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EMPLOYEE PROMOTIONS, A RETIREMENT, AN OUTAGE SPARKED BY A RACCOON

Delta Montrose Electric Association (DMEA) Holds A Regular Meeting

By Gail Marvel
MONTROSE-On July 28, the Delta Montrose Electric Asso-
ciation (DMEA) Board of Directors Regular meeting was
called to order at 3pm. All board members were present
in person.

The call to order was followed by the Pledge of Alle-
giance, determination of a quorum, and approval of the
agenda.

Introductions: Attendees were comprised of board mem-
bers, department heads, staff, and virtual guest/member
Joseph Gill. CEO Jack Johnston gave the Board information
on upcoming changes in staff personnel/titles:

As of August 13:

-Katie Yergensen will be promoted to Chief Communica-
tions Officer

-Sarah Abbott will be promoted to Chief Administrative
Officer & General Counsel

-Amy Gavell will take on the added role of Operation
Round-Up Executive Director

-Chad Stickler, Chief Safety Officer, will retire as of Oct. 1.
General Business

Action Item: Consent Items
-Membership & Meter Report

Continued pg 34
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The first telephone in the Whitehouse was installed in
the telegraph room the year after Calvin Coolidge went

out of office; a phone was not put in the Oval Office until
many years later. Photo from the National Archives.

Lauren Hall Ruddell: Montrose Teen Hopes to

Mayor’s Minute:

The regular DMEA Board of Directors Meeting was held
on July 28. (L to R) CEO Jack Johnston presented to Di-
rector Enno Heuscher a Certificate of Achievement. Heu-
scher completed the National Rural Electric Cooperative
Association (NRECA) Credentialed Cooperative Director
Program. Photo by Gail Marvel.

By Bob Cox

MONTROSE-As Colorado turns 150 years old as a
state, there are numerous celebrations and recogni-
tions of the, "Centennial State;" but when we
turned 50, back in 1926, there was comparatively
little celebration. In fact, the recognition of the tele-
phone probably received more attention than Colo-
rado's birthday that year.

On March 10, 1876, Alexander Bell ran a few wires
from his room to his assistant's room in the same
building and talked to his assistant over Bell's new
invention. In 1926, that event was celebrating its
50th year along with Colorado. The Bell System, as it
became known, became the most popular business
in the nation. Bell's few words, "Watson, come here,
I need you," have etched their way into history.
Governor Clarence Morley was only seven years old
when Colorado became a state, but, as Governor, he
had the opportunity to recognize the state's bicen-

tennial. Morely proved to be a Continued pq 25

Your Brain on Nature! Take his Game to Spain!

By Mayor Michael Badagliacco!

Cartoon by Tim Jones!
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[ ] Saturday Closure REGIONAL
| NEWS BRIEFS

The Montrose Regional Library will
be closed on Saturdays starting BLACK CANYON AUDUBON SOCIETY

August 1, 2026. TO HOLD HUMMINGBIRD PROGRAM
The library o AT RIDGWAY STATE PARK AUG. 8

will remain
open
Mon-Thurs 10-
7, Fri 10-6, and §
Sunday 1-5.

Special to the Mirror

MONTROSE-On Saturday, Aug. 8, 9 - 11am - Jewels of the
Air: The Hummingbird’s Secret Mission. Join the experts
from the Black Canyon Audubon Society (BCAS) at the
Ridgway State Park Pa-Co-Chu-Puk Ponds. Perfect for
families and bird lovers who want an up-close look at the
world’s smallest high-performance pilots. From their
impossible flight patterns to their epic migrations, you’ll
discover the incredible "superpowers" that make hum-
mingbirds some of the most mysterious and magical

For more information ViSit creatures in the park. FREE (Park pass required for en-

try). For information see https://cpw.state.co.us/event/

httpS://WWW.montroselibrary.org. education/2026/08/jewels-air-hummingbirds-secret-

mission

320 S 2nd, www.montroselibrary.org MONTROSE REGIONAL
Mon-Thurs 10-7, Fri 10-6, Sat 10-5, Sun 1-5

(970)249-9656. B LIBRARY DISTRICT
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ASSOCIATION of REALTORS

A Community Stands Together.

Honoring the sacrifice of pilot Nicholas Dale
while coming together to support his wife and two young children.

Thisls 2 Canadian piot Nichol s Dl

mwmmw o

Gold Mountain Fire in Colorado. And asa

thank you, US lawmakers and Trump scak

10 =anction Canada for our forest fires He i

'@ s behind a wife and 2 children_RIP e e

On July 12, 2026, Canadian pilot Nicholas Dale tragically lost his life fighting the
Gold Mountain Fire near Silverjack. He leaves behind a wife and two small
children. To show that our community cares, local Realtor, Debra Walker is
organizing a card drive to surround the Dale family with messages of gratitude
and comfort. In addition, Alpine Bank has established a dedicated fund to offer
direct financial support, launching the effort with an initial $10,000 donation.
How you can wrap your arms around the Dale family:

e Send a Card of Encouragement: Drop off sympathy cards or fill one out on
site at the Artisan Market (443 East Main St.) or at the MADA Fiesta booth on
August 17th

* Donate to the Family Fund: Alpine Bank is collecting community donations
through August 31, with 100% of all funds going straight to the family.

» Give Online or In Person: Contributions can be made at any Alpine Bank
location or online at alpinebank.com/goldmtnfire.

Is your agent a member of the Montrose Association of Realtors®?

Honoring our heroes. Supporting their loved ones. Uniting our community.

www.montroseassociationofrealtors.com
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RULES FOR LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

.WM“* PDeale
Viontross] FordkiNissen R

Online Service Appointments,
and We!ll Come to You!

Dear Readers:

We appreciate your letters! We like reading and hear-
ing opinions from all perspectives. We are sharing
herewith our updated guidelines:

In the past we have had one rule, to be implemented
at the editor’s discretion. We are now including two
more suggested “Rules” for letter writers.

RULE 1. The Dead Horse Rule has been in place from
the start of the Mirror. This is somewhat self-
explanatory, but there are times when something has
been said so many times it can run afoul of the “Dead
Horse Rule,” in which case we will inform the writer.
This rule now includes requests to re-print letters that
have already run.

RULE 2. While there are always exceptions, a letter
can often say what needs to be said in one page or
less. Our pages are 8.5 X 11, we use a 10 pt Calibri
font; letters that are roughly 800 words fit well within
this suggested guideline.

RULE 3. Please limit repetitive mud-slinging to avoid
bumping up against Rule 1. Also, in the case of those
writing to intentionally discredit a public official or
candidate for public office, please provide a link to the
source of your allegation if possible. Unsourced, un-
proven allegations are not credible, and could in fact
be untruths. Finally, opinions expressed in letters and
commentary are those of the authors themselves, and
do not reflect the views of the Montrose Mirror or
editorial staff.

Thank you,

Caitlin Switzer,

Ford Mobile Service.
Our tech. Your driveway.

Added convenience, no added charge
That's ownership built around you

Tap To Schedule Service Now

0 AR P B AT D W LA e L84 A

Or phone:
97-24-576

Accessories

2 ST
BEST of the Valley for 2025! o for the

\ B Whole
Family!

- BEST New Auto Dealer

« BEST Ol Change Shop _“ N0 ' ‘ \
*BEST Auto Repalr M

"
fri Fekamen Sty Saxte Marud [ Verges e Vager

AT 970-249 4576

m‘ ;MUFQCNJSEQ.S.F C MontroseFordNissan.com

. ONLINE NEWS
ASSOCIATION

Montrose Mjrr Or )@. coloradopress

Fresh news for busy people

Serving Colorado and Beyond Since 2010!

Published every Monday in Montrose, Colorado, the Montrose Mirror reaches a readership of more than 35,000 across the region and around the world
Editor: Caitlin Switzer

Publisher: Harry Switzer

Of Counsel: B, Switzer, Esq.

For information, advenisinq opporrunitfes, or to submit content:
Email: Editor@montrosemirror.com

Website: www.montr ir
Connect with us on soc:al medio:

or.com

www.Fac om/MontroseMirror

www instagram. com/ P'x ntroseMirror

We welcome community contributions and commentory! Please note, submitted content does not necessarily reflect the views of the Montrose Mirror or its editori
ol team, (n oddition to the Online News Association, we hold memberships in the Colorado Press Association and Society for Professionol Journalists
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WHITEY'S

HOME IMPROVEMENT, INC.

Replacement Windows Seamless Rain Gutters

« Vinyl Insulated Low E Glass + 5" & 6" Aluminum, Steel, and Copper

» Windows & Patio Doors « Over 30 Colors Available

Entry Door System Gutter Leaf Guard

» Insulated Steel & Fiberglass + Many Styles Patio Covers & Lattice Pergolas
Storm Doors - Steel & Aluminum - Any Size

» Heavy Duty « Many Styles & Colors « Attached or Freestanding

Exterior Siding - Low Maintenance = Mobile Home Improvements
* Insulated Vinyl + Aluminum or Steel * Roofing, Windows, Doors, & Siding
Eaves & Overhang Coverings Skylights & Suntubes

« Vinyl-Aluminum « Low Maintenance * Many Sizes & Styles

Before You Buy, Give Whitey’s a Try!

“Serving the Local Area Since 1947”

Montrose Delta
970-249-9603 wwwWhiteyshomeimprovementcon 970-874-3665
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THIS PROPERTY IS ADU APPROVED!

What does that mean for you? It means that if you have a need for an additional
living unit for a family member or friend, an accessory building with a living space can
be built. Being in the Montrose Re-Do district means water and sewer tap services cos
less. Go to the City of Montrose, Colorado Government website to get the application.
Looking for value? This is the property that gives it, and so much more!

n Cull [estie Gote jos Mot Jujormation Today!

L, 970-275-3195 1) LESLIEGOREREALTOR@GMAILCOM &5 HTTPS/TINYURL.COM/LESLIEGOREC21

Stap b Y wd faaz Bl ki et kit oo muchl offer/

LARGE =i SPACIOUS 9 PLENTY OF
FENCED YARD lr_"[[j KITCHEN E§ LIVING SPACE

Located near everything Montrose has to offer.

SQUARE FOOTAGE THINK OF THE

1 - 8 72 PRICE PER

SQUARE FOOT!

SQFT The vilue is here!

-;C E N TU RY 21 . SMARTER. BOLDER. FASTER.

Elevated Real Estate THAT'S THE C21 DIFFERENCE.

Each office is independently owned and operated,
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS

MIJARES WAS REMOVED BY A COUP, NOT THE BALLOT

Editor:
In the July 27th Mirror edition, Aimee
Tooker, claims that the Central Com-
mittee of the Montrose County Republi-
can Party should have vetted Scott Mijar-
es and Sean Pond. She conveniently over-
looks or ignores the fact that the Central
Committee was not responsible for
vetting Mijares. He was in fact vetted by
the registered Party members in the 2024
Primary who elected him due in part to
his success as an entrepreneur or busi-
ness owner, creating and managing budg-
ets, conservative values, platform, and he
invested his “own money” in the commu-
nity (did not accept one penny or tax
break by the City that a few other busi-
nesses accepted) over his Primary oppo-
nent who had existing Federal Tax Liens
going back years, filed bankruptcy, and
had no demonstrable successful business
experience. The choice for County Com-
missioner that involves developing and
implementing a multi-million dol-
lar county budget clearly demonstrated
that Mijares was the far better candidate
for the Montrose County Republican Par-
ty. His opponent with the above men-
tioned Federal Liens, however, was sup-
ported by Commissioner Sue Hansen.
Sean Pond was the one elected by the

Central Committee to fill a vacancy under
State statute and the Party’s By-Laws. He
had an opponent, and again Commission-
er Hansen endorsed him too, yet her guy
lost!

Aimee Tooker apparently overlooks too
or ignores the fact that Mijares replace-
ment, Kirstin Copeland, was not
vetted. We hardly knew of her record and
platform, yet she was elected with far less
votes than Mijares. This was not demo-
cratic and violated the will of the people
that elected Mijares. In Monty George’s
letter printed on July 20th in the Mirror,
he stated the recall that removed Mijares
was a COUP!

Tooker also states that “good people are
bullied or falsely accused”. She is correct
on this one, because the group behind the
Mijares recall aligned themselves with
those that falsely accused Mijares and his
supporters, during 2024 Primary violated
the Party members First Amendment
right to peacefully assemble with violent
outbursts and verbal assaults, violated pre
-Primary neutrality By-Laws (e.g. their
beloved Sue Hansen) etc etc. As for Han-
sen, David White’s July 27th article on her
is just the beginning of shining the light on
her real record and conduct. This is what
Mijares was up against. Sue Hansen op-

posed him during the Primary as previous-
ly stated and opposed him for the General
Election. The latter was far worse since
Hansen was a registered Republican (at
that time) who failed to support the Par-
ty’s candidate.

In fact, Hansen and her colleagues
rushed through hiring a new County Man-
ager who was not qualified rather than
allow the newly elected Commissioners
make that decision as well as rushed to
sign-off on the North Campus. This has
already resulted in the financial boondog-
gle even before construction is completed
that Mijares tried to pre-
vent. Unfortunately for him and our com-
munity his style or abrasive manner re-
sulted in the recall. The substance of the
issues he raised for making our County a
better community and being fiscally re-
sponsible were overlooked. But then his
opponents never accepted his election
victory and thereby his platform, so he
had to be removed not by the ballot but
again by a COUP.

Today some of the same players are call-
ing for the removal of our newly elected
School Board President and Town Mayor,
because again they will not accept the
election results.

John Brown, Montrose

|

|

|

I Medical and Surgical
I Treatment of Ears, Nose,
1 Sinus and Throat

| Problems

|

|

|

Charles E. Harper, M.D.

231 S, Nevada Ave. Montrose
970-249-3800 \

b

In Montrose Since 2007
Most Insurance Plans Accepted

Montrose Bars, Nose and Throat Center

Y.

Removal of Skin Cancers
from Ears, Face and Neck

Treatment of Hearing Loss
/"‘


http://mentc.com/
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THIS HOME IS IN THE HIGHLY COVETED QUAIL CREEK RANCH SUBDIVISION.

Built in 2025, this property features three spacious bedrooms on the main level and 2.5 baths, sitting on
1.5 irrigated acres. The home includes a deep two-car attached garage with a large concrete driveway for
easy maneuvering, as well as a matching two-car detached garage/shop.

Inside, the front entry opens up to a bright, open-concept floor plan with high-end finishes and plenty of natural
sunlight. The large, warm living room features a cozy gas fireplace and a convenient adjoining office. The
beautiful kitchen is equipped with rich custom green cupboards, quartz counter tops, stainless steel appliances, a
raised breakfast bar, and a huge pantry. There is ample storage throughout the home, including two coat closets,
laundry room storage, and a large primary suite retreat with a walk-in closet featuring built-in drawers and shelves.
Upstairs, there is also a large bonus room perfect for a media room, fitness space, or guest room. The outdoor space
is equally impressive. Because the house faces west, the backyard gets the morning sun and is shaded in the
afternoons and features a large covered concrete patio, a large lawn with a sprinkler system, trees, decorative rock
landscaping, and an attractive split-rail fence. The front view feels open and looks out onto a well-maintained vacant
space owned by the neighbors, while the back porch offers a beautiful view of the San Juan Mountains.

Some of the owner’s favorite features include the climate-controlled heat and air, the split-level floor plan, the rich
green kitchen cupboards that always receive compliments, and the abundant storage options.

1,100,000
MLS #837610

-
A 4

Call today for more information!

nfarmanon deemed refolye. but not guaranteed

DARREL D. HOLMAN, Broker Associate

REMAX Alpine View | (970) 209-0032
MEMBER OF MONTROSE, GRAND JUNCTION, & TELLURIDE MLS
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS

ELECTIONS ARE NOT FAR AWAY

Editor:

Pedophiles Rejoice: Some dismal statistics from the Wall Street Apes @WallStreetApes:
- Over 70% of child rapists get ONLY PROBATION in Colorado.

Under Democrats Colorado is:
- Number 1 in car theft

- Number 2 most dangerous state in the country

- Number 4 in rape
- Number 4 in property crime
- Number 8, highest violent crime rate

- Number 10 highest rate of human trafficking
- Over 70% of child rapists get only probation
“A bill initiated by GOP rep Brandy Bradley that would mandate jail time for child rapists was killed by the Democrats 3 years in a
row. It was killed under current law. You can rape up to 3 children and still get probation, making Colorado the most pedophile

friendly state in the country”

This is 100% true, the bills being referenced are HB25-1073 and SB26-111

But it doesn’t stop there

- Colorado has one of the highest per capita rates of certain sex offenses - Colorado ranks among the least affordable states in the

country, recently as low as 47th

- Tens of thousands of Coloradans become homeless annually, they now rank 10th in homelessness

- Colorado has one of the worst teacher pay gaps in the country despite Democrats narrative of wanting to pay teachers more

- Colorado has 3rd highest rate in the nation for fentanyl overdoses. Here’s why Colorado gives child sex offenders probation:
Under Colorado’s Sex Offender Lifetime Supervision Act, judges currently have the discretion to sentence people convicted of
Class 3 or Class 4 felony sexual assault on a child to supervised probation instead of prison

This even goes for offenders in “position of trust” cases. So basically everyone gets a free pass and gets probation In order to actu-
ally get a real punishment for being a child sex offender you basically have to be a repeat offender or also have violence involved.
Above quoted from Wall Street Apes. Colorado's October/November elections are not far away.

Richard Wojciechowski, Ouray County

COUNCIL WAS SURPRISED BY THE QUESTIONS AND HAD NO ANSWERS

Editor:

At the City Council meeting July 29, dis-
cussed were two of seven amendments to
the City’s Charter, its “Constitution,” no
less. Seven are being proposed to add to
the November ballot by the mayor. They
are strongly opposed by many citizens,
and two Councilors.

In public comments concerning the first
two were surfaced issues of serious
“unintended consequences,” issues that
very obviously surprised the Councilors.
Issues produced by research done by the
citizens, in public comments. The Council
was surprised by the questions and had no
answers. The Councilors obviously had
not done their homework, but the citizens
had.

Also mentioned, were a number of dead-

lines to be met in the process toward the
ballot, some also to the surprise of the
Council. Producing clear and concise ballot
language of just these two amendments
timely caused the City Attorney to lose
color.

Directing the drafting of the amendments
is the responsibility of the Councilors, very
obviously not prepared to do their job
thoroughly, let alone timely. Responsibility
to be completely sure that these amend-
ments and all consequences are known
and understood belongs to the Council.
For the voters to thoroughly understand
the changes, to support their informed
choices in November, is also the job of the
Council, not the staff, or the voters. If the
Council fail to understand their own de-
manded changes, how can the voters do

so?

Many urgent requests from the public
and from two of the Councilors for a com-
mission allowing members of the public to
complete a thorough review of any
amendments have been ignored by the
mayor and his two sycophant Councilors.
The response from the mayor is to “let the
people decide” by their votes in Novem-
ber, and to shut down discussion of a
commission by Councilors and the public.
The November ballot, as of last night, was
just 97 days away.

Despite repeated questions about the
“rush” by the mayor, despite no clearly
specified benefits provided by them, no
clear reason for that “rush”, no clear in-
tent for the changes, it continues.

Jan Edwards, Montrose
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. 1563 Ogden Road
v (970) 249-6658

alpine-view-ogden-rd-montrose-co.remax.com

£A\UPINIE N TEW ™ 1K A LOOK AT THESE PROPERTIES!

ey
MLS # 837577| 19685 Hwy 550 | GARY COOPER
Located on a beautstul and peivate 3 irrigated acres south of Montrose,
this property boasts numerous pine, shade, and fruit trees. The property
features a 42'448° Cleary buliding with armple room for cars and
additional toys, The home has a beautiful kitchen with stainless steel
applances. oak cabinets, and granite countertops. Approvimatedy 1/2 of from any further envromental clean-up and the Broker wit place
the property is fenced with elk fence, with the remaining property in documentastion affirming that in Associsted Docs. This property wes
wrigated pasture. Horselly Creek runs through the northwest comer of priced allowing for remodsling and upgrading of the lot and the
the property. stucture.

MLS #837503 | 310 S Townsend Avenue | DAVID KIENHOLZ
Many possible uses for this high exposure location, plenty of room for ;
off-street parking for the many Lses that are allowed Tor this location,
Buliding s solid and can be remodeled for alowed uses. 3 averhesd
doors that could become winaows. This propecty has been released

MLS #836386 | Thd Divide/Davewood Road| JUSTIN CONVINGTON MLS #830946| 3200 Ravens Crest | DEE HOLMAN

Besutiful wooded b&-acre ot that is located in the heart of Uncompahgre This § Bedroom, 2 Bath, 3 Car garage home Is ‘ocated In the desrable oo
Plateau within unit 62, This lot has a domestic Raven's Crest Subdvision. The home was recently panted, setsona = -
pressurized water for your future cabin. This pome location provides corner lot. The home is very open, the Kitchen opens up Into the fargs -

IMIng room with siiing glass Aoars ta the private backyard. Thereisalot . |
. oftile on the floors, baths and showers. There are § bedrooms making
’ '_'“ for a grant famity home. The kitchen is very open with lots of space and

= cabinots. -- .

with thousands of acres of National Forest to enjoy.
Whether your camping, hiking. horseback riding or enjoying your ATV
this i5 the perfect location for all your recreation neods:

and wants. This tot is ocated about 20 min from Montrose via

Road.

Our professionals... call us!
Dee Holman, Broker: (970) 209-0032 David Kienholz, Broker: (970) 209-1430
Aaron Tobler, Broker: (970) 275-0780 Gary Cooper, Broker: (970) 209-7710
Britany Butler, Broker: (970) 209-4388 Justin Covington, Broker: (970) 275-4189
Chris Cooper, Broker: (970) 270-3284 Mark Covington, Broker: (970) 209-1956

Vicki Jones, Broker: (970) 209-3018 Steve Zahniser, Broker: (970) 765-1719
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS

BILL BELL IS KNOWN AS A MASTER MANIPULATOR

Editor:

As it is in far too many instances, local
politics is a direct reflection of what we
see day-to-day on the national level. Over
several decades, the once great Democrat
party that put the welfare of our country
first and foremost, has been hijacked by
liberal progressive socialist/communist
ideology. Their modus operandi involves
intimidation, resistance, obfuscation, de-
ception, and just plain lying to achieve,
retaining or recapturing political pow-

er. That dark side of the Democrat party
raised its ugly head here in Montrose with
the Mijares recall and it used all of the
Alinsky tools to convince a gullible voting
public that a recall was necessary. That
sad chapter was orchestrated by Sue Han-
sen and the local socialist/communists
that live among us.

Subsequent to the recent Montrose City
Council election, the balance of power in
the city has suddenly shifted and those
same ideologues have once again raised
their ugly heads to resist and impede a
much needed change of direction in our
city government. The same nucleus of
individuals that orchestrated the Mijares
Recall have now started another liberal
progressive socialist/communist nonprofit
suspiciously named neighbors for good
governance. However, based on what
has occurred in our city government un-
der Bill Bell’s tenure as City Manager, |
doubt that any of them would recognize
good government if it stared them in the
face.

During the first couple of years of his ten-
ure as City Manager, Bill Bell weeded out
and fired city employees that were not
intimidated by him. With the Charter
change approved in 2014 he took total
control of our city government as his own
little fiefdom during which he has man-
aged by manipulation and intimida-
tion. Multiple City Council members have
allowed this to happen, all to the detri-
ment of Montrose taxpayers. Where
were those good “neighbors for the good
governance” during all of these
years?? But the real question is why did a
long list of City Council members never
question the direction of our city govern-

ment?

Bill Bell is known as a master manipulator
and few members of the public are aware
of the fact that when new council mem-
bers come on board, he requires them to
fill out a psychological profile for
him. Why would a city employee require
a psychological report on his employers
who sit on City Council??? The answer is
as plain as a nose on your face. For years,
he used those psychological reports to
manipulate council members who were
easily and unknowingly swayed to adopt
his bidding. Thankfully, our two newest
council members have declined to partici-
pate in Bell’s manipulation scheme by

refusing to fill out his psychological pro-
file.

Finally, we have a couple of city council
members with a clear understanding of
the employer/employee relationship.

Make no mistake, NFGG, non-profit, was
formed to create dissension among Mont-
rose citizens solely because of the power
shift in our local government. Citi-
zens should consider anything that comes
from this group with a giant grain of salt. if
you have questions, contact your elected
representatives. And attend work ses-
sions, either in person or by Zoom to fully
understand the issues in question.

Dee Laird, Montrose

Make Integrated Dermatology

of Montrose your skincare
destination of choice!

Spencer Hamner,
PA-C

Providing safe, sophisticated
care featuring:
- Precancer & Cancer Screenings

- Skin, Nail, & Hair Disease Treatment
& Management

- Non-Invasive Repair of Damaged Skin
* MOHs Surgeries

- Cosmetic Procedures

- TeleDerm Appointments

- Parking Lot Check-Ins

- Monthly Specials
Carly Routzahn,
PA-C
3480 Wolverine Dr. INTEGRATED
Suite F DERMATOLOGY of Montrose

Montrose, CO

Call today at 970-252-7444 or visit us at;
www.IntegratedDermatologyofMontrose.com



http://www.integrateddermatologyofmontrose.com/
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THE LEGEND IS

TRACK THE LOCAL TALES

We've heard the stories. Across Delta and Montrose counties, people have been asking questions. How
does Elevate keep bringing fiber internet to more communities? How can service be so fast, reliable,
AND offer local tech support? And what's with the reports of a large blue creature appearing shortly
before internet service arrives in an area?

We can't explain every blurry photo, mysterious footprint, or late-night sighting. What we can tell you is
that our team works hard every day to connect homes, businesses, and communities with legendary
fiber internet. Still, as our network continues to grow, so do the theories. Coincidence? Maybe. But we're
starting to understand why some folks think there might be something—or someone—helping us along
the way.

Confirm your sightings with proven internet.

Order service today!

ELEVATE

elevate



http://www.elevateinternet.com/
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS

NEGATIVE PATTERN EMERGING WITH SCHOOL DISTRICT ATTORNEY

Dear Editor,

There is a pattern that is emerging from
research into the results of what has hap-
pened to Colorado School Districts that
hired the law firm of Miller, Farmer, and
Carlson to represent the district. Infor-
mation from school districts including
Pueblo, Cortez, and Woodland Park has
been included in this analysis as well as
information from Colorado Revised Stat-
utes (Sub Section 22-32-1050.

Escalating Legal Fees: Districts retaining
this firm have experienced massive spikes
in legal expenditures as boards appear to
pivot from routine administration to ag-
gressive, ideology driven litigation. Dis-
tricts such as Woodland Park have experi-
enced excessive judgements (almost
$150,000) when the board president has
violated state law and signed contracts

without board approval.

Superintendent and Policy Shifts: The
arrival of this law firm often coincides
with the hiring of a new superintendent,
adoption of severe right wing academic
standards, and immediate conflict over
meeting laws and board transparency.
Legal Battles: The firm puts districts into
risky positions by advising board against
state laws and standards. The firm does
not protect the board or the district from
guestionable acts on the part of the
board.

Backlash and Terminations: The intro-
duction of the firm often bypasses stand-
ard, transparent bidding and board pro-
cesses. Board meetings have resulted in
censoring of complaints and inputs from
employees. Districts have suffered the
loss of employee morale, and employees

have quit in frustration. The net result is
serious community pushback, lack of trust
in the board, and eventual termination of
the firm by a new board.

However, damage is already done.
Schools have lost employees; boards lose
the trust of the public and it takes years to
recover.

If this sounds about like what is happen-
ing to our district now, | believe you are
correct.

Neisha, the board president, has already
signed two contracts before receiving
board approval, the superintendent is on
suspension, the district is paying very
steep legal fees, and some staff have al-
ready left. Why not replace this firm now
before more damage is done?

Yours,

Bob Nicholson, Montrose

AFFILIATION DERANGEMENT SYNDROME
“Blind belief in authority is the greatest enemy of truth,” Albert Einstein

Editor:

These are unnecessarily divisive times. We
are constantly marketed to that our be-
liefs and actions must be wholly com-
mitted to either D or R, never straying.
Honest reflection may help us realize that
we are being advertised to by egomania-
cal zealots and charlatans focused on
grandiose, self-serving agendas. Their true
affiliation is “M” (“Me” and “Mine”).
While bloviating and constantly failing to
deliver, masses suffer, and these
“leaders” shirk accountability. True Lead-
ers (purposeful Proper Noun) are not idle
while masses suffer, and Leaders certainly
don’t cause the suffering of masses.

As a scholar of history and a business and
community leader for decades, | have
seen leaders who do not care about the
long-term betterment of society and only
“lead” their followers, and everyone un-
fortunate enough to be collateral damage,
to ruin. The harm and destruction left in

their wake is costly and can take decades
to repair.

Let’s compare the Leadership of two Roo-
sevelts with current local, state, and fed-
eral leadership. Both Roosevelts were
instrumental in the positive, inclusive, and
enduring growth of this great nation, and
both recognized the benefits of biparti-
sanship.

Theodore Roosevelt’s Republican presi-
dency led the federal government toward
more business regulation, increased labor
protections, and expanded environmental
conservation. Conversely, modern Repub-
lican leadership neglects these three pub-
lic benefits, eliminating or minimizing
Agencies that protect consumers and the
public, dismantling labor rights and occu-
pational safety measures, and exploiting
public lands for short-term profits and to
appease their donors.

Democrat Franklin Roosevelt created jobs
for millions of unemployed Americans

through the CCC, pressed for the Glass-
Steagall Act to protect Americans’ bank
deposits, and signed the Agricultural Ad-
justment Act to subsidize struggling farm-
ers. Today’s Democratic leaders are too
divided to be effective and are suppressed
by a Democratic establishment that fears
change. Their dysfunction has allowed the
current Administration to remove banking
safety mechanisms, present an agenda for
crypto to operate in 401(k) funds, and
started trade wars leaving 44% of farmers
reporting they are worse than last year.
Blind loyalty is not patriotic; overt parti-
sanship is not healthy. Don’t sacrifice your
freedom and liberty by accepting partisan
propaganda. True American patriotism
questions the impact of decisions, con-
fronts the morally unjust, and strives for
an improved and united United States.

In the absence of accountability, there
will be no responsibility.

Hayden Janssen, Montrose
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BRAND NEW
CHAMPION-YORK HOME

Now $161,000

25

62650 LASALLE ROAD" .. . .
LOT #325
MONTROSE, CO

=
_ s -

PROPERTY FEATURES

=g ] <> B ¥

3 Bedroom 2 Bathroom Roomy Split 1179 SF Pet Friendly

Floor Plan Community
CONTACT US
5% Down/25 Year Term \ 970-615-9412
*ONLY $1,717-00 M manager@thehiddenlakecommunity.com
per month* @ www.thehiddenlakecommunity.com

($992.00 mortgage plus
$725.00 lot rent)

Hidden
Lake

*WAC. Estimated payment, rates and terms may vary based on
credit history. Not all applicants will qualify. Subject to lender terms
& conditions. Actual term, rate, APR, and loan amount may vary.*



http://www.thehiddenlakecommunity.com/
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COLORADO NEWS BRIEFS

YOUR CHILD’S SAFETY IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY

Trooper Hunter Mathews

COLORADO — On August 12, 2026, a new law will take effect that directly affects the growing trend of e-Bikes and e-Motos for kids.
Many parents are buying these devices for many different reasons - whether for ease of transportation, entertainment, low cost
compared to a vehicle, etc.

While the law fluctuates on where you can ride each type of e-device depending on your local municipality, the onus of your
child’s safety falls on you as a parent. As a parent myself, | never want to receive a call that my child was injured in a crash or in-
jured someone else. But the reality is that it’s possible, so | need to take every precaution to protect my kids and to help teach
them to ride responsibly.

If you opt to buy an e-Motorcycle, the rider must have a valid driver’s license with a motorcycle endorsement, a valid registration,
and proof of insurance. The minimum age for a motorcycle license in Colorado is 16. In addition, minors are required to wear a
helmet. The law is going into effect this August that impacts what you have to do so your teen can obtain that motorcycle endorse-
ment.

Come August 12, 2026, a minor (anyone under the age of 18) must now have written permission from a parent or guardian to
obtain a motorcycle endorsement. Previously, a minor just needed consent from anyone over the age of 21. It is believed that re-
quiring a parent or guardian’s permission will increase the safety and education of your child and decrease the amount of trau-
matic incidents our youth are involved in. As these devices become more and more popular and accessible, the number of crashes
involving juveniles has increased.

To protect your children, educate yourself on your local municipality's laws regarding these devices. Parents are the number one
influence on a child, so take advantage and keep your child safe.

S’aue o Diee —
Read e Movisd

THE

MO\TR()SEMIRROR
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581 COBBLE DR. riceoar 649,000
MONTROSE, CO

SIZE 2079S5QFT BUILTIN 2000

Beautifully maintained two-story
home located in Cobble Creek Golf
Community overlooking the fairway of
hole #10. Many new updates on this
property including the roof, exterior
and interior paint, heat and AC, and
updated appliances. Great breakfast
patio and spacious deck in back to
enjoy the view and golf entertainment.

B3 ©®F 2s

Bedrooms Bathrooms
& 3 g 2079
SQFT

KITCHEN

CENTURY 21 o, MLS# 832619
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS

SOME CRITICISM AND SOLUTIONS FOR THE SCHOOL BOARD

Editor:

Knowledgeable authorities, such as Rich-
ard T. Ingram of the National Center for
Nonprofit Boards, agree that elected
members of a board of education have a
number of responsibilities. The first is to
support and collaborate with the school
district superintendent, the district's exec-
utive director. In an "Opinion/Editorial/
Letter" published in a recent edition of
The Montrose Mirror, the author opined
that the Superintendent of Schools of the
Montrose County RE-1J School District is
"subordinate to the School Board". While
such a relationship may be appropriate in
a commercial business situation where
the board is made up of individuals select-
ed for their knowledge and experience in
a particular industry, it does not apply to
public education.

It is true that the superintendent of a
Colorado public school district is selected
by and hired by the district's board of
education. However, since the board is
likely to be made up of individuals with no
credentials in education and no experi-
ence in managing a school district with a
diverse student population and inade-
quate resources, it should be willing to
work with and take advice from its super-
intendent, who has the appropriate edu-
cation credentials and experience, when it
is making governance decisions. Such a
board is certainly in no position to dictate
to the superintendent in matters of dis-
trict management. Of course, that board
should, however, establish goals for the
district and the superintendent in collabo-
ration with the superintendent.

In the case of the Montrose County RE-1J
School District Board of Education, two
members have credentials and extensive
experience in public education. To the
best of my knowledge, the other five
members have neither and are qualified
to serve as school board members only by
virtue of their age, location of residence,
and the fact that they were elected by a
small majority of active voters. The cur-
rent District Superintendent has under-
graduate and graduate degrees and dec-

ades of experience in public educa-

tion. Under these circumstances it would
be wrong to consider the Superintendent
"subordinate to the School Board." Ra-
ther, their relationship should be collabo-
rative, with the Board benefiting from the
Superintendent's knowledge and experi-
ence in making governance decisions and
leaving the management of the District to
the Superintendent. This does not consti-
tute "the Board reporting to" the Superin-
tendent. It does constitute wise board
governance of the School District!

Among the other responsibilities of
school board members are: to ensure
effective organizational planning; to as-
sure that resources are managed ade-
quately; to enhance the organization's
public image; and to ensure legal and
ethical integrity and accountability. In-
stead of fulfilling these responsibilities,
the current Montrose County RE-1J Dis-
trict Board of Education has chosen to
undermine the Superintendent by inter-
fering with her administrative duties and
making unreasonable demands of her, her
time, and her staff.

The Board devalued the Superintendent's
attempt to anticipate the possible, even
probable, consequences of declining stu-
dent population by publicly criticizing her
attempt to acquire public opinion con-
cerning possible future school closures
and by publicly questioning the validity of
the results of an assessment completed
by a recognized logistics consultant. Then
the Board generated a survey policy de-
signed to make conducting a public or
district survey more difficult.

The Board has very inappropriately taken
the responsibility for examining and deal-
ing with a current personnel issue away
from the Superintendent and equally in-
appropriately assumed the responsibility
for itself. It has now magnified the issue
and turned it into an as-yet-unresolved
public spectacle. The Board has suspend-
ed the Superintendent without giving her
a chance to resolve the issue.

All of this has been so publicly disruptive
that it has undermined community mem-

bers' confidence in the District and the
morale of the District administration and
teaching staff to the extent that it is
bound to negatively affect our students
and the quality of their learning. The dis-
ruption has been so consistent as to ap-
pear to be intentional on the part of some

Board members.

The Board has strayed from its legal gov-
ernance function and responsibilities to
interfere in the management and admin-
istration of the District in significant
ways. The Board President has consist-
ently overstepped her authority as Presi-
dent of the Board by unilaterally issuing
directives, decisions, and criticism to the
District administrators, apparently with
direction and approval from the District
legal counsel. This would suggest that the
president is either ignorant of her role
and responsibilities as a board president
or that she is being unethically directed
by legal counsel to be disruptive.

In a recent public School Board meeting,
the Board Vice President declared that
the current District disruptions and their
negative consequences are the responsi-
bility of the District administrators and
teachers and not that of the School
Board. This is either a blatant attempt to
avoid Board responsibility for the current
state of disrupted District affairs or a total
ignorance of, and disrespect for, the func-
tions of a public school district and the
passions and dedication of career educa-
tors.

Sadly, certain other members of the
Board seem to be in compliance with or,
worse, disempowered by Board leaders.
The district currently employs a contro-
versial, self-described politically conserva-
tive law firm as its legal advisor. | have
personally observed excessive involve-
ment of its counselor in what should be
routine board business during Board
meetings. With that counselor's partici-
pation, the Board has inappropriately
involved itself in what should be adminis-
trative functions. In addition, at other
times he has apparently advised the
Board President to act independently in

Continued next pg
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CRITICISM AND SOLUTIONS FOR THE SCHOOL BOARD From previous pg

some matters which should have involved the Board as a whole. It is my opinion that at times his advice has added to the disrup-
tion in the District. That advice has appeared to support the firm's politically conservative agenda rather than the well-being of
the Montrose County RE-1J School District. Involvement with this law firm seems to expose the District to unnecessary risk and
expense.

| recognize that criticism is useless without suggested solutions, so the following are offered:

1.Immediately reinstate the District Superintendent, and give her appropriate freedom to administer and manage the School Dis-
trict without Board interference so that the District can get back on track for the upcoming academic year as soon as possi-

ble. Appropriate, reasonable, objectively measurable goals for the Superintendent and District should be developed collaborative-
ly after normalcy has been reestablished.

2.All Board members should diligently review the Colorado State Statutes relating to public education and the responsibilities and
limitations of school board members, and the Colorado Association of School Boards' guidelines concerning board and board
officer functions, responsibilities, and limitations. Each Board member should study at least one publication by an authority con-
cerning public volunteer board function and member responsibilities and limitations.

3.Discharge the current District law firm and engage a politically neutral, unbiased, reputable law firm with extensive Colorado
public education school district experience, which will provide reliable, accurate, and ethical legal advice.

Louis H. Winkler, Montrose

(I have served 12 years on the Montrose County RE-1J School District Board of Education and have 20 years' experience in serving
as a volunteer member of nonprofit organization boards of directors.)

e
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NO WAITING - NO BUILDER DELAYS

'MOVE IN READY

-3 Bedrooms
-2 Bathroom
-1,456 SqgFt.
1629 Fivemile Creek Ave.

$456,000

Scan fora
video tour of
Mesa Verde
model
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: COMMENTARY

;\/ll'(;gi;TROSE Mayor’s
COLORADD  Minute

YOUR VOTE MATTERS:
UPCOMING DISCUSSION ITEMS

Wednesday’s Special Council Meeting was a valuable experience,
and a great deal was learned not only at the meeting itself but
after during discussions with citizens who attended as well as
many who watched online or are talking to Councilors directly
1:1.

If you cannot be at the scheduled meetings, the sessions are
available online. Or say something to us as you see us in town.
Be informed about the potential measures, your vote matters.
We will discuss all items at Monday’s work session at 10 AM this

week, plus, in addition, the two asterisked items at Tuesday’s '
Council Meeting at 6 PM.
DISCUSSION ITEMS B @ '

-Fire Suppression System Project Auth and Sole Source Waiver
-North Park Avenue Reconstruction Design Contract

-Partial Vacation of Drainage Easement at 1841 South Hillcrest Dr
-Partial Vacation of Nichols Way Right of Way

-Date Change for November 3, 2026, City Council Meeting

Proposed Charter Amendment Discussion L t ' G

-Changing the Municipal Judge residency requirement e s row
-Removing the possibility of ranked choice voting

-Updating "he/she" language in the charter to be title specific

-*Returning Chief of Police's hiring and firing authority from sole To ether
City Manager authority to a joint Council-Manager (pre-2014 g 8
status)

-*Returning City Clerk's hiring and firing authority from sole -City =]

Manager authority to a joint Council-Manager (pre-2014 status) Adve ﬂlse
-Moving elections from April to November

-Term Limits: Lifetime 8-year limit for all seats

e
*Discussion at Tuesday’s Council Meeting. WIt

All Discussions will be limited to the specific items and three

minutes per speaker. Please refrain from any personal attacks, e '
racial, ethnic or sexual-oriented slurs, as it may be considered e I rror =

disorderly conduct and violate local and state law.

Thank You,

Michael J Badagliacco, “MJB” 970_2 75-%46

Mayor, Montrose
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PUBLIC NOTICES: NOTICE OF DIRECTOR APPLICATIONS
-

MONTROSE

REGIONAL HEALTH

PUBLIC NOTICE

MONTROSE MEMORIAL HOSPITAL, INC.
NOTICE OF DIRECTOR APPLICATIONS

Montrose Memonial Hospital, Inc., a Colorado community nonprofit corporation, 1s
now accepting applications to fill available positions on its Board of Directors.

Application packets are available for download at www montrosehealth.com, by
email request to BODapplicationst@montrosehealth.com, or pick up at the Montrose
Regional Health Administration office, located at 800 South 3" Street, Montrose,
Colorado, from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.

The deadline for return of completed applications is Friday. August 14" at 5:00
p.m. at the MRH Administration office.

Elections will be held by the Board of Directors at its annual meeting in October.,

DT

Dr. Mary Vader, Chairperson
Nominating Committee
Montrose Memorial Hospital, Inc.

800 S, 3rd Street - Montrose, CO 81401
970-249-2211
MontroseHealth.com

nm ©
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS

WEST NILE VIRUS DETECTED IN DELTA COUNTY MOSQUITOES

Special to the Mirror

DELTA- Delta County Public Health has
received confirmation from the Colorado
Department of Public Health and Environ-
ment (CDPHE) that mosquito pools col-
lected in Delta County have tested posi-
tive for West Nile Virus (WNV). The North
Fork Mosquito Control District has also
reported they have identified mosquito
pools positive for West Nile Virus, indi-
cating the virus is circulating in multiple
areas of Delta County.

West Nile Virus is transmitted to people
through the bite of an infected mosquito.
While most people who become infected
experience no symptoms, some can de-
velop serious illness, making mosquito
bite prevention especially important dur-
ing the summer months.

“The detection of West Nile Virus in mos-
quito surveillance reminds us that pre-
vention is the best way to protect our-
selves,” said Sam Traubel, Environmental
Health Director for Delta County Public
Health. “Simple actions like draining
standing water, using insect repellent,
dressing appropriately outdoors, and
avoiding mosquito activity during dusk

and dawn can greatly reduce your risk of
being bitten.”

Delta County Public Health works closely
with the Delta County Mosquito Control
District to conduct mosquito surveillance
in Delta. Additionally, Mosquito traps are
placed in various locations across the
county to monitor for West Nile Virus and
provide an early warning of virus activity.
To help residents reduce mosquito
breeding around their homes, free mos-
quito larvicide dunks are available at no
cost at Delta County Public Health, 255
W. 6th Street, Delta. Larvicide dunks can
be used in standing water that cannot be
drained, such as ornamental ponds, rain
barrels, livestock water troughs, and irri-
gation ditches. They target mosquito lar-
vae before they become biting adults and
are safe for dogs, cats, wildlife, and fish
when used as directed.

Follow the Four D’s to Help Prevent West

Nile Virus

DRAIN standing water around your home
every week. Empty buckets, flowerpot
saucers, birdbaths, old tires, clogged
gutters, and any other containers that
collect water.

WELCOME

O O O

Evan Bachman

Dr. Evan Bachman, an Internal Medicine provider, is

To Delta Health Adult Primary Car?

currently accepting new L
appointment call 970-874-7668.

YA

DELTA HEALTH

/ patients. For an

Qr7/

%

Adult Primary Care

1450 B

Delta, C

DRESS in long sleeves, long pants, and
light-colored clothing when spending
time outdoors.

DEFEND yourself by applying an EPA-
registered insect repellent and following
the product label directions.

DUSK & DAWN are when mosquitoes are
most active.

Limit outdoor activities during these
times whenever possible.

Most people infected with West Nile
Virus will not become seriously ill. Howev-
er, symptoms may include fever, head-
ache, body aches, joint pain, vomiting,
diarrhea, or rash. In rare cases, West Nile
Virus can cause serious neurologic illness.
Adults age 50 and older, and people with
certain medical conditions or weakened
immune systems, are at greater risk for
severe disease.

Those experiencing symptoms after mos-
quito bites should contact their
healthcare provider.

For more information about West Nile
virus, mosquito prevention, or to pick up
free mosquito larvicide dunks, contact
Delta County Public Health at 970-874-
2165 or visit the department’s website.

www.deltahealthco.org
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CENTURY 21

Elevated

ROOM FOR HORSES XOOM FOR YOUR

% ANIMALS WORKSHOP

61505 V60 TRL.
MONTROSE, CO
PRICE

$1,399,000

« 4 Bedrooms

« 4 Bathrooms

« Office

« 43755q Ft

» 2 Car Attached Garage

» 2 Car Detached
Workshop/Garage

« 4 Car RV & Car Storage
Detached Garage

« 36.7 Acres

« Pinion Hills Estates

« MLS #835946

Bring your horses, your toys, and your dreams to this one-of-a-kind 36.7 acre property in

Pinion Hills Estates. With incredible San Juan Mountain views, multiple garages, workshop
space, and RV storage, this property offers the freedom and flexibility you've been looking for.
Whether you need space for animals, equipment, guests, or your RV—this property delivers.

MICI"]FLLF K LIPPERT SPACE TO LIVE. SPACE TO BREATHE,
Certified Residential Specialist

CENTURY 21 ELEVATED
® 970-275-3016
Q michelleklippertrealtor@gmail.com
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS

TRUTH & COURAGE OR GOOD GOSSIP?

Editor:

We heard that...everybody is saying...have YOU heard?...I hear the latest is...can you believe that...”

Whether in whispers or in real words, these are all pretty enticing beginnings of what is likely to follow in THE JUICY STUFF: but ...
half truth, partial truth, and embellishments. Who wouldn’t rather hear a good story than take the time to ask, and dig for the real,
but hard Truth? (Well; Jeanne L. did in Nextdoor )

This is the real truth from several years ago that is worthy of repeating at this point in time. Why now? Rumors are rampant about
Randy again now. But first a real truth factual account from several years ago...

Setting; the Cobble Creek Community; and this goes back to the time of The Hub project and long departed General Manager for
The Club ‘Eddie’. Did you hear THAT story?

Mr X (was a Board of Director) created a scene on Taco Tuesday in the Tavern. Mr X, walked up to my wife and | who were sitting
enjoying our tacos and said this... (Edited for the ability to publish, but you’ll get the idea) He said “l am Mr. X and you are Randy
White? Yes | am Randy, and we shook hands. He then said loudly “Randy White you are an ANUS”. My reply was: “yes, and well...I
work hard atit” (Mr X had too many drinks which compromised his thinking and behavior). | then said to Mr X; “this is my wife
YY”. And he still continued to amplify his intense verbal diarrhea. Even louder. We were not alone in the tavern at that time. There
were a number of observers close enough to not miss what was going on. Also, the video surveillance recorded what was going on.
My wife left the scene in angst & disgust. | lingered for a little longer, then left the scene with Mr X continuing the verbal diarrhea
following until the exit door.

Fast-forward the next day | requested of Eddie to see the video surveillance, and hopefully hear the recording of the dialogue. Un-
fortunately, according to the interpretation of the law by The Club, the video was available, but the audio was not. So | ask, what
would you any of you readers have done, had you been in that situation? Would you shrink away and say ‘I don’t wanna get in-
volved with a problem? | don’t want to be a problem? I’ll just set that aside and pretend it didn’t happen? Or some version of
those. Most would. Randy did not...

What | did was to get in touch with Mr X, and make an offer for a ‘review/reconciliation meeting’. The offer was bolstered with the
alternative of my filing a Montrose Police report for menacing. Mr X decided that rather than have a police file on record he would
indeed meet to reconcile. The meeting was a few weeks later, and consisted of myself, and GM Eddie (being a silent observer third-
party) My wife, was also part of that reconciliation meeting. She lead off the talk, unloaded on Mr X in the first 60 seconds of our
gathering and then stormed away. Mr X and | continued to have a conversation around what had occurred at Taco Tuesday in the
Tavern. We unpeeled that calmly. Respectfully talked it through and in the end, we shook hands, and | said ‘ego te absolvo’.
which is Latin for ‘I absolve you’. Mr X pledged, sincerely to seek out my thoughts in future matters regarding the Community, and
the controversy at hand.

The controversy at hand was associated with the adjacent HUB building Project, and my strenuous opposition expressed through
many different mediums in the Cobble Creek community. Among those mediums was writing in the Montrose Mirror, Nextdoor,
testimonies before City Council, posting protest signs, (all sound American freedom of Speech). Some of you will likely remember
those times. Some of you even stood with me in that protest, though many stood back, cowered, and gossiped.

Back then there were a number of Taco Tuesday Tavern folks who were witness to the menacing that occurred from Mr X towards
me. When | approach them the day after to request they be witnesses and make a statement regarding what they saw, they de-
clined. Cowards? Rather than stand up for somebody who was victimized by a drunk, they stood back, afraid to speak the truth. It
seems standing back endures today. Same behavior, different day, different issue. Cobble Creek Community Where is your Cour-
age for Truth? Could be Jeanne L has it, and thankfully will use it...

Randy White, Montrose
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Enjoy easy lving in this well.mantaned

3 bedroom, 1.75 battwoom home

located in & well established subdivision
with NO HOA! Offering 1,613 square feet of
comionable living space, this home
features an open kitchen, a spacious

living ares, and a large covered back

patic—perfect for relaxing or entertaining

Low-maintenance landscaping,
a covered back patio, and a location
close to everything make this home

the perfect place to call your own

PROPERTY HIGHLIGHTS

3 Bedrooms / 1.75 Bathrooms

REALTOR 1,613 Sq. Ft. of Comfortable Living

Open Kitchen with Ample Cabinetry
Spacious Living & Dining Area

O (970) 208-4689

@ HollyMontroseRealtor@gmail.com

Large Prnimary Closet

Covered Back Patio
Low-Maintenance Landscaping
NO HOA

Convenient Location Near Amenities

@ hollyhensley.cantury21colorada.com
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WHEN WE TURNED FIFTY From pg 1

very controversial person, but like so
many whose ideas of 100 years ago are
not well received today, he is an indelible
part of Colorado history. In June of 1926,
Governor Morely, by proclamation, desig-
nated the first three days of August to be
state holidays for the purpose of cele-
brating Colorado's 50th birthday and to
"observe the present and speculate on
the future."

The City of Denver did organize a "semi-
centennial exposition" that was promoted
in the Rocky Mountain News and several
other newspapers around the state, in-
cluding the Montrose Daily Press and the
Montrose Enterprise. The highlight of the
exposition was the proposed airplane race
from Denver to Colorado Springs. Captain
Bruce Kistler, flight commander of the
national guard squadron with headquar-
ters in Denver, organized the race and the
City of Denver donated $15,000 to the
celebrations, but little was printed ac-
knowledging the event.

On the other hand, several articles ap-
peared regarding the birthday of the tele-
phone.

U. S. President Calvin Coolidge, who was
the second president to use the radio and
had previously given his inaugural address
over the radio, was opposed to having a
telephone in the Whitehouse. Coolidge
managed to bring all the birthdays togeth-
er. He did not acknowledge the upcoming
radio anniversary in his historical Colorado
address, but his words on the radio were
sent via telephone lines to the auditorium
and played over bullhorn speakers there.
This short article appeared in the Rocky
Mountain News:

The old municipal Auditorium, at Four-
teenth and Curtis streets, was the scene
of great mass meetings for the Semicen-
tennial. Denver citizens were anticipating
a radio address by Calvin Coolidge, then
president of the United States. This ad-
dress was expected to be carried over
telephone wires to Denver, amplified
thru horns in the Auditorium, and broad-
cast by radio.

Coolidge, who was obviously a big fan of
Colorado, spoke of the many assets the
state had contributed to the United States
since its statehood in 1876. A segment of

the transcript of his speech shows his ad-
miration:

Today our attention is fixed on Colorado,
which is observing the fiftieth anniver-
sary of her entrance into statehood The
whole nation takes great pleasure in hav-
ing a part in your celebration, for all your
sister states are rejoicing in your remark-
able accomplishments. In your story we
find romance, appeal to the imagination,
striking exemplification of untiring cour-
age, the pioneer spirit, the adaptability
to surroundings and of the ultimate
working out of a progressive civilization.
Well may the Centennial state be proud
of her record.

Shortly after Governor Morley declared
the holiday, the Montrose Daily Press pub-
lished an article calling attention to the
fact that Mr. and Mrs. A. L. Anderson had
been residents of the state for its entire
fifty years and were also going to cele-
brate their fifty years of marriage. Coinci-
dently, but not mentioned in the article,
Mr. Anderson had, in January of that year,
been re-elected to the board of the Mont-
rose National Bank.

The article encouraged those who
matched the 50-years mark in Colorado to
contact the Press. As a result, not only did
the Press get several responses, so did
other newspapers in the area. Research-
ing the above-mentioned paper, along
with others, including The Ouray Herald,
The Montrose Enterprise, The Greeley
Tribune and a few others, revealed the
names of several of those residents. The
surnames of many are still recognized
today.

William and Enoch Shepherd came to the
Colorado Territory in 1863. Both boys be-
came expert blacksmiths. William arrived
in Ouray in 1877, worked at various min-
ing jobs and eventually opened a black-
smith shop in Ridgway. He was still run-
ning the shop when he was eighty years
old, and was one of those who, in 1926,
had been in the state for 50 years. William
became mayor of Ridgway in 1905.

J. P. Barrows was another who arrived in
Ouray in 1877. He came here following
short stints in lowa and Nebraska. He was
an active miner and a friend of many dur-
ing his time in Ouray and moved to Mont-

rose in about 1922.

Of particular interest on this list of true
pioneers is Mrs. Lydia Goodaker. Mrs.
Goodaker came to the Colorado Territory
in 1866. She was 84 years old when her
name was added to this exclusive list. In
many accounts, Mrs. Goodaker was re-
ferred to as "Grandmother Goodaker. She
was the mother of Emily Hartman and is
credited with assisting Emily and her hus-
band in the founding of the Hartman Sani
tarium near Riverside. Lydia's grandson,
E. R. Hartman, is mentioned in many arti-
cles of various newspapers and his name
is still recognized today. Lydia died in
1928, just short of her 87th birthday.

Richard Collin was a well-known rancher
near Colona. He personally called the
Montrose Daily Press to get his name on
their list. Collin told the people at the pa-
per that he was 19 years old when he
came to Denver in 1873. He said he came
from England to Denver after correspond-
ing with a friend about the "New Eldora-
do." The article in the paper said, "He cer-
tainly knows the history of the Centennial
State.”

When Newton Davis was added to the
roll, he told the Press that he had visited
nearly every state before settling in Colo-
rado. He first visited the state in 1861, and
stayed in the Denver area for a time be-
fore entering the army and fighting in the
Civil War. He returned to Colorado in
1873, and settled in Montrose in 1883. He
related that the Montrose area was most-
ly a desert, but that he had watched it
turn into a viable agricultural venue. He
told his interviewer that he was concerned
about the behavior of young women of
the '20s, saying their behavior would not
have been tolerated just a few years ago,
but he also pointed out that he was espe-
cially impressed with the performance of
the Montrose High School debate team
that took the 1926 state championship.
Mr. Davis died in 1934 and is buried in the
Grandview Cemetery.

Mrs. Flora Harrison made the prestigious
list and told the Ouray Herald that she
first came to Colorado in 1862, and was
the oldest resident of Ouray County.

Amos B. Snodgrass, who at the time was
the manager of the Radium Springs Park

Continued next pg
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in Ouray, related that he had traveled to Colorado in a covered wagon. He claimed that some Indians had offered his father a pony
for him, but thankfully, his father turned down the offer. He said the family first came to Ouray in 1875, and had established one of
the first sawmills in the area.

Others mentioned in the various articles included: Dr. W. W. Rowan, who came with the U. S. Army as a surgeon in 1879; T. B.
Crawford, 1881; Chas Haney, who homesteaded the Haney ranch in 1881; Mrs. W. F. Wheeler, 1880; John Donald, whose experi-
ences would fill a magazine, 1881; E. E. Wheeler, the first white child born in Ouray; W. F. Wheeler, 1881; Cy Long and innumera-
ble others who had called Ouray their home for 40 to 50 years.

| WANTED: MONTROSE
o y WOMEN BOWLERS

v AVERAGE NOR AGE MATTERS

v ENCOURAGING WORDS ALWAYS WELCOMED

v A DESIRE FOR FUN, MAKING NEW FRIENDS,
and getting SOME EXERCISE almost makes a
perfect morning!

LADIES WEDNESDAY MORNING COFFEE
| BOWLING LEAGUE 9am - 12n

| sSTARTS: Wed Sept 2, 2026

I SIGN UPAT THE ROSE BOWL
| 90 Rose Lane, Montrose

| COME JOIN IN ON THE FUN
CALL 970-249-4348 for more
I information
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We believe banking should feel personal.

Thank you for choosing Alpine Bank.

We're glad you're here!
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS

FOUNDATIONS FOR THE FUTURE GRANT APPLICATION NOW OPEN

Special to the Mirror
MONTROSE— Elevate is proud to announce that grant applications are now open for its 2026 Foundations for the Future Grant
Program. The grant will award $10,000 to one nonprofit or not-for-profit organization that is making a meaningful, positive impact
on the quality of life in Delta and Montrose counties. The application period closes Sept. 1, 2026.

The annual grant program supports projects that enhance local communities through programs, services, technology-related re-
sources, or small-scale facility improvements. Eligible projects may focus on areas such as the arts, science, education, health and
wellness, and basic needs.

As a locally owned internet provider, Elevate is committed to investing in organizations that use technology to strengthen commu-
nities. The 2026 grant cycle places a special emphasis on initiatives that leverage technology and internet connectivity to expand
opportunities and improve access to essential services. Examples include virtual learning, telehealth, innovative software solu-
tions, and digital tools that increase access to community resources.

-Key Details Include:

-One Grant Award of $10,000

e e | Catering: Graduations, Weddings, Family Gatherings

ber. For more information on eligibility and to

et sant | FlesiaGuadalaiacn; | qNE_ O,
Ieouidation. * Re'opening 2026 Ve —w
970-249-2460 = @‘,
; At '\
Alpen Confections NTROSY
970-648-0609 Pahgre’s
970-249-6442
Jimmer’s Steak & BBQ
970-252-1227 Rib City
970-249-7427

Stone House
970-240-8899
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It's.Your
Business!

Let's Grow
Together.
Advertise
with
The Mirror! 970-249.5550

970-27 5-0646
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r . Baby Gear & Lawn Furnityre _ §
> Blowout — gne Day Only! —

e Saturday. Aug 8th 8AM - 1PM
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W (street Sale — all items are brand new!) W
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Bring a Friend
Shop For A Cause!

All Proceeds Benefit Sharing Ministries Food Bank
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51 Chilpefa Dr

Offered at $ 615,000
MLS # 836463

ABOUT THIS PROPERTY:

4.8 acres with irrigation

3 beds, 1 bath in main house
built in 1904, 1072 sq ft

hot water baseboard heat
metal roof

2 bedrooms, 1 bath in guest house
2400 sq ft shop

mature yard with trees and raised Tl
garden/flower beds Peg Evanoika

no covenants Realtor@PegEvanoika.com
close to Main St and Townsend Ave. 970-209-3934
Let your ideas become reality with THE-RES.com

this property

yatod Real Estate
Ontrose, CO
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS

WHAT ARE THEY AFRAID OF—- A REBUTTAL

Editor:

In the July 27th Edition of the Mirror, Michael Badagliacco titles his piece. What Are They Afraid Of?

Well, Michael, it’s not fear that has been driving the outrage toward your rush to judgment. It’s a matter of grave concern ex-
pressed by engaged citizens. What's really concerning is your disregard to the opinions expressed by your constituents. You say you
knocked on a thousand doors during your campaign. Why haven’t those you spoke to shown up to support your mandate? There
has only been one person speak in favor of moving forward. His words were not really and endorsement of your proposals; he just
wanted to move the process along. He seemed agitated that dozens of people were willing to state their names and voice their
opposition.

It bothers me that you continue to use the Press to conduct City Business even though I've sent two emails asking you to refrain
from doing so. Like | said in my emails, you’re entitled to your opinion but you should clarify it’s yours. You should be explicit, “the
forgoing is my opinion and mine alone. | have not consulted with any other member of city council in formation of this opinion
piece.” You just refuse to do so. I've never seen the mayor or even a fellow councilor use opinion pieces to try and convince the
residents to fall in line. It’s unbecoming of a person in your position. Your narcissism is becoming tiring.

Also, in your opinion piece you say, “l have only one clear opportunity to place these amendments on a ballot with significant
turnout before my one-year term as Mayor ends.” That statement suggests urgency; it’s evidence of a rush to judgment. It sug-
gests you want to perhaps be remembered for something opposed to doing what is right for Montrose.

If | were to be fearful of anything, it’s you will be elected mayor again next year. | do not see Woodden or Ulibarri stepping up to
the plate. And, they certainly wouldn’t nominate or elect Dave Frank or David Reed. To alleviate that fear, add to the Term Limit
language my suggestion: No individual shall serve two or more consecutive terms as mayor.

Or are you fearful of something?
Dave Stockton - Montrose

& &ln?@@! O0T |
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Have you sub*cribed to the FREE USA Lberty Report?

USALibertyReport.com

Check out our latest issue

Submit your article on an important political issue
National, State and local political issues
Insightful Political Commentary

New Content every Tuesday
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS

THESE ARE THE PEOPLE WHO WANT TO RUN YOUR LIFE AND OUR ECONOMY

Editor:

As | do my research each week for these
letters, the things | see Democrats do and say
are so absurd that | often have to ask myself
if | am living in some alternate reality. Peren-
nial race-monger and “The View” co-host
Sunny Hostin had this to say about repara-
tions: “I still believe in reparations! This is
about money ... It's about this country trying
to avoid paying African Americans our due.” |
could fill this page explaining how ridiculous
that is, but | will only make two points. 1)
That ignores historical truth, and 2) that has
absolutely no logic or common sense. Repa-
ration advocates want to ignore the fact that
Abraham Lincoln paid reparations thru the

Freedman's Bureau in 1865. It gave all freed
black men 40 acres and a mule, plus food,
clothing and farm tools over a seven-year
period until 1872 when that was ended by
Democrats. More whites were brought as
slaves to North Africa than blacks brought as
slaves to the U.S. or to the 13 colonies from
which it was formed. White slaves were still
being bought and sold in the Ottoman Empire
many decades after blacks were freed in the
U.S. The total lack of logic to reparations is
best illustrated by a fiery response from a
New Yorker to Mayor Mamdami's reparations
support: “If Mamdani wants me, a white New
Yorker who never owned slaves, to pay a
black New Yorker who was never a slave,
then | propose that every Muslim in NYC,
starting with Mamdani, should pay us for
9/11.”

Mamdani is almost always on my list of
weekly absurdities. His wife will earn
$400,000 (some sources report $500,000) a
year in taxpayer money to serve as the offi-
cial spokesperson for his new socialist gro-
cery stores. AOC almost always qualifies for
everyone's stupid list. Democrat John Fetter
man called her out this week: “To sit in Ger-
many and accuse Israel of genocide, while
you're in Germany, shows a lack of aware-
ness.” “Lack of awareness” puts it mildly.
Benjamin Franklin's quote that “We are all
born ignorant, but one must try hard to re-
main stupid” is more applicable to AOC's
consistent retardation. This is the same AOC
who wants us to know that “Republicans are
trying to rig elections by only allowing U.S.
Citizens to vote!” A large percentage of Dem-
ocrats also have absurd views on gender.
There are two genders. Period. The fact that
undeniable biology is now considered

“controversial” proves many Democrats have
lost their minds. Likewise for men invading
women's sports and their locker rooms. Me-
gan Rapinoe, a far-left lesbian activist and
former pro soccer player, went on “The
View” and claimed that banning men from
invading women's sports is actually an attack
on women. Democrats fail to see the irony
and absurdity of calling the protection of
women's sports an attack on women after
supposedly spending years fighting for wom-
en's rights.

Illinois Governor Pritzker just gave us an
outrageous reminder that Democrats are in
fact targeting our kids. He just signed a law
letting minors get IUDs and birth control im-
plants — with zero parental consent or
knowledge. Parents are cut out of major
medical decisions involving their minor chil-
dren because the state has decided it knows
best.

Congratulations to Minnesota Democrats,
university professors, and Governor Tim Walz
for the latest innovation in education, a
teaching toy for kids. It's like Mr. Potato
Head, except instead of interchangeable plas-
tic arms, legs, and hats on a potato, it fea-
tures realistic private parts on realistic paper
dolls of children. Multiple outlets reported
that transgender dolls with interchangeable
genitalia would be debuting in Minnesota
classrooms this fall, funded by taxpayer dol-
lars. Franklin Graham had this to say: “You
can't ask for a better example of moral de-
pravity than this. Minnesota has developed
'MyGender Dolls' with interchangeable parts,
including removable genitalia, to be used to
encourage children ages 4-10 to explore their
'‘gender identities.' ” Never mind that over
75% of parents and educators believe strong-
ly that sex education for children under 10
should be left to parents. Not too many years
ago, an educator suggesting such a thing
would have correctly been labeled as a per-
verted predator. Nobody thinks that is a good
idea but a small number of academic gender
activists, but the state has again decided that
they know best and to hell with the parents.
Only slightly less outrageous is an updated
story of “Daniel in the lions' den,” this time in
a small Ohio town. In the biblical account,
Daniel was a devout Jew exiled in Babylon,
who was praying in his home, which violated
King Darius' decree. As punishment, he was
cast into a den of lions. God saved him by
protecting him from the lions. Daniel Grand is

a current day devout Orthodox Jew living in a
Cleveland suburb. Orthodox Jewish practice
calls for prayer in a group of men a couple of
times a week. On those days, driving is pro-
hibited, so Daniel reached out to friends near
his neighborhood, inviting them to walk to his
house and pray together. No announce-
ments. No signage. No noise. Just a quiet
gathering of men who share their faith and
live close enough to walk to each other's
homes. The city's mayor sent him a cease-
and-desist order. The city's actions had noth-
ing to do with traffic, noise, or any other le-
gitimate zoning concern. Their coordinated
pattern of harassment and discrimination
was clearly a blatant violation of the First
Amendment. No American needs the govern-
ment's permission to host a prayer meeting
in his home. The city's position — that poker
night with ten friends is fine, put praying
requires a permit — should have been laughed
out of the courts, but Daniel is having to go to
the Supreme Court to get the city to stop
policing private religious practices.

The Democrat freakout that ensued when
DOGE started exposing and eliminating
waste, fraud, and abuse in our government
tells you everything you need to know about
who is profiting from it. We're all now famil-
iar with the fact Democrats used their
ActBlue vehicle as an illegal foreign funding
conduit, flooding their machine with dirty
foreign money. We also know that USAid was
little more than a taxpayer funded slush fund
for Democrats. Remember, it was USAid that
gave Malia Obama $2.3 million when she was
still a teenager living at the White House for
writing pen pal letters to a few dozen kids in
Africa. So, what has been the effect of curtail-
ing both of those outrageously corrupt enti-
ties? The DNC chair just threw a phone-
hurling tantrum because the party is drown-
ing in debt and can't finance their own mid-
terms. They are so broke they had to put
their headquarters building up as collateral
for a record $15 million loan to finance their
midterms. Meanwhile, Kamala Harris just
bought an $8 million dollar mansion in an
exclusive California seaside community. Think
about that. These are the people who want
to run your life and our economy. Thomas
Sowell was again spot-on when he said “A
major part of the financial expertise of gov-
ernment consists of devising ways to conceal
how much they are stealing from the public.”
Ed Henrie, Montrose
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2133 - 6450 Rd. $599.900
MLS # 835133
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JUS* mmu?‘es from Mam s*ree{ H’US :rngafed Z* acre Properv‘g has SO
much 1‘0 o{{er

NO covenants, nice/y maintained home with many custom

details:

fam/ly room, /:'umg room, dmmg /sunroom, office, 3 bedrooms,

,arge main suite with five prece bath & ]eHeo/ tub, excep*ional closef

in kitchen nofice the convenient center island. solid surface counter fops
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1500 sq f+ barn/ wor/zshap with another garage attached
3 stall foafing shed and chicken house

Peg Evanoika, Broker Associate.
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Realtor@PegEvanoika.com Century 21 Elevated Real Esta
500 E. Main St. Montrose, CO 9
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EMPLOYEE PROMOTIONS, RETIREMENTS, AND AN OUTAGE CAUSED BY RACCOON

From pg 1

(approved unanimously)

-June 2026 Regular Meeting Minutes
(approved unanimously)

Committee Chair Reports

Finance, Audit & Rates — Jacob Gray,
Chair.

Gray said, “We did not meet.”
Engineering, Construction & Energy Ser-
vices — Steve Metheny, Chair.

Metheny said, “We did not meet, but we
have a meeting that we’ll have on Thurs-
day.”

Member Relations — Kevin Williams,
Chair.

Williams said, “We have not met, but also
a meeting on Thursday at 3pm.”
Executive — Stacia Cannon, Chair.
Cannon said, “We have not met either.”
Informational Item - CEO Report Jack
Johnston.

Johnston touched briefly on training, facil-
ity inventory, and small scale projects at
the Read facility. He said, “Liability is
trending lower than the last two years.
The Bullock Plant substation lost power
for a couple of hours. It was a curious ra-
coon. At 11:45pm. half the power was
knocked out. The racoon was fried. Curi-
osity killed the racoon!”

Johnston continued, “System designs,
pending or current, are pretty low at this
time, slower than normal. Reports are of a
slowing-down economy.”

Kevin Williams asked for an update on
the Gold Mountain Fire and was told that
it was 50 percent contained. Johnston
said, “It got within a mile or so of our sys-
tem. It was controlled pretty quickly
thanks to the first responders. Things
have calmed down this morning. So far we
are very lucky from where we started the
season. Our vegetation management is
one of the best things we can do. We've
reduced our liability.”

Stacia Cannon said, “What do we do with
infrastructure we are no longer using?”
Staff explained that unused infrastructure
is deenergized when it is not in use, par-
ticularly in the wildfire climate the area is
now experiencing.

Johnston said, “We did an energy effi-
ciency assessment for the Pioneer Town
Museum [Cedaredge]. Hydro is still run-
ning through October. The

After 34 years, Delta Montrose Electric Association’s (DMEA) Chief Safety Officer Chad Stickler
will retire on October 1, 2026. Stickler began his career with DMEA in 1992 as a Groundman.

Photo by Gail Marvel.

[Uncompahgre] Water Users manage the
Gunnison Tunnel. Taylor Reservoir looks
good; Blue Mesa does not look good. IT
congrats on phishing avoidance. We re-
view legal here in our meetings. With HR
we have 148/149 [employees] and we
continue with training staff at all levels.”
Johnston described financials as trending
strong, positive, and healthy. He said,
“Revenue is down a little because of
weather. June was weaker; July was heav-
ier. The rain was helpful, but not for our
sales. Revenue sales are lower. The cost-
of-service study is underway right now.
We have a new form for Unclaimed Capi-
tal Credit [requests], and a stack of thank
you notes. | had a backpack stolen. Two
laptops, checkbook, notebook... The im-
portant stuff | got back. There was no is-
sue with DMEA [laptop], it locked down.
No personal stuff was in there.”
Informational Item: Director Recognition
The National Rural Electric Cooperative
Association (NRECA) awarded Director
Enno Heuscher a Certificate of Achieve-
ment for completing the Credentialed
Cooperative Director Program.
Informational Item: Affiliated Organiza-

tions & Education Reports.

Western United Electrical Supply Corpo-
ration (WUES) Report — Jack Johnston.
Johnston said, “This is the end of their
fiscal year. There are pieces of the perfor-
mance audit right now, but they are pre-
audit numbers.”

Heuscher said, “Do they provide any-
thing to AI?”

Johnston said, “I can’t imagine any direct
aid. They have five western warehouses,
but their inventory is poles, wire, and
transformers. Those type of things.”
Colorado Rural Electric Association
(CREA) Report — Damon Lockhart.
Lockhart said, “At the June 26 meeting |
was in and out on Zoom. Wildfires are the
biggest concern right now...for the legisla-
tive session. Co-ops are facing some seri-
ous questions coming up in draft legisla-
tion. Trial lawyers are against us in this
legislation; [they are against] anyone who
supports a cap. They are trying to go after
everyone they can that has deep pockets
[largest organizations]. We are starting
the discussions. Wildfires and data cen-
ters are at the top of the list.”
Conferences, Webinars & Meetings

Continued next pg
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EMPLOYEE PROMOTIONS, RETIREMENTS, AND AN OUTAGE CAUSED BY RACCOON

From previous pg

Cannon attended a Power Supply webi-
nar. She also met with Senator Hurd and
discussed storage systems in Paonia.
Montrose and Delta have a moratorium
on data centers.

Having read some proposed legislation
supported by CREA, Ryan Sedgeley
thought there were only two paragraphs
that should be supported by DMEA.

Chief Relations Officer & General Counsel
Sarah Abbott said, “We don’t want to
eliminate liability, but to limit it.”

After discussion the board directed staff
to research the proposed legislation ques-
tioned by Sedgley and bring it back for
discussion.

Cannon said, “The full board would have
to agree [on not supporting the recom-
mendations from CREA].”

Board Policies - Chief Relations Officer &
General Counsel Sarah Abbott.

Board Policy 101: Director Responsibili-
ties, Duties, and Standards of Conduct.
Held over until the August meeting.
Discussion Items:

Board Policy 108: Board Communica-
tions: No proposed changes, no action
needed.

Board Policy 302: Information Security:
No proposed changes, no action needed.
Board Policy 303: Acceptable Use of
Technology by Directors: Language
changed. Approved as amended.
Member Comments:

There were no member comments.
Executive Session:

Privileged CEO Report

-Electric Service Regulations

-Fees

-Power Supply

Confidential Corporate, Litigation and
Regulatory Matters

Confidential Board Governance Matters
Executive Session Summary — Amy Gavell,
Chief of Staff.

An email from Gavell summarized the
action taken by the board after exiting the
executive session:

On the night of July 26, the Delta Montrose Electric Association (DMEA) Bullock Plant substa-
tion lost power for a couple of hours. Chief Executive Office Jack Johnston reported the event
during the board of directors during the July 28 regular board meeting. Johnston said, “It was

a curious racoon. At 11:45 p.m. half the power was knocked out. The racoon was fried. Curi-
osity killed the racoon!” Mirror staff photo.

“At 5:08 p.m., upon motion from Director
Metheny, seconded by Director Sanchez,
the Board unanimously voted to enter
Executive Session to receive a privileged
CEO report, including a review of the elec-
tric service regulations, fees, and power
supply matters, to address confidential
corporate, litigation, and regulatory
matters, and to discuss confidential board
governance matters. At 6:16 p.m., upon
motion from Director Williams, seconded
by Director Sedgeley, the Board unani-
mously exited Executive Session.”
Background:

During meetings the board hears verbal
summary reports of their monthly
meetings and activities. Co-op member-
ship has access to some of the written
staff reports submitted for board approv-
al, i.e., minutes of the previous meeting,
CEO report, and action items
(resolutions). Following the meeting
members can access packet information

through SmartHub, the online service
which allows members to manage their
DMEA accounts.

DMEA Directors

Dist. 1 — Ryan Sedgeley, 370-220-6086
ryan.sedgeley@dmea.com

Dist. 2 - Steve Metheny, 970-209-6172,
steve.metheny@dmea.com

Dist. 3 —Jacob Gray, 970-778-9512, ja-
cob.gray@dmea.com

Dist. 4 — Emily Sanchez, 970-209-4582,
emily.sanchez@dmea.com

Dist. 5 — Kevin Williams, 406-839-1603,
kevin.williams@dmea.com

Dist. 6 - Damon Lockhart, 970-314-1071,
damon.lockhart@dmea.com

Dist. 7 — Enno Heuscher, 970-270-

6523, enno.heuscher@dmea.com
Dist. 8 - (North Region) Stacia Cannon, 920
-207-8831, stacia.cannon@dmea.com
Dist. 9 - (South Region) Ken Norris, 970-
596-9892, ken.norris@dmea.com
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MontroseHealth.com/HealthFair

Health Fair

& Blood Draws

Unable to register online? Call: 1-800-217-5866

Help line avallable Monday through Friday 9AM -

4PM

Register Now

Affordable Blood Tests. Trusted Care.

Blood Draw Dates

Saturday, August 1

Ridgway Elementary School

M5 Clinton St., Ridgway, CO 81432
7:00AM-10:00AM

Monday, August 3

Olathe High School Gym
410 US-50, Olathe, CO 81425
6:30AM-9:30AM

Tuesday, August 4

MRH Employee Day

800 S. 3rd St., Montrose, CO 81401
6:30AM-9:00AM

Wednesday, August 5 - Friday, August 7

Montrose Pavilion
1800 Pavilion Dr, Montrose, CO 81401
6.30AM-9:30AM

August 5 & 6, No Walk-Ins
(registration required)

Health Fair

Saturday, August 8

Montrose Pavilion

1800 Pavilion Dr, Montrose, CO 81401
630AM-11:.00AM

Free community event with blood

draws, screenings, wellness booths,
giveaways, and expert info!

Blood Tests

Advanced Lipid Panel......comcmmmin. $94
Blood Typing (ABO/RN)...cm e $25
€ = $29
ERrAdIohcammssmmmummi st $45
Female Testosterone........couiien $47
B i e S S ie s $38
HealthScreen Panel...... . 998
HemMOGIODIN AlC........cwmmmmmisommsnsimsssssessseesss P2
NSCANAI0 CRP iiiisnisiimsissanssimsamsississainsiassisisaiin $42
Ml TESLOSEIONE......cerevvvsisssmnssssmssssssssesssssssssssenns P4 T
PO S O scasssmssssissoripasssasassssmsaconassssspmesssatinss $40
= e T O L U L T e TR AT $44
Vitamin BI2/FOIAte........mmmmmmmmsmsssmmmsissssssees $47
5112211 1] [ 1 > S O SO PP PPO $49

& MONTROSE

" REGIONAL HEALTH

MontroseHealth.com/HealthFair

_
T
€) AlpineBank ELEVATE M No!

.......
Parxul ]
sevia

£ ROCK DRILLS


http://www.montroserhealth.com/HealthFair
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS

SESQUISEMIQUINCENTENNIAL: AMERICA! 250-150

Special to the Mirror

MONTROSE-We Invite you to attend the weekly Montrose Forum on Wednesday, Aug. 5, from 8-9 am, as we welcome representa-
tives from Valley Food Partnership presenting: America 250-150.

Have you heard of the Sesquisemiquincentennial? Better known as 250-150, this unique celebration commemorates two historic
milestones occurring together in 2026. Colorado is celebrating 150 years of statehood, its Sesquicentennial, while the United
States marks 250 years since the signing of the Declaration of Independence, its Semiquincentennial.

On August 1, 1876, President Ulysses S. Grant signed Proclamation 230, admitting Colorado to the Union as the 38th state and
earning it the nickname, the Centennial State. As the Centennial State, Colorado is uniquely positioned to celebrate both anniver-
saries simultaneously, making this a once in a generation opportunity to reflect on our shared history and envision our future to-
gether.

The Valley Food Partnership serves as the Local Organizing Committee (LOC) for the Central Mountains and Mesas region, helping
coordinate community events and activities throughout southwestern Colorado. Their work is part of the statewide America 250-
150 initiative, established through Senate Bill 22-011 and championed by then State Senator Don Coram and former Representa-
tive, now Senator, Marc Catlin.

Join us as we welcome the Valley Food Partnership and discover the exciting events planned for our region. Hear how our com-
munity can participate in this historic celebration. As Colorado and America commemorate these remarkable anniversaries, we
invite you to pause, reflect on our shared heritage, and celebrate the people, places and stories that continue to shape our future.
If nothing else, come hear the correct pronunciation of Sesquisemiquincentennial.

Hope to see you on the 5th!

CENTURY 21
ELEVATED REAL
ESTATE
We Ignite Your
Style!

2005 Devon Street
Montrose, CO 81401

* 3 Bedroom
» 2 Full Baths

* Office
« Fenced Back Yard DIANE HAYNES, CRS

* New Roof Associate Broker
« Radon Mitigation Completed dianehaynesrealtor@gmail.com
* New Appliances 500 Main Street

Montrose, CO 81401
$378,900 970-596-3521
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< CIMARRON CREEK:

N7 COLORADO LIVING AT IT'S BEST

Where comfort, community and
Montrose, Colorado beauty come together

Brand new, beautiful, modern,
move-in-ready manufactured homes

@®Tree-lined streets, walking paths,
large open green spaces

¢ Pride of ownership

& Prime Montrose location

% Pet-friendly

& Colorado lifestyle
|
B WHY RESIDENTS LOVE CIMARRON CREEK

Large Common Areas * Fenced Playground
Scenic Walking Trails « Dog Parks

Peaceful Atmosphere « Community Garden
Community Center  « Pet & Family Friendly
Lending Library * Mature Landscaping

O 970-249-0493 Q) managerecimarroncreekcommunity.com
Open: Monday-Saturday, 8AM-5PM


http://www.cimarroncreekcommunity.com/
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- OFFERED AT: $456,000
ABOUT THIS PROPERTY:

This stunning brand-new Mesa Verde floorplan by
Ridgeline Homes is complete and ready for
immediate move-in! Bullt with exceptional

craftsmanship, this single-story home offers an
efficient 1,456 sq. ft. layout featuring 3 bedrooms,
2 bathrooms, and a 2-car garage.

Best of all, it backs directly up to a beautiful
green space with no neighbors behind, offering
exceptional privacy and peaceful, unobstructed
views from your backyard. Perfect for first-time
homeowners, empty nesters, or families seeking

low-maintenance Colorado living with a smart,
functional design.

““{ FEATURES:
(¢) 3 bedrooms
(¢ 2 full baths
(¢ 1,456 sq. ft.

www.ridgelinehomescolorado.com

e info@ridgelinehomescolorado.com



http://www.ridgelinehomescolorado.com/
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WATERCOLOR with KATE. SAT. AUG 22"°
11 am - 1:30 pm. Includes light lunch and fountain drink
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A , L T
Practice brushwork, washes, and layering
Everything provided plus 1:1 instruction. Class limited to 8 adults. :

1544 Oxbow Dr. Montrose
https://kathrynrburke.com/product/082226pasta

-
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== BRAND NEW

PRICE R n:
'»| = { ) -] Now $162,000

PROPERTY FEATURES

= & 0O B m

Lovely Open

3 Bedroom 2 Bathroom Concept Home 1142 8x8 Matching Shed
P ﬁ:«,}
| r CONTACT DETAILS
*ONLY $1,831.00 Qe 970-249-0493
P E R M O N T H ’ M manager@cimarroncreekcommunity.com
($1,115.00 mortgage plus @ www.cimarroncreekcommunity.com
$716.00 lot rent)

L,
% )
Y ==
*WAC. Estimated payment, rates and terms may vary based on A. REEK
credit history. Not all applicants will qualify. Subject to lender terms

& conditions. Actual term, rate, APR, and loan amount may vary.”


http://www.cimarroncreekcommunity.com/
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS
SUPER CRUISERS STAY IN THE RIGHT LANE

Special to the Mirror
COLORADO — When navigating the Colorado mountains, drivers make some common mistakes that impact traffic flow and poten-
tially increase motorist frustration around them. Troopers are reminding residents and visitors that traveling in the left lane while
no longer passing or allowing someone to merge onto the highway, on multi-lane highways with a speed limit of 65 miles per hour
or greater, is illegal in Colorado
In an effort to unclog the highways, Colorado law
N eed a n x- Ra ’ (Colorado Revised Statutes Title 42. Vehicles and
y D Traffic § 42-4-1013(1) designates the farthest left lane
if there are two or more adjacent lanes of traffic mov-
ing in the same direction on highways with a speed
limit of 65 or more as the “passing lane.” This means
that any lane that is to the right of the passing lane,
moving in the same direction on one roadway, is
deemed a “nonpassing lane. It is important to note
that this does not include HOV or Express lanes,
which are most commonly found on the left side. The
passing lane is the furthest left, regular lane of traffic.
Last year, Colorado State troopers pulled over 2,540
drivers traveling slower than the flow of traffic, often
creating additional hazards for other motorists. The
most common roadway that troopers cited drivers
was I-70.
In Colorado, drivers should be in the rightmost lane
possible unless they’re passing or instructed other-
wise. This can become a big issue on mountain roads
when designated passing spots are infrequent and
brief. If you’re driving at a slower speed on a one-lane
road in the mountains and notice a long line of cars
forming behind you, simply pull over to the side of
the road when it’s safe to do so to allow other drivers
to pass.
And, for motorists caught behind a slower-moving
vehicle, demonstrate patience. Mountain roads have
steep turns, blind corners, and wildlife. Wait to pass
until you have a clear view of the road ahead and you

g QU|Ck' in-and-out experience are in a marked area where you can pass.
e Less expensive than hospital visit Learn more about popular Colorado roadways by

taking a video tour with a Colorado State Trooper on
e State-of-the-art tech nology the Super Cruising in Colorado website. These short
videos show the curves, steep grades, and terrain that
you will encounter. Featured roads include:

-Interstate 70
Ambulatory Care Center

MONTROSE 3330 S. Rio Grande Ave. “Highway 550

REGIONAL HEALTH Montrose, CO 81401 ::i:x:z zg
Imaging at River Landing 970-497-5976 -Highway 50 — Monarch Pass
-Highway 491

montrosehealth.com/imaging If you are towing a camper or trailer, this site also

provides insight into the conditions you can expect to
encounter. Spend a couple of minutes, so you can
safely navigate our mountains, valleys, plains, and
beyond!



http://www.montrosehealth.com/imaging
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS

THERE'S SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE AT THE 2026 PALISADE PEACH FESTIVAL

Special to the Mirror

PALISADE-Whether you're coming for the peaches,
the live music, the carnival, or simply to make
memories with family and friends, the 2026 Pali-
sade Peach Festival offers a full weekend packed
with experiences for every age.

Returning to Riverbend Park on August 21-22,
Colorado's sweetest tradition brings together agri-
culture, entertainment, local businesses, and com-
munity for two unforgettable days celebrating eve-
rything that makes Palisade one of the state's fa-
vorite summer destinations.

From sunrise to sunset, festival guests can spend
the weekend exploring hundreds of vendor
booths, enjoying live performances from Colorado
musicians, cheering on the famous Peach Eating
Contest, riding carnival attractions, shopping hand-
crafted goods, and tasting fresh Palisade peaches
at the height of harvest.

"The Palisade Peach Festival is more than just a
festival, it's a celebration of community," said Jes-
sica Burford, President & CEO of the Palisade
Chamber of Commerce. "Families return year after
year because there's truly something for everyone.
Whether it's your first visit or your fiftieth, we
hope you leave with wonderful memories and an
even greater appreciation for the people and agri-
culture that make Palisade so special."

Daydream Friday night's headlining performance
Saturday, August 22- The music continues Saturday
with another full day of Colorado artists, including:
Anthony Peebles, Izzy Burns, Chuck Jay Music,
Faith Eliza Band, Sean Moon Band Saturday
evening's headliner

Between performances, guests can enjoy music
from local radio personalities and DJs throughout
the festival grounds, ensuring there's always some-
thing happening on stage.

Festival highlights include:

-The famous Peach Eating Contest

-Interactive children's activities

-Local nonprofit and community organization
booths

-Artisan and handcrafted vendors

-Fresh local food and specialty beverages

-Live entertainment throughout the day

yF A I\
Trust Your Gut.

Visit us at the MRH
Digestive Health Center today.

Caring for you like family, from screening to treatment

At Montrose Regional Health's Digestive Health Center, your
digestive wellness is our priority. We combine compassionate
care with advanced diagnostics and treatment options, all
close to home. Whether you're managing chronic conditions,
seeking preventive screenings, or facing complex procedures,
we're here to help you feel your best.

Dr. Chris Harmon, Dr. Augustine Lee,
MD, PHD MD, FACS, FASCRS

Dr. Vanessa Lee, Marie Abbinante, Victoria Oliva,
MD, MS MSN, AGPCNP-BC DNP, APRN, FNP-C

& MONTROSE
RECIONAL HEALTH MontroseHealth.com/DHC 970.497.5979

Digestive Health Canmer
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Peaceful Place to Call Home LOT #811
H- i i E | o i 62650 LaSalle Road
Montrose, Colorado

PRICE DROP: NOW $125,000

@ 3 Bed/2 Bath ﬁ Lock & leave
IE 1216 Square Feet E&J gggn;(;:cwt - Rent for :~
55" et LTSRS | the First |
Financing Available at 5 1/2% Interest ‘ Month! '

*ONLY $1,382.00 per month
($568.00 mortgage plus $814.00 lot rent)

*WAC. Estimated payment, rates and terms may vary

CALL Now based on credit history. Not all applicants will

qualify. Subject to lender terms & conditions. Actual

term, rate, APR, and loan amount may vary."


http://www.thehiddenlakecommunity.com/

MEN'S & WOMEN'S CLOTHING, SHOES,
ACCESSORIES, AND MORE!

D }/l/ /Té[ééé; Footwear © Clothing

316 East Main Street in Historic Downtown Montrose = 970-249-3668
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PRICE REDUCTION!

901 6530 Rd
#1201

Asking Price

$159,900

S-bedroom 2 bath

1 Arvmii - " "
New Appliances. Net

-

Quartz Counter Tops
Luxury Wood-plank Flooring

2 Covered Decks

Outside S} "l.J' with Electricity

Century 21 Elevated Real Estate

Diane Haynes, Broker Associate CRS,GRIABR
500 Main Street

Montrose, Co 81401

970-596-3521
dianehaynesrealtor@gmail.com
dianehaynes@outicok.com
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HIDDEN LAKE: YOUR PEACEFUL
PLACE TO CALL HOME

N\ |

y
'\.*'

o
62650 LaSalle Road BAg
Montrose, Colorado R

el —— . ~
- — e —— ——
== e — .
=

__‘——,—"’-4—

et

S |l

Comfort, community and Colorado living —
all in one beautiful neighborhood

7~ ® Beautifully maintained grounds

. I‘ éd +Close to Ouray & Telluride

= JE Pet-friendly community

£ Montrose sunshine, mountain
views, relaxed lifestyle

4 B Peaceful green space

#£ On-site management

——
WHY PEOPLE LOVE HIDDEN LAKE

« Private Fishing Lake e« Enclosed Playground
@l + Basketball and with Zipline

=~ Pickleball Courts ¢ Community Center
' « Dog Agility Parks  « Pet & Family Friendly

© managerethehiddenlakecommunity.com
: Monday-Saturday, 8AM-5PM


http://www.thehiddenlakecommunity.com/
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Montrose Regional

Crime Stoppers
-

See Something? Say
Something!

gy

Report Anonymously at:

(970) 249-8500
P3 mobile app
p3tips .com

If your tip results in an arrest...
You could receive a cash reward!



http://www.p3tips.com/
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@ AGE IN PLACE WITH CONFIDENCE

MAKE EVERYDAY
LIVING EASIER.

Kitchen & Laundry Updates

that make a meaningful difference

Pull-out shelves

Front-loading washer & dryer
Raised dishwasher
Side-by-side refrigerator
Easy-to-read appliance controls

Better lighting

Comfortable workspaces

SRES

[N AN

SENIOR REAL ESTATE
SPECIALISY

A functional Kitchen helps you stay independent.

Leslie Gore
GRI, CRS, ABR, SRES, SFR
Broker Associate

CENTURY 21

ELEVATED

CALL
970-275-3195

EMAIL

LeslieGoreRealtor@gmail.com

WEBSITE

LeslieGore.Century21Colorado.com

Choose experience. Choose confidence
Choose results
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The bags showcase bright vehicle graphics in soft, kid-friendly materials.
Riding inside, the trusty plush partner encourages adventures and
storytelling all day long.

A Zolorado-ology

328 E. MAIN ST. | MONTROSE, CO | 970-249-8323
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HOUSING MARKET

THEN AND NOW

The Montrose real estate market has shifted from a frenzied seller's market
into a more balanced, healthy market. Here's how the landscape
has changed—and what it means for you.

2021-2023 1 2026

THE FRENZIED MARKET . , THE BALANCED MARKET

EXTREMELY LOW INVENTORY ﬁ» INVENTOR
Very few homes available Significantly more homes

b

High competition &l 10 choase from

FEWER B
MULTIPLE OFFERS FEWER &
Common on most listings Well-priced homes get offer

- fors o s
Bidding wars were normal, but multiple offers are les

common

RAPID PRICE APPRECIATION PRICES HAVE STABILIZED
Double-digit increases Appreciation has slowed to
year over year 1-2% year over year

HOMES SOLD FAST LONGER DAYS ON MARKET
Many homes soid in Buyers take more time
days, sometimes hours to decide

SELLERS HAD ALL TH NEGOTIATION 1S BACK

Few contingencies
Cash offers prevailed

Buyers can negotiate on
price, repairs, and closing
costs

BUYERS FACED INTENSE

PRESSURE

BUYERS HAVE MORE POWER

More choices, less pressure

Waived inspections,

offered over asking

and moved quickly
to compete

&6

@0@@@@

and more favorable terms.

S 084NN A F L A0

2] C E N T U RY 2] éERTIFIéD RE%IDE"N‘fIAL‘-SéE;ZIALIST

BROKER ASSOCIATE
Elevated

L 970-275-3016
ba michelleklippertrealtor@gmail.com
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LIS

ED

SOME PICTURES HAVE BEEN VIRTUALLY STAGED TO OFFER IDEAS

LISTED Al

333,900

MLS#835924

59L W APPLE DRIVE

DELTA, CO 81116

« 3BED/1 BATH

« FRONT PORCH

« BACK YARD

« HOA IRRIGATION
WATER

B wis

1022 SQ FT
1 CAR GARAGE
.17 ACRE LOT

BUILT IN 1995

LESLIE GORE

PRESENTED BY C21 ELEVATED 970-275-31985 LESLIEGOREREALTOREGMAIL COM
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Call me for all your
Real Estate Questions
and Information

‘ ",‘ \\: ’: i
Diane Haynes,
GRI, ABR, CRS
Century 21 Elevated RESRESES

dianehaynes@outlodkeome
dianehaynerealtor@dJiie

970-596-3521




The Montrose Mirror August 3, 2026 Page 54

T

@7 ngf/w

BROKER ASSOCIATE

BUYING
OR SELLING 970-209-3934

7 REALTOR@PegEvanoika.com

LET'S WORK ON THAT TOGETHER!

My husband ond | have been part of the community since
1972, This is where we raised our family and have been
involved in our own businesses including rentals, farming, Be h ind Every T’_a” sac hon

ond ranching. My focus is on assisting buyers and sellers in

ochieving thelr real estote goals, whether It's residential | ‘ ’ * * *
IS @4 real esiarte agen

who handled the problems

investment, working with first-time homebuuers ar seniors.

I'm proud to serve such a wonderful area and community.

HOM never /enew

existed.

I WOULD LIKE TO WORK FOR AND WITH YOU

CENTURY 21 ELEVATED REAL ESTATE
500 E. MAIN. 970-249-5671 THE-RES.COM
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: COMMENTARY

SLOW the PROCESS DOWN

Editor:

Let’s encourage the Montrose City Council to ‘slow the process down’ in placing proposed amendments to the City Charter on the

ballot in the November 2026 elections.

During a Montrose City Council ‘Special Meeting’
held on July 29th to discuss two of the proposed
amendments, it became apparent that overlooking
specific details during the formulation of the lan-
guage in the proposed amendments can lead to unin-
tended consequences.

To assure that the language in the proposed amend-
ments to the City Charter is ‘crafted’ carefully to
avoid unintended consequences will require diligence
and time.

The discussion amongst the 5 members of the City
Council and public comments made during the
‘Special Meeting’ by participants of the Montrose
community is recorded.

You can watch this Special Meeting held on July 29th
in the Montrose City Chamber via video streams di-
rectly on the City of Montrose YouTube Channel.

For members of the Montrose community who did
not participate in the Montrose City Council ‘Special
Meeting’ held on July 29th - viewing the recorded
‘Special Council Meeting’ will contribute to an under-
standing of why rushing to place the proposed
amendments on the ballot could result in serious
mistakes with negative consequences for future city
governance.

Neonila Martyniuk, Montrose

OUR
NUMBER HAS
CHANGED!

are working
nMobile

D iVisionMobile

o Text MIRROR to/d-877-957-0831
to opt-in to our NEWS TEXT alerts!

-
s
ifor. Message frequercy may vary. Reply STOP to unsubscrite, eply HELP for help.
Consent s ot coniionofpuchase.
rator comterms._of _use.59

MONTROSEMIRROR

Your Source for Local Business News and Information

Relief Without

Compromise
Try Aquablation® Therapy today.

Find relief fromn BPH symptoms with Aquablation Therapy,
a treatment offered by Craig Peterson, MD. Aquablation

is an advanced, minimally invasive treatment designed

to provide lasting results while preserving quality of life.
Experience precise, personalized care with a focus on faster
recovery and improved urinary function,

Craig Peterson, MD
Board Certified Urologist

& MONTROSE

» REGIONAL HEALTH

3330 S. Rio Grande Ave.

Urology Clinic Montrose, CO 81401

970-497-8100

MontroseHealth.com/Urology
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BUYER-FOCUSED REPRESENTATION WITH INTEGRITY AND EXPERTISE

LESLIE GORE, CRS DIANE HAYNES, CRS
Associate Broker Associate Broker
C: 970-275-3195 C: 970-596-3521
0: 970-249-7653 0: 970-249-7653
LeslieGoreRealtor@gmail.com DianeHaynes@outlook.com

DianeHaynesRealtor@gmail.com

NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION OF
REALTORS*
OFFICIN
DESIGNATION

Choosing a real estate agent with the Accredited Buyer's Representative (ABR)
designation offers several advantages:

Specialized Training: ABR agents have received advanced training focused on representing

buyers, giving them a deep understanding of the buying process and strategies to advocate
for your best interests.

Expert Negotiation Skills: They are equipped with the skills to negotiate better terms, prices,
and contingencies, helping you secure a more favorable deal.

Market Knowledge: ABR agents are well-versed in local market conditions, giving you
insights into pricing trends, property values, and neighborhood information.

Exclusive Buyer Focus: Their primary focus is on buyer representation, ensuring you get
unbiased advice and guidance tailored specifically to your needs.

Legal and Ethical Standards: ABR agents adhere to a strict code of ethics, ensuring that you
receive professional and trustworthy service throughout the buying process.

In short, working with an ABR-certified agent provides specialized expertise, better representation,
and a smoother home-buying experience.

Call for an appointment today!



mailto:dianehaynesrealtor@gmail.com
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1123 N Cascade

$288,000
MLS # 834576

Property borders
N Cascade Ave & N Townsend Ave

Garage/ Workshop accessd from
N Cascade

2 bed/1 bath
Residential/Commercial

Peg Evanoika,
Broker Associate

970-209-3934
Realtor@PegEvanoika.com


mailto:realtor@pegevanoika.com
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS

COUNCILOR WOODDEN IS OBLIGATED TO RECUSE HIMSELF OR

RESIGN HIS SEAT IF A CERTAIN MATTER COMES BEFORE COUNCIL

Dear Editor,

Clarification needs to be made regarding
the summary of public comments made at
the July 20th City Council meeting. Your
summary says comments were made that
Mrs. Woodden is a Republican. That is
taking what was said out of context. What
| pointed out was Mrs. Woodden serves as
Second Chair on the Republican Central
Committee and as such, Councilor Wood-
den is obligated to recuse himself or re-
sign his seat if a certain matter comes be-
fore Council.

| ask that you clarify what was said.
Attached is the speech | gave that night.
Dave Stockton - Montrose

Attchment:

July 21, 2026

Good evening Mr. Mayor and fellow coun-
cilors.

Article Ill, Section 5 of our Charter states
All special and general municipal elections
for elective office of the City shall be non-
partisan.

The Local GOP Central Committee’s mis-
sion statement includes verbiage that says

The

it will support and implement President
Trump’s America First doctrine which in-
cludes cumbersome immigration policies.
Councilor Woodden’s wife serves as 2™
Chair of the Montrose Republican Central
Committee.

Colorado Revised Statute 31-4-404 states,
“Any member of the governing body of
any city or town who has a personal or
private interest in any matter proposed or
pending before the governing body shall
disclose such interest to the governing
body, shall not vote thereon, and shall
refrain from attempting to influence the
decisions of the other members of the gov-
erning body in voting on the matter.” In
other words, they must recuse them-
selves.

I’'m asking that Councilor Woodden recu-
se himself from any future discussion or
decision regarding Montrose declaring
itself as a non-sanctuary city. There is a
clear conflict of interest with his wife hav-
ing a leadership role on a committee that
is in support of restrictive immigration
policies and him serving as a policy deci-

Company

sion maker for the City of Montrose. The
statute clearly states that a personal or
private interest issue is a conflict. There is
not much more personal than maintaining
spousal harmony.

Councilor Woodden would be pressured
by his wife to enact policies being driven
from the GOP conference. It’s unavoida-
ble, intentional or not, spouses have influ-
ence over each other.

Even if Mrs. Woodden were to resign her
position from the Central Committee the
stage has been set, the conflict of interest
is still present.

As | see it, Councilor Woodden has 2
choices regarding any future discussions
regarding non-sanctuary city declarations:
1) simply recuse himself, or 2) tender his
resignation from council.

Mr. Woodden, you have the City Attorney
available to advise you on your legal obli-
gation and perhaps ethical considerations
regarding this matter. You should reach
out to him.

Thank You

Dave Stockton



https://moovingcompany.com/
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passive solar ENVELOPE home
on 39 acres at $1,265,000

3 bed, 3 bath, 3424 SqFt NG\ A=
remodeled 2020-2025 MLS # 824397

Massive post-and-beam timbers designed to capture and retain 830 T'iyoweh Trail
the sun’s radiant heat during winter months

* Beautiful white oak flooring, knotty oak cabinetry,
and a dramatic stone fireplace
* Fully finished lower level with wood stove and % steam bath
* Mostly covered and lighted 9' x 16’ Trex-floored porch
spanning the entire east side of the home
» Glass-enclosed south-facing sunroom plus a north morning porch
connected by an additional 15" x 12" porch
* Unique passive airflow design with
remotely operable windows for natural ventilation
* Sweeping, unobstructed views from inside and out a2
* Lovingly maintained with considerable upgrades and updates J/) EVM 5 (A a
* Easily accessible 39-acre setting offering privacy and space for hiking, ef
riding, and outdoor enjoyment BROKER ASSOCIATE
+ A rare and distinctive mountain property blending comfort, craftsmanship, SRES.CRS.MRP

and connection to nature
Celll-970-209-3934
Realtor@PegEvanoika.com

Century 21 Elevated Real Estate www.The-RES.com
500 E. Main St. Montrose, CO 970-249-5673
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS

MONTROSE COUNTY AWARDS FOUR FUTURE FARMERS SCHOLARSHIPS
Special to the Mirror %

MONTROSE - Montrose County is proud to award four Future |
Farmers Scholarships this year to Tyler Banulis, Peyton Briggs,
Madison Collin, and Miley Dessauer. The scholarship cele-
brates Montrose County's rich agricultural heritage while
investing in the next generation of agricultural leaders. The
awards were recently presented during the Montrose County
Fair and Rodeo Junior Livestock Sale.

This year, Montrose County expanded its commitment by
increasing the scholarship program from two awards to four,
recognizing even more outstanding students who have
demonstrated a passion for agriculture, leadership, and com-
munity service. Scholarship recipients were selected through

a competitive application process that reflects the county's
ongoing commitment to supporting the next generation of
agricultural professionals and ensuring the strength of Mont-
rose County's agricultural legacy for years to come.
Scholarship awards were based on weighted GPA, personal
achievement, community involvement, future goals, and an
essay highlighting the importance of agriculture in Montrose
County.

Tyler Banulis of Olathe plans to pursue a degree in civil engineering at Montana State University while continuing his lifelong con-
nection to agriculture. Tyler has been actively involved in 4-H for eight years, participating in shooting sports, leathercraft, and
market lamb projects while serving in multiple leadership positions. Through FFA, he has served as chapter treasurer, competed
on the meats judging team, completed several supervised agricultural experience (SAE) projects, and represented FFA before local
boards. Tyler also gained valuable agricultural experience through work-study with Fassett Hay and Cattle and has remained active
in archery and clay target sports.

Peyton Briggs plans to pursue a degree in animal science at the University of Wyoming with a pre-veterinary medicine emphasis
as she works toward becoming a veterinarian. Throughout high school, she has been actively involved in FFA, rabbit breeding, live-
stock exhibition, and veterinary medicine experiences. After receiving a Colorado State SAE Grant as a freshman, Peyton estab-
lished her own rabbit breeding operation and developed skills in animal husbandry, business management, and entrepreneurship.
She has earned multiple state-level awards, including the Colorado FFA State Gold Proficiency Award in Small Animal Production,
and has served in several FFA leadership roles, including Chapter President. As a current Colorado FFA State Officer candidate, Pey-
ton continues to advocate for agricultural education while gaining hands-on veterinary experience through assistant training and
job shadowing.

Madison Collin plans to attend Montana State University to pursue a nursing degree before continuing her education to become a
Physician Assistant. She has distinguished herself through exceptional leadership in FFA and livestock projects, serving as both
chapter president and district president while earning her State FFA Degree. Madison's accomplishments include Champion Show-
man, Reserve Market Steer honors, and helping lead her family's state-winning sheep production project. She has also received
the DEKALB Award, Outstanding Montrose High School Agriculture Award, and induction into the National Technical Honor Socie-
ty. Her dedication to leadership, service, and agriculture has prepared her well for a future in healthcare.

Miley Dessauer plans to pursue an associate degree in agribusiness at the Nebraska College of Technical Agriculture and West
Texas A&M University, preparing for a future in the agricultural industry through coursework in agricultural economics, farm and
ranch management, finance, accounting, agricultural law, marketing, livestock industry management, and meat science. Her edu-
cational goals reflect a desire to build a broad understanding of agriculture and develop the knowledge needed to support produc-
ers and agricultural businesses.

In partnership with the Montrose Community Foundation, the Future Farmers Scholarship is intended for students pursuing ca-
reers in agriculture. Agriculture remains a cornerstone of Montrose County's heritage and economy, and the scholarship helps
encourage the next generation of agricultural professionals and leaders. The county extends its congratulations to this year's recip-
ients and thanks all applicants for their dedication to agriculture and their communities. More information about the Future Farm-
ers Scholarship is available at https://www.montrosecounty.net/scholarship.

Montrose County is proud to award four Future Farmers Scholar-
ships this year to Tyler Banulis, Peyton Briggs, Madison Collin, and
Miley Dessauer. Montrose County Courtesy photo.
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YOUR NEW HOME AWAITS )
IN "'
BROWN RANCH

MLS # 836819 Offered at $615,990

Under construction, large
backyard is ready for your design.
3 car garage, split floor plan,
open,spacious full of light and
tasteful design. Laminate flooring,
quartz countertops.
3 beds, 2 baths, 1732 sq ft.

-~
A

Peg Evanoika $____
970-209-3934 Realtor@PegEvanoIka.com
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NATIONAL

m ASSOCIATION OF ’ = SRES

REALTORS®

Retiring,
downsizing
or selling
a family home?

A Seniors Real Estate Specialist”
is uniquely qualified to counsel
buyers and sellers
& is there to:

represent your interests,
offer guidance and the resources

you need to help you
through a time of transition.

Elevated Real Estate,
500 £ Main. Montrose, CO
970-249-7655 www.The-RES.com
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Country living without

compromise.

58177 Garner Ln. Olathe, CO
MLS # 831829 Priced at; 5 959 900

+ Rural cul-de-sac setting with privacy, views, and peaceful surroundings
« +Built in 2020 with 2,772 sq ft and desirable split floor plan
« +Main level: 4 bedrooms + 2% baths with distinctive finishes
« +Private 5th bedroom suite above garage with % bath,
« skylight, and southern views

Spacious kitchen with pantry, island, and dining bar
» +Bright breakfast area opening to covered outdoor living
« +Covered patio with outdoor kitchen & BBQ area
« + Additional storage and outbuildings
- Convenient location between Olathe and Montrose

ated Real EState,
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Colorado Living at It's Best 2> LOT #1414
/127 901 6530 Road

ﬁ CIMARRON ’ ' Montrose, Colorado
& CREEK '/

PRICE DROP: NOW $167,000

fo

%@ 3 Bed/2 Bath '::A;.) 8x8 Matching shed = ."\". o T
RSN REE Lot
:: ﬂ!ﬁ!v J0en :-"‘-":Hi-l Sput 5 > \‘ 3

('_ % , Corner garden tub Large laundry room ':‘ the Fil’St ::
. Month!

"ONLY $2,025.00 per month

G (970) 249-0493 ($1,309.00 mortgage plus $716.00 lot rent)

*WAC. Estimated payment, rates and terms may vary
CALL Now based on credit history. Not all applicants will
qualify, Subject to lender terms & conditions. Actual

term, rate, APR, and loan amount may vary."


http://www.cimarroncreekcommunity.com/
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS

2ND ANNUAL DELTA COUNTY NIGHT OUT IN CEDAREDGE

Special to the Mirror

DELTA-Bring the whole family and join us on Tuesday, August 4, for an evening of fun, food, and community at the 2nd Annual
Delta County Night Out in Cedaredge!

This free, family-friendly event is your opportunity to meet the dedicated first responders who proudly serve communities
throughout Delta County. Representatives from local law enforcement agencies, fire departments, EMS, and other public safety
partners will be on hand to visit with community members, answer questions, and showcase the equipment they use to keep our
county safe.

There will be plenty of FREE family fun, including:

-Free hot dogs

- Free ice cream

-Games and activities

-Tug-of-war

-Face painting

-Live music by Emily Paige Reynolds

-Emergency vehicles and equipment to explore

Delta County Night Out is held in conjunction with National Night Out, an annual community-building campaign celebrated by
thousands of communities across the country.

The event is designed to strengthen the partnership between first responders and the communities they serve by bringing neigh-
bors together in a fun, welcoming environment.

Whether you're meeting your local first responders for the first time or reconnecting with familiar faces, we hope you'll join us for
an evening filled with community spirit, great food, live entertainment, and fun for all ages.

WOMENS’ GIVING CLUB TO MEET AUG. 13

Special to the Mirror
MONTROSE-The Montrose Women’s Giving Club is set for their quarterly meeting on Thursday, August 13, at The Bridges Golf
Club, 5:30 p.m.

All women are invited to participate. The premise is simple: Everyone donates $100, then a drawing is held to determine the
three presenters for the evening. Each of those non-profit local organizations is given five minutes to tell the group about their
charity and its current needs. A vote is then taken to determine which of them receives the total amount available for that quar-
ter.

For those who have never attended, the option is given to come as a guest to observe. No donation is required, but guests are not
allowed to nominate an organization for funding or to vote.

An additional $10 will be collected from all attendees for the hospitality fee which includes snacks and a drink as well as room and
service charges.

The Women’s Giving Club is very proud of its contributions to the Montrose Community. At our last meeting in May over $13,000
was awarded to Valley Food Partnership. This is a unique opportunity for women to come together to learn about the needs in our
community and to meaningfully, as a group, make a difference. Over $400,000 has been distributed since 2017.

For more information, please call 970-209-9598 or email brueskejd@gmail.com.

N
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CENTURY 21

ELENVATED

PREMIER HIGHWAY

COMMERCIAL SHOWCAS

EXCEPTIONAL VISIBILITY * EXPANSIVE FACILITIES * UNLIMITED POTENTIAL

12,740 SF Q &’)02 OFFERED AT
HEATED ' | $

899 000

MLS #835314

COMMERCIAL | 3.67 HIGHWAY SEFURE
2 20 FENCED

FACILITY ACRES FRONTAGE GROUNDS

1325 & 1319 HIGHWAY 50 « DELTA, COLORADO 81416

[_esée & 4 ,é
970-275-3195 Zﬂ‘w’w

. LESLIEGOREREALTOR@GMAIL.COM WM@ e

55 HTTPS:/TINYURL.COM/LESLIEGOREC21 /p/ﬁ

fH1 HIGH VISIBILITY. HIGH POTENTIAL i} BUILT FOR YOUR SUCCESS
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CARTOON BY TIM JONES

g@ @@g by Tim Jones
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/ EXERCISING
USUALLY HELPS
ME REMEMBER

THINGS, BUT

I CAN'T REMEMBER WHAT I
WAS SUPPOSED TO DO TODAY.,

YOU'D THINK
IT WOULD JoOG
YOUR MEMORY.
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https://www.gocomics.com/sour-grapes

A‘Zﬁ)\ NOT THIS TIME,

KUV A L CT GG R

© 2024 by tew

Alpen Confections
970-648-0609

Crash Burger
970-249-0825

Coffee Trader
970-249-6295
970-787-9021

Tacos & Beer
970-964-4448

Tacos & Beer on Main
970-964-4999

Pahgre's
970-249-6442

Delta: CB's Tavern

970-399-3570
Q\S\.'-T-Tt'{2( 7

Iy 5’ Y
‘. o )\ A

ONTROSY

Premier Sponsor:
Montrose Farmers Market
970-249-0705

Horsefly Brewing
970-249-6889

Jimmer's BBQ,
Burgers & Beer
970-252-1227

Fiesta Guadalajara
Re-Opening 2026
970-249-2460

El Jimador
970-249-8990

Busy Corner White Kitchen
970-323-6215

Lighthouse Eatery
970-964-7570

Ray’s Corner Cafe
970-417-4340

Rib City
970-249-7427

Stone House
970-240-8899

Sidelines Sports Bar
970-765-0129

Delta: Pour Ernie’s
970-546-0074
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MIRROR IMAGES: OUT & ABOUT

The Annex Post Office will hold your mail
and help with lost parcels. Last week, they
also helped to deliver babies—in this case, a
parcel full of baby chicks.
Miirror staff photo.
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3819 Chestnut Dr.
Offered at $610.000 MLS # 836814

Delightful sunny, new home, completion expected by
Aug. 15, 2026. 3 bed, 2 bath, 2 car garage, tile, laminate,
quartz, large back yard ,

covered PO"Cl‘) 'FGCQS Easf,

morning coffee angone?

e

*S’r?i | CENTURY 21 ELEVATE 500 E MAIN
Peg Evanoika : 170-2"’-5673 THE‘RES‘COM -

—

970-209-3934 RealtoraPegEvanoika.com 8

—~=

-
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: COMMENTARY

RED OR BLUE? MONTROSE COUNTY AND THE CITY OF MONTROSE
Are we in the Crosshairs of a Political Conversion Plan?

By David White

I’'ve watched, listened and written of late
about the ongoing efforts being made in
our community over the past year where-
by seemingly average citizens — some old
timers and some new to the area — have
“randomly” appeared in what at first
seemed to be citizen engagement over
happenings at Montrose County. Debates
over the former County Manager, the
now former Public Health Director, lead-
ership roles amongst the County Commis-
sioners, etc. drew crowds of heretofore
uninvolved local residents who, on a
weekly basis, berated our elected officials
on what began to appear to have been an
organized effort to seek political change.
Righteous indignation; cries of racism,
sexism, misogyny and other buzzwords
designed to incite the masses when re-
peated through local and regional media
sources — print, electronic, social, etc.
soon brought the tar and feather crowd
forward with cries of correcting these
now labeled moral wrongdoings through
what became a recall effort of one County
Commissioner who had only served six
months in office. By the 11™ month of his
term, he was gone and another Commis-
sioner was marginalized and so ended the
moral outrage. Or so it seemed.

At the same time as out-of-state money
was pouring into the recall campaign, an
election was taking place to select new
Montrose RE-1J School Board members.
The school board races resulted in a
strong mandate against perceived pro-
gressive overreach in public education.
Not happy with the electors’ decisions
and like a swarm of wasps, hornets or any
other venomous insect known to man,
the same tactics employed against Mont-
rose County leadership along with cries of
discrimination, unfair practices, etc. start-
ed coming from the same crowd who, in
general, opposed the conservative educa-
tion policy direction the School Board was
exploring along with administrative deci-
sions regarding the legal counsel they
chose to represent the District; adminis-
trative decisions regarding the District

Superintendent, the approval of a new
charter school (Montrose Classical Acade-
my) and other matters that had previously
not been an issue when decided by the
previous, more liberal, board.

These disputes reflect standard national
school-board polarization (conservative
majorities pursuing policy shifts vs. pro-
gressive/liberal-leaning residents, educa-
tors, and unions prioritizing traditional
public-school governance, employee pro-
tections, and avoiding culture-war litiga-
tion). Unhappiness with the current
School Board is leading some to believe
that a broader effort is afoot to see some
members of the Board go the way that
treatment bestowed upon the County
Commissioners last fall went.

And it doesn’t stop there! The newly
elected City Councilmembers are bucking
up against this same crowd as well as the
entrenched City management team. Like
the tactics employed with the County
Commissioners last year, threats of recall
are ringing louder by the day. Why? As of
this writing, a proposal to ask voters to
make some needed changes to the City
Charter seems to be the lightning rod for
controversy that sees the City Council
divided with Councilors J. David Reed and
Dave Frank battling the rest of the Council
over how possible ballot questions will be
presented to voters in this November’s
mid-term election regarding Charter
changes or amendments.

In the November 2025 general election,
the City of Montrose City Council put
forth a ballot question regarding the Char-
ter that were largely cleanup, moderniza-
tion, and clarification updates (plus an
eight-year consecutive-term limit for
council members and other procedural
adjustments). The City Council initiated
the review and placed the package on
the ballot via Ordinance 2690. Full red-
lined and clean versions of the proposed
amended Charter were posted on the
city’s website for public review. No hue
and cry from a supposedly disenfran-
chised electorate was heard then. No
claims from Councilors Reed and Frank

that the process was moving too fast or
that there needed to be a “Citizens Com-
mittee” to suggest Charter changes. Noth-
ing. The City Council, City Manager and
City Attorney took care of business with-
out a whimper from the likes of today’s
citizen activists who have been berating
Council for daring to put forth amend-
ments without a citizen committee decid-
ing what should be proposed to the resi-
dents of the City. How ironic that more
righteous indignation is coming from this
same crowd.

Mayor Michael Badagliacco campaigned
on asking the voters to approve certain
changes to the Charter. Last Wednesday,
July 29" in a public meeting on two possi-
ble ballot questions related to the Charter
(there will be others discussed in today’s
City Council Work Session), a little over a
dozen citizen activists came to speak their
minds on the matter and demanded a
stop to the proceedings until a citizen
committee was in place to do the work
that historically the Council has done in
bringing forth updates and amendments.
Not surprisingly, the majority of them
identified as Unaffiliated voters. Some as
Democrat Party members and just one
Republican.

That piqued my interest as the City Coun-
cil is a non-partisan body and yet partisan-
ship seems to be a playing card that is
used by many of the “unaffiliated” voters
who have publicly called out the predomi-
nately conservative leaning City Council.
Here are some examples: Cliff Faurer
spoke at the City Council meeting and
wrote a letter that appeared in the Mont-
rose Daily Press opposing Charter chang-
es. He's unaffiliated yet research shows
that he and his wife have been donors to
the Biden for President and Phil Weiser
for Governor campaigns. John Broad-
books touts his Unaffiliated voter status
yet is a frequent contributor to the Mont-
rose Democratic Party, Phil Weiser for
Governor, Recall Scott Mijares, Com-
mittee to Elect Kirstin Copeland County
Commissioner and many other left-of-
center campaigns and organizations. Kim

Continued next pg
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RED OR BLUE? MONTROSE COUNTY AND THE CITY OF MONTROSE

From previous pg

Townsend-Spangrude is another vocal
Unaffiliated voter whose track record of
contributions to the Montrose Demo-
cratic Party Central Committee spans
years. Contributions to other Democratic
Party candidates such as Phil Weiser and
Alice Murphy (former school board mem-
ber) by her are found in public records.
Beth McCorkle, another vocal Unaffiliated
voter and Neonila Martyniuk fall in line
with the rest of the “Unaffiliated” crowd
on this list with contributions to the
Montrose Democratic Party.

Of course, Democratic Party loyalists Bob
Nicholson (former City Councilor) and
Ryan Sedgeley (DMEA Board Member
and former City Council candidate) aren’t
bashful about their beliefs and speak their
minds before Council. Longtime local syc-
ophant and registered “Republican” Jim
Haugsness (a frequent contributor over
the years to Democratic candidates such
as Alice Murphy, Barbara Bynum, Kjersten
Davis, Kevin Kuns, Jody Hovde and Tom
West along with contributions to the
Democratic Party) makes his voice known
as he sides with his liberal friends on most
issues.

Now let’s be clear...such activity occurs
on both sides of the political spectrum,
however, by declaring yourself to be
“unaffiliated,” one seemingly is able to
duck for cover when you’re able to hide
behind that moniker, yet public records
show where your true beliefs and support
for political causes lie. To that end, the
Democratic Party has done a beautiful job
of capitalizing on the role of the unaffiliat-
ed voter in their plans to take rural Colo-
rado to their side of the political aisle.

In June of this year, the Democratic Party,
following up on an initiative that began in
2024, unveiled their “County Comeback
2026” plan which is their explicit long-
term plan to build lasting infrastructure

and competitiveness in traditionally Re-
publican (red) and rural counties, with the
stated goal of flipping them blue over
time.

Research finds that Democratic Party
messaging frames this as the “next fron-
tier” of Colorado politics. With statewide
offices and legislative majorities already
held by Democrats, the strategy shifts
resources downward: strengthen county
parties so they can recruit and elect local
candidates who “show up” on kitchen-
table issues, listen to communities, and
deliver tangible results. The theory is that
sustained local wins, better organization,
and higher Democratic vote shares will
compound cycle after cycle, turning red
strongholds more competitive and even-
tually blue. Official materials describe it
as an “ambitious long-term plan to flip red
counties blue” and increase competitive-
ness in traditional GOP areas.

According to public statements that I've
found, Democrats have gone on the
offense statewide in municipal, school
board, and county races during this 2026
election cycle (governor, other statewide
offices, legislative seats, congressional
races, and more county contests). Their
party leadership emphasizes year-round
organizing, candidate recruitment and
training (especially for local offices), data
-driven outreach, meeting voters where
they are, and treating county parties as
true partners rather than afterthoughts.
The “Colorado County Comeback 2026”
launch language from the party Chairman
and other party operatives’ stresses
showing up in every community—from
cities to rural areas—and building a par-
ty that fights for everyday issues so local
Democratic candidates can win. (You
only have to look at the three (3) political
bodies spoken of in this article to see
this!)

And that my friends’ is the reason why
every single elective office in Montrose
County is a target. Aided and abetted by
so called middle of the road Republicans
and Unaffiliated voters, the Democrats, to
their credit, have a game plan that they
think they can win. Their dutiful foot sol-
diers carry the torch. Local operatives
such as Linda Gann (Neighbors for Good
Governance), Phoebe Benziger (Colorado
Rural Voters), Karen Sherman-Perez
(Hispanic Affairs Project), Holly Speaks
(Indivisible/No Kings), Bethany Maher
(MADA) and others package the argu-
ments and deliver the goods under the
guise of having the best intentions that
they’re doing us all a favor with their
woke political messages and more if we’ll
just turn things over to them and their
good judgement.

To verify what I've found, go to the
source (https://www.coloradodems.org/
press/colorado-democratic-party-
launches2026-colorado-county-
comeback) and (https://
www.coloradodems.org/the-road-ahead).
Straight from the Party itself is a partial
disclosure of what’s coming to or has al-
ready arrived in rural Colorado. Don’t
worry Montrose. It’s already here and in
spades. Red or Blue? The choice is yours.
Pick well.

Mr. White is an active citizen & commu-
nity leader as well as a business owner,
entrepreneur, former Colorado Springs
City Councilor and Montrose City Counci-
lor as well as Montrose Mayor. He was a
two-term Montrose County Commission-
er and has served on many boards and
commissions during his career. He was
most recently the Interim Montrose
County Manager. He & his wife are the
parents of six children and have 10
grandchildren with 2 more on the way &
a great grandchild.

and smell the -eéffee- NEWS!

The Mirror is the regional leader when it comes to business,

fresh news and feature stories! Read the latest today ...

www.montrosemirror.com
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COMMUNITY OBITUARIES

KENNETH J. LABRUM (MUTT)

July 21, 1940- July 19, 2026

KENNETH J. LABRUM (MUTT) died on July 19, 2026, two days before his 86 birth-
day. Mutt was born in Grand Junction, Colorado. Spent his life in Colorado, Utah,
Texas, back to Colorado and then spent the last 30 years in Lakeport, California
with his second wife Shirley Patton, taking care of her mother, the homesteaded
land of her parents and then he took care of Shirley until her passing in January
of 2024. He came back to Colorado and lived with his son Jeff and his wife Kathy
for the last two years. This is where he got to know his grandkids again, then
great grandchildren and great great grandson.

Mutt was a carpenter by trade. He built many homes, businesses and even
worked at the Ridgeway and Dolores dams. When he was a much younger man
he coached his son and classmates in little league baseball in Olathe. Lots of
great memories come from this time in his and Jeff’s life.

He was the second to last of 11 children born to Rosco J. and Catherine (Hicks)
Labrum the last one to leave this earth. He was also preceded in death by his
oldest daughter Vicki and her husband Randy Trounce, and his youngest daugh-
ter Betty Mitchell.

No services planned. When you see an Elk or mule deer give a wave and re-
member Mutt

THE MONTROSE MIRROR
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GARY ROY GRATTON

GARY ROY GRATTON 79, of Montrose, passed away at Valley Manor Care Center,
after a long battle of Parkinson’s and PSP.

Born November 22, 1946, to Raymond and Alma Gratton in Cleveland, Ohio.
After graduation in 1966, Gary joined the United States Marine Corp for a life-
time of service for his country, retiring in March 1997. Moving to Montrose, Colo-
rado in December 1996, continuing to serve his community at Habitat for Hu-
manity, Sharing Ministries, VFW and building little houses, sheds, different pro-
jects.

Gary is survived by his wife Suzanne of 49 years. United with five children: Den-
ver Gratton (Ginger), Lynn Diero (Art) Chris Deter, Larry Gratton (Becca), Leigh
Baker (Dan). 10 grandchildren, three great grandchildren. Also, Sisters: Karen
Allen, Marcia Klingman, and Melissa McGhee, brother-in-law: Chip Wilson and
numerous nieces and nephews.

He is preceded in death by brother, Chad Gratton.

Gary’s faith was in the Lord Jesus Christ, a member of Christ Church of the Val-
ley.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations can be made to Hope West Hospice of the
Warrior Resource Center, 4 Hillcrest Plaza Way, Montrose, Co. 81401

JANICE FAY ROTTINGHAUS
February 23, 1963- July 26, 2026

JANICE FAY ROTTINGHAUS of Olathe, CO, age 63, passed away on July 26, 2026.

‘ Janice was born in Montrose, CO on February 23, 1963 to Katherine and Jesse

.‘ Linsacum. She grew up in Montrose and graduated from Montrose High School in 1981.
e After graduating, she worked as a pharmacy technician.

| Janice enjoyed counted cross stitching, gardening, cooking and crafts. She liked to
travel, including trips to Rocky Mountain National Park and scenic drives in the moun-

| tains.

| Janice married Robert Rottinghaus in September, 1986. They made their home on a

| family farm near Olathe, CO where Janice grew to love the farm life. She especially en-
i joyed processing and canning produce from their garden.

In 1999, Janice’s life was miraculously changed when she became the recipient of a

Y kidney/pancreas transplant.

Janice is survived by Rob, her husband of nearly forty years. She is also survived by her
¥ Mother, Katherine Linsacum and brothers Steve (llene), Gary (Shawn), and Ron (Inl)

= Linsacum. She was preceded in death by her Father, Jesse Linsacum, her sister, Linda

1 Fluke and nephew, Timothy Linsacum.

A celebration of Janice’s life will be held at a future date. In lieu of flowers, please do-
nate to Juvenile Diabetes or Hope West Hospice.




The Montrose Mirror August 3, 2026

Page 74

By Dr. Lauren Hall Ruddell, PhD.

Greetings Mirrorites!

Some years ago, | read a great book titled
“Made for Each Other”. It’s not about find-
ing true romantic love, which you might
assume from the title, but rather the forc-
es of evolution upon the interactions of
humans and our now domesticated animal
companions, especially dogs. The role of
oxytocin in creating, strengthening, and
modifying our relationships with animals
was highlighted.

| was reminded of this work when listen-
ing to a lecture on the role of oxytocin in
online relationships.

We know that the human brain is funda-
mentally social, wired through millions of
years of evolution to seek connection,
cooperation, and community. At the heart
of this social drive lies oxytocin, a neuro-
peptide and hormone often dubbed the

Hugging trees has been shown to increase the levels of the hormone oxytocin
Courtesy image.

"cuddle chemical" or "bonding hormone."
It plays a pivotal role in trust, empathy,
social recognition, and the formation of
deep emotional bonds. However, the land-
scape of human communication has un-
dergone a seismic shift in the 21st century.
The transition from predominantly face-to
-face (FtF) interactions to digital, screen-
mediated communication raises an inter-
esting mental health question which is,
can a digital interface stimulate the same
oxytocin response as a physical presence?
Inquiring minds would love to know.
Physical contact is the primary driver of

oxytocin. Second most potent is eye con-
tact, specifically "mutual gaze". But gazing
at elements of restorative natural environ-
ments is really powerful as well. While |
personally feel a sense of warmth and
deep love for natural aesthetic beauty, it
appears that most folks require a more
hands on approach. It has reported that
hugging trees has been shown to increase
the levels of the hormone oxytocin, which
is the hormone responsible for emotional
bonding and feelings of wellbeing, calm-
ness and trust. One of the primary ways
that oxytocin production increases is

Continued next pg
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YOUR BRAIN ON NATURE — LIVE VS ONLINE CONNECTIONS From previous pg

is through touch. Dr. Stone Kraushaar,
Ph.D., a clinical psychologist known as The
Hug Doctor, suggests that we hug (each
other or trees) for a minimum of 21 sec-
onds on order to benefit from the in-
creased release of oxytocin.

If you are concerned that this means of
boosting oxytocin will put you at risk of
being called a ‘tree hugger’ (a modern
American insult for an environmentalist or
a hippie), you can retort that you are pur-
suing an ancient tradition that began in
India centuries ago and persists as a com-
petition in Scotland. Scottish tree hugging
competitions are serious business, with
prizes awarded for Speed hugging (the
most trees hugged in 60 seconds, with a
minimum for 5 seconds for each tree),
Dedication (the most passionate hug,
lasting up to 60 seconds), and Freestyle
(most creative hug, for a maximum of 60
seconds).

Seriously though, there is much love to be
gained by enjoying nature in the company
of familiar and friendly others. This social
dimension is understudied but there is a
little research emerging on this. One Japa-
nese study found that adolescent boys
increased oxytocin level in a wilderness
situation where they needed others’ coop-
eration and support for survival. Any ac-
tivity that increases this hormone in teen-
age boys sounds awesome to me!

8500

Oxytocin promotes different kinds of so-
cial interaction and bonding and exerts
stress-reducing and healing effects. In
situations characterized by low levels of
fear and stress in response to release of
oxytocin, the capacity for positive psycho-
logical development might also happen.
Such an instorative effect of nature, i.e.,
the capacity of nature to promote reorien-
tation and the creation of new coping
strategies, might hence represent an addi-
tional aspect of oxytocin-linked effects,
triggered in connection with certain pleas-
ant natural phenomena. One group of
researchers found in 2021 that the stress-
relieving, health-promoting, restorative,
and instorative effects of nature may in-
volve activation of the oxytocinergic sys-
tem. In other words, time spent in lovely
and safe outdoor environments can in-
duce a bit of a love jolt.

Can we get just as much benefit from
screentime interactions as from nature or
face to face social interactions? In a word,
no. A June 2026 paper examined Problem-
atic Interactive Media Users and found
that these folks exhibited a tendency to
rely on digital platforms for unmet in per-
son social needs. Unfortunately, this inter-
action is nearly devoid of oxytocin. Social
media junkies are better off tree hugging,
if face to face interactions are undesirable
or impossible for some reason. If tree hug-

ging is not practical and there’s no one to
walk with in nature, then a phone call to a
friend or beloved family member while
strolling can help a lot. Under normal cir-
cumstances | don’t recommend this, since
it short circuits the brain’s ability to enter
the default mode network to boost cogni-
tive resources and outside-the-box think-
ing. But when a person is feeling desper-
ately lonely and the internet seems the
only option, resist and engage with a hu-
man voice. This is not just my opinion.
We've known since 2012 that, unlike chil-
dren interacting with their mothers in per-
son or over the phone, girls who instant
messaged them only did not release oxy-
tocin. Instead, these lasses showed levels
of salivary cortisol (i.e. stress response) as
high as control subjects who did not inter-
act with their moms at all. The researchers
concluded that “the comforting sound of a
familiar voice is responsible for the hor-
monal differences observed...”

Strolling in pleasant landscapes with a
group of friends is pretty much guaran-
teed to boost your love hormones and
create new and lasting connections with
both nature and humans. When itisn’t
too hot, which is asking a lot these days,
amble with the amiable and forge those
oxytocin bonds!

Happy rambling,

The Mindful Naturalist

ANONYMOUS

Download The APP. P3 TIPS (33

MONTROSE REGIONAL

CRIME STOPPERS

see something, say something


https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC9737778/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC9737778/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC8286993/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC8286993/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0149763426000825
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MONTROSE TEEN HOPES TO TAKE HIS GAME TO SPAIN

Levi Rodriguez, above and left, has spent the
summer working while continuing to train
every day. Courtesy photos.

Mirror Staff Report
MONTROSE-It may be a long shot. But one
young Montrose resident has his eyes on
the ball and hopes to take his game to a
higher level--and a distant land.

According to Levi Rodriguez’ mother Csil-
la, the 16-year-old has been an enthusias-
tic soccer player since age two and has
long dreamed of playing in Europe.

While the family has never been able to
afford elite soccer camps, Levi was able to
attend a soccer camp in Gunnison this
summer, put on by the West Elk Soccer
Association in Crested Butte and led by
coaches from Spain. He spent the summer
building his skills and perfecting his game.
By the time the soccer camp drew to a

close Levi had greatly increased his abili-
ties. He was selected to receive a week of
free training in Spain and was also invited
to train and study with an academy in
Spain for a full year.

While the cost of sending Levi to Spain is
presently beyond reach of the family’s
budget, Csilla said that Levi has spent the
summer working while continuing to train
every day.

The family has started a GoFundMe, for
friends and family to help if they choose.
“No matter what happens, we are already
proud of the young man Levi has become.
Soccer may be his dream, but his charac-
ter is his greatest achievement,” Csilla

said.

Levi himself had this to say. “Playing soc-
cer in Spain would mean everything to
me. Ever since | was little, I’'ve dreamed of
playing soccer in Europe. Soccer isn’t just
a sport to me. It’s what | think about every
day--at school, at home, on vacation. It’s
what | love more than anything.

“I know this opportunity is something
not everyone gets and | am very grateful. |
want to represent my family, everyone
who believes in me, and everyone who
has supported me along the way.

“I want to make them proud.”
For those who would like to help, the link
to Levi’'s GoFundMe is here.

«?

9N

.

-

4 I
; . &

- i

2o,
s > ~ ."\\ »
=, T eV .

-

«!-ll

-

o
) /S

-~

7
o ®

i
Oﬂ‘i\ R,

- v »

A

%%

—

o’

L}

- v -,\
N H s

e

\
~

AT S
7 I; ";’." A g k > . }"‘.

——
- -

SAVE A TREE READ THE MIRROR *

-~ o

A
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COMMERCIAL BUILDING
IN DOWNTOWN MONTROSE,
COLORADO

4,325 Sq Ft | Remodeled From 2015-2019

 Prime Location | Corner Lot with Great Parking

500 E. Main St., Montrose, CO

Michelle Klippert
CRS, ABR, GRI, SRES, SFR
$950,000 ® 970-275-3016

e MichelleKlippertRealtor@gmail.com

) 500 E. Main St., Montrose, CO
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FINDING AN OASIS: ‘ROOTS & RHYTHMS’
EXTENDED AT THE SPACE TO CREATE GALLERY

Special to the Mirror
RIDGWAY— For those looking to step away from the smoke and daily worries, there is a quiet sanctuary waiting on Clinton Street.
Roots & Rhythmes, a free exhibition featuring abstract paintings by Julia Reid and wood sculptures by Ethan Wortis, is on view at

Where Confidence

Meets Control.
Try Axonics® Therapy today.

Take control of bladder and bowel symptoms with Axonics
Therapy. This procedure, offered by Michael S. Tonzi, MD,

is a minimally invasive, long-lasting solution desighed to
improve quality of life. Experience fewer interruptions,
greater confidence, and personalized care close to home.

)
\
Ll

Axonics

Michael S. Tonzi, MD
Board Certified Urologist

% MONTROSE

REGIONAL HEALTH

3330 S. Rio Grande Ave.

Urology Clinic Montrose, CO 81401

970-497-8100

MontroseHealth.com/Urology

the Space to Create Gallery, 675 Clinton St., through August
31.

The exhibition has become a local point of interest, with
visitors describing the gallery as an "oasis" —a place to slow
down and find rhythm through the interplay of lines,
curves, and textures.

The show brings together two artists with deep roots in
our community, exploring themes of movement, memory,
and the natural world through distinct yet complementary
mediums. Reid's abstract paintings emerge from an intui-
tive process of layering color, texture, and gesture to create
emotional landscapes inspired by lived experience and the
beauty of Southwest Colorado. Complementing these are
Wortis' wood sculptures, which transform the material into
graceful, flowing forms that challenge expectations, reveal-
ing balance and humor in every piece. Together, the works
invite viewers to reflect on the connection between our
roots and the evolving rhythms that guide us toward who
we are becoming.

The gallery itself reflects that same idea. As Colorado's first
Space to Create project, Ridgway Space to Create grew
from a shared vision between Artspace and the Town of
Ridgway and took shape through the dedication of count-
less community members. Today, it remains rooted in that
vision, continuing to evolve as affordable housing, two
commission-free galleries, and monthly exhibitions create
new rhythms that bring artists and neighbors together.

The community is invited to experience Roots & Rhythms
during regular gallery hours or at the next First Friday Art
Walk on Friday, Aug. 7, from 5 to 8 pm.

Visit the Gallery

Space to Create Gallery 675 Clinton St., Ridgway, CO

Public Hours: Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, 9:00 a.m.—
4:00 p.m. (or by appointment)

Call for Artists: The gallery is a commission-free space wel-
coming applications for future monthly exhibitions. Artists
interested in exhibiting are encouraged to contact gallery
manager Maria Schaeffer at spacetocre-
ate@assetliving.com or 970-488-3887.
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MONTROSE CENTER FOR ARTS PRESENTS THE POWER OF ART

Special to the Mirror

MONTROSE-Joy, sorrow, hope, anger -
- what feelings does a piece of art
bring to mind? What does the artist
intend? Come see the upcoming
Montrose Center for Arts (MCA) ex-
hibit: The Power of Art. The exhibit will
run from Aug. 11 — Sept. 25 at MCA,
located at 205 E. Main Street in Mont-
rose. Admission to the center is al-
ways free and the hours are 11 a.m. —
5 p.m. Tuesday — Saturday. Communi-
ty members are invited to attend the
reception and award ceremony on
August 13 from 5 -7 p.m. at MCA.
“This is one of our favorite exhibits of
the year,” says MCA Gallery Team
Chair Jen Wolfe. “The competition
among MCA artists always seems to
bring out their very best work. We
look forward to seeing what emotions
their works evoke in us.”

This is an MCA Member Only exhibit
and will be a juried show — a $200
prize will be awarded to the Best in
Show and $100 to the 2" place. The
judge for the exhibit will be Ouida
Touchon. She is a visual artist from
New Mexico, who now resides in Del-
ta. She owns a charming 1910 bunga-
low with a carriage house in the back

where she spends most
of her waking moments
at the easel or the press. ;
She holds a BFA in |
painting from the Kansas g
City Art Institute, and

Master of Art from the
University of Missouri at
Kansas City in studio

studied with mentors
and distinguished print-
makers and painters in
Italy, Mexico, and the
United States. She is a noted artist
who combines traditional forms of
printmaking and mixed media, with
painting, collage, and embroidery to
synthesize a medium all her

own. More than a printmaker or
painter, she sees herself more essen-
tially as a maker of images.

The exhibit is sponsored by ElderAdo
Financial — members of MCA’s Art In
Motion network for businesses that
showcase MCA members’ artworks in
their buildings at no cost to the busi-
ness. Located at 1030 S. Townsend
Ave., Suite A in Montrose, ElderAdo
Financial offers the following services
— fiduciary investment management,

Overgrown, by MICA Artist Bob Larose.

retirement planning and rollovers, tax
and social security planning, estate
planning and wealth transition, and
comprehensive financial planning.

"Choosing the right financial advisor is
one of the most important decisions
you’ll make," says owner Jaimee
Carnes. "

At ElderAdo Financial, we provide fee-
only, fiduciary guidance, ensuring our
advice is always in your best inter-

est with transparent fees and no hid-
den commissions.”

“We are proud to help support the
arts in Montrose and delighted to
showcase the artists’ works in our
building,” Carnes added.

Montrose Ears, Nose and Throat Center

|, |

Medical and Surgical
Treatment of Ears, Nose,
Sinus and Throat

Problems N ¢

Charles E. Harper, M.D.

231 S, Nevada Ave. Montrose

970-249-3800 \ =

In Montrose Since 2007
Most Insurance Plans Accepted

Removal of Skin Cancers
from Ears, Face and Neck

Treatment of Hearing Loss


http://mentc.com/
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YOUR NEW HOME AWAITS
IN
BROWN RANCH

Offered at $615,990

Under construction, large backyard
is ready for your design.

3 car garage, split floor plan,
open,spacious full of light and
tasteful design. Laminate flooring,
guartz countertops.

3 beds, 2 baths, 1732 sq ft.

Peg Evanoika M
970-209-3934 Realtor@aPegEvanoika.com
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ALL SAINTS ANGLICAN CHURCH

Address: 2057 S. Townsend, Montrose, CO
81401.

Office Hours: By appointment.

Contact Information: (970) 249-2451
https:// www.allsaintsmontrose.org/ Rec-
tor: The Rev Preston Gordon, pgor-
don@allsaintsmontrose.org

Worship Service Times: Sundays 9AM,

BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH
Independent Baptist
112Main St.

P.O. Box 262

CEDAR CREEK CHURCH

affiliation: Evangelical Free

Address: 222 South Townsend Montrose,
C0 81401

Office Hours: 10am-2pm Tuesday- Friday
Contact: 970-252-1163
ccc@cccmontrose.org

Pastor: Curt Mudgett

Sunday worship:

CELEBRATION CHURCH

Denomination: Southern Baptist Church
(SBC — Southern Baptist Convention)
Address: 2900 Sunnyside Road, Mont-
rose, CO 81401

Office Hours: By appointment

Phone: (970) 497-4925

Email: celebrationmontrose@gmail.com

CHRIST’S CHURCH OF THE VALLEY

Name of Church: Christ’s Church of the
Valley

Denomination Affiliation: Non-
denominational Christian Church/Church
of Christ

Address: 10 Hillcrest Plaza Way. Mont-
rose, CO 81401

Office hours: Tuesday & Wednesday 9am-
noon and by appointment.

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
Denomination: Christ Lutheran Montrose
Affiliation: Lutheran Church Missouri Syn-
od

Address: 1980 N. Townsend Ave., Mont-
rose, CO 81401

Contact: 970-633-0226

Sunday Worship. Wednesdays 11AM, Mid-
week prayer and communion, Wednes-
day, Noon, Multi-denominational Commu-
nity Prayer Hour.

All Saints Anglican Church is an Evangelical
Anglican Church committed to the minis-
try of Word, Sacrament, and Spirit. Our
music is a combination of traditional
hymns, contemporary, and modern songs.

Olathe, Co 81425

Tuesday-Friday Phone: 970-808-1021
www.biblebaptistchurcholathe.com
Pastor Gabe Skillo

worship Service: September-May at
10:15am Discipleship Hour at 9am
Worship Service: June-August at 9:30am
Nursery available for 0-4 during worship
service

Wednesday Prayer: 5:30-6:15pm

Cedar Creek Church is a welcoming and
friendly group of people that takes God
seriously, but not ourselves.

Website: https://
celebrationmontrose.org/

Worship Service Times: 9am and 10:45am
Senior Pastor:

Pastor Brandon Mathis

Church Description/Mission: Celebration
Church makes disciples that make disci-
ples. Our core values include the Scrip-

Contact information:

Phone: 970-249-0530

Email: CCVMontroseCO10@gmail.com
Website: ccvmontrose.org

Name of current Senior Pastor: Ken Law-
rence

Worship service times: 10:30 a.m.
Mission: Christ’s Church of the Valley is a
loving and welcoming church whose pur-
pose is to help people to know and grow

Website: www.montroselutheran.org
Email: montroselutheran@gmail.com
Pastor: Tim Onnen

Worship: Sundays at 9 AM

Sunday School and Adult Bible Class at
10:15 AM; Women's Bible Study Fridays at
9 AM. At Christ Lutheran Montrose you will

We invite kids preschool and up to join
our kids worship time during the 9am Sun-
day service. We would love to welcome
you here. Following the service, join us for
snacks and conversation. On the third Sun-
day of the month we celebrate a potluck
meal together.

Vision: We see Jesus Christ restoring
hope: in us and in our world.

Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Sunday 10:30 a.m.

Sunday 6 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study/Prayer 7 p.m.

We enjoy gathering for encouragement,
meals, prayer and having fun!

Our mission is to exalt Jesus Christ by
being a Word-centered community of
believers who are equipped for a life of
worship, prayer and service, and to reach
our neighbors for Christ.

Please make plans to come check us out
soon!

ture, discipleship, community, service,
prayer, love, and unity.

Demographics: Multi-generational
Celebration Kids: (age birth to 5" grade)
programs offered both services.

Student (middle & high school) at 9am.
Adult -Discipleship classes 8am and
10:45am.

in our Lord Jesus Christ to the glory of
God.

Description: CCV is a multi-generational
church family. While we are currently pre-
dominately seniors, we are becoming
more multi-generational.

Sunday School & Childcare: CCV has
adult Sunday School at 9 a.m. and Youth
Church during the 10:30 a.m. worship
service.

find friendly people gathered in a welcom-
ing environment being comforted and en-
couraged by the forgiveness and love of
Jesus, and sharing that with one another.
We are a small congregation of seniors
and middle-aged, sprinkled with young
children and teenagers.


mailto:pgordon@allsaintsmontrose.org
mailto:pgordon@allsaintsmontrose.org
http://www.biblebaptistchurcholathe.com
https://celebrationmontrose.org/
https://celebrationmontrose.org/
http://www.montroselutheran.org
mailto:montroselutheran@gmail.com
javascript:parent.OpenNewWindow('/Mondo/lang/sys/Forms/MAI/compose.aspx?MsgTo=ccc%40cccmontrose.org&MsgSubject=&MsgCc=&MsgBcc=&MsgBody=',600,500)
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COMMUNITY SPIRIT UNITED CHURCH OF
CHRIST (UCC)

Address: 504 N. 1st Street (HAP Building)
Office hours: Call or text for appointment
Phone: 970-765-7070

Email: spirit@communityspiritucc.org

COVENANT HEBRAIC FELLOWSHIP
Denomination affiliation. No affiliation
Address Office hours N/A

Contact: 720-951-9941,
office@ccfmontrose.net,
www.ccfmontrose.net

FIRST CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
Denomination: Church of the Nazarene
Address: 705 South 12th Street

Office Hours: Tuesday - Thursday 9 am -
Noon and by Appointment

Contact Information: Office Phone 970
249 -9213, mncfirst@gmail.com,
www.montrosenazarenechurch.org
Pastor: Pastor lan Hyde

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
MONTROSE

Affiliation: Presbyterian

Address: 1840 E Niagara Rd. Montrose
CO. 81401 Office Hours: M-Thu 9AM -
12PM

HILLCREST CONGREGATIONAL UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST

Denomination affiliation: United Church
of Christ

Address: 611 South Hillcrest Drive, Mont-
rose, CO 81401

Office hours: By appointment

Contact information:

MONTROSE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Denomination Affiliation: United
Methodist

Address: 19 S. Park Avenue Montrose CO.
81401

Office Hours: M-Thu, 9a.m. -2 p.m.
Contact Information: 970-249-3716,
office@montroseumc.org, mont-

ROSEMONT BAPTIST CHURCH

Affiliation: Southern Baptist

Address: 1598 E. Niagara Road, Montrose,
CO 81401

Office Hours: Tues-Thurs, 9am-4pm
Contact information:

Phone: 970.249.4887

website: www.RosemontBaptist.org
youtube.com/@rosemontbaptistchurch
facebook.com/RosemontBaptist

Website: communityspiritucc.org
Current Pastor: Rev. Wendy Kidd
Worship service: Sundays at 11:30 am
Mission: Our commitment to a more in-
clusive and accepting world is steadfast,
and we will continue to work towards a

Name of current Senior Pastor. Led by
elders

Worship service times. Noon on Satur-
days. Children’s Church will be offered as
needed.

Covenant is a Hebraic roots community

Services Sunday: Worship 10:30

AM, Discipleship Hour: 9:30

AM. Discipleship Hour has classes across
all age groups. Nursery for children UN-
DER 3 is available during Worship and Dis-
cipleship Hour. Youth Night (6-12th
grade): Tuesdays, 6:30 PM. Weeknight
Bible Study: Wednesdays, 6:30

PM. Mission Statement: Montrose First

Contact: 970-249-4732, in-
form@fpcmontrose.com,
www.fpcmontrose.com

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Jesse G. Mabanglo
Worship Service times: 9:30AM,

We strive to encourage, challenge and

Phone number: (970) 249-9047

Email address: office@montroseucc.org
Website: montroseucc.org

Current Pastor: Rev. Wendy Kidd
Worship service times: Sunday, 10 a.m.
Hillcrest Congregational UCC is a welcom-
ing, open and affirming church, open to all
no matter who you are or where you are

roseumc.org
Current Senior Pastor: Rev. Kevin Young

Worship service times:

9:15 AM to 10:15 AM: Children's, Youth,
and Adult Sunday School; Christian Edu-
cation & Fellowship.

10:30 AM: Sanctuary & Virtual Worship
Montrose UMC is a leader in being fully

email: office@rosemontbaptist.org
Senior Pastor: Rolland Kenneson
Worship Service Time: Our engaging and
relevant Sunday Worship Service is at
10:45 AM.

We also have small groups we call L.I.F.E.
Groups for all ages on Sunday mornings at
9:15 AM.

We strive to have each of our small
groups live L.I.F.E. together.

future where everyone can live freely and
authentically.

Demographics: We are a small congrega-
tion of mostly adults and seniors, howev-
er, we are always ready to welcome fami-
lies and children.

that studies the Torah as well as the rest of
Scripture. We learn about the Hebrew
roots of the language and believe that the
Lord's feasts are for today. We are pre-
dominantly made up of older folks, but
have some young blood, too.

Church of the Nazarene exists to make
Christlike disciples in Montrose Colorado
and around the world. Demographics: Our
church consists of older and younger peo-
ple. We have younger families with chil-
dren and young teens and older adults as
well. We also support the work of Calvary
Ranch Colorado and its addiction recovery
ministry.

support one another through spiritual
growth, worship, and service in our com-
munity, country, and world. We also en-
courage children and youth to grow their
relationship with Christ through our chil-
dren and student ministries.

on life's journey.

Church demographics: HCUCC welcomes
all ages to worship with

us. (predominately family, youth, seniors,
singles)

We offer inter-generational worship with

a children's "prayer-ground" and activity
packets. A cry room is also available.

inclusive, loving, and just servants of
Christ. Our church family welcomes people
from various cultural and faith back-
grounds: single, married, remarried, with
or without children, from diapers to den-
tures. Wherever you are on your spiritual
journey we invite you to come discover
hope, joy, peace, purpose.

Rosemont Baptist's desire is to passion-
ately bring people face-to-face with the
life-changing power of Jesus Christ.

We are a multigenerational church from
different walks of life who love Jesus, love
each other, and love our community.
Everyone comes dressed in whatever is
comfortable.

We love meeting new people no matter
where they are at in life .


mailto:inform@fpcmontrose.com
mailto:inform@fpcmontrose.com
http://www.fpcmontrose.com
mailto:office@montroseucc.org
http://montroseucc.org
mailto:office@montroseumc.org
http://montroseumc.org
http://montroseumc.org
http://www.RosemontBaptist.org
mailto:youtube.com/@rosemontbaptistchurch
mailto:spirit@communityspiritucc.org
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MIRROR CHURCH DIRECTORY From previous pg

ST. STEPHEN'S ANGLICAN CHURCH
Denomination: Anglican-Reformed
Episcopal Church (REC)

Address: 2405 Sunnyside Road, Montrose
970-249-4868

Contact: ststephensmont-

VICTORY BAPTIST CHURCH

OF MONTROSE

Denomination Affiliation: Independent

Baptist

Address: 2890 N Townsend Ave., Mont-
rose, CO 81401

Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8am-12pm
Contact Information: Phone (970) 249-

Church Directory

Miirror Editorial Staff

MONTROSE-As a way of serving the faith com-
munity in Montrose, the Montrose Mirror is in
the process of establishing a Church Directory.
If your congregation or fellowship would like
to be included in the directory, please supply
the following information to the Montrose

rose@yahoo.com

www.ststephensmontrose.com

Rev. Dec. Garrett Agajanian

St. Stephen's is a community of caring
Christians rooted in the godly traditions of
the past, focused on the challenges of the

6874; email at info@vbcmontrose.org;
website: vbcmontrose.org

Current Pastor: Roland Kassales

Worship Service Times: Sunday School at
9:30am, Sunday AM Service at 10:30am,
Sunday PM Service at 6pm, Wednesday
Night Service at 6:30pm (all services in-
clude childcare)

Mirror:

Name of church

Denomination affiliation

Address Office hours

Contact information (phone number, email
address, website)

Name of current Senior Pastor

Worship service times

present, hopeful for the future, continuing
in the Faith once delivered to the saints,
using the 1928 Book of Common Prayer.
Sunday: Holy Communion10 am.
Fellowship following service.

Children’s nursery available (unstaffed).

Victory Baptist Church exists to exalt God,
edify saints, and evangelize the lost.
Demographics: Victory Baptist serves eve-
ryone with age-appropriate classes,
groups, and activities. Families with chil-
dren make up the majority of VBC with
young adults, singles, middle-aged cou-
ples, and seniors comprising the rest.

Please give a one sentence description of your
church and its mission in the Montrose com-
munity.

Brief description of your current church de-
mographics (predominately family, youth,
seniors, singles).

Do your church services include Sunday
School and childcare?

Premier Sponsor:
Montrose Farmers Market
970-249-0705

Horsefly Brewing
970-249-6889

Jimmer's BBQ,
Burgers & Beer
970-252-1227

Fiesta Guadalajara
Re-Opening 2026
970-249-2460

El Jimador
970-249-8990

Busy Corner White Kitchen
970-323-6215

Delta: CB's Tavern
970-399-3570

Lighthouse Eatery
970-964-7570

Ray's Corner Cafe
970-417-4340

Rib City
970-249-7427

Stone House
970-240-8899

Sidelines Sports Bar
970-765-0129

Delta: Pour Ernie's
970-546-0074

Alpen Confections
970-648-0609

Crash Burger
970-249-0825

Coffee Trader
970-249-6295
970-787-9021

Tacos & Beer
970-964-4448

Tacos & Beer on Main
970-964-4999

Pahgre's
970-249-6442



mailto:info@vbcmontrose.org
http://vbcmontrose.org
mailto:ststephensmontrose@yahoo.com
mailto:ststephensmontrose@yahoo.com
http://www.ststephensmontrose.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS

FIVE MONTROSE HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS SELECTED TO
SHOWCASE ARTWORK AT MONTROSE SELF STORAGE LOCATIONS

Special to the Mirror

MONTROSE- Five Montrose High School students have
been selected as winners of the 2026 Montrose Self Stor-
age Student Art Contest, earning the opportunity to have
their original artwork permanently displayed at Montrose
Self Storage locations throughout the community, along
with a $1,000 scholarship to support their future educa-
tional pursuits.

The winning artists are Paige Obuhanick, Olivia Schmidt,
Kenia Romo, Payton Lico, and Angie Urbano Flores. Each
student's artwork will be featured at one of the compa-
ny's five locations, transforming everyday spaces into
public galleries that celebrate local creativity.

Students were challenged to create an original piece that captured the feeling, character, and
beauty of the Montrose area. The winning entries included a variety of artistic styles and me-
diums, from paintings inspired by the region's mountains, rivers, and desert landscapes to
graphic design pieces that reflected the spirit of the Western Slope.

"To me, art means expressing your personality and the things you enjoy through colors, com-
position, and elements," said winner Olivia Schmidt. "This piece showcases my love for de-
serts, mountains, and sunrises and sunsets. The muted hues of pink, purple, green, and gold
create a warm and inviting atmosphere, with a sense of curiosity and adventure."

Fellow winner Paige Obuhanick shared a simple philosophy about creativity.

"Art is the best way to see things from every perspective," she said.

The contest was organized in partnership with Montrose High School art teacher Lauralee
MacHale, who encouraged students to participate and helped guide them through the crea-
tive process.

"We're continually impressed by the talent of these young artists," said Michael Fishman, co-
owner of Montrose Self Storage. "This contest is about more than decorating our buildings. It's
about investing in students, recognizing their creativity, and helping them take the next step
toward their educational and career goals."

The student art program is part of Montrose Self Storage's ongoing commitment to sup-
porting local schools and investing in the communities it serves. In addition to having their
work displayed throughout the community, each winning artist received a $1,000 scholarship
that can be used toward future academic or educational expenses.

The winning artwork is now on display at Montrose Self Storage's five locations throughout  WXg oY SR CHIT R TR
Montrose at: Courtesy photo.

688 Spring Creek Rd, Montrose, CO 81403
727 Fruit Park Rd, Montrose, CO 81403
332 W Main St, Montrose, CO 81401

532 Spring Creek, Montrose, CO 81403
239 North 9th Street, Montrose, CO 81401

Artwork by Angie Urbano Flores.
Courtesy photo.

Artwork by Olivia Schmidt.
Courtesy photo.

Artwork by Payton Lico.
Courtesy photo.


http://www.montroseselfstorage.com
http://www.montroseselfstorage.com
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Wi orRIC
ORI SC PROIPLERTY

COMMERCIAL -RESIDENTIAL
ZONED B-2 7

148

I

OFFERED AT
$499,900

MLS # 829853 & 835480

230-228 S. 2"° ST.

e 10 PARKING SPACES

e ADA COMPLIANT

* BACK PRIVACY FENCED

* LOVINGLY CARED FOR MAINTAINED AND UPDATED.
* MAIN FLOOR HAS BEEN A STYLING SALON

« 2"° FLOOR IS AN APARTMENT .
PegEvanoika

Realtor@PegEvanoika.com
( T —— 970-209-3934
2] 00 E. MAISN ST, MONTROSE, €O 249.567 www.The-RES.com



mailto:realtor@pegevanoika.com

The Montrose Mirror August 3, 2026 Page 87

COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS

MONTROSE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY MONTHLY MEETING

Special to Art & Sol

MONTROSE-Please join us on August 5 for the Montrose County Historical Society’s monthly General Meeting. Our guest for Au-
gust will be Ms. Ally Gerken, from the Friends of the Black Canyon organization. Ms. Gerken will discuss the mission and goals of
this local group, including recent fundraising and projects helping to restore the South Rim of the Black Canyon after the devas-
tating fire of last year. Ms. Gerken’s presentation is scheduled for 7pm on August 5th in the Pioneer Room at Friendship Hall on
the Montrose County Fairgrounds. Please use the smaller door to the left of the main doors. It will be open at 6:30pm. As always,
this program is FREE. Light refreshments will be served.

/e are working
sionMobile
e our text

e # o

o9 /o & iVisionMobile

R
f Text MIRROR tod-877-957-0831
S TEXT alerts!

to opt-in to our

Exting MIRROR to 1-(877)-957-0831 mmutum 1RCUTing news and alert messages

Boaltose Mirroc. Message requency may vary. Reply STOP to unsubscribe, reply HELP for help.
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LUXURY HOME
IN BROWN RANCH

This spacious home has open, split floor pan, natural light and
relaxing tones of soft grey, neutral & charcoal. Primary suite
features a refreshing “rain shower” and soasker tub. Large east
facing covered patio is perfect for relaxing...

morning coffee anyone?

CENTURY 21 ELEVATE 500 E MAIN

Peg Evanoika 910-269-5613 THE-RES.COM

970-209-3934 RealtoraPegEvanoika.com
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SAVE THE DATE! LOCAL EVENTS CALENDAR

ONGOING-

ALTRUSA INTERNATIONAL OF MONTROSE believes in "Leading to a Better Community" and is always looking for new mem-

bers. We meet in Montrose on the first three Tuesdays of each month. Our local Altrusa Club has given back over $1,000,000 in 50
years. Our members unite their varied talents in service to others, achieving as a group what individuals cannot do alone. If you
are interested in more information or to come to a meeting, please contact us at 970-765-7666 or Email: Altru-
sa.Montrose@gmail.com or https://www.altrusamontrose.org/

BLACK CANYON AUDUBON SOCIETY provides a monthly program on the 2nd Thursday of the month at 7 pm at Baldridge Hall,
Montrose United Methodist Church, 647 South 1st Street. All are welcome and there is no charge. These meetings are also availa-
ble via Zoom. For information about the speaker and topic presented each month go to the blackcanyonaudubon.org.

Tuesday - 1st and 3rd Tuesdays Black Canyon Audubon Society hosts monthly birdwatching field trips in the Montrose area on 1st
Tuesdays of the month and in the Delta area on the 3rd Tuesdays of the month. Check out the website for field trip details at black-
canyonaudubon.org.

BINGO EVERY FRIDAY, SATURDAY, SUNDAY at 7pm at the American Legion Post 24 Olathe doors open at 5:30. Sunday Bingo will
start at 1:30pm. More info call Tom 970 260 8298.

BOSOM BUDDIES BREAST CANCER SUPPORT GROUP, Wednesdays noon-12:45, 645 S. 5th Street

COLUMBINE QUILTERS meet at Welcome Home Alliance Warrior Resource Center, 4 Hillcrest Plaza Way Montrose. 1st Saturday
except for July at 9 am.

CRAFTERNOON AT THE LIBRARY-The Crafternoon group meets weekly, on Thursdays from 11 AM-1 PM, to knit or crochet

items for charity and this is the 2nd year that they have "yarn stormed" the library. This year, it was done in spirit of the 250/150
celebration. Our lobby, courtyard, and front entrance areas have all been decorated in red, white, and blue.

FRIENDSHIP QUILTERS meets at the Montrose County Events Center, 4th Thursday Jan - Oct, 3rd Thursday Nov - Dec, 9am.
MONTROSE ALTRUSA-1st Tuesday of the month Program meeting; 2nd Tuesday of the month committee meeting; 3rd Tuesday of
the month Business meeting. Meetings are held at the Field House on the corner of Colorado Avenue and Rio Grande Avenue at
Noon.

MONTROSE AREA WOODTURNERS Montrose Area Woodturners meet second Saturdays 9 am. Chapter of the American Associa-
tion of Woodturners. For location and information contact: Al Head 970-209-0981 or aheadaviation@outlook.com

MONTROSE FARMERS MARKET (970) 249 0705 Centennial Plaza, 433 S. 1st St. Montrose, CO 81401
www.valleyfoodpartnership.org. Year-Round Farmers Market, Saturdays 9am-1pm (Summer), every other Saturday 10am-1pm
(Winter). Accepts SNAP and Double Up Food Bucks.

MONTROSE HISTORICAL SOCIETY meets 1st Wednesday of the month @ Friendship Hall, 1001 North Second, Montrose, 7

pm (970) 249-2085 www.montrosehistory.org.

NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH-3rd Wednesday of every month at 6pm, the Montrose County Neighborhood Watch meets at the Sher-
iff's Office at 1200 N Grand Ave

NURSE FAMILY PARTNERSHIP-Breastfeeding Support Group on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of every month. An infant scale will also
be available to check your baby's weight. Breastfeeding Support Group (Bring your questions and your family!) Montrose County
Event Center (1036 North 7th Street Room 3) 10am - 12pm. Questions? Please call 970-252-5015.

MONTHLY

Aug. 4-Tuesday Aug. 4 at 5pm at Hispanic Project 504 N st Montrose, Citizens' Climate Lobby meets to promote Local solutions to
pollution, environmental, Nonpartisan All Welcome info 970-765-9095.

Aug. 5-Delta County Commissioners Wendell Koontz, Mike Lane, and Craig Fuller will join FFA volunteers, and Fair royalty to cook
and serve a free community BBQ dinner during the Delta County Fair. Join us on Wednesday, Aug. 5, from 6—8 p.m. at the Delta
County Fairgrounds in Hotchkiss. Dinner is free, and everyone is welcome!

Aug. 5-Attend the weekly Montrose Forum on Wednesday, Aug. 5, from 8-9 am, as we welcome representatives from Valley Food
Partnership presenting: America 250-150.

Aug. 8-From 9 - 11am - Jewels of the Air: The Hummingbird’s Secret Mission. Join the experts from the Black Canyon Audubon Soci-
ety (BCAS) at the Ridgway State Park Pa-Co-Chu-Puk Ponds. FREE (Park pass required for entry). For information see https://
cpw.state.co.us/event/education/2026/08/jewels-air-hummingbirds-secret-mission

Aug. 13-The Women's Giving Club 3rd quarter meeting will be held on Thursday, Aug. 13, 5:30 pm at the Bridges Golf and Country
Club. This invitation is given to all women who support local nonprofits, or might be new to town, or want to meet new friends,
and/or just want to be a part of an organization that is making a positive impact in our community. Bring a friend! Call 970-209-
9598 or email at givingclubofmontrose@gmail.com

Aug. 13-On Thursday Aug. 13, 7 -8:30 pm Black Canyon Audubon Society will host Lisa Eckert presenting the History of Alaska's
National Parks from the inception of the first one- Sitka National Monument in 1910 to the 1980's with the passing of the Alaska
National Interest Lands Conservation Act (ANILCA) which doubled the size of national parks and wildlife refuges in the state. Lisa's
career spans 37 years as a NPS ranger and manager at 14 NP units throughout the country including five years at Denali NP & Pre-
serve. The meeting location is the Baldrige Hall, Montrose United Methodist Church, 647 South 1st Street. For more information
about the speaker and topic go to programs at blackcanyonaudubon.org
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KEEPING IT COOL AT THE ASSOCIATION...

Singer/Songwriter
Mark Seelbinder
warms up before an
evening of perform-
ing at the
Association (39 West
il Main Street) on Satur-
day, a cool and com-
fortable venue for a
hot summer evening.

Cli¢k on this ad to ' )(cape
Recommendations for Residential

Download your FREE copy
of Beyond Rodk today! il

This Xeriscape Guide is made
jusl for Montrose, put together
by Ginny Price, Retired
Colorado Masler Gardener/
Small Acreage Assisiant.
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