...I 
urge you today to make the finding of act set forth in my Exhibit C...”
 Elisa Mckee addressed the same issue and urged commissioners to abide by the  Master Plan.
 William Hammer spoke about his a"empts over Kme to report a junk problem on the Nancy Way, a situaKon that began before the county 
implemented a junk ordinance. In 2015 the County did create a junk ordinance, which was not enforced due to a lack of code enforcement. In 
2023, a more robust ordinance was passed. SKll, aker years of Hammer acKvely pursuing enforcement, the property conKnues to be far from 
compliance, he noted. “I am concerned that it will take yet another year for the county to address this property...”
 Sco" Riba thanked Sheriff Gene Lillard, Police Chief Blaine Hall, and Fire Chief Tad Rowan for their coordinaKon with the 911 Memorial 
Ceremony on Sept.11. “It was a great ceremony and we can never forget 911...”
 Riba also asked Commissioners to remove items that have expenditures from the Consent Agenda so that those can be discussed in public 
meeKngs. 
COUNTY MANAGER
County Manager Joe Kerby asked that the order of two items be swapped (moving Item G- to follow item G-2) and removed an ExecuKve 
Session for legal advice regarding a prohibiKon of the introducKon of nonnaKve wildlife species into Montrose County.
CONSENT AGENDA
Consent Agenda items were approved.
MONTROSE COUNTY LOCAL LIQUOR LICENSING AUTHORITY
The Board lek regular session to convene as the Montrose County Local Liquor Licensing Authority, where they approved a Special Events 
Permit for Magic Circle Players, at the South River Farm, 18106 Woodgate Road.  
MONTROSE COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH
The Board then convened as the Montrose County Board of Health to hear from Public Health Director Jackie Davis, who delivered the 
Quarterly Update and Review.
Davis said that Montrose County has had two deaths from West Nile Virus, currently has 15 cases, and has the highest rate of West Nile Virus 
in the State of Colorado. She discussed specifics of the disease.
 Davis announced there will be drive through shot clinics this year at the Event Center, at Oathe, and in the West End.
GENERAL BUSINESS AND ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS
Commissioners voted to approve ResoluKon 34 - 2026, to approve the 1st supplemental appropriaKon to the Budget for Fiscal Year Ending, 
December 31, 2026.
PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT GENERAL BUSINESS
The BOCC approved the Sunshine Road Minor Subdivision [MI26-014] Proposal to divide 35.12 acres into three lots at Parcel 399311404002 
based on the findings of fact listed in paragraph 3 of the staff report.
The BOCC considered the Coal Creek Estates III Preliminary Plan [MA25-016] proposal to divide 25.94 acres into 12 lots at Parcel 
376504200006. Planner Kim Ficco noted that Commissioners have had comments from the public on the proposal, and she discussed how it 
relates to the Master Plan. 
 Applicant Nick Barre" spoke. The land has been a subdivision that was approved over 20 years ago, he said, and discussed the work that has 
taken place. “...All the infrastructure has been there for a very long Kme...”
 Greg Stunder said that he lives next to the property and has supported agriculture as a neighbor.
 The Board conKnued the ma"er unKl Oct 7 at 9am and reopened public comment.
EXECUTIVE SESSIONS
The Board entered ExecuKve Session to:
-meet with the County A"orney, County Manager, and Public Works representaKves in ExecuKve Session pursuant to C.R.S. 24-6-402(4)(b) for 
legal advice regarding Kinikin Road and surrounding properKes; and;
-meet with the County A"orney and County Manager in ExecuKve Session pursuant to C.R.S. 24-6-402(4)(b) for legal advice regarding entering 
into a nondisclosure and confidenKality agreement prior to reviewing documents related to a partnership between Montrose Regional Health 
and Community Hospital.
 Following the ExecuKve Sessions, County A"orney Julie Andress said that no acKon was taken during the first ExecuKve Session. With regard 
to the second ExecuKve Session, the County would like to review documents, and the non-disclosure and confidenKality agreement pertains to 
that goal. Commissioners voted to enter into a Nondisclosure and ConfidenKality Agreement with Montrose Regional Health and Community 
Hospital related to review of documents pertaining to the formaKon of a partnership between Montrose Regional Health and Community 
Hospital.
 With no further business the meeKng was adjourned.

  MONTROSE HAS HIGHEST WEST NILE RATE IN STATE From pg 1
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Special to the Mirror
MONTROSE-NavigaKng healthcare can feel overwhelming, 
especially when paKents and families are facing important 
decisions, unfamiliar informaKon, or changing care needs. 
Montrose Regional Health’s (MRH) PaKent Care Advocate 
serves as a liaison among paKents, families, and healthcare 
providers to support clear communicaKon, coordinated 
care, and Kmely follow-up. The advocate can also help 
paKents and caregivers be"er understand care plans and 
treatment opKons, prepare for important conversaKons and 
decisions, and ensure quesKons or concerns are heard and 
addressed.
During this presentaKon, Jonna Houge, MRH PaKent Care 
Advocate, will explain how the program supports paKents 
and families throughout their healthcare journey. She will 
also introduce MRH’s PaKent and Family Advisory Council 
(PFAC), a group of paKents, family members, and care 
partners who provide feedback to help improve the paKent 
experience. A"endees will learn more about the council and 
how they can become involved as PFAC volunteers.

PATIENT ADVOCACY AND THE PATIENT AND FAMILY 
ADVISORY COUNCIL (PFAC)

Wednesday, Sept. 23, 8:-9AM
Colorado Mesa University-Montrose Cascade Hall

REGIONAL NEW BRIEFS

Special to the Mirror
MONTROSE– The Montrose County Board of County 
Commissioners voted during a special meeting Thursday, 
September 17, to provide $75,000 in one-time funding to 
the West End Family Link Center.
 Based in Nucla, West End Family Link has served the 
area since 1993 and provides free services to residents in 
the West End and surrounding communities. Services 
include food assistance, senior food boxes, the BackPacks 
for Kids program, utility assistance and help connecting 
people with other resources.
 West End Family Link asked the County for assistance 
with an immediate funding shortfall. After considering the 
request during the special meeting, commissioners 
approved the funding to help cover the immediate gap 
while the organization works to find other funding.
 The $75,000 is a one-time allocation from the Board 
intended to help West End Family Link get back on its feet 
while it works to identify and pursue other funding sources. 
 For additional information about the West End Family 
Link, visit them online at https://westendflc.org/.

MONTROSE COUNTY APPROVES ONE-TIME 
FUNDING FOR WEST END FAMILY LINK

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwestendflc.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwcGRvZgFleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFCQnR5MVVHc3JFMDZUanMxc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHtnEwuenGFg5kUnmEQYHcG73ppF-qOSaFUu3mqLdQ2gBDt5IeIjF-sOanVNA_aem_pMiNosoD_JzOelLhc3XQLg&h=AUAe0t8JSdELeSyKZbutcLUMfx5gb5KGG3Ug5nBcE2XHTsDcQtFsZLLs6JQRQ2S-2GxxiPS57eQ43GjydRD_x7pXeuTd45INJp6fbzrO5epAcaAbEzIGGqBB1fcEguCXluXdeBTYMQIkfn1d&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AUDw3UUnA5RqwwGJcJzVQ-VdBWaecCr73Bvrz67Sb3NdezUveKQU5v7TngY2ktYqnuE-z3ksZERpA2q_12XZFEwl5Uoo3zToZAIHuBeSHlFPcELlfe94smq6kJd2M29MAVThkF99lG7X2nZkb_GiJEk9ubGMFeetOYHGDIaLIkBv2QDrGEVn3kvhfzl0AwpCzdHnLnUJmeFUqj7D90jDsI_XxACaeA
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MORGENTHALER ACCEPTS APPOINTMENT 
AS MURA EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

By Caitlin Switzer
MONTROSE-With one seat open, the Montrose 
City Council convened for a regular Council 
meeKng on Tuesday, Sept. 16. All four 
councilors were present; also present on the 
dais was Interim City Manager Ann 
Morgenthaler.
 Mayor Michael Badagliacco called the meeKng 
to order and opened the floor to public 
comment.
CALL FOR PUBLIC COMMENT
Sco" Riba spoke about the 911 Memorial 
Ceremony at Demoret Park, and thanked the 
city, Interim City Manager Ann  Morgenthaler, 
Special events, Streets, and Police, as well as 
County Sheriff Gene Lillard and several local 
businesses. “...It was a tremendous effort on 
everyone’s part.”
 “It was an incredible ceremony,” Mayor 
Badagliacco said.
 Ma" Goldasich spoke of his concerns regarding 
minor subdivisions and the HUB Apartment 
Complex. He asked that feathering and 
buffering be restored to the municipal code, 
and that growth pay its own way. He also asked 
that the City consider traffic studies and uphold 
comprehensive plan standards. “Apartments 
west of the River don’t make sense.”
 John Brown thanked the city and those 
involved in the 911 Memorial Ceremony. “It 
was just really a fantasKc ceremony...this is the 
largest group gathering of ciKzens displaying 
the American Flag in unison...”
 Cliff Faurer read  a prepared statement, 
reminding Mayor Badagliacco that he won by 
31 votes, not a majority. He discussed the 
makeup of council, noKng that Council is 
predominantly white and male. He asked that 
the District Four Vacancy and City Manager 
posiKon be filled with qualified female 
candidates based on merit. “We ask for and 
deserve to have the leadership of our city 
government be a  representaKve snapshot of 
the people who live in Montrose.”
 Jason Conant spoke of his observaKons at 
council meeKngs, and thanked Council for 
doing what they said they would do and were 
voted in to do. He asked that the City Manager 
not have complete control. “The City Council 
are voted members into office, we elect them, 
they should have some say, especially when it 
comes to financials...”
 Ron Henderson spoke, noKng that a vote has 

no gender, and  that it doesn’t ma"er how 
many votes a winning candidate wins by.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Council voted to approve the minutes of the 
August 26, 2026, special City Council
meeKng and the September 1, 2026, regular City 
Council meeKng.
RATIFICATION OF SEPARATION AGREEMENT
Council raKfied the SeparaKon Agreement 
between the City of Montrose and former 
Manager William Bell.
INTERIM CITY MANAGER AGREEMENT
Council voted to approve the Interim City 
Manager Agreement between the City of 
Montrose and Ann Morgenthaler. 
 “...I am excited to serve our community the 
best I can,” Morgenthaler said.
MONTROSE URBAN RENEWAL AUTHORITY 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR APPOINTMENT
Also approved was the appointment of Ann 
Morgenthaler as Montrose Urban Renewal 
Authority ExecuKve Director.
ROTARY PARK PUMP HOUSE REPLACEMENT 
PROJECT
Council voted to approve a contract with FCI 
Constructors, Inc. in the amount of $514,011 for 
the Rotary Park Pump House Replacement 
Project.
RESOLUTION 2026-14
ResoluKon 2026-14 was approved, authorizing 
the filing of a Colorado Parks and Wildlife Non-
Motorized Trail - Planning and Design grant 
applicaKon for the Montrose Audubon in the 
amount up to $45,000.
AUTHORIZATION OF EXPENDITURES FOR 
CREATING RESILIENT FORESTS IN COLORADO 
GRANT
Expenditures up to $329,723 for 
implementaKon of the 2023 CreaKng Resilient 
Forests in Colorado project awarded to the City 
of Montrose were approved.
RESOLUTION 2026-15
ResoluKon 2026-15, authorizing the filing of a 
Colorado State Forest Service Forest RestoraKon 
and Wildfire Risk MiKgaKon grant applicaKon for 
Buckhorn Lakes in the amount up to $516,033, 
was approved.
QUASI-JUDICIAL ITEMS
LOCUST ROAD ADDITION ANNEXATION 
HEARING
A hearing was held on the annexaKon of the 
Locust Road AddiKon.
Council approved:

ResoluKon 2026-13, Findings of Fact for the 
Locust Road AddiKon AnnexaKon;
Ordinance No. 2731, Locust Road AddiKon 
AnnexaKon; and
Ordinance 2732, Locust Road AddiKon Zoning 
DesignaKon; zoning the Locust Road AddiKon as 
an R-2, Low Density District.
STAR COURT LOT 8 TOWNHOMES SUBDIVISION 
PRELIMINARY PLAT
Aker accepKng public comment, Council 
approved the Star Court Lot 8 Townhomes 
Subdivision Preliminary Plat.
 Mayor Badagliacco recused himself from the 
next two items.
CHELSI LANE & TOWNHOMES AMENDED 
PRELIMINARY PD PLAN
With one abstenKon, Council voted to approve 
the Chelsi Lane & Townhomes Amended 
Preliminary PD Plan expressly condiKoned upon 
City staff ensuring that all policies, regulaKons, 
ordinance, and Municipal Code provisions are 
met and that the Applicant adequately 
addresses all of staff's concerns prior to 
execuKon of the Final Plat.
CHELSI LANE & TOWNHOMES AMENDED 
PRELIMINARY PLAT
With one abstenKon, Council voted to approve 
the Chelsi Lane & Townhomes Amended 
Preliminary Plat expressly condiKoned upon City 
staff ensuring that all policies, regulaKons, 
ordinance and Municipal Code provisions are 
met and that the Applicant adequately 
addresses all of staff's concerns prior to 
execuKon of the Final Plat.
STAFF REPORTS
Sales Tax Manager Leeanne Whi"aker delivered 
the Sales, Use & Excise tax Report, by collecKons 
and by area.
 City Engineer Sco" Murphy gave a construcKon 
report. The CIP Sewer Project kicked off this 
week. The Hillcrest sidewalk is well underway, 
with concrete starKng next.
 Mayor Badagliacco said that it has been a 
pleasure to work with Interim City Manager Ann 
Morgenthaler, and thanked City A"orney Chris 
Dowsey for his work despite being on FMLA. 
 Badagliacco said that the applicaKon for the 
District Four Seat is currently open. He thanked 
Councilor J. David Reed for his efforts to find 
common ground and for working on  a Joint 
Statement.
 Reed also spoke of the importance of presenKng a 
united front and working together despite any 
disagreements. The meeKng was adjourned.

 
 

https://montroseco.portal.civicclerk.com/event/954/files/attachment/5374
https://montroseco.portal.civicclerk.com/event/954/files/attachment/5374
https://montroseco.portal.civicclerk.com/event/954/files/attachment/5373
https://montroseco.portal.civicclerk.com/event/954/files/attachment/5375
https://montroseco.portal.civicclerk.com/event/954/files/attachment/5361
https://montroseco.portal.civicclerk.com/event/954/files/attachment/5363
https://montroseco.portal.civicclerk.com/event/954/files/attachment/5369
https://montroseco.portal.civicclerk.com/event/954/files/attachment/5369
https://montroseco.portal.civicclerk.com/event/954/files/attachment/5368
https://montroseco.portal.civicclerk.com/event/954/files/attachment/5368
https://montroseco.portal.civicclerk.com/event/954/files/attachment/5365
https://montroseco.portal.civicclerk.com/event/954/files/attachment/5365
https://montroseco.portal.civicclerk.com/event/954/files/attachment/5367
https://montroseco.portal.civicclerk.com/event/954/files/attachment/5367
https://montroseco.portal.civicclerk.com/event/954/files/attachment/5340
https://montroseco.portal.civicclerk.com/event/954/files/attachment/5334
https://montroseco.portal.civicclerk.com/event/954/files/attachment/5334
https://montroseco.portal.civicclerk.com/event/954/files/attachment/5366
https://montroseco.portal.civicclerk.com/event/954/files/attachment/5366
https://montroseco.portal.civicclerk.com/event/954/files/attachment/5341
https://montroseco.portal.civicclerk.com/event/954/files/attachment/5341
https://montroseco.portal.civicclerk.com/event/954/files/attachment/5348
https://montroseco.portal.civicclerk.com/event/954/files/attachment/5348
https://montroseco.portal.civicclerk.com/event/954/files/attachment/5370
https://montroseco.portal.civicclerk.com/event/954/files/attachment/5371
https://montroseco.portal.civicclerk.com/event/954/files/attachment/5372
https://montroseco.portal.civicclerk.com/event/954/files/attachment/5353
https://montroseco.portal.civicclerk.com/event/954/files/attachment/5353
https://montroseco.portal.civicclerk.com/event/954/files/attachment/5355
https://montroseco.portal.civicclerk.com/event/954/files/attachment/5355
https://montroseco.portal.civicclerk.com/event/954/files/attachment/5356
https://montroseco.portal.civicclerk.com/event/954/files/attachment/5356
https://montroseco.portal.civicclerk.com/event/954/files/attachment/5351
https://montroseco.portal.civicclerk.com/event/954/files/attachment/5352
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Special to the Mirror
MONTROSE —  Montrose County School District 
schools conKnued to strengthen performance in 
Colorado’s preliminary 2026 state accountability 
raKngs, with eight schools earning Performance, 
the state’s highest designaKon under the regular 
School Performance Framework, and three 
schools advancing to higher raKngs. 
Eight of MCSD’s 11 schools evaluated under the 
regular School Performance Framework earned 
Performance: Co"onwood Elementary, Northside 
Elementary, Oak Grove Elementary, Olathe 
Elementary, Centennial Middle School, Montrose 
High School, Olathe Middle/High School and Peak 
Virtual Academy. The remaining three, Columbine 
Middle School, Johnson Elementary and Pomona 
Elementary, earned Improvement.
Northside Elementary advanced from Improvement to Performance, increasing its framework score from 47.6 to 53 points. Johnson 
Elementary moved from Priority Improvement to Improvement, climbing nearly 10 points from 34 to 43.8.
 
Black Canyon High School also advanced from AEC: Turnaround status to AEC: Improvement with a framework score of 51.6. Black Canyon is 
evaluated under Colorado’s AlternaKve EducaKon Campus School Performance Framework.
Several schools made substanKal gains while remaining in Performance. Oak Grove Elementary posted an 18.7-point increase, climbing from 
53.8 in 2025 to 72.5 in 2026. Co"onwood Elementary increased 6.4 points to 80.3, while Peak Virtual Academy increased 6.1 points to 75.8.
MCSD’s overall District Performance Framework score also increased 2.1 points, from 51.2 in 2025 to 53.3 in 2026.
“These results show meaningful progress across our district,” said Dr. Jessica Kalb, AcKng Superintendent and ExecuKve Director of Academic 
Services. “We have schools reaching the state’s highest performance designaKon, schools taking important steps forward and schools that 
were already performing well conKnuing to improve. That progress reflects the hard work of our students and the educators, staff and families 
who support them. We are proud of the momentum and know there is more work ahead.” 
See How Your Student’s School Performed:
MCSD has launched an online School Performance Overview to make performance informaKon easier for families and community members to 
access and understand. The page includes school-by-school raKngs, framework scores and mulK-year trends, providing a fuller picture of 
progress and opportuniKes for conKnued growth.

Explore MCSD’s School Performance Overview:

h"p://www.mcsd.org/academics/school-performance-overview

REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS

MCSD SCHOOLS STRENGTHEN PERFORMANCE 

Olathe Middle and High School staff celebrate the school’s status as a Performance School. during 
an all-school assembly earlier this week. COURTSY PHOTO.

http://www.mcsd.org/academics/school-performance-overview
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GET THE FACTS: DITCH 
THE FEAR MONGERING!

November 3, 2026 is fast approaching. And you will be asked to 
make a decision concerning the proposed Charter Amendments 
passed by city council.   Look for your ballot the week of Oct 5th.
 There appears to be concerted effort to characterize the 
proposed charter amendments on the ballot as something they 
are not.  AddiKonally, they imply that by voKng Yes on the 
amendments, you are voKng to eliminate “Trust”, “Honesty” and 
“Accountability”, they don’t!
 The Amendments are straight forward. 
 Moving the elecKons from April to November Increases Voter 
ParKcipaKon and reduces taxpayer costs and ads ballo"rax 
noKficaKons.  
 Yes, there is a one-Kme extension of seven months for everyone 
currently on council in order to accommodate the change.
 Term Limits is self-explanatory, it provides a limit of eight years 
(lifeKme maximum) for all city councilors, including those 
currently siJng on council once their current term ends if they 
have hit the eight years. 

 The amendments asking for the Chief of Police and City Clerk to 
allow for the Council to approve the hiring and firing simply 
does that.  Both allow council to approve any hiring and 
discharge for those positions.
 Neither gives council authority to direct the day to day of 
the Chief or Clerk or their staff.  It is expressly limited to 
approval of the hire or release of either position based on 
the city manager’s pool of candidates. 
 The campaign painting the amendments as anything more 
than straight forward is disingenuous at best.  If you want to 
vote yes or no, that is your right.  Of course I support them 
all. 
I only ask that you get the facts and ditch the fear 
mongering.  
Thank you, 
Michael J. Badagliacco, “MJB” 
Mayor, Montrose, CO

https://www.cityofmontrose.org/DocumentCenter/View/55126/2026-Proposed-City-Charter-Amendments
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Special to the Mirror
MONTROSE— ApplicaKons are being accepted for a vacancy in the District IV City Council seat. The deadline to submit an applicaKon is 6 p.m. 
on Wednesday, September 23, 2026.  
Councilor Dave Frank resigned from the District IV seat on September 7. As set forth by the City Charter, the City Council will formally vote to 
appoint a replacement within 30 days. 
Anyone interested in filling the vacancy is asked to fill out an applicaKon and submit a le"er of interest to the City Council. The council will 
interview potenKal candidates during the Monday, October 5, work session and hold a formal vote to appoint a new councilor during the 
council’s regular meeKng on Tuesday, October 6. 
To be eligible for appointment, applicants must be a resident of District IV for at least 12 consecuKve months preceding the date of 
appointment and must be eligible to register to vote.
Visit CityofMontrose.org/CityCouncil to get more details and to complete an applicaKon. For more informaKon, call 970.240.1422, email the 

City Clerk’s office at cityclerk@ci.montrose.co.us, or visit City Hall at 400 East Main Street.  

REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS

APPLICATIONS SOUGHT FOR COUNCIL VACANCY  

http://www.cityofmontrose.org/CityCouncil
tel:(970)%20240-1422
mailto:cityclerk@ci.montrose.co.us
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Special to the Mirror
MONTROSE-Matt Miles announced last week that ground has 
broken on the HUB at Montrose Crossing on Cobble Drive, 
across from the Cobble Creek golf course. Construction is 
underway and will be completed in 24 months, with lease-up 
beginning at Month 20, Miles said. The project is being 
developed by Matt and Marci Miles and NE Development of 
Lewisville, TX. NE Construction is serving as General Contractor 
and NE Management will manage the completed community.
 The high-end 160-unit apartment project features one and two 
bedroom units with garages, and amenities--swimming pool and 
spa, meeting rooms and exercise rooms, large and small dog 
parks along with a pet spa, bike lockers and storage, as well as 
beautiful views of the San Juans, exquisite landscaping and hard 
scaping. 
The project  is targeted to meet overwhelming market demand.
“This is housing,” Miles said. “We are creating housing for 
people who are mis-housed, for the person who wants a low-maintenance quality environment, for people who are looking  to sell 
their larger home and move to a smaller place with less maintenance required.
“It really is a nice project.”

HUB AT MONTROSE CROSSING BREAKS GROUND
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LET THE VOTERS HAVE THEIR SAY
Editor:
I’m noKcing more and more signs around town urging voters to reject the four proposed Montrose City Charter amendments. I believe the 
be"er approach is for ciKzens to look carefully at what each amendment would actually do and then make their own decision.
One issue concerns the Kming of city elecKons. For more than 20 years, Montrose has held its city elecKons in the spring. Spring elecKons 
tradiKonally draw considerably fewer voters than November elecKons. When fewer ciKzens parKcipate, a smaller porKon of the community 
determines who represents everyone.
Moving city elecKons to November would give more ciKzens an opportunity to parKcipate in choosing their local representaKves. More 
parKcipaKon means that the people making those decisions would represent a broader cross-secKon of Montrose voters.
Another proposed change concerns term limits. Montrose is a growing community, and reasonable term limits could provide opportuniKes for 
addiKonal ciKzens to serve on the city council and bring different experiences and ideas to city government. Term limits already exist for 
certain elected offices at other levels of government, so the quesKon for Montrose voters is whether similar limits should apply to city council 
service.
The remaining proposed amendments concern the relaKonship between the city council and certain city officials, including the city clerk and 
chief of police. As I understand the proposals, the issue is whether the council should have an advisory role regarding those posiKons. Voters 
should examine the exact charter language and determine what authority the amendments would actually provide.
There has also been considerable discussion about parKsanship surrounding these issues. Local government should be about the community 
and how its government operates, rather than about whether someone has an “R,” a “D,” or a “U” next to their name. People can have strong 

opinions about local government while sKll disagreeing with 
one another.

That disagreement is part of having a democracy.
The phrase “We the People” is found at the beginning of the 
United States ConsKtuKon. Those words are a reminder that 
government ulKmately derives its authority from the people.
So let the people of Montrose examine these four proposed 
charter amendments, understand what each one would 
change, listen to the arguments on both sides, and parKcipate 
in the decision.
Whatever your posiKon, make your voice heard and exercise 
your right to vote.
John Brown
Montrose 

OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS

Editor
Montrose, Colorado is the perfect place to live. Sweeping views, access to the outdoors, and a thriving community with all the right ameniKes 
less that big city feel. Some might even say if you’re lucky enough to call Montrose home, you’re lucky enough. And yet, the divisive storm of 
local poliKcs now poses a very real threat to the beauty of the system that makes Montrose so special.
 Your quality of life is at stake. Assuming the quality of life in Montrose is a serendipitous or coincidental occurrence is an easy oversight. One 
might believe that the charm of Main Street or the easy stroll along the river came together naturally or that when you enjoy a beer at the 
amphitheatre or watch your grandkids play soccer on a well maintained field, your experience wasn’t curated. The truth is that for the last 
fikeen years, the quality of life in Montrose has been woven together with expert precision.The great ameniKes like the amphitheatre, the rec 
center, the river development, and the business mix, along with the invisible services like law enforcement, trash, street maintenance, and city 
planning have all been stewarded toward the mission of increasing your quality of life. 
 OperaKng a city, casKng vision, and a"racKng catalyKc investments like what has occurred in Montrose takes exemplary leadership. It takes 
the kind of leadership that can move hearts and minds toward a greater vision, the type of leadership that brings people of all walks together, 
rather than tearing them apart. The kind of leadership Montrose has recently lost. 
 My friends, parKsan poliKcs have no place in local government. Potholes and crime do not follow party lines. NaKonal rhetoric spilling into the 
decisions that are made on a local level is dangerous. When someone loses an elecKon and blames an elecKon system that has operated with 
integrity for decades draws a"enKon and resources away from where they are truly needed.  When people act out of racism, prejudice, and 
lack of human decency rather than the greater good, the whole system is at stake. When local government is free of parKsan poliKcs, its 
leaders can focus on the true issues facing the community rather than their own poliKcal interests. 
 If you are a resident of the City of Montrose, the Kme to act is now. Apathy is the dangerous enemy among us and exercising your right to 
vote and taking an interest in the leadership of your community is the anecdote. 
 Vote no on the City Charter amendments to give City Council more authority over the Police Chief and City Clerk. Support or become City 
Council and County Commissioner candidates who do not run on a poliKcal agenda, but rather on the desire to serve their community and 
contribute to civility.  And finally, be cauKous of lifeKme poliKcians who are appointed into leadership posiKons. The decisions you make today 
will determine the Montrose you leave future generaKons.  
Chelsea Rosty, Parker

YOUR QUALITY OF LIFE IS AT STAKE

Editor:
I am wriKng to express my strong support for Celeste Landry in her campaign for Colorado Secretary of State. You may not have heard of her, 
yet, because she is a Colorado Forward candidate. With over 50% of voters in Colorado neither Republican or Democrat, it is Kme we include 
Unaffiliated and other party candidates in our mainstream media and in debates.
 Celeste has spent years working in the weeds, focused on the right to vote, be"er representaKon and elecKon integrity. In a Kme when trust 
in our elecKons is more important than ever, Celeste brings the integrity, transparency, and dedicaKon that Coloradans deserve.
 Her commitment to protecKng every voter’s right—regardless of poliKcal affiliaKon—reflects the nonparKsan spirit this office should embody. 
 With Celeste Landry as Colorado’s Secretary of State, we can be sure that every voice is heard and every vote is counted. I encourage my 
fellow Coloradans to learn more about her vision and join me in supporKng her candidacy. Please visit her website at h"ps://
www.celeste4sos.com/   and vote for her November 3.
 Sincerely,
 Janine Reid, Hotchkiss, CO 

VOTE CELESTE LANDRY FOR SECRETARY OF STATE

https://campaign-statistics.com/link_click/v2QAKg-9gg2XXZ-4Gj9VJ/c6340ee74cec26de2ff3efad2cdb25bb
https://campaign-statistics.com/link_click/v2QAKg-9gg2XXZ-4Gj9VJ/c6340ee74cec26de2ff3efad2cdb25bb
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS

Editor of the Montrose Mirror, 
City Charter amendments play a crucial role in shaping the governance of local communiKes. Amendments to the City Charter change the 
system of governance. 
 A city charter occupies a unique posiKon in the hierarchy of local governance. Ordinary ordinances—laws passed by city councils in regular 
sessions—can address zoning, parking regulaKons, or noise restricKons. Charter amendments operate at a higher level, establishing the 
structure of government itself.  
 When ciKzens are included from the beginning in proposing amendments to the City Charter, there is greater public understanding, which 
boosts trust in local government and the legiKmacy of the ulKmate decisions. 
 In the arKcle “LETTERS DESERVE ANSWERS, NOT LABELS” printed in the September 14th issue of the Montrose Mirror, Mayor Badagliacco 
offers “Public meeKngs on the proposals were held July 29, August 3, August 4, and August 18” as a claim that public engagement occurred in 
proposing amendments to the City Charter. 
 On the dates listed by the mayor, the following took place: 
July 29 Special City Council on Proposed Charter Changes 
August 03 City Council Work Session
August 04 City Council meeKng 
August 18 City Council meeKng 
 Members of the Montrose community who parKcipate in City Council sessions know that the public is limited to 3 minutes of public 
comment. Response from a member of the City Council to the public comment occurs infrequently. 
 Do 3 minutes of non-interacKve public comment qualify as public engagement? The ciKzens of Montrose were excluded from acKve 
parKcipaKon in proposing amendments to the City Charter.
 Excluding ciKzens from proposing city charter amendments creates a system where only the local government controls its foundaKonal rules.
 Public trust in local leadership drops when ciKzens feel locked out of fundamental governance processes.
Neonila Martyniuk

PUBLIC TRUST IN LOCAL LEADERSHIP 
DROPS WHEN CITIZENS FEEL LOCKED OUT

TOXIC WORK ENVIRONMENT
Editor:
That is what has been created over the past several months by three of our City Councilors (Badagliacco, Ulibarri, and Woodden) since their 
elecKon in April.  They have been on a crusade to place a number of proposed amendments to our City charter.  In succeeding in this process 
by riding roughshod over any opposiKon (from either the other two councilors or many of our ciKzens), it has resulted in several long term 
and dedicated individuals choosing to leave—City Manager Bill Bell and City Councilor Dave Frank.  Rather than seeking a collaboraKve path to 
any proposed amendments to our charter, Badagliacco, Ulibarri, and Woodden have gone the route of “my way or the highway”.  Whether or 
not you agree with the proposed amendments, I don’t believe this sort of process should be rewarded—vote NO on all four proposed 
amendments.  They all appear to be soluKons in search of a problem.    
John Broadbooks, Montrose 
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Editor
On September 17, 1787, thirty-nine delegates in Philadelphia signed the United States ConsKtuKon. Today, 239 years later, we recognize 
ConsKtuKon Day and CiKzenship Day.
But ConsKtuKon Day should be about more than remembering a date in history. It should remind us what the ConsKtuKon does, why it 
ma"ers, and what “We the People” really means.
Freedom Requires Responsibility
America's consKtuKonal system developed within a culture strongly influenced by religious belief, biblical principles, English law, 
Enlightenment thought and other tradiKons. The DeclaraKon of Independence states that our unalienable rights are endowed by our 
Creator, while the ConsKtuKon establishes a government of divided and limited powers.
Our culture has changed greatly since 1787. Ideas about morality, freedom and the role of government conKnue to be debated. In my 
view, however, freedom must always be accompanied by morality, personal responsibility and accountability.
The ConsKtuKon isn't simply an old piece of paper. It remains the framework under which our federal government operates.
Do We Understand It?
The 2026 Annenberg ConsKtuKon Day Civics Survey found that 35% of U.S. adults could not name all three branches of government, and 
only 9% could name all five freedoms protected by the First Amendment in an open-ended quesKon.
That should give all of us something to think about.
Federal law requires educaKonal insKtuKons receiving federal funds to provide an educaKonal program about the ConsKtuKon around 
September 17, although it does not dictate a specific curriculum.
But teaching the ConsKtuKon isn't solely the responsibility of our schools. It belongs to parents, families, churches, communiKes—and 
each of us.
“We the People”
The ConsKtuKon begins with three powerful words:
“We the People.”
Our government was designed around the principle that poliKcal authority ulKmately comes from the people. The ConsKtuKon established 
separate legislaKve, execuKve and judicial branches and divided authority between federal and state governments.
The Framers didn't agree on everything. They debated, argued and compromised. Some even refused to sign the final document.
That is worth remembering today because the ConsKtuKon was never designed to make Americans agree with one another.
We will disagree about taxes, educaKon, spending, immigraKon, public safety and the proper role of government.
But our consKtuKonal system gives us peaceful ways to address those disagreements.
We can speak, assemble, peKKon our government, a"end public meeKngs, contact our representaKves, challenge government acKons 
through the courts and vote.
Read It for Yourself
We oken hear people claim something is “consKtuKonal” or “unconsKtuKonal.”
Instead of simply accepKng what poliKcians, commentators, social media—or even I—tell you, read the ConsKtuKon yourself.
Read the First Amendment. Learn what ArKcle I says about Congress. Read ArKcle II concerning the execuKve branch and ArKcle III 
concerning the federal judiciary. Study the Bill of Rights and the amendments that followed.
You don't have to be an a"orney or consKtuKonal scholar to understand the basic framework of your government.
Whether Republican, Democrat, independent or none of the above, the ConsKtuKon belongs to all of us.
A"end a city council or school board meeKng. Learn who represents you. Ask quesKons. Listen to people you disagree with. Speak when 
you believe something needs to be said—and allow others the same opportunity.
A government whose ConsKtuKon begins with “We the People” requires something from we the people.
It requires our parKcipaKon.
It requires our a"enKon.
It requires responsibility.
And it requires each generaKon to understand the ConsKtuKon well enough to preserve our system of consKtuKonal government.
Read it. Study it. Discuss it.
Happy ConsKtuKon Day. 
By Jason Conant, Montrose

WE THE PEOPLE: REMEMBERING THE U.S. CONSTITUTION

OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS
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Special to the Mirror
MONTROSE-2026 is Colorado’s 150 anniversary and the Montrose Center for Arts loves its home. 
“We are proud to present art that expresses our love of this great state and arKsts from all over will showcase the natural beauty, the 
flora and fauna, ciKes, towns, people, places and things that make up life in Colorful Colorado,” says MCA Board President Pat 
Chaloupek. 
The exhibit runs September 29 through November 13, with the opening recepKon taking place October 8, from 5 – 7 p.m. at MCA, 

located at 205 E Main Street in Montrose. Although the 2nd Thursday Art Crawl sponsored by the City of Montrose is done for the 

season, MCA will conKnue the tradiKon on the 2nd Thursday of each month with the introducKon of new artworks, brief art 
presentaKons, refreshments and a chance to meet arKsts and art appreciators. These events are FREE and open to the public, as is 
MCA during regular hours Tuesdays – Saturdays 11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
This juried exhibit welcomes all types of artwork including but not limited to: plein air, painKngs, woodworking, wood-turning, metal 
work, ceramics, mixed media and digital art as well as photography. At the recepKon and award ceremony, five lucky arKsts will be 
awarded:

1st Place Award - $200
2nd Place Award - $100
(2) Honorable MenKon Awards
People's Choice Award
 The Judge is Melanie Hoshiko, a Colorado-born arKst, educator, and arts 
leader based in Hotchkiss, Colorado, where she serves as ExecuKve Director 
of the Creamery Arts Center.
A valedictorian graduate of Rocky Mountain College of Art + Design with a 
degree in Sculpture and Drawing, Melanie studied under renowned Colorado 
abstract arKst Clark Richert, who became an important mentor in her arKsKc 
development. She went on to establish herself as a Colorado abstract arKst, 
earning Best of Denver recogniKon and exhibiKng at venues including the 
Arvada Center.
Aker many years working in educaKon and youth services, Melanie returned 
to the arts with a renewed focus on arts leadership, educaKon, and 
community engagement. Her work today centers on supporKng arKsts, 
expanding access to the arts, and strengthening the role of arts and culture 
in Colorado’s rural communiKes.

REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS
Montrose Center for Arts Introduces Celebrating Colorado Exhibit
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS

Dear Editor,
VoKng is a privilege in our country! I look forward to geJng a ballot and making an informed choice. I know my ballot ma"ers. I never really 
thought about the journey my ballot would take once I dropped it in a mailbox. TrusKngly, I assumed my ballot was merrily on its way to its’ 
intended elecKon office with security protecKon and electronic tabulaKon. 
I have a whole new perspecKve on the importance of the journey my ballot was desKned to take. I learned that the integrity of an elecKon is in 
the DETAILS!
I wonder what journey my ballot took in April? Did it ever make it to the Montrose County ElecKons Office (County ElecKons Office) for 
electronic tabulaKon? Or was it one of the ones hand-carried by Lisa DelPiccolo, the City Clerk back to her City office to be hand-counted and at 
that point, never to be seen again!
DETAIL # 1. The importance of the appointment of the Designated ElecKon Official 
For the April 7, 2026 elecKon the contract between the City and the County ElecKons Office was an Agreement for Services (AFS). Under the 
AFS, Lisa DelPiccolo is appointed as the Designated ElecKon Official (DEO). This means she controls all decisions regarding any City elecKon. She 
has the final ruling on the ballots. The County, who has responsibility for tabulaKng the ballots, has no control over the number of ballots they 
receive from Lisa or the number of ballots Lisa withholds from the County. The AFS states in item 15: All mail ballots returned to the City by 
7:00 p.m. ElecKon Day, concerning the elecKon of City Council Members and any ballot quesKon, shall be counted on the electronic tabulaKon 
equipment provided by the County Clerk. All processes relaKng to the tabulaKon of ballots shall be the responsibility of the County Clerk.
All means enKrely, wholly, totally, completely, everything. But as DEO, Lisa seems not to agree with this definiKon and five months aker the 
elecKon she sKll withholds 83 ballots from tabulaKon by the County ElecKons Office. 
Title 31, ArKcle 10, SecKon 616 of the Colorado Revised Statutes governs the preservaKon and destrucKon of ballots for municipal elecKons: 
ballots from Municipal ElecKons must be destroyed six months from the date of an elecKon. The clerk must open the ballot boxes and destroy 
the ballots by shredding, fire, or burial. 
Time is running out! There are only a few weeks lek for the City Council or the new Interim City Manager to get Lisa to tabulate these final 
ballots unKl she must legally destroy the ballots. What a mess!
What could possibly be the reason why Lisa refuses to tabulate these 83 ballots? So far, she has given no reason for her decision other than 
she has the right to make this decision. I hope someone can talk some sense into her and the voters can move beyond this controversy. 
Maybe by the Kme this arKcle is published, she will have reconsidered her acKons and called Tressa at the County ElecKons Office and 
arranged to bring the ballots for tabulaKon so a final report can be issued to the City.
However,  there is a way NOW to ensure this can never happen again! Vote YES to move the date to November. Then, all future City elecKons 
will be handled by the County ElecKons Office under a Montrose County ElecKons Intergovernmental Agreement for General ElecKons (IGA). 
Under this Agreement, Lisa will no longer be allowed to withhold ballots from electronic tabulaKon. 
An IGA between the City and the County ElecKons Office is not a new arrangement. It establishes the elecKon as a Coordinated ElecKon, to be 
held in November. This was last done in November 2025. 
First and  foremost, in the IGA Tressa Guynes, the County Clerk and Recorder for Montrose County is appointed as the General ElecKon Official 
for all November elecKons. She will have the ulKmate authority for all decisions regarding elecKons. 
Lisa DelPiccolo is appointed as a Designated ElecKon Official, so she will sKll be involved for the City, but she will not have the same level of 
control she now holds under the AFS.
AddiKonally, the IGA has more specific language on the duKes and responsibiliKes for holding an elecKon than is in the current AFS.
DETAIL #2.  Where and who processes, secures and stores the ballots is Significant.
Lisa DelPiccolo, has an office at City Hall. Lisa only handles one elecKon in even-numbered years. The City has no permanent secure area to 
process an elecKon but instead, as Lisa told me, she has “an elecKon office which is portable in nature” which is set up at the end of March and 
dismantled at the end of April. 

The Montrose County Clerk and Recorder, Tressa Guynes, has a fullKme County ElecKons Office in the Montrose County building on 2nd Street. 
She conducts an elecKon every November. This is an established facility designed around Kght security to hold primary, federal, state and 
county elecKons in addiKon to elecKons for several ciKes, fire departments, libraries and schools throughout Montrose County.  
Ballots will be mailed to eligible City electors the week of October 5, 2026 for the November ElecKon
This year’s November Ballot will ask voters to change the City Charter by moving the elecKon date from April to November. As noted, this 
ballot quesKon is a lot more involved than just moving the date.  
A YES vote will require the City to sign an IGA with the Montrose County ElecKons Office to establish them with the primary responsibility for 
handling all future City elecKons in November.
A NO vote will leave elecKons in April with Lisa as the Designated ElecKon Official for all future municipal elecKons. 
I will vote YES on moving the date! I want to feel confident my ballot will be guided on a secure journey through the County ElecKons Office for 
a final electronic tabulaKon. I do not want a stop-over at City Hall and the possibility my ballot may never take its’ intended journey.  
Pa"y Greeves, Montrose

 JOURNEY OF A BALLOT
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS

Dear Editor,
Are You DissaKsfied
Are you dissaKsfied with the current City Charter? I’m not. If you have not heard by now, Montrose voters will be presented with four 
proposed amendments to change it. The ballot language itself is compelling because of its simplicity. But a word of cauKon regarding 
simplicity; simplisKc summaries lead to a misunderstanding of the hard underlying truths. One of those underlying truths is, it’s human nature 
to accept simple soluKons which oken results in failure.
Let’s explore the first two ballot issues put forth by City Council.
The first proposed change is to put in place a lifeKme limit to the amount of Kme one can serve as a City Councilor. The City of Montrose 
currently has limits that fall within terms prescribed in the Colorado ConsKtuKon. City Council is looking to capitalize on the provision within 
the ConsKtuKon that allows Home Rule municipaliKes to deviate from the consKtuKon and set its own course.   They’re proposing to eliminate 
the four-year sabbaKcal currently required under the State ConsKtuKon. They also want to increase the limit of the At-Large seat from three 
two-year terms to four two-year terms.
The second proposal is to move our Municipal elecKons from April to November. At one point our Municipal elecKons were in November. They 
were moved to April in 1994 by a vote of the people in favor of changing the Charter. The raKonale was to make the elecKon truly non-
parKsan, to meet the non-parKsan requirement prescribed in the Charter. November elecKons are for state and federal issues and are parKsan 
in nature. This November voters will make decisions regarding both chambers of congress; we will make decisions regarding at least three 
proposed amendments to the state consKtuKon, two of them tax related. There are many other issues that require sharp focus.
Montrose is made up of a diverse electorate capable of separaKng the wheat from the chaff. We know what is good and useful for the 
community. To facilitate those decisions, municipal issues should stay separate in order to maintain focus on what may affect our community. 
The transiKon from November elecKons to April elecKons have served us well for three and a half decades. Let’s keep it that way.
If you are like me and not dissaKsfied with our charter then vote no on these two proposed amendments on November 3rd. 
Dave Stockton - Montrose

VOTE NO ON PROPOSED AMENDMENTS

CONGRESSMAN JEFF HURD VOTED YES ON 
SANCTIONING RUSSIA ACT

Montrose Mirror Editor, 
On August 07th, the U.S. Senate passed the Lindsey O. Graham SancKoning Russia Act on a 86–11 vote.
 On September 16th, the U.S. House passed the Lindsey O. Graham SancKoning Russia Act. 
 In a 262-159 vote, 203 Republicans, 58 Democrats and one independent supported the bill — while seven Republicans and 152 Democrats 
opposed the bill.
 Congressman Jeff Hurd voted Yes ! 
 GraKtude is extended to all CO-03 consKtuents who encouraged Hurd to VOTE Yes! 
 The bill is now headed to the President's desk for his signature.
What is included in the SancKoning Russia Act:

-The toughest sancKons yet on Russia's defense industry, financial sector, shadow fleet, government officials, and oligarchs.
-Up to 100% tariffs on the top purchasers of Russian oil and gas, and on the countries helping Moscow evade sancKons.
Neonila Martyniuk, Montrose
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS

DELTA-An opioid overdose can happen unexpectedly, and knowing 
what to do can save a life. Narcan, also called naloxone, is a 
medicaKon that can temporarily reverse an opioid overdose and 
give emergency responders Kme to help.
Free Narcan is available at Delta County Public Health and all Delta 
County libraries—no quesKons, no judgment. Community Narcan 
boxes are also available at locaKons throughout Delta County. 
Consider keeping Narcan in your home, vehicle, or first-aid kit, and 
take a few minutes to learn how to use it.
If you think someone may be experiencing an overdose:
Call 911 immediately.
Give Narcan if it is available.
If the person does not respond aker two to three minutes, give a 
second dose if available.
Begin rescue breathing or CPR if you are trained, and stay with the 
person unKl help arrives.
The Delta County Board of County Commissioners recently 
adopted an Overdose Awareness proclamaKon honoring the 
people lost to overdose, supporKng the families and friends 
affected, and encouraging our community to respond with 
compassion instead of sKgma.
A local resource card also helps connect residents with treatment, 
recovery, mental health, and other community support services. 
Find current resources through the Thrive Community Health 
Network Resource Directory at resources.tchnetwork.org.

For a mental health or substance-use crisis, call or text 988. For a 

suspected overdose or other medical emergency, call 911. 

CARRY NARCAN

http://url5545.reachwellapp.com/ls/click?upn=u001.RsLJg1p1K5XNQ-2BuNGurgWNNMg0UdVNgI30iTGBOVpYVBs3FnBhkMU5Ra91pUA61EOqy0_pIbxPfpDI69aAybPrpOfg9WSkAmXyYYH258xH8Em9CVIBZpT6bBjQDlAdRb-2Bo-2FzzQZn-2B-2BehlbSX9lITmWoMod160C-2BSMRr9Id4U2bhAebj-2B7ok5cH7uZkz9VGYUjqIbKPRDX0h3rAl22AIJczMXJyJsdgh-2BdE-2BMhV35LWBSYqwosMunjYM1cF16Bl-2B0hZV0nUzxP34g0AdpXKFtbGiCk6RZIowVZ1G-2FRcqZb6YlRwSr6ZpyK-2Fmf1Z9WGshc6YMkFd5u5WI74nwo6PuhJz-2BUAYisEjiVfWmGiylMVseB8GegAPHjR0UDJRb4YvVysHLWwGZ20aNT-2F3cDRaXEvPgPIa3F8lSWk055lQnvtKYP7ItlnPbf7Rn6fnAGGJ-2F-2B-2FBZpMNENC4-2BpvP-2FlBOnUVb3MIqsU1B008UmzlQ-2FVIJtQaccb42jTzrX4dq743htfy2jv4fYKs20Db2x-2BEEXyMnl11m5bg8ThQx8-2B34lU8T9eEDokghDQKRG91u2umIJFhnZfV
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THE TRUTH ABOUT THE 1619 PROJECT, PART 3: WE WERE NOT FOUNDED ON RACISM! 

Editor:
The 1619 Project teaches that our country is founded on racism, but the opposite is true. For example, Massachuse"s was “marked” as a 
slave-free colony and Blacks thrived as a result. An editorial cartoon from a Massachuse"s paper in 1792 called the “The Equality Ball,” showed 
John Hancock (governor at the Kme) shaking hands with Paul Cuffe(1), the head of a global shipping business who was the wealthiest Black 
man in America. The cartoon depicts the celebraKon that Blacks and Whites were equal in Massachuse"s. As a ma"er of fact, Congressman 
Robert Brown Ellio" said that there was never a Kme in Massachuse"s when Blacks and Whites weren’t equal!  
Speaking of equality, many people complain that all our Founders were White men. The famous painKng of the signing of the DeclaraKon of 
Independence in our Capitol depicts White men only, so it seems that this complaint holds water. However, the painKng was done in 1821, 
forty-five years aker the signing, and by that Kme, most of these men were dead. John Trumbull painted from individual portraits of men of 
renown that were done decades before, so everyone looked much younger, and there were many involved that lacked portraits for the arKst 
to use. 
Back in that era, there were painKngs of famous Black men who were involved in the founding of our country. None of them are menKoned in 
the 1619 Project curriculum, so they are virtually unknown to public-school students. For example, Harry Hoosier(2) was an evangelist involved 
in The Great Awakening, who preached to massive crowds. Benjamin Rush went to Hoosier’s meeKngs and thought he was the best orator he 
ever heard. On a side note, many blue-collar workers, especially woodsmen, came to faith, and as the country expanded west into the Indiana 
territory, they became known as Hoosiers because they didn’t drink, cuss or smoke. How many of us knew where the term “Hoosier” came 
from? Who knew that Hoosiers were named aker a Black evangelist? Our history looks “White” because we don’t know who we are as a 
people.  
Another Famous Black man, Wentworth Cheswell(3), lived in New Hampshire in a White community in 1768. He was elected to office from 
1768 unKl 1817, and held eight different poliKcal posiKons. He was considered the founder of their public schools and libraries, and was a 
patriot of the RevoluKon and made a similar ride in New Hampshire that Paul Revere made in Massachuse"s. 
In 1641, Mathias De Sousa (4) was a Black man living in a White community in Maryland.  That year, he was elected to the State Legislature. By 
the Kme 1876 arrived, there were more than a thousand Black elected officials in America. America is racist? I don’t think so. One of the main 
problems is that Black History has been taught from a southern point of view which emphasized slavery, but nothing is menKoned about what 
occurred in the North. Remember the Underground Railroad?) 
If we compare Great Britain to the United States, we see a blatant difference. Outside of John Richard Archer, who was the first Black to be 
elected mayor in 1913 in Ba"ersea, the first Black elected in Parliament was in 1987.(5) Italy elected their first Black official in 2010. And we 
are a racist naKon? 
Most of our populace are historically illiterate. We don’t know who we are. When we celebrate Black History Month, we only see faces of 
Blacks who lived in the 20th century, and not the great men from the infancy of our country, such as Harry Hoosier and Wentworth Cheswell, 
not to menKon Thomas Hercules(6) who was elected in Pennsylvania in 1793 or Major Jeffrey(7) who fought in the American RevoluKon, or 
James Armistead(8), who was a scout and spy for LaFaye"e. 
In conclusion, we need to make sure that The1619 Project curriculum is not taught in our schools, as it is affecKng how our younger 
generaKons view our country. We were not founded on racism or slavery. May an accurate curriculum replace this inaccurate depicKon of our 
history. 
Leah Vandersluis
Montrose, CO 
1.www.Paulcuffe.org/biography   
2.h"ps://harryhoosierproject.org/the-story 
(3) h"ps://wallbuilders.com/resource/a-black-patriot-wentworth-cheswell/ 
(4) h"ps://thehistoryokheamericans.com/three-lost-voices-from-early-maryland/ 
(5) h"ps://Knyurl.com/4w6mufsm  
(6) h"ps://Knyurl.com/4r26nztc  
(7) h"ps://Knyurl.com/4bys7abk  
(8) Ibid. 

OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS

http://www.paulcuffe.org/biography
https://harryhoosierproject.org/the-story
https://wallbuilders.com/resource/a-black-patriot-wentworth-cheswell/
https://thehistoryoftheamericans.com/three-lost-voices-from-early-maryland/
https://tinyurl.com/4w6mufsm
https://tinyurl.com/4r26nztc
https://tinyurl.com/4bys7abk
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https://www.peerkindness.org/events/kind-dine-an-evening-of-aloha
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By Dr. KaKe Stephens, MD
MONTROSE-When I was a third-year medical student in 2004, I did a pre-hospital trauma rotaKon with a 
Trauma/ER doctor whom I very much looked up to. Not only did I get to turn on the blue lights and sirens in 
the ambulance (at this stage, I was thrilled – we had only just started our clinical rotaKons as medical school is 
five years in England) but I also received probably the most important advice of my career before or since:
“The art of medicine involves this much medical knowledge,” he said, holding his hands a couple of inches 
apart, “and this much good communicaKon,” moving them about a foot apart.
 In the 22 years since, that advice has served me well. Even when paKents and I have different opinions, if I can 
make sure I’ve heard and understood them—and demonstrate that I understand what they are saying and 
why they are concerned—the tension usually diffuses quickly. 
(I should also note, for anyone who doesn’t know me, that I highly respect a paKent’s right to autonomy. My 
job is to give advice and help paKents understand their opKons, while respecKng their decisions, even when 
their choice isn’t what I would recommend.)
 While most Americans report posiKve experiences with their healthcare providers, not everyone feels heard. 

In a naKonal survey by the Agency for Healthcare Research and  Quality, only 49% of uninsured adults aged 18–64 said their doctors always 
listened carefully to them. And in a Pew Research Center survey, nearly 1 in 4 people who had seen a healthcare provider for an illness or 
medical condiKon in the previous year said they felt rushed during their care.
 So, I thought it might be useful to give some Kps from a doctor’s perspecKve for anyone who wants to ensure they feel heard by their 
healthcare provider.
1.Find out how long your appointment is
If it’s only 15 minutes rather than 30 or 60, this will affect how asserKve you might want to be from the get-go, especially if it is a follow up 
appointment and you know there are results or other topics your provider will also want to discuss. This leads to my second bit of advice.
2.Be upfront at the start
I would suggest saying clearly “I know you have things on your agenda to discuss today, but there is something I’m concerned about that I’d 
also like to talk about”. 
Saying this right at the start, instead of aker a few minutes of catching up with each other, helps the provider mentally reschedule how they 
had planned to spend the appointment. If you leave it to the end, there’s a chance then that the provider will be thinking about the next 
person they are keeping waiKng and may feel the need to rush their advice.
3.Bring a friend
This can be especially helpful if the issue is something you find embarrassing or difficult to talk about. Having a friend there who knows you’re 
concerned might give you the support you need to go ahead and say it.
Also, from a doctor’s perspecKve, while your feelings of embarrassment are absolutely valid, we deal with “embarrassing” things every day 
and we aren’t judging you for them. We know how bodies and mental health work—and how someKmes they don’t work so well. I would 
always want you to tell me if there’s something you’re worried about.
I can’t help if I don’t know about it.
4.Be blunt
If you’re not feeling heard, say so! 
If it’s easier to have a phrase ready, you could use “I’m not sure we’re on the same page, do you mind telling me what you think my main 
concern is?” Then see how close your provider comes and correct anything they may have misunderstood or missed. 
5.Persist
If despite the above, if you sKll aren’t feeling heard, don’t be afraid to say so. 
Again, if you want a go-to phrase, you could try “I’m actually sKll not sure we understand each other.” Then explain your concern again, or ask 
your provider to summarize what they have understood from what you’ve said.
6.Request documentaKon

If you are sKll not feeling heard, one final opKon is to ask your provider to document your concern in your chart.
And if you repeatedly feel that you and your provider simply aren’t communicaKng well, it may be worth seeking a second opinion or finding a 
provider with whom you communicate more easily.
It really is important that you feel heard and listened to. While I expect most people reading this have a good relaKonship with their healthcare 
provider, for those who don’t, I hope these Kps help you get there.
Good medical care isn’t just about making the right diagnosis or choosing the right treatment. As I learned more than 20 years ago, good 
communicaKon is vital too.
At Cimarron Family PracKce, I intenKonally keep my pracKce small and schedule longer appointments, because good communicaKon takes 
Kme. If you’re looking for a different approach to primary care, you can learn more here.

HOW TO GET YOUR DOCTOR TO LISTEN

Dr. Katie Stephens, MD.

https://meps.ahrq.gov/data_files/publications/st462/stat462.shtml
https://www.pewresearch.org/internet/2017/02/02/americans-health-care-behaviors-and-use-of-conventional-and-alternative-medicine/
file:///C:/Users/montr/Downloads/cimarronfamilypractice.com
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS

The facts are clear. Taxpayers are on the hook for government fiscal mismanagement both naKonally and locally.
 Owing to the ruse of DOGE, a federal Government Accountability Office report just announced that we paid federal government employees 
$9.5 Billion in wages to not work in 2025.
  Locally, the City of Montrose has agreed to pay the now former City Manager and former School Superintendent over $500,000 in combined 
wages and benefits also not to work under “mutual separaKon agreements.”
 In both instances, we, the taxpayers, received nothing but the bill. No services were rendered. We paid for nothing. 
 False narraKves were created, and progress for the many was again thwarted for the benefit of the few. Lies were repeated ad nauseum. 
Those who touted these expensive, unfounded, and unsupported falsehoods are culpable.
 Don’t buy the hype; local Republican City Officials are no more fiscally responsible than an AdministraKon that has increased our naKonal debt 
to more than $40 Trillion. 
 Send a message at the ballot box this November. Ignore parKsan propaganda and rhetoric. Look at the facts of what those in office have, or 
more oken have not, delivered. 
 Elect Officials who understand budgets, believe in compromise, and have responsibility to their consKtuents. Deny those poliKcians who 
consistently act to benefit themselves and their facKons any opportunity to do so. Hold accountable those who shirk responsibility or imitate a 
windsock with their ever-changing beliefs, just to remain in office. Those of true character do not waiver in the face of injusKce, and we expose 
deceit.  
 Vote No on proposed Amendments that empower those who have shown an unwillingness for thoughjul and thorough preparaKon, while 
also projecKng a disdain for previous AdministraKons and Officials. 
 The great lie can be exposed. It is not too late for a course correcKon.  A return to reason remains possible.
Hayden Janssen
Montrose

AS GOES WASHINGTON SO ALSO GOES MONTROSE

CORE VALUES
Dear Editor,
I continue to hear people say they support their political party because of core value alignment, “my core values drive me to support 
party X.” But I often wonder if those values are ever examined or is it just a cliché.
 My core values or what I’m made of are family, religious upbringing, support of community, support of country.
 I have a recently departed friend who idolized his brother while growing up. Prior to passing he stated he could not stand his 
brother, never talks to him and didn’t care if he ever saw him again. He believed blood is not thicker than water. I can’t imagine 
living a life like that. Both my parents are gone. I’ve lost two brothers over the course of time. I have two remaining. Life would not 
be the same without them; I would be lost.
 I was raised in a Christian environment. We went to church every Sunday, said our prayers before every meal and before retiring 
for the night. As I grew older, I grew away from Christianity and adopted a more universal faith in our creator. But with that, one 
tenet of the Christian faith has stuck with me, do unto others as you would have them to you. I’ve learned over time Christianity 
does not have a lock on the Golden Rule: Islam – teaches true believers wish for others that he wishes for himself; Judaism – do 
not do hateful things to one’s neighbor; Buddhism emphasizes avoid causing pain to others. And the list goes on.
 Being active and supportive of the community in which we live benefits all. Community members benefit from one’s benevolence. 
Being well-meaning, kind, and having the inclination to do good deeds for others is also good for the soul.
 Country was listed last on my core values because of the divisive nature we live in. That divisiveness is driven by the two prevalent 
political parties. I cannot support a Party that strips its citizens of a social support system: food assistance programs, medical aid 
support systems, financial support systems that millions have paid into their entire working life to name a few. It baffles me that 
people say their core values are in line with a political party bent on stripping away those social safety nets that many rely on. What 
happened to those religious values they learned while growing up? The one I cited above – The Golden Rule.
 It’s common today for politicians to use language that is harsh, bitter, or venomous. That behavior from anyone is not something I 
can abide by, it has no value, it is not part of my core, my soul.
 So, before saying to me, I support something, I ask you to look into your heart to determine if that something you want to support 
really aligns with your soul. Does it align with your family upbringing, your religious belief system or community values. If the answer 
is yes to that self-examination, then we will remain divided.
Dave Stockton
Montrose
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Editor:
I a"end Montrose City Council meeKngs not as a liberal acKvist, not as a lekist resister, not as a socialist, not as a communist, and not as a 
right-wing extremist.
 I a"end as a member of the community who wishes to publicly voice my concerns and discuss items that I feel are of interest to all the 
residents of Montrose.
 Mr. Mayor, you like to point out that we are not a pure democracy but rather a representaKve democracy. We have around 22,000 residents. 
15,306 of those residents received ballots in this past April’s elecKon.
 You received 2,075 votes, Kevin Clay received 2,044 votes, and April Heard received 1,204 votes. You won by 31 votes, receiving 39% of the 
ballots cast. Not a majority. Not a mandate. Not representaKve.
 Mr. Mayor, you are correct in saying that the City Manager serves exclusively at the pleasure of the Council. We’ve seen that in acKon now. 
You exercised your authority and we’ve lost a naKonally recognized City Manager and a disKnguished District IV Councilor and former Mayor.
 Now we have empty seats in City Council and in City Management.
 What would democraKc representaKon look like at the leadership level of Montrose City Government? 
 PoliKcally, racially, and by gender idenKty?
 The City of Montrose poliKcal affiliaKon is: 14% DemocraKc, 32% Republican, and 52% Unaffiliated:
 - PoliKcally we should have 1 DemocraKc, 1 Republican, 1 Unaffiliated Republican, and 2 non-parKsan Unaffiliated Councilors.
 The City of Montrose is predominately white at 80%, with Hispanic or LaKno residents making up about 20%:
 - Racially we should have 4 white and 1 Hispanic or LaKno Councilor.
 Montrose maintains a slightly higher percentage of female residents compared to the naKonal average with 53% female and 47% male:
 - So, we should have 3 female and 2 male Councilors.
 Mr. Mayor and Councilors, make the City of Montrose Government a more representaKve democracy and fill the District IV vacancy and the 
City Manager vacancy with qualified female candidates based on merit. 
 We ask for and deserve to have the leadership of our city government be a representaKve snapshot of the people who live in Montrose.
Cliff Faurer, Montrose

OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS
CITY LEADERSHIP SHOULD BE A REPRESENTATIVE SNAPSHOT 

OF THE PEOPLE WHO LIVE IN MONTROSE

Editor:
The ballot we shall all soon receive for the November elecKon will contain several proposed City Charter changes.  In my opinion all proposals 
are certainly worthy of a yea vote.   One is of parKcular importance.
 In the past, according to City Charter requirements, all municipal elecKons have been held in the spring.   A review of all municipal elecKons 
since 2014 shows that voter parKcipaKon has averaged a disturbingly low 32%. In all other elecKons held in November during that same 
Kmeframe shows that voter parKcipaKon  increases to a much be"er 52%.
 This history of voter parKcipaKon in our elecKons clearly shows that moving municipal elecKons from April to November will increase voter 
parKcipaKon and create the potenKal for increased viability in our city government  It has been esKmated that such a move will result in a 
taxpayer cost saving of approximately $30,000. This certainly seems to be a ”no brainer” decision for City Of Montrose taxpayers.
Dee Laird, Montrose

”NO BRAINER DECISION FOR CITY OF MONTROSE TAXPAYERS”
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS

Special to the Mirror
MONTROSE— Montrose residents have formed the Charter Issues Commi"ee to oppose four proposed amendments to the City Charter on the Nov. 3, 2026, 
ballot. The commi"ee is launching a public outreach campaign to encourage voters to reject all four amendments. 
 The proposed amendments would move municipal elecKons from April to November, establish a lifeKme limit of eight years of elected City Council service 
aker Nov. 3, 2026, and give the City Council the right to approve or disapprove the City Manager’s appointment or discharge of the Police Chief and City Clerk. 
 “Montrose residents deserve city leaders who are trustworthy, honest, and accountable to the people,” said Cliff Faurer, Vice Treasurer of the Charter Issues 
Commi"ee. “Our City Charter is Montrose’s local consKtuKon. Significant changes to that document should begin with meaningful ciKzen parKcipaKon, careful 
study and an open discussion of the problems those 
changes are intended to solve.” 
 The Charter Issues Commi"ee maintains that the four proposals were advanced too quickly and without the broad, ciKzen-driven review that major changes 
to the city’s governing document deserve. The commi"ee believes an independent charter commission should have been appointed to study the issues, 
gather diverse viewpoints, and evaluate possible unintended consequences before placing amendments before voters.  
 “Public engagement cannot be limited to asking residents to respond aker proposed changes have already been wri"en,” Faurer said. “Residents should have 
been included in idenKfying the issues, examining alternaKves and developing any proposed soluKons.”  
WHY THE COMMITTEE OPPOSES THE AMENDMENTS 
 Amendment 1: Municipal ElecKons 
 Montrose currently holds nonparKsan municipal elecKons in April of even-numbered years. Amendment 1 would move those elecKons to November of even-
numbered years beginning in 2028. The change would also extend, by 7 months, the terms of affected siJng council members unKl their successors are 
elected and take office following the November 2028 and 2030 elecKons. 
  The commi"ee believes holding municipal elecKons in April helps local candidates and city issues receive focused public a"enKon, separate from parKsan 
state and federal campaigns. It is concerned that longer November ballots could contribute to voter faKgue and cause local issues to be overshadowed by 
naKonal and statewide poliKcs. 
Amendment 2: Term Limits 
The current charter generally allows district council members to serve up to eight consecuKve years, and the at-large council member to serve up to six 
consecuKve years, followed by a four-year waiKng period before becoming eligible to serve again. Amendment 2 would extend the at-large seat to 8 
consecuKve years, and replace the four-year hiatus with a lifeKme limit of eight years of elected service occurring aker Nov. 3, 2026. Those eight years could 
be served consecuKvely through any combinaKon of two- and four-year terms, but eligibility would not return following a period away from office. 
The commi"ee believes the exisKng consecuKve-term limits encourage new candidates while allowing voters to re-elect experienced former council members 
aker a four-year break. A lifeKme ban would unnecessarily limit voter choice and their ability to select familiar, experienced, and trusted leaders. 
Amendment 3: Police Chief 
The City Manager currently appoints, supervises, and may discharge the Police Chief. Amendment 3 would give the City Council the right to approve or 
disapprove the City Manager’s decision to appoint or discharge the chief. The City Manager would retain day-to-day supervision. 
 The commi"ee believes the current structure provides professional management of the Police Department while allowing the council to hold the City 
Manager accountable. It is concerned that requiring council approval of personnel decisions involving the Police Chief could introduce 
poliKcal or individual council-member interests into public-safety management.  
Amendment 4: City Clerk 
The City Manager currently appoints, supervises, and may remove the City Clerk. Amendment 4 would give the City Council the right to approve or disapprove 
the City Manager’s appointment or discharge of the clerk. The City Manager would retain day-to-day supervision. 
 Because the City Clerk administers municipal elecKons and performs other official duKes, the commi"ee believes the posiKon should remain under 
professional city management and insulated from unnecessary poliKcal influence. The commi"ee is concerned that requiring council approval for appointment 
or discharge could weaken confidence in the clerk’s 
independence. 
A CAMPAIGN BUILT AROUND THREE PRINCIPLES  
The Charter Issues Commi"ee’s campaign will emphasize three principles: 
Trust: Public trust is essenKal for a City Charter to remain durable, effecKve, and responsive to the community. 
 Honesty: Home-rule government depends upon open communicaKon from elected officials and an honest explanaKon of the reasons and consequences 
behind proposed changes. 
Accountability: Elected officials and professional city administrators should act ethically, manage public resources responsibly, and explain their decisions to 
the people they serve. 
“Our community deserves all three—trust, honesty, and accountability,” Faurer said. “The commi"ee will work to ensure residents understand each 
amendment and the concerns surrounding it before casKng their ballots.” 
Residents interested in volunteering with the campaign should visit 
Montrosecitycouncilwatch.com or email mccw26@gmail.com  
ABOUT THE CHARTER ISSUES COMMITTEE 
The Charter Issues Commi"ee educates voters about the four proposed City Charter amendments and advocates for their defeat. Its campaign focuses on 
trust, honesty, accountability and ciKzen parKcipaKon. 

CHARTER ISSUES COMMITTEE FORMS TO OPPOSE FOUR 
MONTROSE CITY CHARTER AMENDMENTS 

https://montrosecitycouncilwatch.com/
mailto:mccw26@gmail.com
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AS I LOOKED ABOUT ME
By Don Sto"
I recently sat in my favorite easy chair, and looked around, thinking of the origins of all the things I know so well.  The furniture, wall paper, 
carpet, kitchen, windows, furnace, laundry equipment, plumbing, garage doors, concrete, central air condiKoning, cars, trucks, art, 
refrigerator, 80” TV, DVD’s, telephones, computers, food, beds, dishes, sterling silver flatware, gold, silver, jewelry, wiring, lumber, nails, 
screws, roof, landscaping, pots, pans, oven, and literally hundreds of items, right here in my home in Montrose Colorado.
Who invented, manufactured, delivered, and even fixes them if they break?  Is it, or was it, the federal government, or the private sector?  Did 
government make any of the above listed items, or in any way is it, or was it, responsible for the above, in any way?  Clients of ours are 
building a large two storey garage, next to their home.  Does government have any part of it, other than causing increasing delays, costs for 
permits, inspecKons and licenses for electrical, roofing, plumbing, masonry, etc? 
NO!  
 Let’s go further, while we’re on the subject of things government had nothing to do with, and switch to a bigger realm.  Thomas Edison 
invented the light bulb, D.C. current, moKon pictures, phonograph, and many others, with no government help or aid.  Ben Franklin invented 
bi-focals, the lightening rod, and of course the Franklin Stove.  Franklin Ked a key to a kite string, and discovered electricity!  Eli Whitney 
invented the co"on gin,  George WesKnghouse invented the air brake, and along with Nicola Tesla, invented AlternaKng current.  Henry Ford 
invented the producKon line, and the Wright Brothers invented the airplane.  Andrew Carnegie invented steel made from iron ore, and 
donated Carnegie Hall to New York, plus 2500 libraries and 6,000 pipe organs to churches and America.  Most, if not all, gave liberally to 
charity in their wills.  No government help was wanted by any of them, plus probably hundreds more.  Every part in any airplane, locomoKve, 
car, truck, or tractor, has thousands of parts invented by people with no government help.  They wouldn’t have even known how to ask for it.  
They used their minds, not subsidies or handouts.   
 What has the federal government given us?  Public housing, inflaKon, bureaucracy, virtually worthless paper money, wars, crime, riots, 
illegals, and that list, is also almost endless.
Who is responsible for providing the above?  Obviously it is the private sector, individuals, corporaKons or businesses, who invented the 
above, risked their capital for their manufacture, and provided the jobs required to make, sell, and distribute them.  Our enKre life, property, 
food, housing, clothing, and possessions, have nothing to do with government.  Yet, we pay probably 90% of our income to governments, in 
the form of hundreds of direct, indirect, and hidden taxes,  
 ExaggeraKon?  Could the taxes on a loaf of bread, be used as an example?  There are property taxes on the bakery, grocery store, fuel staKon 
for the delivery truck and tractor, which cares for the wheat field, seed and ferKlizer manufacturer for the farm which grows the wheat, 
railroad that delivers the wheat, grain elevator which stores the wheat, garage to store the delivery truck & tractor and its implements.  
Property taxes are on the makers of every product of everything which concerns bread making, plus taxes on all workers of all the above.  
Taxes are added to the raw materials in the factory which made all of the above. Taxes are levied on the property and employees of the 
electricity, gasoline and diesel manufacturers.  There are taxes on every employee in the exhausKve chain of making a loaf of bread. There are 
addiKonal taxes on the profits of all in the chain. The farmers’ homes, fields, and possessions, are taxed also.  Railroads pay property taxes on 
every mile and acre of their property, which most people don’t realize.  Government, even taxes the roads on which we and the suppliers and 
deliverers use, and on each gallon of diesel, and gasoline, and even the Kres, motor oil, parts, and property taxes on buildings used to make 
everything, plus their employees.  The end can never be reached, if truth be told, on just on a loaf of bread.
 If all the taxes on a loaf of bread were removed, what would a loaf of bread cost?  I’d esKmate maybe 35 cents.  When I was a kid in 1934, a 
loaf of bread cost 7 cents, a quarter bought five pounds of flour, 22 copper pennies, bought a gallon of milk, and a dollar bought five gallons of 
gasoline.  The size of government in 1934, was a fracKon what it is now, and as a kid, I’d never seen a hundred dollar bill.  Now, they’re 
common and necessary, just to live.  The dollar currency looks about like it did in 1934.  The dollar had George Washington’s picture on it, as 
well as Franklin’s and other past presidents on them.  They sKll do. The coinage is no longer made of 90% silver nor the penny with copper, and 
pennies are no longer even made!  The items we purchase, are all priced in dollars and cents, which is why most save their surplus in them.  
Aker all, if we use them, why shouldn’t we save in them?  Because while we use them, and prices go up in them, they’re backed by thin air, 
and History 101, shows they are not to be trusted, other than for current purchases.
The Fed raised interest Wednesday, September 14, in a fuKle effort to curb inflaKon.  FuKle, because Fed’s inter-bank interest rate, has li"le to 
do with causing inflaKon.  InflaKon is caused by, “An increase in the money supply,” according to all dicKonaries.  The latest increase in the 
Fed’s interest rate has caused mortgage interest rates, to go to 7%, which will drill another nail into the real estate business, but that will have 
a microscopic factor in inflaKon, by keeping people from buying properKes, which would add a small fracKon to the money supply.  The 
massive increase in the money supply, (inflaKon), mostly comes from absurd, wasteful federal government expenditures, which invoices must 
be paid, and paying those bills with Fed supplied, un-backed paper money, computer entries, and bond sales, ‘inflates’ the money supply.  Not 
to be ignored, are the federal government’s monthly increases in inflaKon, by paying hundreds of billions of dollars in welfare of a hundred 
different types. The inflaKng of the numbers of dollars, and their constant weakening, as indicated by increasing dollar prices on everything, 
may be jilted forward, if Trump’s $5,000 per voter happens.  The Treasury just OK’ed the $5,000, or a trillion dollar addiKon to the money 
supply, or more inflaKon, if it happens. 

Continued next pg
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CARTOON BY TIM JONES

 I did a search of federal government agencies, departments, etc., which begin with the le"er “A.”  There are 37 listed.  Local, county, 
municipal, and other non-federal governments, have nothing to do with causing inflaKon, as these governmental enKKes, cannot increase the 
dollar supply.
Here are a few of the oujits whose Ktles begin with the le"er “A.”
Just numbers one through four are: “Ability on Commission,”  “Access Board,” “AdministraKon For Children and Families,” and 
“AdministraKon For Community Living.” A few others are “Ahurra TV,” “AmeriCorps Seniors,” and there are others, which are not counted in 
the 37, which begin with “A” for ‘aid,’ and that total is unavailable.  
The federal office ”Ahurra TV,”  “Has been downsized to only a couple dozen employees and has a budget of $69 million,” they say, when 
asked.
 Is there any inflaKon, typical government waste, or stupidity, in “Ahurra TV?”
Aren’t we grateful the federal government doesn’t make our refrigerators?  If they did, to quote from my book “I Hold These Truths,”  They 
would be “Expensive, wouldn’t last long, wouldn’t get very cold, would use a lot of current, would be virtually impossible to fix, and difficult to 
sell.”
Even though the federal government has nothing to do with the first paragraph, its rules, inflaKon, and 190,000 pages of regulaKons, have 
forced manufacturing and jobs overseas. 
 “INSURANCE.”  From my New Webster’s College DicKonary:  “An insuring or being insured against loss.” plus “The business of insuring 
against loss.”  What ‘loss’ does Colorado Gold, insure against?  The loss in value of the dollar; which we use to live.  Has it lost value?  The 
dollar has lost 95% or more of its value of 75 years ago.  Will it conKnue to lose value?  Any sense of logic, economics, and history, will 
answer, “yes.”  This indicates that its conKnued decline is without doubt; so mustn’t we get out of them, like we would get out of a building 
which has already collapsed 99% from termite damage?  Is it logical to depend on your car’s ba"ery to start your car, when it is old, weak, 
and virtually worthless?  Store your surplus wealth in the dollar which has 95% plummeted down the drain?  The dollar is necessary to live 
with, but stupid to save with, because it is backed by “The Full Faith and Credit of the United States Government.”  That says it in a sentence.
Current financial magazines, wealth management oujits, and yes, even the Wall Street Journal, in spite of history, logic and facts, refuse to 
admit to the dollar’s already becoming 95% worthless.  Why?  Because that’s the way they make their living!  The truth would cause a major 
upheaval in America’s economics, publishing, banking, and every other part of our system.  At 1% with no monthly payments, physical, 
beauKful, possession, anonymous purchasing, selling and bequeathing, and which goes up in face value automaKcally, as the dollar goes 
down the sliding board to zero, we’re here. 

AS I LOOKED ABOUT ME From previous pg
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COMMUNITY OBITUARIES

REX SWANSON was a giked and blessed man. Giked with the ability to make small talk and engage people he had 
never met; no one was a stranger for long. He was blessed to have had a wonderful life with Denise for 31 years. 
Together their blended family included 5 children: Mark, Paul, Nancy, Curt and Brian. With spousal support from 
Mandy, ChrisKne, KrisKn and Mike, 21 grandchildren and 26 great-grandchildren were added; and, over Kme, many 
extended family members and friends joined their inner circle.
 Born in Sidney, NE and establishing himself as an Eagle Scout, Rex demonstrated leadership skills reflecKve of the 
Scout Spirit. ScouKng changed the course of his life and fueled his passion and commitment to community service. 
The skills Rex learned as a scout, he applied to every challenge he faced with convicKon, integrity and faith.
 Being a Cabela’s catalog model in 1978 taught him salesmanship, which served him well as a radio and television 
sales manager for many years. His roots to Nebraska ran deep. He was a dedicated and loyal fan of the Nebraska 
Cornhuskers. In 1997, Denise and Rex planted new roots in Montrose and found a community they “fell in love with”. 
In 2016, Rex served as Mayor and on Montrose City Council. He was the face of “Neighborhood Watch” and 
instrumental in the formaKon of MPR (Montrose Prepared Response). His community  volunteer contribuKons included  the San Juan Coloradans for 
NE and numerous local non-profit organizaKons. He was a member of the Montrose Elks, Masonic, ScoJsh Rite and Shrine.     
Rex carried himself well on the golf course. He and Denise supported and parKcipated in many fundraising golf events. Rex was a consummate story 
and joke teller while playing cards with family and friends. His favorite pasKme was painKng golf balls that landed in his yard. Rex gave away hundreds 
of red ladybug golf balls as a  token of friendship. Rex was loud and proud to be of service in Montrose. Though his voice is now silent, his legacy will be 
how he showed up. Always with a smile and a handshake, saying “Thank you for coming. I appreciate what you do.” His absence will be felt.
 Funeral service will be on Thursday, Sept 24th 11:00am, with visitaKon from 9-11am at the Montrose ChrisKan Church, 2351 Sunnyside Rd. Followed 
by a burial service at Grand View Cemetery, 16300 6450 Ct, Montrose. Service arrangements coordinated by Crippin Funeral Home. 
 In lieu of flowers, monetary donaKons will be used to fund a park bench in his  honor. Park benches play a crucial role in fostering social interacKons 
and encouraging connecKons while building a sense of community. Rex would love that!

REX ALLEN SWANSON
November 18, 1947-September 15, 2026

“I never met a stranger.”

SUSAN FRANCES BOTHWELL
March 1, 1948- September 11, 2026 

SUSAN FRANCES BOTHWELL of Montrose, CO peacefully died September 11, 2026 in Hope Springs Care 
Center of Montrose, CO aker a brief illness. Born March 1, 1948, in Allegany, New York, she was the 
daughter of beloved parents, Edward W Bothwell and Rose C Zuzek Bothwell. 
 Susan was a 1966 graduate of Archbishop Walsh Academy in Olean, New York. She a"ended Erie 
Community College in New York, earning her degree in Dental Hygiene and working in that field for almost 
50 years in Atlanta, GA, Denver and Boulder, CO, and Montrose, CO. 
 Susan led an adventurous and acKve life of gardening, hiking, and exploring the outdoors - especially her 
beloved Rocky Mountains. She loved her dog WinniePooh, her two cats Lily and Mason, and many ki"ens 
throughout the years. Susan enjoyed being with friends, parKcipaKng in a Stonecrok Bible Study network, 
and serving as a volunteer at Black Canyon Women’s ConnecKon for almost 9 years and HopeWest for 10 
years. Her love for Jesus, beauKful smile, and desire to serve endeared her to many. 
 Susan is survived by a sister, Mary Bothwell of Nashville, TN and a brother, William Bothwell (Marlene) of 
Olean, New York, a niece and two nephews, and many dear friends. 
 Memorial giks can be sent to HopeWest at 725 South 4th Street Montrose, CO 81401.
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COMMUNITY OBITUARIES
CASEY JOSIAH HASKELL

 July 12, 1980-September 8, 2026
CASEY JOSIAH HASKELL, 46, passed away on September 8, 2026, in Ridgway, Colorado, 
where he made his home. He was born on July 12, 1980, in Denver, Colorado.
 Casey grew up in the Conifer/Evergreen, Colorado area and was proud to be part of the 
first graduaKng class of Conifer High School, Class of 1998. He went on to earn a Bachelor 
of Science degree in Mechanical Engineering from the University of Colorado at Boulder in 
2003. He then served in the Peace Corps in Bulgaria (2003-2005), an experience helping 
shape his lifelong love of language, travel, and connecKon with people from all walks of 
life. He later returned to Colorado to earn his Master's degree in Psychology and 
Wilderness Therapy from Naropa University in Boulder in 2013. He spoke conversaKonally 
in both Bulgarian and Spanish.
 Casey’s Chacos carried his heart and educaKon through a life devoted to helping others, 
working with several organizaKons dedicated to supporKng at-risk youth throughout his 
life. He was also a builder in every sense, a founding force for several businesses across 
Colorado, and an inventor at heart who was always designing, Knkering, and creaKng. In 
recent years, he found parKcular joy in laser cuJng Christmas ornaments and other items, 
as well as handcraking jewelry.
 An adventurer to his core, Casey's spirit came alive outdoors and among community. He 
was a longKme devotee of Burning Man, an avid fan of the Colorado Avalanche, mountain 
biker, climber, and telemark skier. He traveled widely across mulKple conKnents, always 
drawn to new places and new people, and he was known everywhere he went for his warm 
smile and the friendships he built around the world.
 Casey is survived by his parents, who loved him very much. He is also survived by siblings, many other family members, along with the 
countless friends, colleagues, and souls he touched throughout his life.
 Casey's memory lives on in the mountains he climbed, the youth he mentored, the friendships he built across borders and languages, and the 
many lives made brighter by knowing him.
 A celebraKon honoring Casey will be held at The Sherbino, 604 Clinton St, Ridgway CO. on September 18, 3:30pm.
 Memorial donaKons may be made to the Casey Shep FoundaKon. To support opportuniKes for at-risk-youth, please click on the following link: 
h"ps://www.gofundme.com/f/support-the-casey-shep-foundaKon-for-atrisk-youth
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Special to the Mirror
GRAND JUNCTION-The Art Center of Western Colorado and the Telluride InsKtute’s 
Talking Gourds Poetry Program have announced a one-day Book Cliffs Poetry FesKval 
on Saturday Sept. 26 featuring performances, award ceremonies, an akernoon lecture, 
a morning playshop (aka workshop), an open mic and regional poetry program tables.
 In the event’s premiere performances Wendy Videlock of Palisade will be handing over 
the two-year Western Slope Poet Laureate (WeSPoL) Ktle to Danny Rosen of Lithic 
Bookstore and Press in Fruita. Several past laureates will join them in featured readings, 
including L. Luis Lopez of Grand JuncKon and Rosemerry Wahtola Trommer of 
Placerville.
 “Various communiKes have hosted the Western Slope laureate Ktle since it began in 
Carbondale in 2011,” said GoodKmes, the first WeSPoL Ktle holder and Talking Gourds director, “including in Telluride, Gunnison, and Crested 
Bu"e. But Grand JuncKon is the queen city of the Western Slope, and we are delighted to collaborate with the Art Center to bring a new 
fesKval to the Slope’s largest municipality.”

 Also, as part of the evening’s award ceremonies, the 13th annual Karen Chamberlain Prize for LifeKme Achievement in Colorado Poetry will be 
given posthumously to the late Andrea Gibson of Denver. 
 Past awardees include the late Reg Saner of Boulder, the late Jack Mueller of Log Hill Village, the late Bruce Berger of Aspen, Veronica 
Pa"erson of Loveland, the late Chris Ransick of Englewood, Kate Kingston of Trinidad, Aaron Abeyta of Antonito, the late Marilyn Krysl of 
Boulder, Dr. David Rothman formerly of Crested Bu"e, and last year George Sibley of Gunnison.
 “While Andrea’s partner Megan Falley will be unable to a"end, they are sending an acceptance video that we are excited to show,” noted 
GoodKmes.
 Talking Gourds will be announcing the six winners in the internaKonal Fischer Poetry Prize and six winners of Colorado’s Cantor Poetry Prize 
that same evening. Each prize has a first place $1000 cash award and five $250 finalist awards.
 The program will start in the morning with a Talking Gourds sharing circle, followed by a lecture, a playshop, some spotlight performances by 
select regional poets, and an open mic. In the evening there will be the award ceremonies and readings. Regional poetry programs and 
booksellers have been invited have tables to showcase their works.

 Dr. Rothman is coming from Salt Lake City, where he currently lives, to give the akernoon playground on the important (almost forgo"en) 
queer poet Belle Turnbull of Breckenridge. And Ms. Trommer, a performance poet, wriKng coach and co-host of the podcast Emerging Form, 
will lead a morning “playshop”.
 Spotlights will occur several Kmes in the day, with a special Spotlight session preceding the Open Mic segment of the program at 4 pm, 
featuring Elle Metrick of Norwood, Lynda LaRocca of Twin Lakes, Travis Hill of Albuquerque, Deborah Westervelt of Montrose, Karen Bellerose 
of Telluride, Brenda Wildrick of Fort Morgan, and A Love Supreme of Denver.

 The Art Center will host all the fesKval events at 1803 N. 7th St. in Grand JuncKon. Tickets will be available at the door: $50 for the enKre 
fesKval and $20 for the five individual shows. Students (high school and college) and seniors (75 and over) will be half-price.

 For more informaKon, contact GoodKmes at art@tellurideinsKtute.org or check the Talking Gourds website: tellurideinsKtute.org/western-
slope-calendar

BOOK CLIFFS POETRY FESTIVAL SEPT. 26 

Poet Wendy Videlock. Courtesy photo.
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Special to the Mirror
DELTA-The Delta Montrose Community Concert AssociaKon presents “You Raise Me Up – Songs of Love, Hope and InspiraKon” on Tuesday, 
Sept. 29 as the first concert of the 2026- 2027 concert season. The concert begins at 7:00 PM at the Delta Performing Arts Center, 822 Grand 
Avenue in Delta. Doors open at 6 PM. Musical duo Erin Shields and David Shenton present their unique and highly entertaining show, You 
Raise Me Up. With over 3,500 combined performances to their credit, these consummate and virtuosic performers have been delighKng 
audiences for years with their sophisKcated show featuring highly original interpretaKons of songs every audience knows and loves. The show, 
which features Shields as vocalist and pianist, and Shenton on piano, violin and vocals has something for everyone. Single admission Kckets will 
be available at the door on the night of the performance: $25 for adults and $5 for students. For more informaKon please contact Anna Marie 
at 801-870- 8621 or Connie at 970-249-4308 or visit www.deltamontroseconcerts.com.

YOU RAISE ME UP – SONGS OF LOVE, HOPE, AND INSPIRATION
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MIRROR CHURCH DIRECTORY
ALL SAINTS ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Address: 2057 S. Townsend, Montrose, CO 
81401. 
Office Hours: By appointment. 
Contact InformaKon: (970) 249-2451 h"ps:// 
www.allsaintsmontrose.org/ Rector: The Rev 
Preston Gordon, 
pgordon@allsaintsmontrose.org  
Worship Service Times: Sundays 9AM, Sunday 
Worship. Wednesdays 11AM, Midweek prayer 
and communion, Wednesday, Noon, MulK-
denominaKonal Community Prayer Hour. 
All Saints Anglican Church is an Evangelical 
Anglican Church commi"ed to the ministry of 
Word, Sacrament, and Spirit. Our music is a 
combinaKon of tradiKonal hymns, 
contemporary, and modern songs. We invite 
kids preschool and up to join our kids worship 
Kme during the 9am Sunday service. We 
would love to welcome you here. Following 
the service, join us for snacks and 
conversaKon. On the third Sunday of the 
month we celebrate a potluck meal together. 
Vision: We see Jesus Christ restoring hope: in 
us and in our world.

Bible BapKst Church
Independent BapKst
112Main St.
P.O. Box 262
Olathe, Co 81425
Tuesday-Friday Phone: 970-808-1021
www.biblebapKstchurcholathe.com
Pastor Gabe Skillo
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.
Sunday  10:30 a.m.
Sunday  6 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study/Prayer 7 p.m.

Cedar Creek Church 
affiliaKon: Evangelical Free
Address: 222 South Townsend Montrose, CO 
81401
Office Hours: 10am-2pm  Tuesday- Friday
Contact: 970-252-1163 ccc@cccmontrose.org
Pastor: Curt Mudge"
Sunday worship:
worship Service: September-May at 10:15am 

Discipleship Hour at 9am
Worship Service: June-August at 9:30am   
Nursery available for 0-4 during worship service
Wednesday Prayer: 5:30-6:15pm
Cedar Creek Church is a welcoming and friendly 
group of people that takes God seriously, but 
not ourselves. 
 We enjoy gathering for encouragement, meals, 
prayer and having fun! 
 Our mission is to exalt Jesus Christ by being a 
Word-centered community of believers who are 
equipped for a life of worship, prayer and 
service, and to   reach our neighbors for Christ. 
Please make plans to come check us out soon!

CELEBRATION CHURCH
DenominaKon:  Southern BapKst Church (SBC – 
Southern BapKst ConvenKon)
Address:  2900 Sunnyside Road, Montrose, CO  
81401
Office Hours:  By appointment
Phone: (970) 497-4925
Email: celebraKonmontrose@gmail.com
Website:  h"ps://celebraKonmontrose.org/
Worship Service Times: 9am and 10:45am
Senior Pastor:  
Pastor Brandon Mathis
Church DescripKon/Mission:  CelebraKon 
Church makes disciples that make disciples.  Our 
core values include the Scripture, discipleship, 
community, service, prayer, love, and unity.
Demographics:  MulK-generaKonal

CelebraKon Kids:  (age birth to 5th grade) 

programs offered both services.  
Student (middle & high school) at 9am.  
Adult -Discipleship classes 8am and 10:45am.  
 
CHRIST’S CHURCH OF THE VALLEY
Name of Church: Christ’s Church of the Valley 
DenominaKon AffiliaKon: Non-denominaKonal 
ChrisKan Church/Church of Christ
Address: 10 Hillcrest Plaza Way. Montrose, CO 
81401
Office hours: Tuesday & Wednesday 9am-noon 
and by appointment.
Contact informaKon:
Phone: 970-249-0530

Email: CCVMontroseCO10@gmail.com
Website: ccvmontrose.org
Name of current Senior Pastor: Ken Lawrence
Worship service Kmes: 10:30 a.m.
Mission: Christ’s Church of the Valley is a 
loving and welcoming church whose purpose 
is to help people to know and grow in our 
Lord Jesus Christ to the glory of God.
DescripKon: CCV is a mulK-generaKonal 
church family. While we are currently 
predominately seniors, we are becoming 
more mulK-generaKonal.
Sunday School & Childcare:  CCV has adult 
Sunday School at 9 a.m. and Youth Church 
during the 10:30 a.m. worship service.

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
DenominaKon: Christ Lutheran Montrose
AffiliaKon: Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
Address: 1980 N. Townsend Ave., Montrose, 
CO  81401
Contact: 970-633-0226
Website: www.montroselutheran.org
Email: montroselutheran@gmail.com
Pastor: Tim Onnen
Worship: Sundays at 9 AM
Sunday School and Adult Bible Class at 10:15 
AM; Women’s Bible Study Fridays at 9 AM. At 
Christ Lutheran Montrose you will find 
friendly people gathered in a welcoming 
environment being comforted and 
encouraged by the forgiveness and love of 
Jesus, and sharing that with one another.
 We are a small congregaKon of seniors and 
middle-aged, sprinkled with young children 
and teenagers.
 
COMMUNITY SPIRIT UNITED CHURCH OF 
CHRIST (UCC)
Address: 504 N. 1st Street (HAP Building)
Office hours: Call or text for appointment
Phone: 970-765-7070
Email: 
spirit@communityspiritucc.org
Website: communityspiritucc.org
Current Pastor: Rev. Wendy Kidd

W
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Worship Service Kmes: 9:30AM, 
We strive to encourage, challenge and 
support one another through spiritual 
growth, worship, and service in our 
community, country, and world. We also 
encourage children and youth to grow their 
relaKonship with Christ through our children 
and student ministries. 
 
HILLCREST CONGREGATIONAL UNITED 
CHURCH OF CHRIST
DenominaKon affiliaKon: United Church of 
Christ
Address: 611 South Hillcrest Drive, Montrose, 
CO 81401
Office hours: By appointment
Contact informaKon:
Phone number: (970) 249-9047
Email address: office@montroseucc.org
Website: montroseucc.org
Current Pastor: Rev. Wendy Kidd
Worship service Kmes: Sunday, 10 a.m.
Hillcrest CongregaKonal UCC is a welcoming, 
open and affirming church, open to all no 
ma"er who you are or where you are on life's 
journey.
Church demographics: HCUCC welcomes all 
ages to worship with us.  (predominately 
family, youth, seniors, singles)
We offer inter-generaKonal worship with a 
children's "prayer-ground" and acKvity 
packets. A cry room is also available.
 
MONTROSE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
DenominaKon AffiliaKon: 
United 
Methodist
Address: 19 S. Park Avenue Montrose CO. 
81401
Office Hours: M-Thu, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Contact InformaKon: 970-249-3716, 
office@montroseumc.org, montroseumc.org
Current Senior Pastor: Rev. Kevin Young
Worship service Kmes: 
9:15 AM to 10:15 AM: Children's, Youth, and  

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
DenominaKon: Christ Lutheran Montrose
AffiliaKon: Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
Address: 1980 N. Townsend Ave., Montrose, 
CO  81401
Contact: 970-633-0226
Website: www.montroselutheran.org
Email: montroselutheran@gmail.com
Pastor: Tim Onnen
Worship: Sundays at 9 AM
Sunday School and Adult Bible Class at 10:15 
AM; Women’s Bible Study Fridays at 9 AM. At 
Christ Lutheran Montrose you will find 
friendly people gathered in a welcoming 
environment being comforted and 
encouraged by the forgiveness and love of 
Jesus, and sharing that with one another.
 We are a small congregaKon of seniors and 
middle-aged, sprinkled with young children 
and teenagers.
 
COMMUNITY SPIRIT UNITED CHURCH OF 
CHRIST (UCC)
Address: 504 N. 1st Street (HAP Building)
Office hours: Call or text for appointment
Phone: 970-765-7070
Email: spirit@communityspiritucc.org
Website: communityspiritucc.org
Current Pastor: Rev. Wendy Kidd
Worship service: Sundays at 11:30 am
Mission: Our commitment to a more inclusive 
and accepKng world is steadfast, and we will 
conKnue to work towards a future where 
everyone can live freely and authenKcally. 
Demographics: We are a small congregaKon 
of mostly adults and seniors, however, we are 
always ready to welcome families and 
children.
 
COVENANT HEBRAIC FELLOWSHIP
DenominaKon affiliaKon.  No affiliaKon
Address Office hours N/A
Contact: 720-951-9941, 
office@ccfmontrose.net, 
www.ccfmontrose.net

Name of current Senior Pastor. Led by elders
Worship service Kmes.  Noon on Saturdays. 
Children’s Church will be offered as needed.
Covenant is a Hebraic roots community that 
studies the Torah as well as the rest of Scripture. 
We learn about the Hebrew roots of the 
language and believe that the Lord's feasts are 
for today. We are predominantly made up of 
older folks, but have some young blood, too.
Sunday School and childcare: None
 
FIRST CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
DenominaKon: Church of the Nazarene
Address: 705 South 12th Street
Office Hours: Tuesday - Thursday 9 am - Noon 
and by Appointment
Contact InformaKon: Office Phone 970 249 
-9213, mncfirst@gmail.com, 
www.montrosenazarenechurch.org
Pastor: Pastor Ian Hyde
Services Sunday: Worship 10:30 AM, Discipleship 
Hour: 9:30 AM.  Discipleship Hour has classes 
across all age groups. Nursery for children 
UNDER 3 is available during Worship and 
Discipleship Hour. Youth Night (6-12th grade): 
Tuesdays, 6:30 PM. Weeknight Bible Study: 
Wednesdays, 6:30 PM. Mission Statement: 
Montrose First Church of the Nazarene exists to 
make Christlike disciples in Montrose Colorado 
and around the world. Demographics: Our 
church consists of older and younger people. We 
have younger families with children and young 
teens and older adults as well. We also support 
the work of Calvary Ranch Colorado and its 
addicKon recovery ministry.
 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
MONTROSE
AffiliaKon: Presbyterian
Address: 1840 E Niagara Rd. Montrose CO. 
81401 Office Hours: M-Thu 9AM - 12PM 
Contact: 970-249-4732, 
inform@fpcmontrose.com, 
www.fpcmontrose.com 
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Jesse G. Mabanglo 

MIRROR CHURCH DIRECTORY Continued from previous pg
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MIRROR CHURCH DIRECTORY
Adult Sunday School; ChrisKan EducaKon & 
Fellowship.
10:30 AM: Sanctuary & Virtual Worship 
Montrose UMC is a leader in being fully 
inclusive, loving, and just servants of Christ. 
Our church family welcomes people from 
various cultural and faith backgrounds: single, 
married, remarried, with or without children, 
from diapers to dentures. Wherever you are 
on your spiritual journey we invite you to 
come discover hope, joy, peace, purpose. 
 
ROSEMONT BAPTIST CHURCH
AffiliaKon: Southern BapKst
Address: 1598 E. Niagara Road, Montrose,
CO 81401
Office Hours: Tues-Thurs, 9am-4pm
Contact informaKon:
Phone: 970.249.4887
website: www.RosemontBapKst.org
youtube.com/@rosemontbapKstchurch
facebook.com/RosemontBapKst
email: office@rosemontbapKst.org
Senior Pastor: Rolland Kenneson
Worship Service Time: Our engaging and 
relevant Sunday Worship Service is at 10:45 
AM.  
 We also have small groups we call  L.I.F.E. 
Groups for all ages on Sunday mornings at 
9:15 AM.  
 We strive to have each of our small groups 
live L.I.F.E. together. 
Rosemont BapKst's desire is to passionately 
bring people face-to-face with the life-
changing power of Jesus Christ.  
 We are a mulKgeneraKonal church from 
different walks of life who love Jesus, love 
each other, and love our community. 
 Everyone comes dressed in whatever is 
comfortable. 
 We love meeKng new people no ma"er 
where they are at in life . 
 
 
ST. STEPHEN'S ANGLICAN CHURCH

DenominaKon: Anglican-Reformed 
Episcopal Church (REC)
Address: 2405 Sunnyside Road, Montrose
970-249-4868
Contact: ststephensmontrose@yahoo.com
www.ststephensmontrose.com
Rev. Dec. Garre" Agajanian
St. Stephen's is a community of caring ChrisKans 
rooted in the godly tradiKons of the past, focused 
on the challenges of the present, hopeful for the 
future, conKnuing in the Faith once delivered to 
the saints, using the 1928 Book of Common 
Prayer.
Sunday: Holy Communion10 am. 
Fellowship following service. 
 Children’s nursery available (unstaffed).
VICTORY BAPTIST CHURCH 
OF MONTROSE
DenominaKon AffiliaKon: Independent BapKst
Address: 2890 N Townsend Ave., Montrose, CO 
81401
Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8am-12pm
Contact InformaKon: Phone (970) 249-6874; 
email at info@vbcmontrose.org; website: 
vbcmontrose.org
Current Pastor: Roland Kassales
Worship Service Times: Sunday School at 9:30am, 
Sunday AM Service at 10:30am, Sunday PM 
Service at 6pm, Wednesday Night Service at 
6:30pm (all services include childcare)
Victory BapKst Church exists to exalt God, edify 
saints, and evangelize the lost.
Demographics: Victory BapKst serves everyone 
with age-appropriate classes, groups, and 
acKviKes. Families with children make up the 
majority of VBC with young adults, singles, 
middle-aged couples, and seniors comprising the 
rest. 
 
 
CHURCH DIRECTORY
MIRROR EDITORIAL STAFF
MONTROSE-As a way of serving the faith 
community in Montrose, the Montrose Mirror is 
in the process of establishing a Church Directory. 

IIf your congregaKon or fellowship would like 
to be included in the directory, please supply 
the following informaKon to the Montrose 
Mirror:
Name of church
DenominaKon affiliaKon 
Address Office hours
Contact informaKon (phone number, email 
address, website)
Name of current Senior Pastor
Worship service Kmes
Please give a one sentence descripKon of 
your church and its mission in the Montrose 
community.
Brief descripKon of your current church 
demographics (predominately family, youth, 
seniors, singles). 
Do your church services include Sunday 
School and childcare?
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COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS

CITIZENS JOIN MONTROSE COUNTY FOR TIME CAPSULE CEREMONY

Special to the Mirror
Photo courtsy of Montrose Coumty
MONTROSE-On Sept. 15, 2026, we gathered at the Historic Montrose County 
Courthouse for a special Time Capsule Ceremony celebraKng our community’s 
history, the people who have helped shape it, and the generaKons who will carry 
its story forward.
 The ceremony included a video presentaKon about the 1922 Kme capsule, 
remarks from County Commissioners and Montrose County Assessor Brad 
Hughes, and an opportunity for the public to view the items selected for the new 
Kme capsule. These pieces of our community will now be preserved for 100 
years, unKl September 15, 2126, when a future generaKon of Montrose County 
residents will open it and discover a glimpse of life in 2026.
 We are especially grateful to the talented team of local woodworkers, Jim 
Norfleet, DusKn Orth, Rich Barker and Len Cribbs, who created a beauKful, 
handcraked wooden Montrose County logo for the project. Their excepKonal craksmanship is truly a work of art. The piece is now displayed 
on the third floor of the Historic Courthouse, between the cases containing the arKfacts from the 1922 Kme capsule.
 Another meaningful piece of our community’s history is also on display in the Courthouse. The commemoraKve quilt hanging above the third-
floor staircase was created from fabric taken from hundreds of handmade face masks sewn by women throughout the Montrose community 
during the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020. The remaining masks were carefully taken apart and transformed into several quilts by Janis “Jan” 
Edwards and Margaret “Margi” Young. These quilts preserve the story of a difficult chapter in our history while also honoring the compassion, 
creaKvity and community spirit that helped carry us through those challenging years.
 A special thank-you goes to Stryker & Co., Inc. for their work in unearthing the 1922 Kme capsule and for their conKnued assistance with 
placing the new capsule that will be opened in 2126. Sco" Stryker, Zane Brown and Charles Bunny were recognized during today’s ceremony 
for their invaluable contribuKons to this effort.
 Our deepest appreciaKon also goes to the Time Capsule Team, Brad Hughes, Tim Stroh, Ma" Weed, Jennifer Murray, Zane Brown, Sco" 
Stryker and Erika Story. Their countless hours of sorKng, cataloging and preparing the 1922 arKfacts for public display have helped bring a 
century of Montrose County history back to life.
 The contents of the 1922 Kme capsule are now on display in glass cases on the third floor of the Historic Montrose County Courthouse and 
can be viewed by the public during normal business hours.
 Today, we added another chapter to Montrose County’s story. One hundred years from now, we hope the people who open the 2026 Kme 
capsule will see more than the objects we chose to preserve. We hope they will see a reflecKon of the people, values, challenges and 
community spirit that defined Montrose County in our Kme.
 From 1922, to 2026, to 2126, our story conKnues.
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ONGOING- 

Altrusa InternaKonal of Montrose believes in "Leading to a Be"er Community" and is always looking for new members.  We 
meet in Montrose on the first three Tuesdays of each month.  Our local Altrusa Club has given back over $1,000,000 in 50 
years.  Our members unite their varied talents in service to others, achieving as a group what individuals cannot do alone.  If 
you are interested in more informaKon or to come to a meeKng, please contact us at 970-765-7666 or Email: 
Altrusa.Montrose@gmail.com or h"ps://www.altrusamontrose.org/ 
BLACK CANYON AUDUBON SOCIETY provides a monthly program on the 2nd Thursday of the month at 7 pm at Baldridge 
Hall, Montrose United Methodist Church, 647 South 1st Street.  All are welcome and there is no charge.  These meeKngs are 
also available via Zoom. For informaKon about the speaker and topic presented each month go to the 
blackcanyonaudubon.org.
Tuesday - 1st and 3rd Tuesdays Black Canyon Audubon Society hosts monthly birdwatching field trips in the Montrose area 
on 1st Tuesdays of the month and in the Delta area on the 3rd Tuesdays of the month. Check out the website for field trip 
details at blackcanyonaudubon.org.
BINGO EVERY FRIDAY, SATURDAY, SUNDAY at 7pm at the American Legion Post 24 Olathe doors open at 5:30. Sunday Bingo 
will start at 1:30pm. More info call Tom 970 260 8298.
Bosom Buddies breast cancer support group, Wednesdays noon-12:45, 645 S. 5th Street 

COLUMBINE QUILTERS meet at Welcome Home Alliance Warrior Resource  Center,  4 Hillcrest Plaza Way  Montrose.  1st 
Saturday except for July at 9 am.
CRAFTERNOON AT THE LIBRARY-The Crakernoon  group meets weekly, on Thursdays from 11 AM-1 PM, to knit or crochet 
items for charity and this is the 2nd year that they have "yarn stormed" the library. This year, it was done in spirit of the 
250/150 celebraKon. Our lobby, courtyard, and front entrance areas have all been decorated in red, white, and blue.
FRIENDSHIP QUILTERS meets at the Montrose County Events Center, 4th Thursday Jan - Oct, 3rd Thursday Nov - Dec, 9am. 

MONTROSE ALTRUSA-1st Tuesday of the month Program meeKng; 2nd Tuesday of the month commi"ee meeKng; 3rd 
Tuesday of the month Business meeKng. MeeKngs are held at the Field House on the corner of Colorado Avenue and Rio 
Grande Avenue at Noon.
MONTROSE AREA WOODTURNERS Montrose Area Woodturners meet second Saturdays 9 am.  Chapter of the American 
AssociaKon of Woodturners.  For locaKon and informaKon contact: Al Head 970-209-0981 or aheadaviaKon@outlook.com
MONTROSE FARMERS MARKET (970) 249 0705 Centennial Plaza, 433 S. 1st St. Montrose, CO 81401 
www.valleyfoodpartnership.org. Year-Round Farmers Market, Saturdays 9am-1pm (Summer), every other Saturday 
10am-1pm (Winter). Accepts SNAP and Double Up Food Bucks. 
MONTROSE HISTORICAL SOCIETY meets 1st Wednesday of the month @ Friendship Hall, 1001 North Second, Montrose, 7 
pm   (970) 249-2085 www.montrosehistory.org.
NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH-3rd Wednesday of every month at 6pm, the Montrose County Neighborhood Watch meets at the 
Sheriff's Office at 1200 N Grand Ave 
NURSE FAMILY PARTNERSHIP-Breasjeeding Support Group on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of every month. An infant scale will 
also be available to check your baby's weight. Breasjeeding Support Group (Bring your quesKons and your family!) 
Montrose County  Event Center  (1036 North 7th Street Room 3) 10am - 12pm. QuesKons? Please call 970-252-5015.

MONTHLY
Sept. 24-Friendship Quilters of Western Colorado will meet Thursday, Sept. 24, at Friendship Hall, Montrose County 
Fairgrounds, 1001 N Second Street in Montrose. The meeKng starts at 9am with social Kme, followed by a business meeKng, 
program featuring challenge quilts, and show and share. QuesKons? 360.448.0153.
Oct. 6-Tuesday Oct, 6 at 5 CiKzens' Climate Lobby  meets at Hispanic Affairs 504 N. 1st, Environmental, Local non Partisan, 
All Welcome, Local plans to mitigate effects of planet pollution, info 970-765-9095

SAVE THE DATE
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Special to the Mirror
MONTROSE-Keeping to a decades -long 
tradiKon, Senator Marc Catlin and wife Kerri 
delivered Pocket ConsKtuKons to Laurie Laird 
with Montrose County School District for 
distribuKon to teachers and students on 
September 17th - ConsKtuKon Day.  Also 
donated to the school district and the 
Montrose Regional Library Director Paul 
Paladino, is an educaKonal piece with facts 
and informaKon about the ConsKtuKon 
created by Montrose Republican Women and 
sponsored by Ross Turner of Turner 
Chevrolet and the Montrose Press. 

COMMEMORATING 
CONSTITUTION DAY


