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SCOtt S MAYOR PRO TEM ED ULIBARRI CALLS OUT ‘BULLYING AND INSULTS’

www.scottsprinting.com By Caitlin Switzer e - l o -
MONTROSE-The Montrose City Council held a regular fi - ; de;
meeting on Tuesday, July 7.
Council Chambers were packed with visitors, and all
councilors were in attendance. Councilor J. David
Reed asked for a moment of silence on behalf of fire-
fighters, many of whom are battling blazes across
Colorado, including the Gold Mountain Fire in Ouray.
www.ridgelinehomescolorado.com “We owe them a great deal,” Reed said.
Mayor Michael Badagliacco read a statement that he
had read at the previous meeting, asking for deco-
rum. “The rules of public order will be fol-
P ’ lowed...decorum and respect for everyone in this
b room must be maintained at all times.”

Alﬁm knk Mayor Pro Tem Ed Ulibarri had no changes to the

meeting agenda.

www.alpinebank.com Mayor Badagliacco read the rules for public com-
® ment. Council Chambers were packed with visitors, and all
m First to speak was Kim Spangrude, who did not give councilors were in attendance At the City Council

her name (speakers are asked Continued pa 44 meeting on July 7. Meeting Screenshot.

MONTROSE

REGIONAL HEALTH

www.montrosehealth.com

By Kirstin Copeland

https://the-res.com on behalf of Friends of Youth and Nature

Some of us were born into the outdoors. In my fami-
ly, outdoor experiences were multi-generational.
Both my parents grew up on farms, so | spent my
summers on my grandparents' farms. On the farm,
we helped feed chickens, cows, and pigs, and played
outside all day. My dad loved to jeep and climb four-
teeners, so we spent a lot of time in the mountains.
My husband grew up swimming in rivers and lakes,
and hunting with his dad. At the end of the day, we
were dirty and tired without a screen in sight. For
many of us that grew up on farms and ranches, or in
families that boat, fish, hunt, hike, or bike, we kept
doing those things because we inherently knew they
made us happier and healthier. Many of us even

®
CIMARRON CREEK

o

https://cimarroncreekcommunity.com/

Hidden
Lake

https://thehiddenlakecommunity.com

LA

Renzo Del Piccolo volunteers his expertise in just the went into jobs that kept us outside on ranches and
'——_'Ej—- — LA R T B T NS A CURN T I farms or as rafting guides, biologists, etc.
4 for Resilient Youth" program's winter outing on the It wasn't until college and after
w H I T E Y S Grand Mesa. (photo/FOYAN) that | became aware of how Continued pg 22

HOME IMPROVEMENT INC.

. . Morning Star Therapy Dogs On the Firefighting Aircraft Downed Local Author David Padilla The Satisfied Self:
www.whiteyshomeimprovement.com

Job at the Gold Mountain Fire! At SilverJack Reservoir! Hopes to Inspire Others! Column by Gia Pirelli!
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MIRROR CLASSIFIEDS

July 16
6:30-8:00 PM
@The Association

NOTICE OF SALE

}

1 Pursuant to storage lien laws CRS 38-21.5-102,38-21.5-
1103

:The Storage Solution Inc, for

Join the library at
B I Lilac Road Storage LLC, 1199 Lilac Rd, Montrose Colorado.
The Association fOl' :A sale will be held on July 13 @ noon to collect on a

an evening of silent reading! Bring a EIAa;gIJor;ir“sEI’ie:non the following delinquent unit:
book, grab a craft beverage and settle |}5 E Donna Dr. Queen Valley AZ 85118
into a cozy corner for an hour of :;ar"li;o totes, ::3'756205?;”9%1h°useh°'d items and misc.
reading- Enter to Win a gift Card and : Published July 6 and July 13, 2026. The Montrose Mirror
grab some fun swag, too! Contact  |"---------------oo-oo-oo-oo-oooooos
Christine at
ctharp@montroselibrary.org with any @ 8500 ANONYMOUS
questions. Download The APP. P3 TIPS
320 S 2nd, www.montroselibrary.org MONTROSE REGIONAL I MONTROSE REGIONAL
G SRR | 5RARY DISTRICT CRIME STOPPERS
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MONTROSE

ASSOCIATION of REALTORS &

Swinging for a Purpose.

Our recent RPAC Golf Tournament raised vital funds to protect
real es

Photos by Teri Farley Photography

Your property rights require active protection. A local Realtor® does more than
close a deal. They fund the ongoing defense of private property ownership, fair
taxation, and smart local growth.

How RPAC fundraising protects our local property owners:

* Defending Homeownership: We oppose harmful regulations that make
buying or selling more expensive.

» Preserving Key Deductions: We fight to protect vital tax structures like the
mortgage interest deduction.

» A Seat at the Table: We work directly with policymakers to safeguard your
rights during legislative sessions.

» Bipartisan Protection: We support leaders who champion housing stability
and protect your financial assets.

Is your agent a member of the Montrose Association of Realtors®?

These funds work all year to shield you from legislation that
threatens your rights on your own land.

www.montroseassociationofrealtors.com



https://www.montroseassociationofrealtors.com/
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Online Service Appolntments,
and We’ll Come to You!

Ford Mobile Service.
Our tech. Your driveway.

Added convenience, no added charge
That's ownership built around you

Tap To Schedule Service Now

Orphone:

970-249-4576

BEST of the Valley for 2025!

- BEST Naw Auto Dealer
+ BEST Oil Change Shop
+BEST Auto Repalr

AT or Wi

SRR 970-249 4576

&2» MONTROSE (. MontroseFordNissan.com

FORD - NESSAN, INC, \__/

Montrose Mirror

Fresh news for busy people
Serving Colorado and Beyond Since 2010!

FIREFIGHTING AIRCRAFT
DOWNED AT SILVER JACK
RESERVOIR; BODY RECOVERED

Gunnison County Sheriff’s Office

GUNNISON-Gunnison County Sheriff Adam Murdie re-
ported that at 5:17 p.m. on July 12, 2026, Gunnison
Regional Communications Center received a call re-
garding an aircraft down in the Silver Jack Reservoir
located in the southwestern portion of Gunnison Coun-
ty. The aircraft has been confirmed to be engaged in
firefighting operations with the Gold Mountain Fire.
Indications are that there was one person on board.
Gunnison County Sheriff Adam Murdie later provided
an update that the Montrose County Sheriff's Office
dive team had recovered the body of the pilot from the
aircraft. The body will be transported to the Gunnison
County Coroner’s Office.

No further information will be released until the next
of kin are notified.

SEESOMETHINGEBSAY SOMETHING

970 249-8500

ANONYMOUS CALL

MONTROSE REGIONAL

CRIME STOPPERS

‘@ ONLINE NEWS
~~/ ASSOCIATION

A coloradoP_ress

&

Published every Monday in Montrose, Colorado, the Montrose Mirror reaches a readership of more than 35,000 across the region and around the world

Editor: Caitlin Switzer
Publisher: Harry Switzer
Of Counsel: B, Switzer, Esq.

For information, advertising opportunities, or to submit content:
Email: Editor@montrosemirror.com
Website: www.montrosemirror.com
Connect with us on social medio:
Facebook. c\mf"‘n troseMirror

We welcome community contributions end commentory! Please note, submitted content does not necessarily reflect the views of the Montrose Mirror or its editori
ol teamn, [n oddition to the Online News Association, we hold memberships in the Colorado Press Association and Society for Professional Journalists.
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WHITEY'S

HOME IMPROVEMENT, INC.

Replacement Windows Seamless Rain Gutters

« Vinyl Insulated Low E Glass + 5" & 6" Aluminum, Steel, and Copper

» Windows & Patio Doors « Over 30 Colors Available

Entry Door System Gutter Leaf Guard

» Insulated Steel & Fiberglass + Many Styles Patio Covers & Lattice Pergolas
Storm Doors - Steel & Aluminum - Any Size

» Heavy Duty « Many Styles & Colors « Attached or Freestanding

Exterior Siding - Low Maintenance = Mobile Home Improvements
* Insulated Vinyl + Aluminum or Steel * Roofing, Windows, Doors, & Siding
Eaves & Overhang Coverings Skylights & Suntubes

« Vinyl-Aluminum « Low Maintenance * Many Sizes & Styles

Before You Buy, Give Whitey’s a Try!

“Serving the Local Area Since 1947”

Montrose Delta
970-249-9603 wwwWhiteyshomeimprovementcon 970-874-3665
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THIS PROPERTY IS ADU APPROVED!

What does that mean for you? It means that if you have a need for an additional
living unit for a family member or friend, an accessory building with a living space can
be built. Being in the Montrose Re-Do district means water and sewer tap services cos
less. Go to the City of Montrose, Colorado Government website to get the application.
Looking for value? This is the property that gives it, and so much more!

n Cull [estie Gote jos Mot Jujormation Today!

L, 970-275-3195 1) LESLIEGOREREALTOR@GMAILCOM &5 HTTPS/TINYURL.COM/LESLIEGOREC21

Stap b Y wd faaz Bl ki et kit oo muchl offer/

LARGE =i SPACIOUS 9 PLENTY OF
FENCED YARD lr_"[[j KITCHEN E§ LIVING SPACE

Located near everything Montrose has to offer.

SQUARE FOOTAGE THINK OF THE

1 - 8 72 PRICE PER

SQUARE FOOT!

SQFT The vilue is here!

-;C E N TU RY 21 . SMARTER. BOLDER. FASTER.

Elevated Real Estate THAT'S THE C21 DIFFERENCE.

Each office is independently owned and operated,
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BLACK CANYON DONATES TO MONTROSE VETERANS MEMORIAL

- 0728
HLACK CANYOX CLASSKS W7 12026

MOXTROSE COLOEADD A1400

t Niantiase " | werons tHemoriol $ 4000.,00
Pay lo ths Qrdee 0 .

. 5 p
Jaua thausand andi

Special to the Mirror

MONTROSE-Black Canyon Classics of Montrose, President Shane Brown presents a $4,000 donation to Montrose Veterans Me-
morial Coalition’s J. Bob Brueske, chairman, and Les Williams, president, last Tuesday.

Black Canyon Classics donates to a variety of non-profit organizations and provides scholarships following each annual car
show. This donation will go toward the building of the Montrose Veterans Memorial now underway at 1800 Pavilion Dr., Mont-
rose. For more information or to donate visit www.montrosevmc.org. Courtesy photo.

I I
. Montrose Ears, Nos¢ and Throat Center |
: Charles E. Harper, M.D. !

Medical and Surgical Removal of Skin Cancers |
I Treatment of Ears, Nose, , 23] S. Nevada Ave. Montrose from Ears, Face and Neck [
I Sinus and Throat ‘\ L ) ' ' \ A , I
I Problems , ; 870-249-3800 < ¥ Treatment of Hearing Loss I
: In Montrose Since 2007 :
I Most Insurance Plans Accepted I


http://mentc.com/
http://www.montrosevmc.org
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his 5-Bedroom, 2-Bath, 3-Car
garage home is located in the desirable

Raven's Crest Subdivision. The home was
recently painted, and sits on a corner
lot. The home is very open, The kitchen
opens into the large living room with
sliding glass doors to the private backyard.
There is a lot of tile throughout the home,
on the floors, baths and showers. There
are 5 bedrooms making for a great family
home. The kitchen is very open with lots
of space and cabinets. There is o wood-
burning stove in the living room that heats
the whole home. The main Bedroom is
large with walk-in closets, and the bath

I‘f - has a large soaker tub. The location is
R o sty ; = about as good os it gets, close to schools
and shopping. The backyard is very
private for those fun get-togethers and
bar-be-ques.

RS S S S
$579,000 + MLS *830946 "

Information deemed reliobde, but not guarantesd

®

Call today for more information!

DARREL D. HOLMAN, Broker/Owner

REMAX Alpine View | (970) 209-0032 | MEMBER OF MONTROSE, GRAND JUNCTION, & TELLURIDE MLS

ocation, Location, Location! This 2,502 sq ft home sits on one of the most coveted locations in Western Colorado. There are
445 acres with irrigation and well. The home has 3-bed, 3-bath, a 2-car-attached garage, ond a separate 2-car detached
garage. The modern kitchen features tile flooring, large walk-in pantry that opens to the living area. Throughout the home there
are large picture windows that overlook the beautiful Bostwick Park and Majestic San Juan Mountains. The large windows in the
living room add natural light and highlight the views. There is also an electric fireplace with tiles surrounding it. From the living area
you can access the large wrap-around
, deck for entertaining, bar-be-ques, or
IRRIGATED SPACIOUS MOUNTAIN [  relaxing and enjoying the views and
outdoors. The primar room has a
45 ACRES. : S aAss Einipstey VIEWS — spacious walk-in close?t with 2 entrances
: and larger picture windows facing the
park and mountain views. The bathroom
features a large, tiled, walk-in tiled
shower, and his and hers tiled counters
with double sinks. 2 certified chair lifts
on the staircases. Located just 3 miles
to the Black Canyon National Monument
entrance. Outside features include
wrap-around Trek decking and railing.
Bring your animals! Horses, cows, or 4-H
projects maoke it the perfect place for
your animals. Wildlife is phenomenal!
There are days when you can see
hundreds of elk and deer grazing the park
meadows. It can't be emphasized enough
that this location, with its views, is one
of the most sought ofter in Western
Colorado. Excellent horse property. Totally
furnished with 2 washers and dryers, and
newer refrigerator.
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS

| RESPECTFULLY ASK THAT BOARD OF EDUCATION PRESIDENT NEISHA BALLECK STEP ASIDE

Dear Editor, guestions about whether this process has ing under tremendous stress and uncer-
As a longtime educator and member of become more about politics than good tainty. Morale suffers when leadership is
this community, | believe our school governance. consumed by conflict instead of focusing
board must return its focus to the work As a former administrator, | have had on classrooms, teachers, and students.
that matters most: educating and sup- difficult conversations with staff. Leader-  Fiscal responsibility and sound govern-
porting our students. ship is not always comfortable. Holding ance are not optional—they are funda-
Recent reports of Brad Miller meeting employees accountable and challenging mental responsibilities of every elected
privately with Board President Neisha them to improve can sometimes be per-  board member.

Balleck have only deepened concerns ceived as intimidating, but strong leader-  For these reasons, | respectfully ask that
about transparency. If there is nothing ship requires honest conversations. President Neisha Balleck step aside as
inappropriate about these discussions, the Schools are resilient. Educators rise to board president. The leader of the board
public deserves openness about who is challenges every day, and they deserve should exude confidence and not need to
influencing decisions affecting our support rather than unnecessary turmoil.  defer to the attorney at every bend and

schools. Our community should never be  In recent board meetings, | have watched turn. The board needs a strong leader
left wondering who is shaping district poli- President Balleck repeatedly turn to legal through this difficult period with stability,

cy behind the scenes. counsel for guidance—more than a dozen transparency, and a renewed commit-
Equally troubling is the extraordinary times during a single meeting. In the more ment to serving our students and commu-
amount of taxpayer money being devoted than thirty years | have attended school nity. Dr. Stephenson should resume her
to attorneys during the superintendent’s  board meetings, it was rare to see an duties immediately.

suspension. With Brad Miller, Bryce Carl-  attorney present at all. This reliance on Our children deserve a school board fo-
son, and Sally Roller all involved, the legal legal counsel suggests a board that has cused on education—not division. It is
expenses appear excessive. Unless there  lost confidence in its own ability to govern time to restore trust, transparency, and
has been serious misconduct that has effectively while increasing costs to tax- responsible leadership

been clearly explained to the public, this  payers. Dr. Russ Tomlin

level of legal involvement raises legitimate Meanwhile, district employees are work-  Montrose, Colorado

/A 9%\ ¥R .2 T \TR\ /I N

Have you subscribed to the FREE USA Lberty Report?

USALibertyReport.com

Check out our latest issue

Submit your article on an important political issue
National, State and local political issues
Insightful Political Commentary

New Content every Tuesday



http://www.usalibertyreport.com/
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/ALPINENIEW

1563 Ogden Road

(970) 249-6658
alpine-view-ogden-rd-montrose-co.remax.com

TAKE A LOOK AT THESE PROPERTIES!

MLS “31729 |Thd E Maln Street | David Kienholz

for COOT Apcess
mmmmmnmnwwmmu
Ingressiegress Yatc lanes have been done and are construction ready prnts. Al ubites
nstaied (o o4 the lne. Incluiding wirler, sewer. gas. and slectric adequaie (0 proviae
servion o & large Mol structure miad devalopmient. There is 218 shares of agrcutturl
Imgason walke lo e propecty that could be assigned back to UVWUA The iocation of
his propecty hes sehancements dus % (he Sct that #w Fersecton of 6700 Road s
spprositmatuly oo hat freke from the Sghl and Bl enecion seoonding i e
Monkoss Cly Enginesr Wil hivee & ngnw Sgit $4 420 000

MLS #836278 | 2014 Otter Pond Circle | Britany Butler
This stunning timeless brick home s located in & highly Gesired area
Offering spectacular views with a Sranquil setsng all while remainng
conveniently cloge to shoppeng, dining, schoois, and everycay amenities
This beautiully maintained 3 bedroom 2 bathroce theughtiuly designed
inferior offers comfortable living spaces ideal for hoth everyday life and
antortainng. Enjoy a charmng camage house. tmlwhlammm
vibrant planting on ths spacious property that has plianal curb appeal
from the mamant you arrvel $750 000

MLS #832291 | 2031 Otter Pond Circle | Aaron Tobler
The opportunity you've been wailing for has arrived! Cualty and durabiity
coupled with elegance and luxiry in this exquisile 5-beds, 4 bath custom
residence, spanning an impressive 4 801 square feel n the highly regarded
Ottar Pond subdedsion. Boasting excaptional curb appeal with baautifully
landscaped mature grounds and open space drectly behind the home, this
property offers privacy, serenity, and convenienca all in ane. Step through the
grand, mving foyer and mmedalely be captivated by the beautifl harowood
floors that flow throughout the man lavel. $990.000

MLS #832451 | 1510 Oxbow Drive | Dee Holman
Commercial buldngs like s one don't come on the market yvery ofen, and this N

umbvmoﬂmo o Ive suile of featares padect for & rew start-up h\
of an looking %0 Tha proparty boasts one of the
MWMMchwmmlmm . unigue b
srehitecturad desigh with lots of naturst light Iy the work area. & deautiful wei-it
dining area, funcicral features including double drve-up windows, @ grease [ &
rap, and ample slorage. A Bege wel-lit parking lot wilh cver 20 spaces. Low

g 9 y. g with timed imgation for - d

shrubs. £1.477.000

Our professionals... call us!

Dee Holman, Broker: (970) 209-0032
Aaron Tobler, Broker: (970) 275-0780
Britany Butler, Broker: (970) 209-4388
Chris Cooper, Broker: (970) 270-3284
Vicki Jones, Broker: (970) 209-3018

David Kienholz, Broker: (970) 209-1430
Gary Cooper, Broker: (970) 209-7710
Justin Covington, Broker: (970) 275-4189
Mark Covington, Broker: (970) 209-1956
Steve Zahniser, Broker: (970) 765-1719
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DELTA HEALTH TO HOST TWO SPORTS PHYSICAL CLINICS FOR
DELTA COUNTY AND OLATHE STUDENT ATHLETES

Special to the Mirror

DELTA- Delta Health is proud to partner with Delta High School and the Delta County School District to offer two dedicated sports
physical days for students entering grades 6—-12 who attend schools throughout Delta County and Olathe.
Sports physicals will be available:

-Tuesday, July 28 and Wednesday, July 29, 2026
-7 a.m.—2:00 p.m.

-Delta High School — 1400 Pioneer Rd, Delta
The reduced-cost sports physicals are available for just $20 per student. Cash or check only will be accepted, and Delta Health will
not bill insurance for these examinations.

Students are encouraged to complete the required CHSAA Pre-Participation Physical Evaluation (PPE) forms before arriving. The
forms can be downloaded at: https://chsaanow.com/documents/2026/3/25/CHSAA PPE Form 6 2025.pdf.

"We're excited to offer this affordable opportunity to help the young athletes of Delta County and Olathe prepare for the upcom-
ing sports season," said Nick Colleran, Interim Chief Executive Officer and Chief Operating Officer of Delta Health. "By reducing the
cost of required sports physicals, we're helping families access an important service while supporting the health, safety, and suc-
cess of our student-athletes. We value our
partnership with Delta High School and the
Delta County School District, and are grate-
ful to work together in serving our commu-
nity."

To help providers perform a complete and
thorough examination, students should
wear comfortable clothing and should not
wear jeans. Families with students planning
to participate in middle school or high
school athletics are encouraged to take

Make Integrated Dermatology

of Montrose your skincare
destination of choicel

Providing safe, sophisticated
care featuring:

PA-C

Carly Routzahn,

Montrose, CO

- Precancer & Cancer Screenings

- Skin, Nail, & Hair Disease Treatment
& Management

Non-Invasive Repair of Damaged Skin
MOHSs Surgeries
Cosmetic Procedures
TeleDerm Appointments
Parking Lot Check-Ins
- Monthly Specials

PA-C
3480 Wolverine Dr, INTEGRATED
Suite F DERMATOLOGY of Montrose

Call today at 970-252-7444 or visit us at:

www.IntegratedDermatologyofMontrose.com

advantage of this convenient, low-cost op-
portunity before the fall sports season be-
gins. Please RSVP to in-
fo@deltahospital.org .

OUR ARMS
A BIT TIRED.

ARE GETTING



https://chsaanow.com/documents/2026/3/25/CHSAA_PPE_Form_6_2025.pdf
javascript:parent.OpenNewWindow('/Mondo/lang/sys/Forms/MAI/compose.aspx?MsgTo=info%40deltahospital.org&MsgSubject=&MsgCc=&MsgBcc=&MsgBody=',600,500)
javascript:parent.OpenNewWindow('/Mondo/lang/sys/Forms/MAI/compose.aspx?MsgTo=info%40deltahospital.org&MsgSubject=&MsgCc=&MsgBcc=&MsgBody=',600,500)
http://www.integrateddermatologyofmontrose.com/
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THE LEGEND IS

TRACK THE LOCAL TALES

We've heard the stories. Across Delta and Montrose counties, people have been asking questions. How
does Elevate keep bringing fiber internet to more communities? How can service be so fast, reliable,
AND offer local tech support? And what's with the reports of a large blue creature appearing shortly
before internet service arrives in an area?

We can't explain every blurry photo, mysterious footprint, or late-night sighting. What we can tell you is
that our team works hard every day to connect homes, businesses, and communities with legendary
fiber internet. Still, as our network continues to grow, so do the theories. Coincidence? Maybe. But we're
starting to understand why some folks think there might be something—or someone—helping us along
the way.

Confirm your sightings with proven internet.

Order service today!

ELEVATE

elevate



http://www.elevateinternet.com/
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS

TONYA MADDOX COMMENTS TO THE MONTROSE CITY COUNCIL

July 7, 2026

Good evening, Mayor, members of the
City Council, and fellow Montrose commu-
nity members.

My name is Tonya Maddox. | am a local
business owner, a community leader, and
a proud citizen of this city. | come before
you tonight with deep respect for this
council and with genuine hope that we
can move forward together — because
Montrose deserves nothing less than our
very best.

Councilman Reed, Councilman Frank,
Councilman Ulibarri — you know me. You
know my commitment to faith, family,
and this community. You know | would
not be standing here tonight if | didn't
believe with my whole heart that a Citi-
zens Charter Review Commission is in the
best interest of Montrose — not just for
us today, but for the next generation of
leaders who will one day sit where you
are sitting right now.

And Mr. Mayor, Councilor Wooden —
you have both recently come into the
public scene. | may not know you person-
ally yet, but | deeply respect the passion
of the voters who believed in your com-
mitment to the good of this community.
That trust matters. And | extend that same
respect to you tonight.

Because here is what | know to be true:
we as a community will always do more

together than divided. That is why | am
here.

| want to speak in support of a Citizens
Charter Review Commission — not be-
cause | distrust this council, but because |
believe a well-structured commission will
make the council's work stronger and the
community's trust deeper.

Let me be clear about what a commission
is and is not. It is not a replacement for
this council. It is not a workaround. A
charter review commission produces rec-
ommendations — recommendations that
this council retains full authority to ac-
cept, modify, or reject. The final decision
remains exactly where our representative
structure places it: with you, and then
with the voters.

What a commission offers is something
invaluable: a structured, transparent pro-
cess where Montrose residents from all
walks of life — not just those who attend
council meetings — have a meaningful
opportunity to engage with proposals that
affect their city charter for generations.
Charter amendments are not routine ordi-
nances. They are foundational. They de-
serve foundational deliberation.

Research has shown this works in com-
munities across the country. A commis-
sion does not weaken representative gov-
ernment. It informs it. It documents the
community's voice so that when this

council presents proposals to voters in
November, those voters can trust that the
process was open, thorough, and fair.

| am not asking this council to surrender
its authority. | am asking it to strengthen
its credibility — by showing Montrose that
charter changes were not rushed, but
earned through genuine community en-
gagement.

The suggestion that commission support-
ers are simply activists unhappy with an
election outcome dismisses thousands of
Montrose residents who have legitimate
questions and deserve legitimate answers
— in a forum designed for that purpose.
These are our neighbors. Our customers.
Our fellow citizens. They are not a prob-
lem to be managed. They are the commu-
nity we serve.

This council has the power to demon-
strate that Montrose values broad civic
engagement. A commission, with clear
scope and timeline, does not bypass this
council — it equips it. It gives you, our
elected officials, a documented record of
community input to stand behind when
you place amendments before voters.
That is not direct democracy. That is rep-
resentative government at its best.

I respectfully ask for your support of the
Citizens Charter Review Commission.
Thank you.

Tonya Maddox

HICKENLOOPER FIRES

Editor:

Some years back locals discussed with our elected representatives the benefits of aerial firefighting, the geographically dispersed
demand, and shortfalls in ageing national assets, urging establishment of a Colorado aerial firefighting capability. Such an organi-
zation would be available for fire fighting in other states when not needed in Colorado, partially offsetting costs, but would ensure
availability when needed at home. The benefits of corralling wild fires early before they spread appeared obvious. Appropriate
special purpose aircraft were discussed and their capability to reload water rapidly by scooping from Blue Mesa right in this area.
Our legislator at the time reported back a meeting with then-governor John Hickenlooper, who reportedly took the positions that
there is no real need and should one arise federal assets would be available to respond. He didn’t want to spend the money on
fire fighting capability, and ignored the obvious problem of conflicting demands when federal aircraft were called to California.
Had Hickenlooper made smarter decisions, Colorado’s ability to attack wild fires would have evolved into a more potent tool.
Then Hickenlooper went to the U.S. Senate. Did he do anything there to enhance the federal aerial fire fighting capability to make
up for the lack of Colorado’s capability? Enjoy the smoke and thank John as additional thousands of acres burn daily.

Richard Wojciechowski, Ouray County
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MIRROR CLASSIFIEDS: CHANGE OF NAME

[ . ](:mmty Court UDistrict Court (dDenver Juvenile Court
Montrose County, Colorado
Court Address: 1200 N Grand Ave Bin A Montrose CO 81401

In the Matter of the Petition of:
[' }Adun Christopher David Yniguez

or
: A COURTUSEONLY A
{ ]Pil!r-nl/l’nlmoncr

for Minor Child

|

For a Change of Name to: Christopher David Trujillo

Case Number 26C98

Division E Courtroom

PUBLIC NOTICE OF PETITION FOR CHANGE OF NAME

Ly | 2> (02" 0 (date) that a Petition fora Change of Name ofa | _|[Minor

Public Notice is givenon __ J | 4 | 4

. V-

Child or [_"JAdult has been filed with the Montrose Court

The Petition requests that the name of

Christopher David Yniquez
First Name Middle Name Last Name
be changed to
Christopher _ David Trujillo
First Name Middie Name Last Name

- 7

/ _ [ 35
sy (0 QLU (AU, L4
Clerk of Court/Deputy Clerk -

’

NEWSPAPER: PLEASE PUBLISH THIS NOTICE THREE TIMES WITHIN TWENTY-ONE DAYS OF
THE DATE OF THE ORDER.

JOF 427 R1117 PUBLIC NOTICE OF PETITION FOR CHANGE OF NAME
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TR
CIMARRON CREEK:
\\" COLORADO LIVING AT IT'S BEST

— F“_ = H.
901 6530 Road ‘r

Where comfort, community and
Montrose, Colorado beauty come together

Brand new, beautiful, modern,
move-in-ready manufactured homes

@®Tree-lined streets, walking paths,
large open green spaces

¢ Pride of ownership

& Prime Montrose location

% Pet-friendly

& Colorado lifestyle

S ]
} WHY RESIDENTS LOVE CIMARRON CREEK

+ Large Common Areas » Fenced Playground
+ Scenic Walking Trails » Dog Parks

* Peaceful Atmosphere « Community Garden
» Community Center  » Pet & Family Friendly
+ Lending Library + Mature Landscaping

O 970-249-0493 @ managerecimarroncreekcommunity.com
Open: Monday-Saturday, 8AM-5PM


http://www.cimarroncreekcommunity.com/
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61505 V60 Trl

—— Gontrose, (L0 ——

MLS#835946 | Pinion Hills Estates Subdivision.

$1,399,000

RV & CAR STORALE
DETAZHED GARALGY

ML T S

Michelle Klippert
Certified Residential Specialist

Broker Associate
27 | e v & 4
()/{)21j 5(” /
michelleklippertrealtor@gmail.com
NTURY 21, Elevated

500 E, Main St
Montrose, CO 81401
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS

MRH PULMONOLOGY CLINIC MAINTAINS CARE DURING DR. ANDREW HERSH'S MILITARY DEPLOYMENT
Additional pulmonologists will provide coverage while Hersh serves on temporary Air Force assignment

Special to the Mirror

MONTROSE— Andrew Hersh, M.D., a pulmonologist at Montrose Regional Health (MRH) and a
member of the U.S. Air Force for 19 years, has been deployed on a temporary military assign-
ment. He is expected to return in November.

"We're incredibly grateful for Dr. Hersh's service to our country and equally committed to ensur-
ing our patients continue receiving the high-quality pulmonary care they expect from MRH," said
Jeff Mengenhausen, CEO of Montrose Regional Health.

Patients with existing appointments should plan to keep their scheduled visits unless contacted
directly by the clinic. MRH Pulmonology continues to provide robotic navigation for lung nodule
cancer diagnostics without interruption. Patient evaluations, lung nodule workups, and diagnos-
tic testing will continue throughout Hersh's deployment. The clinic will also continue evaluating
pulmonary valve patients, with procedures tentatively scheduled following his return.

During Hersh's deployment, board-certified pulmonologists Heather Howe, M.D., and Bruce
Suckling, M.D., along with visiting pulmonologist Rage Geringer, M.D., will provide coverage to
ensure continuity of care. Howe will assume Hersh's lung nodule diagnostic responsibilities, with
support and mentorship from Geringer, a NOAH Robotics superuser recognized for achieving one
of the nation's highest first-pass diagnostic yields using robotic bronchoscopy. Geringer will fo-
cus on supporting the clinic's advanced diagnostic program rather than seeing clinic patients. Andrew Hersh, MD, Courtesy
Suckling will provide additional support for both diagnostic procedures and outpatient clinic photo.
care.

Howe has more than 15 years of medical experience and has provided pulmonary care in partnership with Montrose Regional
Health for four years. Before joining MRH in March 2026, Suckling spent more than 20 years practicing pulmonary medicine in Col-
orado Springs. Both are board-certified pulmonologists. Geringer is a pulmonologist at Cheyenne Regional Medical Center in Chey-
enne, Wyoming, and is board-certified in pulmonary medicine and critical care. He has more than eight years of experience in pul-
monary medicine. He was recently named an "Early Career Rising Star to Watch" by CHEST Magazine.

The expanded physician coverage allows MRH to continue offering advanced pulmonary diagnostics locally, helping patients avoid
unnecessary travel for specialized lung nodule evaluation and care.

For more information about services available through the MRH Pulmonology Clinic, visit montrosehealth.com/pulmonology or
call 970-252-2753.

WELCOME

000 Evan Bachman
. T
To Delta Health Adult Primary Care//,

/

/]

Dr. Evan Bachman, an Internal Medicine provider, is /
/,
/

Adult Primary Care

DELTA HEALTH

www.deltahealthco.org



http://www.deltahealthco.org/
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FOR 511 Chipefa Dr

Offered at $ 615,000

SALE LS # 836463

. e
PRTRPRREEET L

ABOUT THIS PROPERTY:

* 4.8 acres with irrigation

3 beds, 1 bath in main house

« builtin 1904, 1072 sq ft

» hot water baseboard heat

« metal roof

» 2 bedrooms, 1 bath in guest house

* 2400 sq ft shop Pzg Evanoika

* mature yard with trees and raised Realtor@PegEvanoika.com
gcrden/ﬂower beds 970-209-3934

¢ NO covenants THE-RES.com

» close to Main St and Townsend Ave.
» Let your ideas become reality with

thlS property 2] Century 21 Elevated Real Estate

500 E Main St. MOntrose, CO

970-249-7563



mailto:realtor@pegevanoika.com
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: COMMENTARY

WHY ARE WORLD CUP FANS ENTHRALLED BY OUR COUNTRY & WAY OF LIFE?

Editor:

| watched several videos of World Cup
fans responding to the “wonders” of our
country: free coffee refills, amazing food,
Costco, Cabela’s, and access to a plethora
of products not controlled by government,
etc. Most of them admitted that their
media had put a negative spin on the U.S.
and made it sound like a dangerous place
to live. | thought about the anti-American
sentiment in here, and asked myself,
“Why do so many Americans hate their
country?”

Two answers surfaced: social media and
our education system.

When | was in grade school on the South
Side of Chicago, from day one we said the
pledge to our flag and learned The Star
Spangled Banner, and My Country Tis of
Thee. We learned about our Founders and
the sacrifice our people made in order to
overcome the tyranny of the British
Crown, as well as the real history of our
nation and that our freedom was bought
by blood. We were taught civics; how our
government works.

Today, however, civics is not taught in our
public schools with the exception of most
charter schools. The pledge and prayer
went out of the window. Civics classes
diminished over the years and what, at
first, was required, then became optional,
and finally not available. Most of our kids
do not know the three branches of gov-
ernment, how laws are created, the Arti-
cles of the Constitution or who the presi-

dent is. However, they can talk at length
about Taylor Swift or the latest video
game or sports.

Instead, our children not taught how our
government came to be; instead social-
ism, protesting ICE, and sexual education
are promoted. My observations reveal
that students are being radicalized to hate
America. Many do not respect the rule of
law and want to do what is right in their
own eyes.

Also, our children (and parents) are
caught up in distractions and most have
become apathetic to their country. Many
do not vote or pay attention to Socialism
or Islam creeping into our towns and cities
and government. Their focus, for the most
part, is comfort and convenience, and
when the next super hero movie is re-
leased. Getting clicks on YouTube channels
is more important than the people around
them who are suffering. Engaging face-to-
face is trumped by impersonal texts.

So, why should Americans be excited
about our country? If they do not under-
stand from where we came and the strug-
gles that ensued to be able to walk in free-
dom, | can see why they are disconnected
from the greatness of the United States of
America. They don’t realize how wonder-
ful the freedoms we have are, but exploit
them. There is not a country on this planet
like the U.S.A.

Most of our rights have not been taken
away, although there are many who
would like to do so. We can dream about

ELEBRATING LOCAL BEAUTY.

starting a business, and actually succeed
in making it come to fruition. We can
speak against our government or any ide-
ology and not get arrested because of the
First Amendment. Try that in the United
Kingdom, North Korea or China! Hello,
gulag!

Those who are touting Socialism here,
apparently do not understand that every
socialistic government has failed, not to
mention the approximately 100 million of
lives extinguished (Lenin-Marx regimes),1
2 and another 94-100 million deaths
attributed to the regimes of Mao, Pol Pot,
North Korea, USSR and Eastern European
countries.3

| believe we can learn a lot from World
Cup fans who are visiting from abroad.
Let’s look at our country with fresh eyes,
and realize that there is no place like the
U.S. We need to see how blessed we are,
but we don’t because we’ve always had
the freedoms, amenities, and convenienc-
es since our birth, and we exploit them. |
challenge everyone to look at other coun-
tries and see what their people are experi-
encing, and compare it to the freedoms
and abundance of our country.

Leah Vandersluis

Montrose, CO

1. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
The_Black Book of Communism

2. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Mass_killings_under_communist_states
3. https://reason.com/2013/03/13/
communism-killed-94m-in-20th-century/

ipiosmp


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Black_Book_of_Communism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Black_Book_of_Communism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mass_killings_under_communist_states
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mass_killings_under_communist_states
https://reason.com/2013/03/13/communism-killed-94m-in-20th-century/
https://reason.com/2013/03/13/communism-killed-94m-in-20th-century/
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: COMMENTARY

By Don Stott

There are many laws and sayings which
concern economics as well as other items,
and one of them | hear constantly is:

“Do you think metals will go up?” My
answer is, “Of course, because the Fed’s
constantly printing dollars to pay bills Con-
gress passed, the president signed, and
the more they print, which are backed by
zero, all things priced in dollars, will go up
in dollars, but not in value, so government
is stealing from you (inflation), to pay their
bills, and there is nothing you can do to
stop it, other than protecting yourself
with insurance in the form of precious
metals, real estate, or something tangible
which is useful and of sound value.”

“OK then, when will they go up?” My
answer is: “I don’t know what will happen
ten minutes from now. Anyone who
thinks they can predict what will happen
even 30 seconds from now is lying. If |
knew two earthquakes in Venezuela
would happen a half hour apart, destroy-
ing thousands of buildings and killing
thousands, would | have left before they
happened? Or if | knew silver would go
from $1.20 down to 60 cents, would |
have sold all of mine and bought it back at
the low price, now?”

There is no such law as “If | had only
known.” That’s only a universal saying
when something happens, of which you
wish you had foreknowledge!

We all wish there was a method of
“Buying low (now) and selling high,” other
than luck or inside trading, which always
seems to be well hidden.

Or how about “hindsight is always
20/20?"

Gresham’s law states that, “Bad money
drives out good money.” This is can be
observed by people trying to get rid of
bad money and keep good money, be-
cause bad money is undesirable. People
spend their dollars as fast as they can,
because they constantly lose value. A
fixed rate mortgage of what mortgages
were a few years ago, such as maybe 3%,
is ‘found money,” because you are paying

LAWS

it off at the same amount of dollars (bad
money) each month, when a mortgage
today would be 6.5%. It’s the same with
anything bought on credit.

A friend of mine’s daughter had a big
credit card debt at 21% interest, and she
just kept paying it each month and never
thought about doing the sensible thing,
which is paying it off as quickly as possi-
ble, and stop adding to it. She followed
my advice and can’t thank me enough.
She’s doing it and is amazed that she nev-
er thought of it.

Credit is bad money, and its cost is unbe-
lievable. Get out of it and stop using it.
Another friend went through a divorce
and had to pay half of their net worth to
his ex-wife. He asked me what to do, and
I told him to borrow it, using his home as

collateral, and pay it off as fast as possible.

He did it and paid it off ($175,000) within
three or four years, and he’s just fine, and
his credit rating is probably 800 from his
actions.

Since Gresham’s law says that ‘bad mon-
ey’ (dollars) drives out ‘good money’ (gold
and silver), the smart thing to do, is get rid
of the bad money (dollars), and put sur-
plus bad money, in good money (gold and
silver), and hold them, as Gresham ob-
served. As the years pass, silver will go
back to $1.20 an ounce in bad money, and
continue to escalate, as the buck’s
printing presses will continue to spew out
bad money.

Stott’s law says that, “The more of any-
thing there is, the less they will be worth,
and the less of anything there is, the more
they will be worth.” That applies to dol-
lars as well as water in the desert, and
practically anything you can think of, in-
cluding gold and silver. There’s far more
silver than gold, so silver is worth usually
about 80% less than gold per ounce, but it
is a precious metal and inflation insurance
also. | have both and everyone should
have both, because eventually, no, | don’t
know when, you will need silver to barter
with, when no one wants your bad money
dollars.

People wanting to get rid of bad money,
has happened over and over throughout
history, and at the end, the bad money is
used as insulation or wallpaper.

I’'m so old, that I actually remember sell-
ing gold at $250 and silver at $1.25. | ac-
tually do remember nickel Cokes, Hershey
bars and quarter a gallon gasoline. | was
only six, but | remember my Dad buying a
new Plymouth, in 1940, and | later found
out he paid $650 for it. After WW II, | do
remember him buying a 1949 Ford for
about $1900, and it had overdrive, and a V
-8 engine. | loved to drive that car, which
today, would bring about $25,000 in bad
money. There are so few left, as Stott’s
law explains.

When things happen slowly, no matter
how good or bad, as time passes, you get
used to them, and eventually don’t even
give it a second thought. I’'ve had my
home for 35 years, and it’s worth nine
times what | paid for it in bad money. It's
the same home! Bad money proves both
Gresham’s and Stott’s laws.

This brings up another subject in econom-
ics, which few think about. Rent or buy? |
consider this an easy one. If you rent
something, as inflation continues, your
rent will go up in bad money, because
your landlord’s costs and necessary profits
go up in bad money. If you buy, your base
price stays in place, and no one can in-
crease your rent. When | had ten ice
cream parlors in Philly, | always bought
the buildings, and never even considered
renting. The buildings stayed the same,
and their value went up in bad money, but
since | owned them, | was safe. Homes or
businesses: If you can buy, do so and
avoid renting anything!

Hope your Fourth of July was great!
Trump gave two great speeches! If you
were east of Texas, I’'m sure you were
unbelievably hot, and here with the west-
ern fires going, we had some smoke but
our 11% humidity, even at 90 degrees,
was pleasant. Advice? Get out of big
democrat controlled ‘sanctuary’ cities.
don@coloradogold.com 1-970-249-4646
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2133 - 6450 Rd. $599.900
MLS # 835133

s all fegg fer yeu

JUS* mmu?‘es from Mam s*ree{ H’US :rngafed Z* acre Properv‘g has SO
much 1‘0 o{{er

NO covenants, nice/y maintained home with many custom

details:

fam/ly room, /:'umg room, dmmg /sunroom, office, 3 bedrooms,

,arge main suite with five prece bath & ]eHeo/ tub, excep*ional closef

in kitchen nofice the convenient center island. solid surface counter fops
/arge pam‘ry, spacious /aundry/ mudroom

covered pm‘io beautiful mature fana'scaping, and oversized garage,

1500 sq f+ barn/ wor/zshap with another garage attached
3 stall foafing shed and chicken house

Peg Evanoika, Broker Associate.
970-209-3934 21 www.The-RES.com

~ ' Century 21 Elevated Real Estate
Realtor@PegEvanoika.com Century 21 Elevated Real Esta
500 E. Main St. Montrose, CO 9
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HOW FAMILIES CAN GET OUTDOORS From pg 1

many families don't have ties to outdoor
experiences. Without those ties, it can be
daunting and even dangerous to just jump
into many outdoor experiences. | think we
all agree that providing as many opportu-
nities as possible for families and kids to
be outdoors is a good thing.

Invite Someone Along

If you are lucky enough to have had a life-
time of outdoor experiences, consider
asking yourself the next time you are
getting ready for that outdoor adventure,
"Who can | invite to come along that may
want to give this a try?" If you own a boat,
or like to fish, hike, or mountain bike, who
can you invite along that may not have
the equipment, knowledge or know where
to go? Offer to take your neighbors to
your favorite fishing spot, on a farm tour,
or on a walk sponsored by the park natu-
ralist at Colorado National Monument.
Volunteer

If you can't think of anyone you know,
consider volunteering for one of the or-
ganizations that make it their mission to
get families outdoors. Generation Wild
Uncompahgre, led by the Montrose Rec-
reation District and funded by GOCO, is a
great place to start. Launched in 2023, the
Generation Wild Coalition helps communi-
ties across Colorado introduce kids and
families to new outdoor experiences. This
inspires them to get outside more often
by providing free or low-cost programs
that serve our communities and support
inclusive access to the outdoors.

Other volunteer options include Colorado
Parks and Wildlife state park education
programs, Grand Valley or Black Canyon
Audubon Society, Montrose Botanical
Gardens, The Ute Museum Ethnobotany
Gardens, Black Canyon of the Gunnison
and Colorado National Monument, and
the US Fish and Wildlife Hotchkiss Fish
Hatchery. In the Grand Junction area, vol-
unteer opportunities abound with Colora-
do Canyons Association, Friends of Youth
and Nature's Together for Resilient Youth
program, and Riverside Education Centers'
enrichment program for Grand Junction
youth. All of these organizations and
agencies lead youth field trips, nature
outings and education programs during
the school year and often in the summer.
Give them a call and inquire about their

potential need for volunteers with com-
munity or youth events.

Opportunities Around Montrose and
Ouray Counties

The Mexican American Development As-
sociation (MADA) has hosted hunters edu-
cation classes and plans to have more in
the future. These classes conclude with an
option to hunt with an experienced
hunting mentor. Ridgway State Park hosts
beginning archery and fishing programs
each month during the summer.

Many farms offer tours with close-up
looks at behind-the-scenes operations. In
the Montrose area, Valley Food Partner-
ship is hosting a Montrose County Fair
Farm Tour on July 21st, and they also have
cooking classes and other opportunities to
learn more about our local farming and
ranching. The Billy Goat Farm in Montrose
County offers farm tours focused on their
hop growing operation. You can learn how
it is grown, harvested, and processed for
the brewery industry. Serendipity Farms is
a charming alpaca farm near Montrose
where you can meet their alpacas up close
and learn about these gentle animals and
the products made from their fur.
Opportunities in Delta County

In Delta County, there are many classes
offered by the Learning Council for local
food, crafts, and related topics. For music
lovers, the "Picking in the Park" series has
scheduled free concerts in Paonia town
park every Thursday evening in August.
There is an outdoor pool in Hotchkiss that
offers water aerobics in addition to the
regular pool activities and swim lessons.
The Delta Recreation District offers many
classes, and offers the YAK (Youth and
Kids) pass that provides free access for
youth.

Who can resist the sweet smell of laven-
der, taste lavender ice cream and take in
the eye-popping fields of purple? Each
year the North Fork Valley hosts the lav-
ender festival where you can tour several
farms and smell or taste the products of
this plant. The festival is the last weekend
in June, but many of the farms in Palisade
and the North Fork Valley offer tours
through the summer and provide lavender
products at their farm stores.
Opportunities in the Grand Junction Area
In the Grand Junction area, Lincoln Park

and its pool are a very popular destination
for summer fun. Grand Junction also
offers an abundant network of bike trails,
from the beginner-friendly paved River-
front Trail to the more challenging sin-
gletrack trails at the Lunch Loops trail-
head. The EUREKA! McConnell Science
Center has culture and nature passes for
checkout, which offer free access to The
Art Center and Colorado National Monu-
ment, as well as other destinations.
Colorado State University Cooperative
Extension Service is hosting a tour of five
Mesa County farms and farm stands on
Sept. 10. Hear the challenges and success-
es of Mesa County farming, including
presentations on hydroponics, tomatoes,
peaches, mixed vegetables, pumpkins and
fruit stands. Call (970) 244-1834 for more
information.

Everywhere on the Western Slope

In addition, just about every town hosts
farmers markets, which are a great way to
learn about local farm products. The mar-
kets offer scrumptious homegrown good-
ies in a festive atmosphere.

And don't forget the night sky. How about
a night excursion for a dark sky presenta-
tion at Black Canyon of the Gunnison Na-
tional Park? The Black Canyon Astronomi-
cal Society offers these special nights with
local experts using their amazing tele-
scopes frequently. Check their Facebook
page for upcoming presentations.

Be the Gentle Nudge

Taking time away from screens and being
outdoors can help kids and families both
mentally and physically. Many just need a
gentle nudge and an enthusiastic "let's do
this!" If you have the time, passion and
patience to work with youth and families
to provide your knowledge, advice and
that gentle nudge—you are golden!
Through volunteering, you can be the one
that helps motivate a young one and their
family to try a new endeavor in the out-
doors. Inspiration is waiting!

Friends of Youth and Nature (FOYAN) is a
nonprofit organization that promotes oppor-
tunities for youth and families to go outside,
experience outdoor activities and explore
nature. For outdoor safety tips, trail game
ideas, hiking trails, and other ways to get
young people involved in the outdoors, or to
donate to support this cause, visit foyan.org


https://www.facebook.com/people/Black-Canyon-Astronomical-Society/61568997454451/
https://www.facebook.com/people/Black-Canyon-Astronomical-Society/61568997454451/
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CONSTRUCTED
QUICKMOVE IN

PRS7629) FIVEMILE AVE.
= MONTROSE,CO
1 s

—

ABOUT THE PROPERTY

This stunning brand-new Mesa Verde floorplan by
Ridgeline Homes is complete and ready for immediate
move in! Built with exceptional craftsmanship on a single-
story, efficient 1,456 sq. ft. floor plan featuring 3
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, and a 2-car garage. Perfect for
| P o first-time homeowners, empty nesters, or families looking

.- for low maintenance Colorado living with a smart,
functional layout.

= &

3 BEDROOMS 2 BATHROOMS 2 CAR GARAGE

$456,000 970-275-9115

info@ridgelinehomescolorado.com


mailto:info@ridgelinehomescolorado.com

BOOK SIGNING

& Celebration —=er
DAVID PADILLA| g

5:30-7:30 pm JUU R”@ﬂm I
Includes ggfm_om 5
Food & Drink | ™™™

at MADA
17 N. 6th St., Montrose

David’s Book Talk, 6:15 pm
https://sanjuanpub.com/david-padilla/
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS

THE FORUM HOSTS COLORADO
DIVISION OF WATER RESOURCES (DWR)

Special to the Mirror

MONTROSE-Last week Forum attendees heard from Colorado River District Board President (and Colorado Senator) Marc Catlin.
On Wednesday, July 15, 8-9 AM, The Forum will host the second part of our water series featuring the Division of Water Re-
sources (Division 4) and Assistant Division Engineer Evan Jones.

You might be thinking: Who are they? What role do they play in the big water picture? and Why are they located in Montrose?
Or perhaps you have been wondering: Lake Mead and Lake Powell have issues. What is our part in that picture? Will they drain
the reservoirs in our area to fill those two?

We are surrounded by reservoirs and dams and rely on water coming through the Gunnison Tunnel, but: Who is monitoring all
that? What are the challenges? and What does our future look like?

"The State Engineer's Office (now DWR) was created in 1881. Its mission is to:

-Competently and dependably administer and distribute the waters of Colorado in accordance with the laws of the state;
-Ensure that dams and water wells are properly constructed and maintained to ensure public safety; and

-Develop, maintain, and provide access to accurate and timely information regarding water resources.”

Worried about water? Want to know more? Come to The Forum on Wednesday, July 15th, 8-9 AM...and bring a friend!

CENTURY 21
ELEVATED REAL
ESTATE
We Ignite Your
Style!

2005 Devon Street
Montrose, CO 81401

* 3 Bedroom
» 2 Full Baths

* Office
« Fenced Back Yard DIANE HAYNES, CRS

* New Roof Associate Broker
« Radon Mitigation Completed dianehaynesrealtor@gmail.com
* New Appliances 500 Main Street

Montrose, CO 81401

$378,900 970-596-3521
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BRAND NEW
CHAMPION-YORK HOME

Now $161,000

1 62650 LASALLE ROAD™ /. o
LOT #325
MONTROSE, CO

Con_
P T o
La¥

-

PROPERTY FEATURES

=k 2] <> B 8

3 Bedroom 2 Bathroom Roomy Split 1179 SF Pet Friendly
Floor Plan Community

CONTACT US
5% Down/25 Year Term . 970-615-9412
*ONLY $23002-00 B manager@thehiddenlakecommunity.com
per month* @ www.thehiddenlakecommunity.com

($1,277.00 mortgage plus
$725.00 lot rent) Hiddm

*WAC. Estimated payment, rates and terms may vary based on
credit history. Not all applicants will qualify. Subject to lender terms
& conditions. Actual term, rate, APR, and loan amount may vary."



http://www.thehiddenlakecommunity.com/
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Health Fair

& Blood Draws

Unable to register online? Call: 1-800-217-5866

Help line available Monday through Friday 8AM - 4PM

Register Now

Affordable Blood Tests. Trusted Care.

MontroseHealth.com/HealthFair

Blood Draw Dates Blood Tests
Saturday, August } Advanced Lipid Panel.....nn. 394
Ridgway Event Center ;
22739 US-550, Ridgway, CO 81432 Blood Typing (ABO/RN)....ciisieesssssiinis $25
7:00AM-10:00AM L T $29
Monday, August 3 EStradiol . eecinrereeaen . ¥
Olathe High School Gym Female TeStOSterone........cumemmmmmsmmmmmnn S47
410 US-50, Olathe, CO 81425 FESH G i saiss@ani s .$38
630AM-9:30AM HealthSCreen Panel. ... ... $58
Tuesday, August 4 Hemoglobin AlC........mmmmimmmmimmn D42
MRH Employee Day RS AR C R e i i s i $42
800 S. 3rd St,, Montrose, CO 81401

Mal@ TESLOSEIONE.......coviserresmmssrissresmsssmsrssssmassssmasees $47
6:30AM-9:00AM

(=50 T [0 42T 0] ] = R CO R - 00 DS SO F $40
Wednesday, August 5 - Friday, August 7 PSA $44
hMontrose Faviion Vitamin B12/Folate......mimimmmsssssisn $47

1800 Pavilion Dr, Montrose, CO 81401
6:30AM-930AM ML D i S8 49
August 5 & 6, No Walk-Ins

(registration required) é MONTROSE

Health Fair ' REGIONAL HEALTH
Saturday, August 8

Montrose Pavilion

1800 Pavilion Dr, Montrose, CO 81401

Free community event with blood bt
draws, screenings, wellness booths, Q Alpine Bank ELEVATE MOUNTAWEST
giveaways, and expert info! }

MontroseHealth.com/HeaithFair

fence TEI NOCK DmILLS


http://www.montrosehealth.com/healthfair
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Ute Indian Museum

Ethnobotany Tours 2026

Join a museum docent for a 45-minute tour to see what s
blooming in summer, and talk about the trees, shrubs and
other plants that are connected to the Ute people. We will
talk about the values the Utes found in the plants for food,
fiber and cultural uses.

* Tuesdays & Wednesdays
930-1015 AM
JUNE 2,3,9,10,16,17, 23, 24

JULY 7, 8, 14, 15, 21,22

Ute Indian Museum
17253 Chipeta Road

Montrose CO

For more information and tour schedule updates, please call 970-249-3098 or visit the
Ute Indian Museum Facebook page.
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GOLD MOUNTAIN FIRE: THE WORK CONTINUES

Above, the Cimarron firefighters Camp (Photo by B. Switzer);
right, firefighters working at Ridgway Reservoir as Anastazua
Chavez (floating) looks on (courtesy photo); below right, Gold
Mountain Fire Command Center (Photo by B. Switzer); below,
Ouray Firefighters’ Camp (Photos by Harry Switzer).

~ '.
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Montrose Regional

Crime Stopgpers
-

See Something? Say
Something!

.

Report Anonymously at:

(970) 249-8500
P3 mobile app
p3tips .com

If your tip results in an arrest...
You could receive a cash reward!



http://www.p3tips.com/

T
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LIS

ED

SOME PICTURES HAVE BEEN VIRTUALLY STAGED TO OFFER IDEAS

LISTED Al
333,900
MLS#835924

59L W APPLE DRIVE

DELTA, CO 81116

« 3BED/1 BATH

« FRONT PORCH

« BACK YARD

« HOA IRRIGATION
WATER

B wis

1022 SQ FT
1 CAR GARAGE
.17 ACRE LOT

BUILT IN 1995

LESLIE GORE

PRESENTED BY C21 ELEVATED 970-275

-3195 LESLIEGOREREALTOR@GMAIL COM



mailto:lesliegorerealtor@gmail.com
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COLORADO

and| you.

We believe banking should feel personal.
Thank you for choosing Alpine Bank.

We're glad you're here!

ol
5 .l i"’ '.‘J;)

alpinebank.com « Member FDIC

R W

Q Alpine Bank



http://www.alpinebank.com/
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS

MRS. CLAUS FOR A CAUSE PRESENTS FOURTH ANNUAL ADULT PROM

Special to the Mirror

MONTROSE-Join Mrs. Claus and her crew for the 4t Annual Adult Prom, where all proceeds support Mrs. Claus for a
Cause. This event will be on Saturday, August 8, 2026, from 7:00-11:00 p.m. at The Temple (511 E Main St.) in Mont-
rose. Featuring live music by The Dirt, this 80s-themed bash will also include a silent auction, complimentary cham-
pagne, an appetizer/dessert bar, a photo booth, and more. Tickets are $50 per person or two tickets for $80. Sponsor-
ship tables are also available. For tickets or sponsorships, visit mrsclausforacause.org.

About Mrs. Claus for a Cause: Mrs. Claus for a Cause is a non-profit that annually provides a free Christmas event for
the children of Montrose and its surrounding communities. The 2026 event will be at Friendship Hall in Montrose on
December 18t & 19w for all children, with December 20t as an event day reserved for children with special needs. For
more information on the event or to donate or volunteer, please visit mrsclausforacause.org.

Catering: Graduations, Weddings, Family Gatherings | RO 1S T T [

Fiesta Guadalajara ™2 -,

CLOSE FOR CLEANUP WORK

Re-Opening 2026 /53 =
970-249-2460 Erall( )7
A _“ = Special to the Mirror
. '//,: VT '\\'\ MONTROSE-The Grand Mesa, Uncompahgre and Gun-
Alpen Confections Vil nison (GMUG) National Forests’ Ouray Ranger District
970-648-0609 will implement a temporary closure in the Governor
Pahgl’e's Basin area to protect public health and safety during a
- 970-249-6442 timefcritical removal action at the abandoned Gover-
Jimmer’s Steak & BBQ nor Basin Mine Site. Fafo Holdings, LLC will carry out
970-252-1227 y R the cleanup work with oversight from the U.S. Environ-
Rib C|ty mental Protection Agency (EPA) and U.S. Forest Ser-
970-249-7427 vice (USFS).

Stone House
970-240-8899

{ﬁfﬁf
) g~

- |

s “s—i ’
N oo
e

Beer Barn |l
970-249-5550

The closures will be in effect July 13-25 and again Au-
gust 3—November 30 unless rescinded sooner.

The closure area includes the upper section of Gover-
nor Basin Road beyond its intersection with Sidney
Basin Road, as well as surrounding lands near the Vir-
ginius and Terrible Mines. Affected portions of the
Virginius Mine Trail that crosses the project area are
also closed. A map of the closure area and a more de-
tailed description of the affected area can be found
here.

The EPA is overseeing cleanup actions under the Com-
prehensive Environmental Response, Compensation,
and Liability Act (CERCLA). Work includes, but is not
limited to, consolidating hazardous mine waste con-
taining elevated levels of lead and arsenic and in-
stalling drainage channels and erosionBlcontrol
measures. Crews and heavy equipment will be working
in the area throughout the cleanup, and the publicis
asked to respect the closure order for their safety.
For more information on this closure, contact the
Ouray Ranger District at 970224075300


https://click.news.fs.usda.gov/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MzJ9AA0AAAAAAKiIUyZdWTTUocyeHlNfi5Um-YnX8t2R3rXeNh7NEzr1F-kZF5hijdEmnNem9hWhrjuIRRiNniUgBGUoUExjfZCzRQ20rhsr1Qg

MEN'S & WOMEN'S CLOTHING, SHOES,
ACCESSORIES, AND MORE!

D }/l/ /Té[ééé; Footwear © Clothing

316 East Main Street in Historic Downtown Montrose = 970-249-3668
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Asking Price
PRICE REDUCED! $165 500

901 6530 Rd
#1201

3-bedroom 2 bath
Seller will pay 6 months Lot Rent with full
price offer at closing,

New Appliances. New Roof
Quartz Counter Tops
Luxury Wood-plank Flooring
2 Covered Decks
Outside Shed with Electricity

Century 21 Elevated Real Estate

Diane Haynes, Broker Associate CRS,GRI,ABR
500 Main Street

Montrose, Co 81401

970-596-3521
dianehaynesrealtor@gmail.com
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PRICED AT

$480,000

703 Pilot Knob Ave.
Montrose, Co 81401

A beautifully crafted home with
elegant interiors, open layouts, and a
warm, welcoming atmosphere.

PROPERTY HIGHLIGHTS

IE" I
g 3 car garage

L
N 1567 sq ft

CONTACT
AGENT

MICHELLE KELTZ

Q 7702019159

z michellekeltz5@agmall.com

michellekeltz.ce
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THERAPY DOGS VISIT WITH FIREFIGHTERS

Thank you
Firefighters!

On July 2, David Vitwar, safety officer for the Gold Fire near Ouray, contacted Vanessa
Gurule, president of Morningstar Therapy Dogs, a local therapy dog organization. He
asked if Morningstar could send therapy dog teams to visit the firefighters at their early
morning daily briefing in Ridgway from Friday, July 3 through Friday, July 10. Morn-
ingstar members made early morning visits to the Gold Fire command center every day
last week. The visits have been greatly appreciated by the firefighters and support staff.

Morningstar dog teams will visit the Cimarron Command Center July 14-20. Courtesy
photos.

Vanessa Gurule’s Layla.
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/

!///// j’ll’ (7715 &2

The bags showcase bright vehicle graphics in soft, kid-friendly materials.
Riding inside, the trusty plush partner encourages adventures and
storytelling all day long.

A Zolorado-ology

328 E. MAIN ST. | MONTROSE, CO | 970-249-8323
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS

POWER IS ALL DEMOCRATS CRAVE

Editor:

As | do my research each week for these
articles, | have to continually ask myself:
“Are Democrats totally incapable of finding
just one normal person to represent them
on the ballot anywhere in this country?”
Graham Platner in Maine and James Taleri-
co in Texas were both cherry-picked by the
party to improve their appeal to young
white male voters. Seriously. After spending
decades demonizing white males, particu-
larly straight white males, those two choic-
es not too subtly reveal how terribly Demo-
crats view the male population. I could fill
this page detailing what a slimeball Platner
is. Suffice it to say the party that calls con-
servatives “Nazis” every five minutes were
perfectly OK with his sporting a Nazi tattoo
on his chest for 18 years. They were also OK
with ignoring allegations of his beating up
and raping a few of his girlfriends. Believe a
woman, unless she is accusing a Democrat
seems to be their credo. Almost all of Plat-
ner's income comes from a “total disabil-
ity.” Total disability means an individual is
unable to perform any substantial gainful
work. | guess Democrats don't define being
in the U.S. Senate as substantial gainful
work. It took a rape allegation from a Dem-
ocrat girlfriend plus tanking poll numbers to
convince Democrats to finally dump him.
Donna Brazile, who served twice as the
chair of the DNC, had this to say: “Platner
needs time to heal, focus on his family, and
well-being.” All that sexual assaulting must
have worn him out? This is the same Brazile
who was fired from CNN when she tried to
make Hillary Clinton look good by sharing
debate questions with her during the 2016
presidential campaign.

Talerico was presented as a fresh young
face, capable of broadening the party's ap-
peal to Texas males. As Texas rednecks say,
that dog don't hunt. He has proudly es-
poused every nutball transgender theory
ever expressed. He claims to be a Christian,
but his views on Christianity can best be
described as blasphemous. He believes
there are six genders, that God is non-
binary, and that men can get pregnant.
(Those evil Republicans are using the dirty
trick of playing video clips of Talerico talking
about his views.) When Democrats ran Min-
nesota governor Tim Walz as Kamala's VP
candidate, they tried to portray him as a

“macho man.” That immediately fell flat
when his public appearances revealed his
effeminate mannerisms. Most people have
no problem with effeminate mannerisms,
but take exception to Democrats continual-
ly misrepresenting their candidates — like
trying to turn Kamala's word salads into
something remotely intelligible, or trying to
portray Talerico as something other than a
wimp. Americans want to know if Tim Walz
advocates for tampons in boys' bathrooms
or if that state's Democrats openly invite
rampant fraud in their welfare programs.
This week, Walz disgustingly pardoned an
illegal from Laos accused of repeatedly sex-
ually assaulting a ten-year-old child. The
person Democrats nominated for Vice Presi-
dent wanted to protect the monster from
being deported, so he issued a pardon. Just
another example of Democrats doubling
down on flawed radical candidates rather
than seeking sane people who prioritize
competence and American interests over
power.

The insanity is everywhere you look. Cali-
fornia governor Newsom considers himself
a presidential candidate. This week, Califor-
nia Democrats bragged about robberies
being down since Newsome took office.
What they don't talk about is their making
theft under $1,000 perfectly legal, their
slowing down the prosecution of robberies,
and businesses no longer reporting thefts.
This is the same governor whose family
appears to be entangled in a serious corrup-
tion scheme. IRS documents show that
Newsome's wife has been paying herself
and her for-profit company up to a third of
her nonprofit's entire income each year,
pocketing over $3.7 million. Democrat Pra-
mila Jayapal represents the crazies in Se-
attle. She just said one of the most dis-
gusting things ever uttered by a representa-
tive in Congress. Jessica Gorman testified
before Congress about her daughter Sheri-
dan, who was brutally murdered by an ille-
gal alien in Chicago earlier this year. In a
slap to the face of all Angel Families, Jayapal
said that the hearing was basically a waste
of time, complaining that “this is the fourth
time we've done this (held a hearing on
sanctuary cities) and there's many other
things we could be doing.” So, she has
better things to do than listen to parents of
those murdered by illegal aliens. Speaking

of Chicago, the city apparently has a
“transfemicide emergency,” or something.
The mayor has declared a Transfemicide
State of Emergency, which triggers addition-
al resources and funding allocations — all for
a crisis that doesn't exist. Somehow Mayor
Johnson fails to identify the victims of trans-
femicide that compelled him to declare a
state of emergency. Chicago recorded over
250 homicides through the first five months
of this year. Not one was classified as a
transgender-related case. Meanwhile, Chi-
cago's South Side recorded 17 shootings in
a single June weekend. Those actual victims
got no emergency declarations, no press
conferences, and no advocacy groups on
stage.

Let's not forget NYC. It must be nice to be a
socialist in charge of America's largest city.
Not only can you make it impossible for
landlords to earn a living renting out prop-
erties, you can simply legislate a giant pay
raise for yourself using other people's mon-
ey —an 18.2% pay increase for city leaders,
backdated to January, plus automatic pay
hikes of at least 2% every year in the future.
Mamdani's new salary would pay him more
than the combined salaries of the governors
of Florida and Texas. Remember, this comes
from a mayor who advocates for the aboli-
tion of private property, while he and his
family own a luxury compound in his native
Uganda surrounded by walls and armed
security guards because everyone else is
poverty stricken. It's kind of like Obama
making a speech criticizing greed and capi-
talism (“There's only so big a house you can
have.”) while owning four luxury homes,
two of them beachfront properties in Mar-
tha's Vineyard and Oahu. This is the same
person who slams America's fixation on
wealth and fame at the same time he builds
an $850 million shrine to himself in Chicago
—and leaves millions in unpaid bills to mi-
nority-owned subcontractors, causing some
to file for bankruptcy. Imagine how many
homeless veterans could have been housed
with the $850M used to build the Obama
temple. Power is all Democrats crave and
they will underwrite anyone or anything
they think will get it for them. The only sane
person in the party now is Sen. John Fetter-
man, whose stroke somehow turned him
into a wise man with common sense.

Ed Henrie, Montrose
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CONGRATULATION
to the 2026 WINNER

970 ROAM Party Bus Peace Of Mind Dog Boarding
Alpen Confections kp/ \ She She Boutique
Balance Integrated Health V V Stronghold Tree Care
Buckendorf, Haynes CPAs \& M Team Valerie Meyers
Busted Knuckle Towing & Serwces e—— The Campers Hub
Compass Medical Center Tim's Auto Glass
Counseling Connection Unrivaled Plumbing & Heating
El Rinconcito Restaurant Vybe Med Spa
EVOO Montrose Western Slope Appliance

\_Iron INDAstries Western Slope Party Rentals
Magnolia Salon Wicked Mobile Garage
Montrose Martial Arts Wild Merrion Boutique

38

— PRESENTING SPONSOR -

MONTROSE BUSINESS TIMES 1

<>

—

Jd ] Live music, Appetizers, Bar, Awards presentation. \/
TICKETS: OurTownMatters.net | 970-765- 0913



http://www.ourtownmatters.net/
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CENTURY 21

ELENVATEDR —

COMMERCIAL BUILDING
IN DOWNTOWN MONTROSE,
COLORADO

4,325 Sq Ft | Remodeled From 2015-2019

« Prime Location | Corner Lot with Great Parking

500 E. Main St., Montrose, CO

Michelle Klippert

CRS, ABR, GRI, SRES, SFR

S975 ,000 970-275-3016

MichelleKlippertRealtor@gmail.com

: ‘ii. 500 E. Main St., Montrose, CO

; “. —t .'lr - K
- @fiprgaih = o SCAN FOR 5 [
at L MORE INFO



mailto:michelleklippertrealtor@gmail.com
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/;"4,"//:'/2_//}
Elevated Living at the 21
Bridges of the Black Canyon

CENTURY 21

Golf Course Community i
evaie

2740 Sleeping Bear Rd. $799.0

Montrose, Colorado MLS #836930

L N

viiw)

OVERSIZED

4 BEDROOMS 3BATHROOMS | BUILT 2021 2482 SQ FT
DOUBLE LOT

Michelle Klippert

Certified Residential Specialist
Broker Associate

CENTURY 21 Elevated
4 500 E. Main St., Montrose, CO 81401
Cell: 970-275-3016
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: COMMENTARY

‘h)l‘CSNi'ROSE ayor’s
COLORA Mlnute

Some people think being civically engaged means you have to
show up at every city council or county meeting. But that’s
not the full picture, nor is it the most important part. And
let’s be real, most people who show up to the meetings are
there to voice their discontent. | know, | was there doing just
that before | was on Council. But it is also just a small sample
of the voice of the community. Stop a Councilor on the street,
email us, call us, we are listening.

However, IMHO, the real power to make a difference by citi-
zens comes down to two key things:

1. Stay informed. Learn about the issues and the candidates
for yourself. Understand how decisions affect you, your val-
ues, and our community. Don’t just skim headlines or scroll
social media. Take time to dig deeper. This is exactly how our
Constitutional Republic was designed to work. Thomas Jeffer-
son said: “Whenever the people are well- informed, they can
be trusted with their own government.” He also warned that
“if a nation expects to be ignorant and free, it expects what
never was and never will be”.

Knowledge is power, and for too long, those in power have
counted on voters staying uninformed, using misleading
headlines to shape votes rather than giving citizens the full
picture of how policies affect our freedoms and liberties.

2. Vote, this is your true power! If you don’t cast an informed
vote, you're letting yourself, our community, and our country
down. Your informed vote is one of your most sacred rights
and responsibilities. It’s your voice that helps keep our Re-
public strong or risks letting us drift toward something far
worse.

You don’t need to attend every meeting to stay engaged. You
can live your life and still be a vital part of the process. That's
the strength of representative government. But it only works
at its best when we have an informed and active electorate,
as the Founders intended when they gave us this system of
self-rule.

Be informed. Vote wisely. That’s how we keep our communi-
ty and our Republic alive.

We ARE listening!

But just because we have a different point of view doesn’t
mean |I’'m not listening. It simply means we see things differ-
ently or have different ideas about the issue.

Sincerely,
Michael J. Badagliacco, “MJB”
Mayor, Montrose, CO

It's.Your
Business!

Let's Grow
Together.
Advertise
with
The Mirror!

970-275-0646




The Montrose Mirror July 13,2026

Page 44

MAYOR PRO TEM ED ULIBARRI CALLS OUT ‘BULLYING AND INSULTS’ From pg 1

to identify themselves prior to speaking),
but scolded Badagliacco for something he
had written in his weekly D.O.G.E. Report.

“...In his article today, ‘The Divide Keeps
Getting Deeper, Not Wider,” he succeeded
in completely hurting my feelings,”
Spangrude said, “By insulting and de-
meaning those who did not vote the way
he would have preferred during the pri-
maries last week...the Mayor is called to
represent everyone, not only the people
who voted for him.”

Spangrude quoted from the D.O.G.E. Re-
port. “He said, ‘...Watching the results of
primaries roll in across the country made
it evident that the Left is doing all it can to
install full blown Socialists and Com-
munists...our voter rolls are so tainted
that we cannot possibly have fair and hon-
est elections.”

Spangrude said, “That hurts my feelings. |
voted a certain way, and | am assured that
all of our...people who are taking in the
votes and tabulating them are fair.”

She read a bit more and encouraged all
present to subscribe to the Colorado
D.O.GE Report.

“The vote and the election was fair, and
it’s not a bunch of Leftists, Communists
taking over...people voted the way their
conscience told them to,” Spangrude said.

Brian White spoke, saying that elections
are important to all of us. He said that he
does not agree that a Citizens Charter
Committee is needed to review City Coun-
cil’s proposed Amendments to the Charter
for the upcoming election. “Committees
don’t get things done,” White said.
“Certain individuals in this community
only want to create Chaos...reach out a
hand to each other--let’s get past this.”

Evelyn Greenman Baird spoke. “l came to
express my disappointment and sad-
ness...”

Baird said that after Council had recently
declined to issue a proclamation in sup-
port of PRIDE Month, a decision had been
made not to issue proclamations at all.

Proclamations are a low-cost acknowl-
edgement that shows someone is recog-
nized and valued, Baird said. “We asked
for five minutes of recognition, instead
you gave us a blanket policy.”

Councilor J. David Reed said, “l appreciate
your comment, you know more than |

know...”

Reed asked City Attorney Chris Dowsey
for confirmation that there would be no
more proclamations, which Dowsey
affirmed. “The Mayor has decided...”

“I’'m quite angry!” Reed said. “This is new!
| have to learn it from a citizen! That’s
outrageous and unforgiveable!”

With applause from the audience, Reed
said, “l apologize to all of you for a terrible
decision on his part!”

Beth McCorkle spoke about the need for
a Charter Advisory Committee. “It’s about
trust.”

Dave Bowman talked about what a great
weekend the Fourth of July Celebration
turned out to be despite a fireworks ban,
and praised the laser show that took the
place of fireworks. Bowman thanked
Mayor Badagliacco for being only the sec-
ond mayor ever to spend all day at the
Montrose Summer Music Series. “It was
just amazing! A wonderful, wonderful
evening...let’s be a team!”

John English spoke. He said that work
recently done on Woodgate Road is an
abomination. “It’s really, really shoddy
work...” English asked Council to review
the contract. “How is it written? Did it talk
about fixing defects and filling potholes?
Who inspected it? Who approved pay-
ment...who do you represent, the taxpay-
ers or incompetent employees...it's a
mess out there. We should not pay for
that...all they did was spread oil, strew
gravel, and walk away...”

Regina Sowell spoke. “...it seems to me
some of you have an agenda...your motive
is quite suspicious...”

Regarding the proposed Citizens Charter
Review Commission, Sowell said, “These
issues take time to study; what’s the
rush...”

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

With Councilor Dave Frank abstaining as
he had been absent, Council approved
minutes of the June 15, 2026, special City
Council meeting, and_June 16, 2026, regu-
lar City Council meeting.

FORMATION OF A CITY CHARTER COM-
MISSION
Attorney Chris Dowsey discussed reasons
for the proposed commission and the
ways it could be accomplished.
Councilor J. David Reed gave a lengthy

speech “about the way that we choose to
govern ourselves.

“...Do we rely upon the voices already
seated at this dais, or do we invite the
citizens who will live under these govern-
ing rules to become genuine partners...|
believe there is tremendous value in al-
lowing citizens from different back-
grounds, experiences and perspectives to
sit together, study our charter carefully,
ask difficult questions, hear from the ex-
perts, debate respectfully, and then pro-
vide recommendations to this council...”

Finally, Reed asked Council to “please
authorize the creation of a Citizens Char-
ter Review Commission...”

Councilor Dave Frank gave a briefer
speech, also in support of the Citizens
Charter Review Commission.

Said Mayor Pro Tem Ed Ulibarri, “Actually
I’'m really disappointed. Ever since we
brought up this charter commission and |
said, ‘hey I'd consider it,” | have been in-
sulted, | have been bullied, | have been
called a gang, part of a gang. Even tonight,
when | felt that my communications with
the public, the ones that can’t make it
here like all of you can...was a poor way to
communicate with people. | disagree. And
as such, if this is the kind of communica-
tion, the insulting and the bullying that |
have received, | can tell you this right
now, | do not support a citizens com-
mittee. We have charter amendments
that Council hasn’t even gone over...some
of these | don’t approve of. But yet here
we are, we're disagreeing with each oth-
er, and again, | have never been so em-
barrassed in my life of people. And I'm
ashamed, that everybody that’s insulted
me. That have tried to bully me into sup-
porting this...”

Ulibarri shared a comment from a constit-
uent who reminded him that he had been
elected by a “pretty good majority.”

“The reason why they elected me was
that they have faith and trust in me, and
that’s what I’'m asking, faith and trust as
we debate these charter amendments...”
Councilor Adam Woodden said that he
favors going through the amendments
that Councilors have brought to the City
Attorney, and if there is time, placing one
on the November ballot. “l would like to
see them voted on,” Woodden said. “The

Continued next pa
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MAYOR PRO TEM ED ULIBARRI CALLS OUT ‘BULLYING AND INSULTS’ From previous pg

Commission for me is the community
commission, the citizens’ commission is
not a necessary step in my mind.”

Mayor Badagliacco opened the floor to
community comments.

Speaking in favor of the Citizens Commis-
sion were Dave Stockton; Bob Nicholson;
Holly Speaks (who also apologized to Mr.
Ulibarri); Barb Fine; Cliff Faurer; Katrina
Davis; Tonya Maddox (who has provided
her full remarks to the Mirror for publica-
tion); Karen Sherman Perez; Jacquelyn
Corday; and Jim Haugsness.

Clara Carrasco, who discussed Philoso-
pher Jean Jacques Rousseau, asked that if
the Citizens Commission was approved,
that Council use a statistical representa-
tion of citizens chosen through a random
sample. If the commission was not ap-
proved, Carrasco asked that Council share
the hopes and intentions that they have
for the Charter and community.

Mayor Badagliacco made several com-
ments following the speakers, saying that
he had spoken with 1,000 different people
while campaigning, and that the proposed
charter revisions were made after those
conversations. Charter revisions made in
2014 and 2025 were made without the
assistance of a Citizens Commission,
Changes proposed in 2014 passed; chang-
es proposed in 2025 did not pass.

If Council were engaging in a full charter
review, a Citizens Commission would be
appropriate, but that is not the case this
time.

“All we’re doing is putting them on the
ballot for everyone who is a registered
voter to vote on...There will be no closed
doors, there will be dialog and discus-
sion.”

Badagliacco reminded those present that
citizens can present ballot amendments of
their own through a petition process, and
apologized to Councilor Reed for not in-
forming him that proclamations would not
be issued. Reed then interrupted and be-
gan to talk over the Mayor. “Let me tell
you, Mr. Mayor...!”

Councilor Ulibarri said that Reed had
made changes in the past without inform-

ing him.

Badagliacco began to speak as Reed inter-
rupted. Badagliacco said, “We can agree
that everybody loves Montrose; this is my
time right now.”

The Mayor said that he loved the sugges-
tions offered by Clara Carrasco.

“We haven’t even had a chance to discuss
our proposed amendments because our
time was usurped...we were elected, it’s a
plurality. People elected every one of the
people up here, and people will vote on
the proposal. It’s not people in a silo on
this.”

Councilor Dave Frank moved to direct the
City Attorney to begin drafting a resolu-
tion to form a City Charter Commission;
the motion failed in a vote of three to two
with only Reed and Frank voting to ap-
prove.

DART BUDGET CORRECTION RELATED TO
PROFESSIONAL CONTRACT SERVICES
After some discussion and hearing from
numerous citizens, Council voted four to
one to approve the correction of a typo-
graphical error in the 2027 budget to fully
fund the DART Professional Contract Ser-
vices budget at $272,620. Adam Wood-
den, who spoke about criticism he had
received from citizens regarding the DART
program and asked that DART funding
requests instead by approved by City
Council, voted No.

Council took a five-minute break.

QUASI JUDICIAL ITEMS

EL CHAPIN ADDITION ANNEXATION
HEARING

Council voted to approve Resolution 2026-

08, Findings of Fact for the El Chapin Addi-
tion Annexation.

Also approved were Ordinance 2717 on
first reading, for the annexation of the El
Chapin Addition, and Ordinance 2718 on
first reading, zoning the El Chapin Addition
as an R-3, Medium Density District.
ORDINANCE 2719 - FIRST READING
Council voted to approve Ordinance 2719
on First Reading, amending the zoning
district designation of a portion of Lot 39
of the Amended Ponderosa Ranch Subdi-
vision Filing No. 2 Lots Park and 39 from R-

6, Medium Density/Manufactured Hous-
ing District to B-3, General Commercial
District.

ORDINANCE 2720 - FIRST READING
Council approved Ordinance 2720 on First
Reading, designating the Lathrop Hard-
ware building, with a historic address of
439 East Main Street, as a City of Mont-
rose Historic Property pursuant to § 11-3
of the Official Code of the City of Mont-
rose.

ORDINANCE 2721 - FIRST READING
Ordinance 2721 on first reading was also
approved, designating the E.A. Lee Gar-
age, with the historic address of 219 East
Main Street, as a City of Montrose Historic
Property pursuant to § 11-3 of the Official
Code of the City of Montrose.
HORSESHOE RIDGE SUBDIVISION
AMENDED PRELIMINARY PLAT

Council voted to approve the Horseshoe
Ridge Subdivision Amended Preliminary
Plat expressly conditioned upon City staff
ensuring that all policies, regulations, ordi-
nance and Municipal Code provisions are
met and that the Applicant adequately
addresses all of staff's concerns prior to
execution of the Final Plat.

STAFF REPORTS

Utilities Manager David Bries gave an up-
date on the Wastewater Treatment Plant
Project.

COUNCIL COMMENTS

Councilor Dave Frank gave kudos to Jon
Sullivan for his hard work on the Fourth of
July Laser show.

Councilor Adam Woodden thanked the
Montrose Police for being proactive on
the firework ban.

Mayor Pro Tem Ed Ulibarri thanked the
City Manager for the emergency ordi-
nance stopping the sale of fireworks.

Mayor Michael Badagliacco, who attend-
ed the Fourth of July Celebration at the
Montrose Amphitheater, said that there
were no negative comments about the
lack of fireworks. “Everybody was abso-
lutely ecstatic and happy; it was an ex-
tremely positive event...”

With no further comments, Mayor Badag-
liacco adjourned the meeting.
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4TH ANNUAL
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SCRAMBLE

HOSTED BY: MONTROSE COUNTY REPUBLICANS
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS
REMAINS FOUND ON GRAND MESA PROMPTING DEATH INVESTIGATION

Special to the Mirror

MESA COUNTY - On July 5, 2026, investigators with the Mesa County Sheriff’s Office responded to a report of potential human
remains found near the Wild Rose Picnic Area off of Lands End Road on the Grand Mesa in Mesa County, Colorado. Investigators
confirmed the remains were human, prompting a death investigation. At the time of the discovery, the remains were found to
have been scavenged and scattered. Investigators with the Mesa County Sheriff’s Office determined the deceased had been con-
sumed by a bear and likely other wildlife. The cause of death remains undetermined at this time. The Mesa County Coroner’s
Office is responsible for identifying the deceased, and determining the cause and manner of death. Witnesses who may have seen

anything suspicious in the area of the Wild Rose
e °® Campground between June 22 to July 5, 2026, are encour-
Relief Without
@
Compromise

aged to contact Investigator Jenna Reed at 970-244-3274.
Try Aquablation® Therapy today.

BE BEAR PREPARED IN COLORADO

Special to the Mirror
MESA COUNTY-The Mesa County Sheriff’s Office is sharing
the below message on behalf of our partners at Colorado

Find relief from BPH symptoms with Agquablation Therapy,
a treatment offered by Craig Peterson, MD. Aquablaticn
is an advanced, minimally invasive treatment designed

to provide lasting results while preserving quality of life.
Experience precise, personalized care with a focus on faster
recovery and improved urinary function.

Parks and Wildlife. It’s important to stress that Colorado
Parks and Wildlife believes there is no threat to human health
or safety. Like many areas throughout Mesa County, this area

is home to black bears. When human-bear conflicts occur
they are more often than not traced back to human behavior.
Being bear-prepared while camping and recreating in Colora-
do is the most effective way to prevent human-caused con-
flicts with bears. Six Outdoor BearWise Basics Stay Alert &
Stay Together - Pay attention to your surroundings and stay
together. Walk, hike, jog, or cycle with others when possible.
Keep kids within sight and close by. Leave earbuds at home
and make noise periodically so bears can avoid you. Leave No
Trash or Food Scraps - Double bag your food when hiking and
pack out all food and trash. Don't burn food scraps or trash in
your fire ring or grill. Leaving scraps, wrappers, or even
"harmless" items like apple cores teaches bears to associate
trails and campsites with food. Keep Dogs Leashed - Letting
dogs chase or bark at bears is asking for trouble; don't force a
bear to defend itself. Keep your dogs leashed at all times or
leave them at home. Camp Safely - Set up camp away from
dense cover and natural food sources. Cook as far from your
tent as possible. Do not store food, trash, clothes worn when
cooking, or toiletries in your tent. Store in approved bear-
resistant containers OR out of sight in a locked vehicle OR
suspended at least 10 feet above the ground and 10 feet
from any part of the tree. Local regulations vary. Know What
To Do If You See a Black Bear - If you see a bear before it no-
tices you, don't approach. Stand still, enjoy, then quietly
move away. If a bear sees you, back away slowly. Never run;
running may trigger a chase response. If a bear approaches,
hold your ground, wave your arms and yell "Hey Bear" until it
leaves. Stay with your group. If it keeps approaching, use
bear spray. If a black bear makes contact with you, do NOT
play dead; fight back aggressively. Carry Bear Spray & Know
How To Use It - Bear spray is proven to be the easiest and
most effective way to deter a bear that threatens you. It
doesn't work like bug repellent, so never spray your tent.

Craig Peterson, MD
Board Certified Urologist

ﬁ MONTROSE

REGIONAL HEALTH

3330 S. Rio Grande Ave.

Urology Clinic Montrose, CO 81401

970-497-8100

MontroseHealth.com/Urology
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BUYER-FOCUSED REPRESENTATION WITH INTEGRITY AND EXPERTISE

LESLIE GORE, CRS DIANE HAYNES, CRS
Associate Broker Associate Broker
C: 970-275-3195 C: 970-596-3521
0: 970-249-7653 0: 970-249-7653
LeslieGoreRealtor@gmail.com DianeHaynes@outlook.com

DianeHaynesRealtor@gmail.com

NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION OF
REALTORS*
OFFICIN
DESIGNATION

Choosing a real estate agent with the Accredited Buyer's Representative (ABR)
designation offers several advantages:

Specialized Training: ABR agents have received advanced training focused on representing

buyers, giving them a deep understanding of the buying process and strategies to advocate
for your best interests.

Expert Negotiation Skills: They are equipped with the skills to negotiate better terms, prices,
and contingencies, helping you secure a more favorable deal.

Market Knowledge: ABR agents are well-versed in local market conditions, giving you
insights into pricing trends, property values, and neighborhood information.

Exclusive Buyer Focus: Their primary focus is on buyer representation, ensuring you get
unbiased advice and guidance tailored specifically to your needs.

Legal and Ethical Standards: ABR agents adhere to a strict code of ethics, ensuring that you
receive professional and trustworthy service throughout the buying process.

In short, working with an ABR-certified agent provides specialized expertise, better representation,
and a smoother home-buying experience.

Call for an appointment today!
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1123 N Cascade

$288,000
MLS # 834576

Property borders
N Cascade Ave & N Townsend Ave

Garage/ Workshop accessd from
N Cascade

2 bed/1 bath
Residential/Commercial

Peg Evanoika,
Broker Associate

970-209-3934
Realtor@PegEvanoika.com
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passive solar ENVELOPE home
on 39 acres at $1,265,000

3 bed, 3 bath, 3424 SqFt NG\ § o
remodeled 2020-2025 MLS # 824397

Massive post-and-beam timbers designed to capture and retain 830 Tiyoweh Trail
the sun’s radiant heat during winter months

* Beautiful white oak flooring, knotty oak cabinetry,
and a dramatic stone fireplace
* Fully finished lower level with wood stove and % steam bath
* Mostly covered and lighted 9' x 16’ Trex-floored porch
spanning the entire east side of the home
* Glass-enclosed south-facing sunroom plus a north morning porch
connected by an additional 15" x 12’ porch
* Unique passive airflow design with
remotely operable windows for natural ventilation
* Sweeping, unobstructed views from inside and out
« Lovingly maintained with considerable upgrades and updates J/) é:VﬂM 5 (é a
* Easily accessible 39-acre setting offering privacy and space for hiking, Eﬁ'
riding, and outdoor enjoyment BROKER ASSOCIATE
= A rare and distinctive mountain property blending comfort, craftsmanship, SRES.CRS.MRP

and connection to nature
Celll-970-209-3934
Realtor@PegEvanoika.com

Century 21 Elevated Real Estate www.The-RES.com

500 E. Main 5t. Montrose, CO 970-249-5673
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COLORADO NEWS BRIEFS

SECURE YOUR LOAD BEFORE YOU HIT THE ROAD!

Special to the Mirror
COLORADO — Warmer temperatures signal peak times to move, camp and complete yard work across Colorado. But before load-
ing up the back of a pickup, filling a trailer, or strapping items to your roof, Colorado State troopers are reminding drivers that un-
secured loads can quickly become dangerous haz-
ards. Falling items or items left on roadways often
N eed a n x_ Ra ’ lead to crashes, injuries, and roadway closures, not
y ® to mention costly cleanup efforts.

Last year, the Colorado State Patrol stopped 355
drivers across Colorado for spilling or failing to
properly cover their loads.

Colorado Law under Colorado Revised Statute
(C.R.S.) 42-4-1407 prohibits operating any vehicle on
a highway unless the vehicle and its load are con-
structed, loaded, or securely covered to prevent
cargo from blowing, dropping, shifting, leaking, or
otherwise escaping onto the roadway. Drivers must
ensure all cargo is properly secured using ropes,
straps, chains, netting, or other appropriate tie-
downs, and that loose materials are covered with a
securely fastened tarp.

Whether using a work vehicle, your personal vehi-
cle, or a rental, the driver is responsible for properly
transporting equipment or securing the load. It’s up
to you to help keep roadways clear of debris and
hazards.

Tips for Safely Securing Your Load

Drivers hauling cargo in personal vehicles or trailers
should remember these important safety practices:
-Nothing Can Fall: A load is considered secure if it is
unable to slide, shift, fall, or become airborne during
transport.

-Cover Loose Materials: Gravel, dirt, mulch, yard
waste, trash, and recyclables should be completely
covered with a securely fastened tarp.-Tie Down

[ QUiCk, in-and-out experience Large Items: Furniture, appliances, equipment, and

other oversized cargo should be secured. You may

e Less expensive than hospital visit need to use ropes, chains, cargo netting, or even
h -d h .
e State-of-the-art technology ey re et s rape

-Load Heavy Items First: Place heavier items on the
bottom and as low as possible. If you are utilizing a

i“ trailer, center the heavy items or place them slightly
> Ambulatory Care Center ahead of the trailer’s axles.
MONTROSE 3330 S. Rio Grande Ave. No matter how short the trip, drivers should always
REGIONAL HEALTH Montrose, CO 81401 take the time to properly secure their cargo before
? ) 7 getting on the road. Attempting to hold a load in
Imaging:at River Landing 970'497'5976 place by having a passenger ride on or with the car-

go is not safe and is not an acceptable substitute for
montrosehealth.com/imaging Proper tie?downs. If a.load cannot remain secure on

its own using appropriate straps, chains, ropes,
netting, or a tarp, it is not ready for transport. Tak-
ing a few extra minutes to secure your load properly
can prevent serious crashes, injuries, and unneces-
sary tragedies.
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BROKER ASSOCIATE

BUYING
OR SELLING

970-209-3934

REALTOR@PegEvanoika.com

LET'S WORK ON THAT TOGETHER!

Mu husband and | have been part of the community since
1972. This is where we roised our family and have been
Involved in our own businesses Including rentals, farming,
and ranching. My focus is on assisting buyers ond sellers in
achieving their real estate goaols, whether it's residentiol ,
Investment. working with first-time homebuuyers or senlors

I'm proud to serve such o wonderful area and community.

I WOULD LIKE T0O WORK FOR AND WITH YOU

Behind Every Transaction
is a real estate agem‘

who hamﬁed fhe Problems

yOU never /znew

existed.

CENTURY 21 ELEVATED REAL ESTATE
A 500 E. MAIN. 970-249-5671 THE-RES.COM
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| MLS - 824291 8555 COFFEY ROAD “

. $610,000 AUSTIN, CO 81410

TP L v Ay, T BT BN LR T S A T

FEATURES: CENTURY 21

4 Bed + 1 Non Conforming/Office Elevated Real Estate
2.75 Bath

2 Living Areas Holly Hensley
2,820 Sq. Ft. +970-208-4689

5.97 Acres with Irrigation Water : 520 E. Mgig ;lt;i "
ontrose,
2 Car Garage + Shed
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NATIONAL

m ASSOCIATION OF ’ = SRES

REALTORS®

Retiring,
downsizing
or selling
a family home?

A Seniors Real Estate Specialist”
is uniquely qualified to counsel
buyers and sellers
& is there to:

represent your interests,
offer guidance and the resources

you need to help you
through a time of transition.

Elevated Real Estate,
500 £ Main. Montrose, CO
970-249-7655 www.The-RES.com
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Country living without

compromise.

58177 Garner Ln. Olathe, CO
MLS # 831829 Priced at; 5 959 900

+ Rural cul-de-sac setting with privacy, views, and peaceful surroundings
« +Built in 2020 with 2,772 sq ft and desirable split floor plan
« +Main level: 4 bedrooms + 2% baths with distinctive finishes
« +Private 5th bedroom suite above garage with % bath,
« skylight, and southern views

Spacious kitchen with pantry, island, and dining bar
» +Bright breakfast area opening to covered outdoor living
« +Covered patio with outdoor kitchen & BBQ area
« + Additional storage and outbuildings
- Convenient location between Olathe and Montrose

ated Real EState,
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CIMARRON

FAMILY PRACTICE

Calf -(ym.c can. count on

What is Direct Primary Care?

Direct Primary Care (DPC) is a simple, membership-
based model of healthcare. Instead of billing insurance,
patients pay a flat monthly fee directly to their physician.
This covers most primary care services, including office
visits, longer appointments, timely access during regular
office hours, and secure messaging for non-urgent questions.

Because there’s no insurance paperwork, I can spend more time
with you, focus on prevention and long-term health, and keep care
straightforward and transparent. Patients who carry insurance

can still use it for services outside the practice, such as labs,
imaging, and medications, while their Direct Primary Care
membership covers their ongoing primary care with me. If labs are
needed and you don't carry insurance, I can help you get this at
more affordable prices.

DPC works alongside insurance, not instead of it — insurance is
still used for emergencies, hospital care, and specialists, while
your DPC doctor manages your everyday healthcare and helps
coordinate the rest.

To learn more, visit the FAQ section on our website at
www.CimarronFamilyPractice.com. Or, visit the ‘Membership’
or ‘For Employers’ pages for pricing.

Cimarron Family Practice PLLC

Milestone Building M: 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM
1404 Hawk Parkway, Suite 217D Tu: 12:00 PM - 7:00 PM
Montrose, CO 81401 - W:9:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Th 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM
F By appointment only
ey

P: (970) 275-5227 | F: (970) 447-1559
hello@CimarronFamilyPractice.com

www.CimarronFamilyPractice.com
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Call me for all your
Real Estate Questions
and Information

_ "‘\\
Diane Haynes, =
GRI, ABR, CRS
Century 21 ElevatedIRESRES

dianehaynes@outlo OIT
dianehaynerealtor@dJiie

970-596-3521
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: COMMENTARY

IF YOU CAN'T BEAT ‘EM, JOIN THEM!

Downtown Montrose Business and Property Owner’s “Need to Feed” at the Public Trough on Full Display

By David White

As some of you reading this may know,
there was a bit of a kerfuffle going on at
City Hall a short time ago over an appar-
ent “clerical error” with the City of Mont-
rose’s 2026 budget that resulted in a sig-
nificant funding discrepancy for the Devel-
opment and Revitalization Team (DART),
where the budgeted amount was mistak-
enly entered as $4,200 instead of the in-
tended $242,640. This error led to discus-
sions on how to address the funding issue
and restore the “necessary support” for
DART's economic development programs.
When the “discrepancy” was made pub-
lic, you would have thought that the
equivalent of a suspension of Social Secu-
rity benefits had befallen mostly down-
town businesses and property owners.
The City Council was bombarded with calls
and public comments before and at their
City Council Work Session meeting on
June 15™ with over a dozen local business
owners and members of the community
encouraging them to support fixing the
error.

The funding that DART provides supports
various initiatives, including facade im-
provement grants; mural projects; public
art programs; emergency restaurant re-
pair grants; downtown beautification
efforts, etc. At the last City Council
meeting on July 7th, discussions focused
on restoring the funding and ensuring that
future budget processes are more accu-
rate. The “clerical error” was corrected
restoring full funding to the program on a
4-1 vote.

With this background and as | have re-
ported over the last few years, the City
has spent millions of dollars (your tax dol-
lars) on these projects as well as other
more capital intense developments such
as the Rathbone Hotel (over $1.5M) and
Colorado Outdoors development which
came to life under the Montrose Urban
Renewal Authority (MURA) in late 2016
and into early 2017. Through that process,
we learned that in order to create an Ur-
ban Renewal Authority (URA) certain re-

quirements had to be met.

In Colorado, URAs are local public entities
created to revitalize designat-
ed "blighted" areas that meet specific
statutory criteria (such as deteriorating
structures or inadequate infrastruc-
ture). They function primarily
through Tax Increment Financing (TIF), a
mechanism where URAs capture
the incremental increase in property and
sales tax revenues generated by new de-
velopment or rising property values, ra-
ther than levying new taxes or raising ex-
isting rates. The City Council, acting as the
MURA Board of Directors, declared the
ENTIRE City of Montrose to be “blighted”
in 2017 and a “base” level value was de-
termined for properties in the URA. All
increases above that as well as sales tax
revenue generated in the URA stay in the
URA for as long as 25 to perhaps 30 years
depending on how the URA is structured.
So why was the City declared to be blight-
ed? Perhaps it was to plan for a future
that would see the formation of URA Dis-
tricts throughout the City which, coinci-
dentally, are now coming to light in a very
methodical fashion with a focus on the
“historic downtown” area. A pattern has
now emerged that | find quite interesting
and suspect that many of the ideas that
have led to where the City is about to take
these upcoming URA Districts have come
from sojourns to the non-profit organiza-
tion Downtown Colorado, Inc. and their
conferences and meetings.

Basically, what has been happening is
that a property owner or an investor with
an interest in buying downtown property
is approached by the City’s contracted
Business Development Director (Anthony
Russo) or other official about investing in
downtown Montrose. A purchase is made
and then next steps are followed to have
the property declared historic. Once that
happens then the money starts to flow
through grants or low interest loans or
now, through subsidies created by having
the property located in an URA. This has
happened with increased frequency.

The building that housed the now closed
Wild Horse Wine and Whiskey Bar, locat-
ed at 439 East Main was acquired by the
Dragoo family who facilitated the original
formation of MURA with their Colorado
Outdoors project. They’re seeking histori-
cal designation of the building for tax pur-
poses. The Montrose location of Produc-
ers Co-Op located at 38 West Main Street
is being acquired by the City in a swap
agreement for the City’s soon to be va-
cant Public Works Facility on the San Juan
Bypass (this is being done without a public
sale process just like the “sale” of the His-
toric City Hall which occurred a few years
ago for substantially below market value
and which cheated taxpayers of hundreds
of thousands of dollars that should have
gone into the public treasury).

Once enough properties have been desig-
nated historic and presumably blighted, a
new URA District is created. And this is the
new way to save downtown Montrose?
Interesting. Not only interesting, but one
needs to look at who some of the players
are in all of this. Let’s give it a go.

Downtown Colorado, Inc. (according to
available research) is a nonprofit member-
ship association (the City pays an annual
fee to them) that sup-
ports downtowns, business improvement
districts (BIDs), downtown development
authorities (DDAs), and urban renewal
authorities. Their mission is to
“build prosperous, equitable, creative,
and welcoming communities by providing
tools, resources, advocacy, mentorship,
and education.”

In order to facilitate what appears to be
coming for our downtown area (an area
that, in spite of millions of tax dollars
spent to spiff it up, can’t seem to support
businesses nor make the area a destina-
tion point) the City has been paying the
law firm Bear Peak Law, LLC thousands of
dollars in legal fees related to the creation
of these new downtown URA Districts all
to be managed under the Montrose Ur-
ban Renewal Authority’s Board, aka the

City Council.
Continued next pg
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Bear Peak Law is specialized legal firm
based in Boulder, Colorado, that provides
strategic counsel to real estate develop-
ers, landowners, and investors. The firm
focuses on guiding clients through the
complexities of land acquisition, develop-
ment, and disposition, offering services
that range from entity formation and joint
ventures to public-private partnerships
and tax increment financing.

On top of these entities, the City has had
a long-term relationship with Anderson
Analytics, LLC (Colorado Springs) who per-
form Tax Increment Financing Revenue
Projections and Financing Capacity Analy-
sis for MURA.

In addition to these three entities, the
City has been working very closely with
the Colorado Historical Foundation to
finance projects that have or will occur in
the historic downtown area. To be noted
and understood, the Colorado Historical
Foundation (CHF) is a private, nonprofit
entity. It is established as a 501(c)(3)
charitable nonprofit organization that
operates independently to support history
and preservation projects

statewide. While it collaborates with pub-
lic agencies and administers funds like the
State Historical Fund on behalf of the
state, the foundation itself is not a gov-
ernment body nor is it funded by the
State of Colorado. It is, in simple lay-
man’s terms, a mortgage company.

The President of the Colorado Historical
Foundation (CHF) is local resident by the
name of Catherine Stroh. She is a frequent
guest of the City Manager and often ac-
companies him and City Staff to Down-
town Colorado, Inc. conferences and is

The Mirror:
many views,
one newspap

JA

very involved in gaining “historic designa-
tions” for downtown buildings on behalf
of clients who are seeking a financial ad-
vantage when adding such properties to
their portfolios or investment accounts. As
a side note, Ms. Stroh’s husband, an archi-
tect, recently tried to run for Montrose
County Commissioner but was unable to
gain support from GOP delegates to the
County Assembly to make it onto the re-
cent Primary Election Ballot. Both Stroh’s
were active in the recall campaign against
former Commissioner Scott Mijares last
year.

CHF arranges financing of the purchase,
renovation or restoration of properties
that have been designated as historic
through Federal, State or Local historic
boards or commissions. The financing
plans are attractive (https://cohf.or
preservation-loans-jwp/) so it’s no won-
der that the City is working closely with
them.

So, you might ask, what’s the point of all
of the above? While supporters of what
the City is doing point to a new downtown
URA District or, as is the case here,
“Districts” as well as believe that a new
URA will encourage infill development and
the elimination of “blight” to, among oth-
er reasons, improve public safety, and
create jobs and affordable housing, the
real net result is that property owners
nearby as well as those inside the URA
boundaries gain increases in their invest-
ments from increased property val-

ues and improved infrastructure without
paying direct URA fees. Somewhat selfish
if you ask me, but that’s what the capital-
istis in it for, so you can’t blame them for

what they’re being sold.

However and more to the point, critics
contend that URAs divert tax revenue
away from sister governments (schools,
counties, special districts), creating finan-
cial burdens for these entities. Recent
legal challenges, such as the Kaiser v. Au-
rora Urban Renewal Authority ruling, have
highlighted disputes over how tax incre-
ments are calculated, with some arguing
the system allows municipalities to subsi-
dize private development at the expense
of broader public funds. And that folks is
what this is all about in my opinion. More
giveaways by your City leaders.

Based upon how things have gone so far
with the Colorado Outdoors project con-
trolled by MURA, the good ole boys who
are playing ball in Montrose real estate
are going to be the winners at the end of
the day. We, good folks, won’t be. The
millions of dollars “loaned” to MURA may
never be paid back and they know it. But
what the heck is a good Ponzi Scheme all
about if you can’t keep it going. Someday,
the music is going to stop. | hope every-
one has a chair when it does.

Mr. White is an active citizen & communi-
ty leader as well as a business owner,
entrepreneur, former Colorado Springs
City Councilor and Montrose City Counci-
lor as well as Montrose Mayor. He was a
two-term Montrose County Commission-
er and has served on many boards and
commissions during his career. He was
most recently the Interim Montrose
County Manager. He & his wife are the
parents of six children and have 10
grandchildren & a great grandchild.
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WIS ToRIC
ORI SC PROIPLERTY

COMMERCIAL -RESIDENTIAL
ZONED B-2 >

$499,900

MLS # 829853 & 835480

230-228 S. 2"° ST.

e 10 PARKING SPACES

* ADA COMPLIANT

e BACK PRIVACY FENCED

* LOVINGLY CARED FOR MAINTAINED AND UPDATED.
* MAIN FLOOR HAS BEEN A STYLING SALON

» 2"° FLOOR IS AN APARTMENT .
PegEvanoika

Realtor@PegEvanoika.com
( ENTURY 21 ELEVATE REAL ESTATS 970-209-3934
2] 00 E. MAISN ST, MONTROSE, CO., 970-249-567 www.The-RES.com
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Your home is wai*ing...

B.e.au*h(t;/y. maintained and move-in rea.w@
1565 Hickory Drive .
$499,000

MLS #823945

Immaculate 1637 sq fF home
fu//y Privacy fenced back yard,

9rani1‘e coum{er*ops,

wood-laminate ﬁoormg

new carpe* n Primary bedroom
spacious 5 piece bath

covered pa‘fio

Peg Evanoika,

Broker Associate
970-209-3934
Realtor@PegEvanoika.com


mailto:realtor@pegevanoika.com

The Montrose Mirror July 13,2026

YOUR NEW HOME AWAITS
IN
BROWN RANCH

s

3805 Chestnut MLS # 836819
Offered at $615,990

Under construction, large backyard
is ready for your design.

3 car garage, split floor plan,
open,spacious full of light and
tasteful design. Laminate flooring,
guartz countertops.

3 beds, 2 baths, 1732 sq ft.

2
\\Vi\b

.l. _/Nv‘
970-209-3934 Realtor@aPegEvanoika.com

Peg Evanoika
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Perspective or Gaslighting?
Criticism of City Manager Bell — Warranted or Not?

By David White

In an opinion piece in last week's Mirror,
community activist Beth McCorkle offered
her perspective on this writer’s ongoing
criticism of City Manager Bill Bell and his
documented misuse of taxpayer dollars to
fund his personal P.R. campaign as well as
numerous other expenditures that have
benefited him and his family along with
other questionable personal interests. The
list is seemingly endless.

Ms. McCorkle opined and suggested that
(and | quote) “At some point, it becomes
reasonable to ask whether this is really
about accountability or whether it has
become personal.” That is a totally fair
question to ask. Quite simply, as a former-
ly elected official at both the municipal
and county levels with 16 years of experi-
ence and as a private citizen and decades
long business owner, for me, it’s all about
accountability.

The actions that this City Manager has
taken over the course of his 15 years as
City Manager would have seen him termi-
nated by most of the City Councils and
County Commissions | have served on, yet
he soldiers on with multiple Councils
agreeing (with or without a full under-
standing of what was taking place with
the municipal checkbook) to keep him
employed. Perhaps they more than Mr.
Bell are where the problem lies. It’s time
to take these DOCUMENTED accountabil-
ity questions directly to the elected offi-
cials as NOTHING has impacted Mr. Bell
and his Staff to thwart their ongoing be-
haviors.

An additional comment made by Ms.
McCorkle that is worth considering is in
the statement “Accountability is healthy
(I agree). Persistent personal criticism is
something else (I disagree). If there are

concerns about spending, let's examine
the spending (I agree). If there are con-
cerns about City policies, let's debate
those policies (I agree). If there are con-
cerns about management decisions, let's
discuss the decisions (once again, |
agree).”

“Persistent personal criticism” is a bit of
an overstatement in my opinion. Bringing
information forward that even Ms.
McCorkle agrees is worth considering
when questionable spending of taxpayer
dollars is called out is not “criticism”, it’s
making a public servant accountable for
their actions. | have yet to find anyone in
the Montrose community that does the
research that | do on that subject. The
mainstream media is noticeably inept at
anything remotely resembling investiga-
tive journalism which gives folks like Mr.
Bell and his buddies plenty of leeway to
grease the proverbial skids for their per-
sonal agendas cloaked by the shell game
they play with your dollars.

So, my “perspective” on Mr. Bell could be
interpreted as an attempt to “gaslight”
the reader by Ms. McCorkle in that a re-
cent interview with WKRP in Montrose
(https://wkrpmontrose.com/p/you-re-
doing-less-than-both-of-these-people-
and-they-Il-inspire-you-to-do-more) re-
vealed that she has some close ties to the
City and several organizations that rely on
the City and its generosity. She serves as
an alternate on the City’s Planning Com-
mission. Works with Region 10 (partially
funded by the City) and their RSVP pro-
gram. Is active in leadership with the
Montrose Pride organization as their Vice
President. Is involved with the Red Cross
locally as well as Partners. She has also
worked for the Montrose Daily Press and
Montrose Regional Health. All have ties

that some say bind.

Connections that fit her interests suggest
a possible political future for her. Her view
of the current City Council and the “Gang
of 3” (Michael Badagliacco, Adam Wood-
den and Ed Ulibari) as she calls them is
telling (watch the video in the above link)
and suggests something’s up. Of particular
interest is her reference at the end of her
letter to her affiliation with a group by the
name of Neighbors for Good Governance.
Turns out, this is a new non-profit organi-
zation that was registered with the State
of Colorado on June 5, 2026, and was
formed by Democrat Party operative Linda
Gann who, along with Democrat Party
benefactor and Community Activist Phoe-
be Benziger, co-founded the “Recall Scott
Mijares Committee” that led the effort to
recall Commissioner Mijares from office. |
guess, like with anyone, you’re known by
the company you keep.

While Ms. McCorkle and | might disagree
on our approach to the challenges and
opportunities (to quote her) that lie ahead
for our community, we can certainly agree
to having an adult conversation about
what the future looks like for all of us who
live in this beautiful part of the world. I'm
game. Any time, anywhere!

Mr. White is an active citizen & communi-
ty leader as well as a business owner,
entrepreneur, former Colorado Springs
City Councilor and Montrose City Counci-
lor as well as Montrose Mayor. He was a
two-term Montrose County Commission-
er and has served on many boards and
commissions during his career. He was
most recently the Interim Montrose
County Manager. He & his wife are the
parents of six children and have 10
grandchildren & a great grandchild.
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2753 Country Club Way
MONTROSE, CO 81401
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5‘—'83 OO() ¢ 1737 SQFT « 3BED/2 BATH
N - _f ) Ny ; « 2 CAR GARAGE » FRONT PORCH
MLS #83318l1

» NEW ROOF « NEWDW

SHINGLES « $5,000.00 FLOOR
+ STORAGE SHED ALLOWANCE

MULTIPLE LISTING SERVICES

LESLIE GORE
PRESENTED BY C21 ELEVATED 970-275-3195 LESLIEGOREREALTOR@GMAIL COM
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HIDDEN LAKE: YOUR PEACEFUL
PLACE TO CALL HOME
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a1 62650 LaSalle Road =
Montrose, Colorado [ 2
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Comfort, community and Colorado living —
all in one beautiful neighborhood

@ Beautlfully maintained grounds

% Pet-fnendly community

& Montrose sunshine, mountain
views, relaxed lifestyle

4+ B Peaceful green space

%€ On-site management

e
WHY PEOPLE LOVE HIDDEN LAKE

o Private Fishing Lake e Enclosed Playground
§  Basketball and with Zipline
" Pickleball Courts  « Community Center

» Dog Agility Parks ~ « Pet & Family Friendly

© managerethehiddenlakecommunity.com
: Monday-Saturday, 8AM-5PM
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ELEVATED

PREMIER HIGHWAY

COMMERCIAL SHOW

EXCEPTIONAL VISIBILITY = EXPANSIVE FACILITIES ¢ UNLIMITED POTENTIAL

12,740 SF Q &/}02 OFFERED AT
HEATED ’ ' $

899 000

MLS #835314

COMMERCIAL | 3.67 HIGHWAY 50 SE(‘URE

FACILITY ACRES FRONTAGE GZE(;JS;ESS

1325 & 1319 HIGHWAY 50 « DELTA, COLORADO 81416
Le-s/:‘e &
SToirn s A [andmark
1 LESLIEGOREREALTOR@GMAIL.COM .
i3 HTTPS://TINYURL,COM/iSLIEGORECN WMZ Q”/WW

fH1 HIGH VISIBILITY. HIGH POTENTIAL ifls BUILT FOR YOUR SUCCESS
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CARTOON BY TIM JONES

g@@@ @mg by Tim Jones
NOW...I supposj
YOU WANT TO
ORDER SOMETHING?

I MEAN, I MAY AS WELL
NOT TAKE A STUPID LUNCH
BREAK ‘CUZ I DON'T EVEN
HAVE TIME TO EAT MY
STUPID LUNCH, ANYWAY!

/ AESOP, T JUST GOT BACK
FROM LLINCH BREAK. THAT'S
THE FASTEST HALF HOLUR OF
MY SHIFT! IT'S LIKE I
NEVER WENT!
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https://www.gocomics.com/sour-grapes

Premier Sponsor: WE Oy,
N A ™S
Montrose Farmers Market i ,',‘;,:;'-!--_f"‘--\
970-249-0705 00 )
LY 4

Horsefly Brewing « INTROSY
970-249-6889

Jimmer’'s BBQ,
Burgers & Beer
970-252-1227

Alpen Confections Lighthouse Eatery

Fiesta Guadalajara 970-648-0609
Re-Opening 2026 970-964-7570
970-249-2460 Crash Burger .
Ray's Corner Cafe

970-249-0825 970-417-4340

El Jimador sty

970-249-8990 Coffee Trader Rib Ci
970-249-6295 ST 9"; .

Busy Corner White Kitchen 970-787-9021 TenE

970-323-6215 Stone House

Tacos & Beer 970-240-8899

Delta: CB's Tavern 970-964-4448
970-399-3570

- _—

Sidelines Sports Bar

Tacos & Beer on Main 970-765-0129

970-964-4999

Delta: Pour Ernie's

AN S 970-546-0074

970-249-6442
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Peaceful Place to Call Home LOT #811
Ho i i! | ° 1 62650 LaSalle Road
Montrose, Colorado

PRICE DROP: NOW $125,000

. \ﬁ 3 Bed/2 Bath ﬁ Lock & leave

m] -
I T «g»| Open concept : y e
1216 Square Feet - w i !
@ quar _ﬂ{_::,_“ floor plan .', Rent for '
WM | ocated near ‘% — L *y H
‘l@. I | oot o carking Hidden laundry room ; the Flrst ;

Financing Available at 5 1/2% Interest Month!’ -

*ONLY $1,761.00 per month
($947.00 mortgage plus $814.00 lot rent)

*WAC. Estimated payment, rates and terms may vary

CALL Now based on credit history. Not all applicants will

qualify. Subject to lender terms & conditions. Actual

term, rate, APR, and loan amount may vary.*
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COMMUNITY OBITUARIES

MARDELL TRUJILLO

October 1, 1949 — June 20, 2026

With heavy
hearts, we
announce
the passing
of our be-
loved
Mardell
"Mardy" Tru-
jillo, who
entered into
the presence
of her Lord
and Savior, Jesus Christ, on June 20, 2026,
at the age of 76.

Mardy was born on October 1, 1949, in
her mother's lifelong home in Montrose,
Colorado, to Trinidad Morales and Lilly
Martinez-Aguilar. She was raised in Mont-
rose alongside her ten siblings and attend-
ed Montrose schools, graduating from
Montrose High School.

She is survived by her siblings: Leroy Mo-
rales of Montrose, Colorado; Gene Mo-
rales of Edmond, Oklahoma; Dale Morales
of Denver, Colorado; Gloria Morales of
Montrose, Colorado; Elaine (Del) Magda-
leno of Gunnison, Colorado; and Patsy
(Bill) Quintana of Albuquerque, New Mex-
ico. She was preceded in death by her
brothers Manuel Morales, Trini Morales,
and Lloyd Morales, and her sister Barbara
Morales.

After graduating from high school, Mardy
spent time in California, where she en-
joyed many new experiences, including
attending a memorable Santana concert.
Upon returning to Colorado, she and her
father moved to Center, Colorado. It was
there that she met the love of her life,
Andres "Filemon" Trujillo. They were unit-
ed in marriage on October 22, 1975, and
together built a life filled with love, faith,
and family. They were blessed with three

children: Melissa Trujillo, Cynthia Trujillo,
and Phil Trujillo. During her younger
years, Mardy devoted herself to raising
her family as a homemaker while also
working part-time sorting potatoes in the
fields around Center. She approached
every role in life with dedication, humility,
and grace.

Although she never belonged to a partic-
ular church congregation, Mardy's faith in
the Lord Jesus Christ was the foundation
of her life. She opened her home for Bible
studies, welcomed family and friends for
countless gatherings, and shared God's
love through her kindness, generosity,
and unwavering faith. Her home was a
place where everyone felt loved, accept-
ed, and encouraged.

Mardy possessed a beautiful creative
spirit. She loved writing songs and poetry
and was blessed with the opportunity to
write professionally for country singers.
Music brought her great joy, and she
loved to sing and dance whenever she had
the chance. She also had a remarkable gift
for gardening. Her yard was always
bursting with colorful flowers, reflecting
the beauty and care she poured into eve-
rything she touched.

In 1990, at the age of 40, Mardy experi-
enced one of life's greatest blessings—
becoming a grandmother. From that mo-
ment on, she became known simply and
lovingly as "Nan." Being a grandmother
was more than a title; it became her
greatest joy and purpose. Her grandchil-
dren were the light of her life, and she
cherished every moment spent with
them.

Mardy is survived by her husband Andres
“Filemon” Trujillo, her children, Melissa
Trujillo and Phil Trujillo, and she leaves
behind seven beloved grandchildren: De-

siree (Laura) McKibben of Montrose, Colo-
rado; Deidre (Kaleb) Robinson of Mont-
rose, Colorado; Troy McKibben of Mont-
rose, Colorado; Devon (Veronica)
Miramontes of Olathe, Colorado; Destiny
Miramontes of Alamosa, Colorado; Delilah
Trujillo of Denver, Colorado; and Lexi Tru-
jillo of Denver, Colorado. She was also
blessed with ten great-grandchildren,
each of whom brought her immense pride
and happiness. She also has numerous
nieces and nephews.

Mardy was preceded in death by her be-
loved parents, Trinidad Morales and Lilly
Martinez-Aguilar; her cherished daughter,
Cynthia Trujillo; her grandson, Damian
Miramontes; her brothers Manuel Mo-
rales, Trini Morales, and Lloyd Morales;
and her sister Barbara Morales.

Mardy will be remembered for her stead-
fast faith, compassionate heart, infectious
laughter, beautiful singing voice, creative
talents, welcoming home, and uncondi-
tional love for her family. Her life was a
testament to God's love, and her legacy
will continue through the countless lives
she touched with her kindness and gener-
osity.

A Celebration of Life will be held on Fri-
day, July 10, 2026, at 10:30 a.m. at Crippin
Funeral Home in Montrose, Colorado.
Mardy had a special love for the color red.
In her honor, the family kindly asks that
attendees wear red and black to the ser-
vice. There will be a luncheon to follow.
Though she is no longer with us in body,
her spirit lives on in the lessons she
taught, the faith she demonstrated, the
love she so freely gave, and the quiet,
enduring imprint she left on every heart
she touched.

As nanny always said, “Everybody be hap-
py, the lord loves you!”
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DANIEL JOSEPH BESHOAR

July 23, 1940 — June 25, 2026

DANIEL J. BESHOAR, beloved husband,
father, grandfather, educator, out-
doorsman, and writer, passed away
peacefully at his home in Montrose, Colo-
rado, on June 25, 2026, at the age of 85.
Dan was born on July 23, 1940, to Barron
and Sally Beshoar in Denver, CO. He grad-
uated from Regis High School before earn-
ing his degree from Regis University,
where he began preparing for a career
that would profoundly impact generations
of students.

An innovative educator well ahead of his
time, Dan dedicated his career to helping
young people discover their potential. He
began teaching in Silverton, CO, before a
move to Montrose High School. At Cen-
tennial Middle School, he pioneered the
UPS (Unlimited Potential School) Program,
creating a "school within a school" for at-
risk students or unengaged students. Cen-
tered on experiential education, the pro-
gram recognized that students often learn
best by doing, exploring, and discovering.
Dan's greatest passions naturally found
their way into his classroom. He devel-
oped the highly popular Outdoor Skills
class, introducing countless students to
the outdoors, conservation, and self-
reliance. He also created the Literary Her-
itage class, in which his love of reading
and writing talent inspired students to
appreciate literature and storytelling.

His vision extended far beyond the class-
room walls. Through partnerships with the
Youth Conservation Corps, the Bureau of
Land Management, and members of the
local community, Dan helped create an
archaeological dig site at Centennial Mid-

dle School that became the centerpiece of

a hands-on Colorado History curriculum
for the UPS program. His ability to bring
people together in support of meaningful

educational experiences reflected both his

creativity and his commitment to stu-
dents.
Dan's connection to the outdoors extend-

ed well beyond education. During his sum-

mers, he served as a wildland firefighter
for the Bureau of Land Management and
the U.S. Forest Service, embracing the
hard work and camaraderie of protecting
the public lands he loved. After retiring
from teaching, he returned to the forests
in a new role as a Small Timber Sale Ad-
ministrator with the U.S. Forest Service,
where he continued his lifelong steward-
ship of the natural resources that had
shaped so much of his life.

Outside of work, Dan found his greatest
peace in the outdoors. He was an avid
upland game and waterfowl hunter, pas-
sionate fly fisherman, and cherished
spending time on the rivers and wild plac-
es of the American West. His adventures
inspired numerous short stories published
in outdoor magazines, allowing him to
combine his love of nature with his gift for
writing. Whether casting a fly into a quiet
stream, walking behind bird dogs through
autumn fields, or putting pen to paper,
Dan found joy in the beauty and stories of
the natural world.

He is survived by his loving wife, Sharon
Beshoar (Cullerton); his brother, Barron
Beshoar, and wife Wendy; his sons, Brian
Beshoar, Barrett Beshoar and his wife,
Carin, and Dwayne Beshoar and his wife,

Stephanie; and his beloved grandchildren,
William (Liam), Elizabeth, Rebecca, Helen,
Mark, Olivia, Clara, Julia, and Jack. His
family was his greatest source of pride,
and he delighted in watching each new
generation grow.

Dan will be remembered for his adven-
turous spirit, quiet wisdom, boundless
curiosity, and unwavering belief that edu-
cation should inspire students to experi-
ence the world, not simply read about it.
Whether in a classroom, on a fire line, in
the forests of the West, or beside a favor-
ite trout stream, he lived a life defined by
service, curiosity, and a profound respect
for the natural world. His influence lives
on in the countless students whose lives
he changed, the family he cherished, the
stories he wrote, and the rivers and moun-
tains he loved so deeply.
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MILDRED ANN STURGEON

December 28, 1949 — June 23, 2026

¥ ner, a weaver, a sculptor, a musician, a
librarian, a puppeteer (and more). She
even started a YouTube channel in her
70s, despite her deep disdain for technol-
y ogy.

Whatever name you knew her by, and
whatever context you knew her in, you
also know that her faith in Jesus was of
the utmost importance to her, and what-
ever hat she was wearing, she always

# wore it in a way that glorified God and
loved his people well.

Mildred was always giving gifts to people.
If you knew her, you likely have some-
thing that used to belong to her or some-
thing she created just for you: a book she
a5y | wrote, a musical instrument, a hand-
1,44 woven project, a piece of pottery. She
loved making things, and she loved
putting time and effort into her hand-
made gifts as a way to show her love for
others.

Mildred also loved groups of people. She
was drawn to Native American tribes, the
Mennonite community, the Weaver's

Whether you knew her as Mildred, Ann,
Anna, or Blue, you probably knew her to
be someone who wore many hats. She
was a loving wife, mother, sister, and
friend. She was a student, a teacher, an
avid writer, and reader. She was a spin-

Guild, and various church congregations
over the years. She said she loved the
idea of belonging somewhere. While we
know we have to say goodbye to one of
the world's most loving, creative people,
we know that she's spending eternity in
heaven with the one who created all
things, and we can’t imagine anyone who
belongs there more.

Mildred passed away on June 23, 2026.
She is survived by her husband of 54
years, Ron Sturgeon; her sons, Roy, Joel,
and lan; her beloved grandchildren, Noah,
Levi, Rhiannon, Gabriel, Darrin, Ali, Em-
mett, and Eli; and her great-grandson,
Owen.

Join us in celebrating her faith, generosi-
ty, and love for others as we remember
Mildred Ann Sturgeon.

A memorial service will be held at the
Church of Christ at 164 Grand Blvd. in
Delta, Colorado, on Saturday, July 11,
2026, at 11:00 a.m.

In lieu of flowers, please make donations
to Friends of the Montrose Library.

FRANCIS PAUL DUCKETT
January 3, 1938 — July 4, 2026

FRANK DUCKETT was born January 3, 1938, in Asheville, N. C., to Charles Duckett and Ida |
Faye Bryson Duckett. He was the second of four children; all of whom predeceased him.
He grew up in Asheville and Knoxville, TN.

On his birthday in 1957, Frank enlisted in the United States Air Force. In November of
1963 he married Betty Jean Tye. Three children were born to this union, ,
Frank’s Air Force career necessitated frequent moves and the family lived in many plac-
es, including Arkansas, Spain, California, Nebraska, Georgia, Puerto Rico, Florida, Virginia ‘
and Texas. He retired from the Air Force after 26 years; receiving a meritorious service
award at retirement. He graduated from the University of Texas-San Antonio with a BA
in Political Science in 1986.

The Ducketts relocated to Montrose, CO in 1992. He was longtime member of St. John’s §
Episcopal Church in Ouray. He was an avid, lifelong Tennessee Volunteers football fan
and could often be seen wearing orange in honor of the team.

He is survived by his wife, three children — Elizabeth White of Montrose, Amy Hallmark
(Mike) of Datil, New Mexico, Jeffrey Duckett (Amanda) of Delaware, Ohio, eight grand-
children and nine great-grandchildren.

The family wishes to thank San Juan Cancer Center and Valley Manor Care Center for
the care Frank received.
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By Kathryn R. Burke

REGIONAL-This is the first in a series of
interviews with authors, illustrators, and
publishers who will be attending the Book
Fair in September. David’s book — his first,
a must-read, inspiring, compelling story —
just came out this week. His book signing
will be July 23 at MADA, 17 N. 6" St., from
5:30-7:30pm. He will also be at the 1st
Annual Montrose Book Fair in September.
(Kathryn Burke) KRB: What made you
decide to write this book?

(David Padilla) DP: A lesson | learned, the
hard way, and want to share with others
who may be facing the same struggles
that I did. It is this: Where you start will
never be as important as having the cour-
age to keep going. Don't let your begin-
ning convince you that's where your story
ends.

KRB: Where does your story begin?

DP: | came to this country when | was 5
years old with nothing but my family's
hope for a better life. | didn't know the
language. | didn't know where life would
take me. | just knew we were chasing a
chance. Life wasn't easy. There were
struggles, mistakes, moments of doubt
and fear. Times | wondered if I'd ever be
enough.

KRB: You subtitle your book, “A Memoir
of Resilience and Purpose.” What does
that mean?

DP: This book is my life journey, but it
relates to others on a similar path. It was-
n't written by someone who had all the
answers. It was written by someone who
refused to let his circumstances decide his
future. This is for the kid who feels like
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Author David Padilla, above, has written about his own life experiences to inspire others

who may be struggling. Courtesy photo.

they don't belong. For the teen parent
who's been counted out. For the one
who's been told they'll never make it. For
anyone carrying a past they wish they
could erase. If my journey proves any-
thing, it's this: You build your future from
your past, good and bad; but those are
just building blocks, Only you can make
those blocks strong and determine who
and what you want to be.

KRB: Crossing More Than Just Borders.
What are those borders?

DP: The first one was that big metal fence
we crossed to get from Mexico to the
United States. Then, it was adapting to a
new world: different language, culture,
weather, food. Trying to fit in in a place
where you know you don’t belong. At
times, it was terrifying.

KRB: What helped you get through the
struggles?

DP: Family faith, determination, and spe-
cial mentors who believed in me. Mrs.
Mora, my ESL teacher at Morgan Elemen-
tary (where the library is now)—she- al-
ways told me to keep my head held high
and she never gave up on me. We still
keep in contact. Juan Ramirez—he owned
the shop where | started working during
my darkest days. Now that shop is my
own business, Wicked Mobile Garage. By
example, Juan helped me get my life back
on track. He is one of the biggest reasons
that I am the man | am today.

KRB: You now work with Partners and in
In-School Mentoring Engagement Pro-
gram in Montrose and Delta County.
You’ve come full circle from needing help

Continued next pg
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CROSSING MORE THAN JUST BORDERS: A MEMOIR OF RESILIENCE AND PURPOSE

From previous pg

to helping others.

DP: | plan to continue dedicating my time and energy to working with kids in the community,
helping to guide and mentor the next generation. Through building strong partnerships with
fame-ilies, schools, and community members, | believe real change happens when people
come together with a shared purpose.

David’s book will be available at the Book Singing at MADA, on Thursday, the 23" But sup-
plies are limited. It’s selling quickly. We’ve already ordering a reprint. To be sure you get
your copy, order it online now and have it shipped or pick it up at the book signing. We are
saving some to make sure we have them available for sale there and at the Book Fair.

The web page to read more about David and order his books is: https://sanjuanpub.com/
david-padilla/ Pictured at right: Author David Padilla.

Special to the Mirror

| REGIONAL-Kelly Thompson is retiring after 12 years with HopeWest. Kelly served in
multiple roles before taking the position as Program Director in Montrose. We are
grateful for his influential role in developing strong community relationships and
reaching the countless families who experienced compassionate care when they
needed it most.

“Kelly has been a dedicated leader whose passion, knowledge, and commitment to
excellence have made an impact in Montrose and Ouray counties,” said Vice Presi-
dent of Regional Operations, Jenni Neil. “His leadership and advocacy for the individ-
uals we serve will leave a lasting legacy.”

As we look ahead, we do so with both gratitude for Kelly and his contributions to
HopeWest and all the patients and families we are poised to serve.

Join us in congratulating Kelly on this milestone and wish him all the best in retire-
ment!

At left, Kelly Thompson.



https://sanjuanpub.com/david-padilla/
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Where Confidence

Meets Control.
Try Axonics® Therapy today.

Take control of bladder and bowel symptoms with Axonics
Therapy. This procedure, offered by Michael S. Tonzi, MD,
is a minimally invasive, long-lasting solution designed to
improve quality of life. Experience fewer interruptions,
greater confidence, and personalized care close to home.

AXxonics

Michael S. Tonzi, MD
Board Certified Urologist

= MONTROSE

RECIONAL HEALTH

3330 S. Rio Grande Ave,

Urology Clinic Montrose, CO 81401

970-497-8100

MontroseHealth.com/Urology

ABIGAIL LAMBERT NAMED TO
DEAN’S LIST FOUR
SEMESTERS FOR CSU
AGRICULTURAL/ANIMAL

Special to the Mirror

MONTROSE-Montrose High School Graduate, Abigail Lambert,
class of 2024, has received Dean’s List honors for Colorado
State University College of Agricultural Sciences/Animal Sci-
ence for the last four semesters.

The Dean’s List recognition is awarded to students who com-
pleted 12 or more credits and earned a term grade point aver-
age of 3.80 or higher. https://agsci.colostate.edu/about/deans
-office/deans-list/

DUR

UMBER HAS

CHANGED! re working

\Mobile

D iVisionMobile

Text MIRROR '7-957-0831
to opt-in to our NEW! TEXT alertsl
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. Montrose Ears, Nose and Throat (enter
|

I Charles E. Harper, M.D.

Medical and Surgical Removal of Skin Cancers
| ﬁeatment of Ears, Nose, , 23] S. Nevada Ave. Montrose . from Ears, Face and Neck
| Sinus and Throat 4 L A
I Seoklarng : (/ 870-249-3800 \\ Treatment of Hearing Loss
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COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS

MONTROSE COUNTY FAIR & RODEO CELEBRATES 140 YEARS

Special to the Mirror

MONTROSE - The Montrose County Fair & Rodeo will celebrate a significant milestone this summer as the community gathers for
the 140th annual event July 17-25, 2026. For more than a century, the fair has served as a showcase for local agriculture, youth
achievement, and western heritage.

Montrose County is proud to serve as the Presenting Sponsor of this year's milestone event, which will feature junior livestock
shows, horse events, open class exhibits, rodeo, live entertainment, youth activities, and opportunities for residents and visitors to
celebrate the county's agricultural heritage together.

The fair schedule includes popular events such as the Ranch Rodeo, Team Roping, Buck It Bull Riding, the CPRA Rodeo, Mutton
Bustin', Little Kid Shows, the Rocky Mountain Oyster Fry, royalty events, kids crafts, and the Junior Livestock Auction. The Open
Show features a variety of categories, including art, photography, ceramics, quilting, foods, woodworking, horticulture, and flori-
culture. The fair also highlights the accomplishments of local 4-H and FFA youth who have spent months preparing projects and
livestock for exhibition and competition.

A key part of supporting those young exhibitors is the Stockmen's Buyers Club, which allows local businesses and community
members to invest directly in the next generation of agricultural leaders through participation in the Junior Livestock Auction. Pro-
ceeds from the auction help youth participants reinvest in future projects, save for college, and continue building skills in agricul-
ture, business, and leadership. Community members interested in supporting local youth are encouraged to consider joining the
Stockmen's Buyers Club or participating in the auction.

One of the week's featured events will be the Vectra Bank Community Night on Tuesday, July 21. Beginning at 5 p.m., the evening
will include free food while supplies last, community activities, and opportunities for residents to connect with local organizations
and public safety personnel. Members of the Montrose County Board of County Commissioners will distribute locally made hand
pies from Straw Hat Farms to attendees while supplies last, while representatives from the Montrose County Sheriff's Office and
other local first responders will be on hand to visit with residents, answer questions, and provide families an opportunity to inter-
act with the agencies that serve the community year-round. Arena events begin at 6 p.m. and include the J$ Cattle Company Ranch
Rodeo, Mutton Bustin', Calf Dressing, and the Rescue Race.

"The Montrose County Fair & Rodeo is one of the best examples of what makes our community special," said Commissioner Sue
Hansen. "For 140 years, it has brought together agriculture, youth development, volunteerism, and community pride. Montrose
County is honored to be the presenting sponsor of this year's fair and we encourage everyone to come out and support the many
young people and volunteers who make it possible."

Fair Board President Molli Yorchak said the 140th anniversary is an opportunity to celebrate both the history and future of agricul-
ture in Montrose County. "The fair exists because of the dedication of our volunteers, exhibitors, sponsors, and community sup-
porters," said Yorchak. "Whether you're attending the rodeo, viewing open show exhibits, supporting a junior livestock sale partici-
pant, or volunteering your time, every person who participates helps continue a tradition that has been part of Montrose County
since 1886."

The 2026 Fair Board includes Molli Yorchak, Micah Mckee, Dawn Fritze, Whitney Shelton, Jennifer Sherwood, Ally Nichols, Kaleb
Lee, Josh Hansen, Kim Wilson, and Matt Box.

Additional information, event schedules, tickets, and entry information can be found at montrosecountyfairandrodeo.com and
fb.com/montrosecountyfairandrodeo .

The Mirror:
Cove/wge with, vision bmﬂiz line.
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Lately I'm shifting into the
idea of not only life ex-
pansion, but identity ex-
pansion. Up to this point
we’ve explored how we
think, how we move, how
we behave, our habits.
2 4 Now I'd like to explore
B A the idea of how we imag-
: ine. It can be so hard to
imagine anything other
than struggle when that is your current
model of reality. And your nervous system
doesn’t give a shit what your vision board
says. So I've started this practice for my-
self, morning and evening. It is remember-
ing a life | haven’t yet lived. I’'m writing
memories from the future. Sometimes it’s
just a Tuesday morning at home. Some-
times it’s from a place | plan to visit. Or an
old bookstore, where | found an old used
book. Or on a train through Switzerland.
The things that build a life—not a car or a
business, or an impressive house. But an
actual life. Building an entire vision feels
daunting, but building scenes feels acces-
sible. So | want to share this practice with
people, because surely | am not the only
person who struggles with shedding an
old identity in order to step into a new
one.

People often assume that because | teach
yoga, meditation, and sound healing, or
talk about neruroplasticity, that I've some-
how mastered these things. | haven't. |
still catch myself worrying about the fu-
ture. | still fall into scarcity. | still forget
that the stories | tell myself aren’t neces-
sarily true.

Information isn’t transformation. If it
were, we’d all be living extraordinary lives.
More often than not, transformation re-
quires pain. It requires a series of circum-
stances that dismantle the version of our-
selves we’ve been clinging to.

Looking back, the most meaningful chap-
ters of my life didn’t begin with clarity.
Quite the opposite.

They began with uncertainty.

Loss.

Disappointment.

A plan that didn’t work.

It almost seems that ruin is the road to
transformation. Not because life is cruel.
Because it has a remarkable way of clear-
ing space for something we never would
have chosen for ourselves. And this is
where wonder and discovery live.

Lately | find myself in a constant space of
uncertainty. So | am practicing a /ot of
mindfulness, and strategic thinking. One
of the practices, the one I’'m sharing
with you, is taking time to reflect over
coffee in the morning and again before
bed, remembering a life that doesn’t ex-
ist.

Not fantasizing.

Remembering.

Not because I’'m trying to escape the pre-
sent. Because I'm trying to give my mind a
new reference point. Most of us spend
years remembering the past. Sifting
through piles of evidence to support why
something won’t work, or to paint a pic-
ture of what we expect.

But what if we practiced remembering
the future with the same consistency?
Not the future as wishful thinking. The
future as intention. The future as identity.
Neuroscience tells us the brain is con-
stantly building predictions about what
comes next. It uses our past to estimate
our future. Efficient, but limiting. If the
only evidence your mind has is yesterday,
it will keep predicting more yesterday.
I've found myself becoming emotional
during these reflections, and | don’t think
it’s because of the house, or the place, or
the circumstances I’'m imagining. | think
it’s because, for a few moments, | stop
relating to myself as the person I've al-
ways been and begin relating to the per-
son I’'m becoming. The struggle falls away
and the dream comes to life. The emotion
is the offspring of grief and hope.

The survival brain asks: “ Given what |
currently have, what can | realistically
build?”

The visionary mind asks: “If reality were
more flexible than | currently believe,
what would be worth building?"

For many of us, the brain won’t even
allow itself to imagine something unless it
can already see a plausible path. Which
means imagination never gets to do its
job. That muscle eventually starts to atro-
phy.

This is the inherited affliction of adulting.
But children do the total opposite.

For example:

“I want to be an astronaut.”

No plan.

No money.

No rocket.

No problem.
52-year-old me? | immediately start calcu-
lating fuel costs. Before I’'ve even chosen a
planet. Six-year-old me? My rocket is red!

So, here is the exercise. For 15 minutes...

Money doesn’t exist.

Age doesn’t exist.

Debt doesn’t exist.

Responsibility, career, obligation,
“success” doesn’t exist.

Don’t build anything yet. Just answer one
guestion. What kind of life feels beautiful?
Not successful. Beautiful.

Don’t describe the job or business. Don’t
describe the bank account or even the
partner. Those are vehicles. Describe the
landscape. Instead of asking what busi-
ness do | want, or how much money is in
the bank, ask “what would Tuesday feel
like if my life fit me perfectly?”

You wake up where?

Who wakes up besides you—or maybe no
one? (For me, it’s my dog, Bodhi.)

What do you smell?

What does your bedroom look like?

Are there big windows? What’s outside?
What are you planning to do today?

Are you flying somewhere?

Reading a book?

Is there music playing?

You get up, do you make coffee or tea?
Where do you drink it?

What clothes are you wearing?

Continued next pg
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THE SATISFIED SELF: REMEMBERING THE LIFE YOU HAVEN'T LIVED YET

From previous pg

What are you looking at?

Do you work? (If so, how many hours?)
Do you have a dog or cat? Where are
they?

Who calls you? (Who doesn’t?)

What makes you laugh?

How tired are you?

What are you building?

Not what’s “realistic.” What feels true.
Because sometimes, you don’t need a five
-year plan. You need to fall in love with a
future version of Tuesday.

Start here. Maybe explore the house in
more detail. What art is on the walls. Do
you have books? Collected objects that
reflect your life? Treasures from different

v U4
//\\
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trips? What colors would you choose to
have around you? What’s one whimsical
thing about this house that you absolutely
love, that isn’t practical. Maybe a music
room, a purple piano, or a green house,
an outdoor shower, a library. Step out of
the practical space and just let go. (What
color is your rocket?) Over the coming
weeks, I'd like to share this process with
you. Not as an expert handing out instruc-
tions. As someone walking the path.
Together, we’ll explore how our minds
shape our reality, why we become
attached to old identities, and how small,
intentional shifts begin creating entirely
different lives.

THE
GRACE
CENTER

Because before we can build an expanded
life, we have to become acquainted with
it. We have to visit it often enough that it
no longer feels impossible.

Perhaps the future we’re longing for isn’t
waiting to be discovered. Perhaps it’s
waiting to be remembered.

Gia Pirelli is a writer, yoga teacher and
sound healing practitioner, specializing in
applied mind-body practices for self-
leadership in modern life. Through her
weekly column, she explores personal
growth, reinvention, and what it means
to live an expanded life. Learn more

at Https://www.giapirelli.com

PACK IT
- FORWARD

Help us fill 500 backpacks
for Montrose kids!

Scan to Donate



https://www.giapirelli.com/

The Montrose Mirror July 13,2026 Page 78

COLORADO NEWS BRIEFS

CPW TO HOST A CAST AND BLAST FOR NOVICE SPORTSWOMEN AUG. 7-9 IN NORWOOD

Special to the Mirror

NORWOOD- Colorado Parks and Wildlife will host the Ladies Cast, Blast &
Fling workshop for new hunters and fisherwomen Aug. 7-9 at the Jim
Olterman Lone Cone State Wildlife Area in Norwood.

This program is for women brand new to hunting and fishing. Lessons will
include the basics of archery, fly fishing, shotgun shooting and wildlife
management. Participants will be expected to participate in all topics
covered. Those not interested in learning and trying all lessons should not
apply.

"This program is designed for women and provides a very supportive
atmosphere for those who want to learn about fishing, hunting and wild-
life," said Kelly Crane, District Wildlife Manager in Ouray. "We especially
invite women who have little or no experience to join us."

This program is for women 18-and-older, and all participants must have a
valid fishing license.

The deadline to apply is 5 p.m. July 24. Accepted participants will be
notified via email if they have been accepted. Registration is limited to 25
participants, and the event will be canceled if at least 15 people are not
registered.

The event is free, but a $40 deposit check to hold your place is required
with registration. The check will be returned the day of the event. Those
accepted who are unable to make it and do not cancel within at least five
days prior to the workshop will not be refunded.

CPW will provide all necessary gear, including shotguns and ammo, bows Wl g ta A1l i R LTl L A R LA L LB ) B i L R X Pl e L
and arrows, fly rods and tackle. Those with a 20-gauge shotgun may bring YRl /1] Cast, Blast and Fling event in Norwood. CPW file photo.
their own, as well as those who already own fly fishing gear.
Participants should bring their own tent and camping gear or bring a sleeping bag if allotted space in a cabin bunk bed. All food will be provided. Those with strict
dietary restrictions should consider bringing supplemental food.

To apply, send a completed application form to:

Colorado Parks and Wildlife

2300 S Townsend Ave.

Montrose, CO. 81401

Applications may also be submitted to Brittany McKinney at brittany.mckinney@state.co.us or via fax at 970-252-6053. McKinney can also be reached at 970-252-
6000.

For more information, contact District Wildlife Manager Kelly Crane at kelly.crane@state.co.us.

The Jim Olterman Lone Cone SWA is a 5,030 acre property located roughly 25 miles south of Norwood in Dolores County.

The MOOving
Company

MO‘Oving
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TOUR TRUE GRIT MOVIE LOCATIONS IN RIDGWAY!

Special to Art & Sol

RIDGWAY-Looking for a fun way to spend an hour while in Ridgway? Once again the Ridgway Western Heritage Society is sponsor-

ing guided walking tours to some of the locations seen in the 1969 movie True Grit. Participants can follow in the footsteps and

John Wayne and Kim Darby through Ridgway which filled in for Fort Smith, Arkansas in the 1880s. John Wayne won his only Oscar

for his portrayal of marshal Rooster Cogburn.

"We have a dedicated group of knowledgable guides who will entertain you with a behind-the-scenes look at the moviemaking.

You are sure to learn more than a few things that you didn't know," said Eve Becker-Doyle, the society's president.

Scheduled tours are free and offered 3 pm Fridays in July and August. Other tours are offered at 10 am Mondays and 3 pm
Wednesdays in July. Those who cannot make these times can

' ‘ { arrange a special custom tour by calling Becker-Doyle at 469-
= 682-9710. Custom tours are $10 per person. Tours begin at

the Hartwell Park gazebo. Arrive 10 minutes early.
I r u st Yo u r G ut. "Guides will be there regardless of the weather as showers

typically pass quickly. The current wildfire brings a bit of

' ) smoke, but the afternoon winds typically come from the west
. S . or southwest and clear things out a bit in the afternoon, so

don't hesitate to come," said Edward Bovy, one of the movie
tour guides.

In 2022 this tour was named best small town historic tour by
the readers of True West Magazine.

See truegrittours.org for more information.

»
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Visit us at the MRH
Digestive Health Center today.

Caring for you like family, from screening to treatment

At Montrose Regional Health's Digestive Health Center, your
digestive wellness is our priority, We combine compassionate
care with advanced diagnostics and treatment options, all
close to home. Whether you're managing chronic conditions,
seeking preventive screenings, or facing complex procedures,
we're here to help you feel your best,

Dr. Michael Paolucci, Dr. Chris Harmon, Dr. Augustine Lee
MD MD, PHD MD, FACS, FASCRS

Freedom of Thought
there can be no such thing
as wisdom; and no such
thing as public liberty,
MO AGPCNPBE NG, APRN, FPLC without freedom of

speech.

Dr, Vanessa Lee, Marie Abbinante, Victoria Oliva,

w&: MONTROSE -
: MontroseHealth.com/DHC 970.497.5979 /7:‘:»97.«;..4“@»‘ 5 A
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS

EXPERIENCE THE HEART OF PALISADE AGRICULTURE DURING THE 2026 PEACH FESTIVAL
Exclusive Agricultural Tours and Reimagined Evening in the Orchard
Offer Guests an Authentic Taste of Colorado's Fruit Country

Special to the Mirror

PALISADE-While thousands of visitors
come to the Palisade Peach Festival for
fresh peaches, live entertainment, and
family fun, some of the festival's most
memorable experiences happen beyond
the festival gates.

This year, the Palisade Chamber of Com-
merce is excited to bring back its beloved
Agricultural Tours with a fresh, more inti-
mate approach while also unveiling a
reimagined farm-to-table dining experi-
ence, Evening in the Orchard, formerly
known as Feast in the Field.

Together, these exclusive experiences
invite guests to slow down, connect with
local growers, and discover the people,
places, and passion behind Colorado's
world-famous Palisade peaches.

A More Exclusive Agricultural Tour Expe-
rience

New for 2026, the Peaches & Vines Agri-
cultural Tour has been thoughtfully rede-
signed to provide a smaller, more immer-
sive experience for guests interested in
learning about Palisade's thriving agricul-
tural industry.

With only 50 tickets available, this limited
-capacity tour offers an intimate look at
the journey from orchard and vineyard to
the finished products visitors enjoy
throughout the valley.

Guests can choose from 9:a.m. or 10 a.m.
shuttle departures and spend the day ex-
ploring the stories behind Palisade's re-
nowned peaches and wine grapes. Along
the way, participants will enjoy:

-Guided visits to local orchards and vine-
yards

-Behind-the-scenes insight into growing,
harvesting, production, and marketing
-Exclusive wine and beverage tastings

-A locally inspired lunch

-Fresh Palisade peaches

-Round-trip transportation throughout
the experience

"This year's tour is designed to give
guests an authentic look at the people
and processes that make Palisade agricul-
ture so extraordinary," said Jessica Bur-
ford, President & CEO of the Palisade
Chamber of Commerce. "By limiting the
number of participants, we're creating an
experience that's more personal, educa-
tional, and memorable."

Evening in the Orchard Gets a Fresh New
Look

Also returning in 2026 is one of the festi-
val's most anticipated culinary experienc-
es but with an exciting new identity.
Formerly known as Feast in the Field,
Evening in the Orchard has been reimag-
ined as a two-night celebration of local
food, agriculture, and hospitality.

Set among the beautiful peach trees at
Peach Fork Orchards, this unforgettable
evening showcases the incredible bounty
of the Grand Valley through a carefully
curated farm-to-table dining experience.
More than just dinner, guests will enjoy:
-Live music

-Locally crafted hors d'oeuvres

-A seasonal salad

-A thoughtfully prepared entrée featuring
locally sourced ingredients

-A handcrafted dessert

-Award-winning Peach Fork Orchard
wines

-Stunning orchard views during Colorado's
golden hour

Nearly every element of the evening has
been grown, raised, crafted, or prepared
right here in western Colorado, cele-
brating the farmers, ranchers, winemak-
ers, and culinary professionals who make
the region so unique.

With limited seating available, tickets for
Evening in the Orchard are selling quickly.
Whether guests choose an immersive day
exploring the valley's agricultural roots or
an elegant evening dining beneath the
peach trees, these signature experiences
offer a meaningful way to discover the
people and traditions that have made
Palisade one of Colorado's premier agri-
cultural destinations.

Tickets and additional information for
both experiences are available at
www.palisadepeachfest.com
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‘ - ) BRAND NEW
PRIGE SKYLINE HOME

DReOP Now $162,000

<

LOT #1600
MONTROSE, CC

PROPERTY FEATURES

=3 o O B g

Lovely Open

3 Bedroom 2 Bathroom Concept Home 1142 8x8 Maf&hing Shed
C — , , :
f CONTACT DETAILS
*ONLY $1,831.00 S 970-249-0493
P E R M O N T H g manager@cimarroncreekcommunity.com
($1,115.00 mortgage plus @ www.cimarroncreekcommunity.com
$716.00 lot rent) .1
W A

W P

—

*WAC. Estimated payment, rates and terms may vary based on
credit history. Not all applicants will qualify. Subject to lender terms
& conditions. Actual term, rate, APR, and loan amount may vary.*
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ALL SAINTS ANGLICAN CHURCH

Address: 2057 S. Townsend, Montrose, CO
81401.

Office Hours: By appointment.

Contact Information: (970) 249-2451
https:// www.allsaintsmontrose.org/ Rec-
tor: The Rev Preston Gordon, pgor-
don@allsaintsmontrose.org

Worship Service Times: Sundays 9AM,

BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH
Independent Baptist
112Main St.

P.O. Box 262

CEDAR CREEK CHURCH

affiliation: Evangelical Free

Address: 222 South Townsend Montrose,
C0 81401

Office Hours: 10am-2pm Tuesday- Friday
Contact: 970-252-1163
ccc@cccmontrose.org

Pastor: Curt Mudgett

Sunday worship:

CELEBRATION CHURCH

Denomination: Southern Baptist Church
(SBC — Southern Baptist Convention)
Address: 2900 Sunnyside Road, Mont-
rose, CO 81401

Office Hours: By appointment

Phone: (970) 497-4925

Email: celebrationmontrose@gmail.com

CHRIST’S CHURCH OF THE VALLEY

Name of Church: Christ’s Church of the
Valley

Denomination Affiliation: Non-
denominational Christian Church/Church
of Christ

Address: 10 Hillcrest Plaza Way. Mont-
rose, CO 81401

Office hours: Tuesday & Wednesday 9am-
noon and by appointment.

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
Denomination: Christ Lutheran Montrose
Affiliation: Lutheran Church Missouri Syn-
od

Address: 1980 N. Townsend Ave., Mont-
rose, CO 81401

Contact: 970-633-0226

Sunday Worship. Wednesdays 11AM, Mid-
week prayer and communion, Wednes-
day, Noon, Multi-denominational Commu-
nity Prayer Hour.

All Saints Anglican Church is an Evangelical
Anglican Church committed to the minis-
try of Word, Sacrament, and Spirit. Our
music is a combination of traditional
hymns, contemporary, and modern songs.

Olathe, Co 81425

Tuesday-Friday Phone: 970-808-1021
www.biblebaptistchurcholathe.com
Pastor Gabe Skillo

worship Service: September-May at
10:15am Discipleship Hour at 9am
Worship Service: June-August at 9:30am
Nursery available for 0-4 during worship
service

Wednesday Prayer: 5:30-6:15pm

Cedar Creek Church is a welcoming and
friendly group of people that takes God
seriously, but not ourselves.

Website: https://
celebrationmontrose.org/

Worship Service Times: 9am and 10:45am
Senior Pastor:

Pastor Brandon Mathis

Church Description/Mission: Celebration
Church makes disciples that make disci-
ples. Our core values include the Scrip-

Contact information:

Phone: 970-249-0530

Email: CCVMontroseCO10@gmail.com
Website: ccvmontrose.org

Name of current Senior Pastor: Ken Law-
rence

Worship service times: 10:30 a.m.
Mission: Christ’s Church of the Valley is a
loving and welcoming church whose pur-
pose is to help people to know and grow

Website: www.montroselutheran.org
Email: montroselutheran@gmail.com
Pastor: Tim Onnen

Worship: Sundays at 9 AM

Sunday School and Adult Bible Class at
10:15 AM; Women's Bible Study Fridays at
9 AM. At Christ Lutheran Montrose you will

We invite kids preschool and up to join
our kids worship time during the 9am Sun-
day service. We would love to welcome
you here. Following the service, join us for
snacks and conversation. On the third Sun-
day of the month we celebrate a potluck
meal together.

Vision: We see Jesus Christ restoring
hope: in us and in our world.

Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Sunday 10:30 a.m.

Sunday 6 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study/Prayer 7 p.m.

We enjoy gathering for encouragement,
meals, prayer and having fun!

Our mission is to exalt Jesus Christ by
being a Word-centered community of
believers who are equipped for a life of
worship, prayer and service, and to reach
our neighbors for Christ.

Please make plans to come check us out
soon!

ture, discipleship, community, service,
prayer, love, and unity.

Demographics: Multi-generational
Celebration Kids: (age birth to 5" grade)
programs offered both services.

Student (middle & high school) at 9am.
Adult -Discipleship classes 8am and
10:45am.

in our Lord Jesus Christ to the glory of
God.

Description: CCV is a multi-generational
church family. While we are currently pre-
dominately seniors, we are becoming
more multi-generational.

Sunday School & Childcare: CCV has
adult Sunday School at 9 a.m. and Youth
Church during the 10:30 a.m. worship
service.

find friendly people gathered in a welcom-
ing environment being comforted and en-
couraged by the forgiveness and love of
Jesus, and sharing that with one another.
We are a small congregation of seniors
and middle-aged, sprinkled with young
children and teenagers.


mailto:pgordon@allsaintsmontrose.org
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COMMUNITY SPIRIT UNITED CHURCH OF
CHRIST (UCC)

Address: 504 N. 1st Street (HAP Building)
Office hours: Call or text for appointment
Phone: 970-765-7070

Email: spirit@communityspiritucc.org

COVENANT HEBRAIC FELLOWSHIP
Denomination affiliation. No affiliation
Address Office hours N/A

Contact: 720-951-9941,
office@ccfmontrose.net,
www.ccfmontrose.net

FIRST CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
Denomination: Church of the Nazarene
Address: 705 South 12th Street

Office Hours: Tuesday - Thursday 9 am -
Noon and by Appointment

Contact Information: Office Phone 970
249 -9213, mncfirst@gmail.com,
www.montrosenazarenechurch.org
Pastor: Pastor lan Hyde

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
MONTROSE

Affiliation: Presbyterian

Address: 1840 E Niagara Rd. Montrose
CO. 81401 Office Hours: M-Thu 9AM -
12PM

HILLCREST CONGREGATIONAL UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST

Denomination affiliation: United Church
of Christ

Address: 611 South Hillcrest Drive, Mont-
rose, CO 81401

Office hours: By appointment

Contact information:

MONTROSE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Denomination Affiliation: United
Methodist

Address: 19 S. Park Avenue Montrose CO.
81401

Office Hours: M-Thu, 9a.m. -2 p.m.
Contact Information: 970-249-3716,
office@montroseumc.org, mont-

ROSEMONT BAPTIST CHURCH

Affiliation: Southern Baptist

Address: 1598 E. Niagara Road, Montrose,
CO 81401

Office Hours: Tues-Thurs, 9am-4pm
Contact information:

Phone: 970.249.4887

website: www.RosemontBaptist.org
youtube.com/@rosemontbaptistchurch
facebook.com/RosemontBaptist

Website: communityspiritucc.org
Current Pastor: Rev. Wendy Kidd
Worship service: Sundays at 11:30 am
Mission: Our commitment to a more in-
clusive and accepting world is steadfast,
and we will continue to work towards a

Name of current Senior Pastor. Led by
elders

Worship service times. Noon on Satur-
days. Children’s Church will be offered as
needed.

Covenant is a Hebraic roots community

Services Sunday: Worship 10:30

AM, Discipleship Hour: 9:30

AM. Discipleship Hour has classes across
all age groups. Nursery for children UN-
DER 3 is available during Worship and Dis-
cipleship Hour. Youth Night (6-12th
grade): Tuesdays, 6:30 PM. Weeknight
Bible Study: Wednesdays, 6:30

PM. Mission Statement: Montrose First

Contact: 970-249-4732, in-
form@fpcmontrose.com,
www.fpcmontrose.com

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Jesse G. Mabanglo
Worship Service times: 9:30AM,

We strive to encourage, challenge and

Phone number: (970) 249-9047

Email address: office@montroseucc.org
Website: montroseucc.org

Current Pastor: Rev. Wendy Kidd
Worship service times: Sunday, 10 a.m.
Hillcrest Congregational UCC is a welcom-
ing, open and affirming church, open to all
no matter who you are or where you are

roseumc.org
Current Senior Pastor: Rev. Kevin Young

Worship service times:

9:15 AM to 10:15 AM: Children's, Youth,
and Adult Sunday School; Christian Edu-
cation & Fellowship.

10:30 AM: Sanctuary & Virtual Worship
Montrose UMC is a leader in being fully

email: office@rosemontbaptist.org
Senior Pastor: Rolland Kenneson
Worship Service Time: Our engaging and
relevant Sunday Worship Service is at
10:45 AM.

We also have small groups we call L.I.F.E.
Groups for all ages on Sunday mornings at
9:15 AM.

We strive to have each of our small
groups live L.I.F.E. together.

future where everyone can live freely and
authentically.

Demographics: We are a small congrega-
tion of mostly adults and seniors, howev-
er, we are always ready to welcome fami-
lies and children.

that studies the Torah as well as the rest of
Scripture. We learn about the Hebrew
roots of the language and believe that the
Lord's feasts are for today. We are pre-
dominantly made up of older folks, but
have some young blood, too.

Church of the Nazarene exists to make
Christlike disciples in Montrose Colorado
and around the world. Demographics: Our
church consists of older and younger peo-
ple. We have younger families with chil-
dren and young teens and older adults as
well. We also support the work of Calvary
Ranch Colorado and its addiction recovery
ministry.

support one another through spiritual
growth, worship, and service in our com-
munity, country, and world. We also en-
courage children and youth to grow their
relationship with Christ through our chil-
dren and student ministries.

on life's journey.

Church demographics: HCUCC welcomes
all ages to worship with

us. (predominately family, youth, seniors,
singles)

We offer inter-generational worship with

a children's "prayer-ground" and activity
packets. A cry room is also available.

inclusive, loving, and just servants of
Christ. Our church family welcomes people
from various cultural and faith back-
grounds: single, married, remarried, with
or without children, from diapers to den-
tures. Wherever you are on your spiritual
journey we invite you to come discover
hope, joy, peace, purpose.

Rosemont Baptist's desire is to passion-
ately bring people face-to-face with the
life-changing power of Jesus Christ.

We are a multigenerational church from
different walks of life who love Jesus, love
each other, and love our community.
Everyone comes dressed in whatever is
comfortable.

We love meeting new people no matter
where they are at in life .
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ST. STEPHEN'S ANGLICAN CHURCH
Denomination: Anglican-Reformed
Episcopal Church (REC)

Address: 2405 Sunnyside Road, Montrose
970-249-4868

Contact: ststephensmont-

VICTORY BAPTIST CHURCH

OF MONTROSE

Denomination Affiliation: Independent

Baptist

Address: 2890 N Townsend Ave., Mont-
rose, CO 81401

Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8am-12pm
Contact Information: Phone (970) 249-

Church Directory

Miirror Editorial Staff

MONTROSE-As a way of serving the faith com-
munity in Montrose, the Montrose Mirror is in
the process of establishing a Church Directory.
If your congregation or fellowship would like
to be included in the directory, please supply
the following information to the Montrose

rose@yahoo.com

www.ststephensmontrose.com

Rev. Dec. Garrett Agajanian

St. Stephen's is a community of caring
Christians rooted in the godly traditions of
the past, focused on the challenges of the

6874; email at info@vbcmontrose.org;
website: vbcmontrose.org

Current Pastor: Roland Kassales

Worship Service Times: Sunday School at
9:30am, Sunday AM Service at 10:30am,
Sunday PM Service at 6pm, Wednesday
Night Service at 6:30pm (all services in-
clude childcare)

Mirror:

Name of church

Denomination affiliation

Address Office hours

Contact information (phone number, email
address, website)

Name of current Senior Pastor

Worship service times

present, hopeful for the future, continuing
in the Faith once delivered to the saints,
using the 1928 Book of Common Prayer.
Sunday: Holy Communion10 am.
Fellowship following service.

Children’s nursery available (unstaffed).

Victory Baptist Church exists to exalt God,
edify saints, and evangelize the lost.
Demographics: Victory Baptist serves eve-
ryone with age-appropriate classes,
groups, and activities. Families with chil-
dren make up the majority of VBC with
young adults, singles, middle-aged cou-
ples, and seniors comprising the rest.

Please give a one sentence description of your
church and its mission in the Montrose com-
munity.

Brief description of your current church de-
mographics (predominately family, youth,
seniors, singles).

Do your church services include Sunday
School and childcare?

Premier Sponsor:
Montrose Farmers Market
970-249-0705

Horsefly Brewing
970-249-6889

Jimmer's BBQ,
Burgers & Beer
970-252-1227

Fiesta Guadalajara
Re-Opening 2026
970-249-2460

El Jimador
970-249-8990

Busy Corner White Kitchen
970-323-6215

Delta: CB's Tavern
970-399-3570

Lighthouse Eatery
970-964-7570

Ray's Corner Cafe
970-417-4340

Rib City
970-249-7427

Stone House
970-240-8899

Sidelines Sports Bar
970-765-0129

Delta: Pour Ernie's
970-546-0074

Alpen Confections
970-648-0609

Crash Burger
970-249-0825

Coffee Trader
970-249-6295
970-787-9021

Tacos & Beer
970-964-4448

Tacos & Beer on Main
970-964-4999

Pahgre's
970-249-6442
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Colorado Living at It's Best & LOT #1414
43\ CIMARRON  ° Q=g
& CREEK W,

/
PRICE DROP: NOW $167,000 ,},//
3 Bed/2 Bath fi}] 8x8 Matching shed = ';"‘ e e
= I 'FREE Lot

5 =(| Open concept split . \
1179 Square Feet ey Al fecs afa '\ 7
0 A floor plan . Rent for |

QQE ' 2 "
R % , Corner garden tub Large laundry room (G the First 3
. Month! :

"ONLY $2,025.00 per month

G (970) 249-0493 ($1,309.00 mortgage plus $716.00 lot rent)

*WAC. Estimated payment, rates and terms may vary

CALL Now based on credit history. Not all applicants will

qualify, Subject to lender terms & conditions. Actual
term, rate, APR, and loan amount may vary."
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UNDER CONSTRUCTION
IN BROWN RANCH

" Offerclliat $61o‘ )

Delightful sunny, ne
Aug. 15, 2026. 3 bed, 2 k

covered porch

Peg Evanoika
970-209-3934 RealtoraPegEvanoika.com

CENTURY 21 ELEVATE 500 E MAIN
970-249-56 13 THE-RES COM
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LUXURY HOME
IN BROWN RANCH

This spacious home has open, split floor pan, natural light and
relaxing tones of soft grey, neutral & charcoal. Primary suite
features a refreshing “rain shower” and soasker tub. Large east
facing covered patio is perfect for relaxing...

morning coffee anyone?

CENTURY 21 ELEVATE 500 E MAIN

Peg Evanoika 910-269-5613 THE-RES.COM

970-209-3934 RealtoraPegEvanoika.com
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Calling all Published Authors,

lllustrators, Local Publishers, Booksellers

Ist Annual Montrose Sﬁ

sanjuanpublishing com

w BOOK o
Admission Vendors
BOOK F A‘R LIVE
il Musi
September 19,10 am - 4 pm

Book Signings. Art Demos. Book talks & Presentations
Books, DVDs, Cover and Illustrator Art for Sale.
Fry Bread, Mexican Food, Native American Vendors

Space Rental starts at $15

Sponsored by the Ute Museum
and San Juan Publishing Group, Inc.

Details https://sanjuanpub.com/2026-montrose-book-fair

(=]
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(=
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SAVE THE DATE! LOCAL EVENTS CALENDAR

ONGOING-

ALTRUSA INT'L believes in "Leading to a Better Community" and is always looking for new members. We meet in
Montrose on the first three Tuesdays a month at the Field House: 25 Colorado Ave, 12-Noon. Pick a day that works for
you & please join us! Through our local Altrusa Club, members unite their varied talents in service to others, achieving
as a group what individuals cannot do alone.” https://www.altrusamontrose.org/ P:970-765-7666 E: Altru-
sa.Montrose@gmail.com

BLACK CANYON AUDUBON SOCIETY provides a monthly program on the 2nd Thursday of the month at 7 pm at
Baldridge Hall, Montrose United Methodist Church, 647 South 1st Street. All are welcome and there is no

charge. These meetings are also available via Zoom. For information about the speaker and topic presented each
month go to the blackcanyonaudubon.org.

Tuesday - 1st and 3rd Tuesdays Black Canyon Audubon Society hosts monthly birdwatching field trips in the Montrose
area on 1st Tuesdays of the month and in the Delta area on the 3rd Tuesdays of the month. Check out the website for
field trip details at blackcanyonaudubon.org.

BINGO EVERY FRIDAY, SATURDAY, SUNDAY at 7pm at the American Legion Post 24 Olathe doors open at 5:30. Sunday
Bingo will start at 1:30pm. More info call Tom 970 260 8298.

BOSOM BUDDIES BREAST CANCER SUPPORT GROUP, Wednesdays noon-12:45, 645 S. 5th Street

COLUMBINE QUILTERS meet at Welcome Home Alliance Warrior Resource Center, 4 Hillcrest Plaza Way Mont-

rose. 1st Saturday except for July at 9 am.

CRAFTERNOON AT THE LIBRARY-The Crafternoon group meets weekly, on Thursdays from 11 AM-1 PM, to knit or cro-
chet

items for charity and this is the 2nd year that they have "yarn stormed" the library. This year, it was done in spirit of
the 250/150 celebration. Our lobby, courtyard, and front entrance areas have all been decorated in red, white, and
blue.

FRIENDSHIP QUILTERS meets at the Montrose County Events Center, 4th Thursday Jan - Oct, 3rd Thursday Nov - Dec,
9am.

MONTROSE ALTRUSA-1st Tuesday of the month Program meeting; 2nd Tuesday of the month committee meeting; 3rd
Tuesday of the month Business meeting. Meetings are held at the Field House on the corner of Colorado Avenue and
Rio Grande Avenue at Noon.

MONTROSE AREA WOODTURNERS Montrose Area Woodturners meet second Saturdays 9 am. Chapter of the Ameri-
can Association of Woodturners. For location and information contact: Al Head 970-209-0981

or aheadaviation@outlook.com

MONTROSE FARMERS MARKET (970) 249 0705 Centennial Plaza, 433 S. 1st St. Montrose, CO 81401
www.valleyfoodpartnership.org. Year-Round Farmers Market, Saturdays 9am-1pm (Summer), every other Saturday
10am-1pm (Winter). Accepts SNAP and Double Up Food Bucks.

MONTROSE HISTORICAL SOCIETY meets 1st Wednesday of the month @ Friendship Hall, 1001 North Second, Mont-
rose, 7 pm (970) 249-2085 www.montrosehistory.org.

NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH-3rd Wednesday of every month at 6pm, the Montrose County Neighborhood Watch meets
at the Sheriff's Office at 1200 N Grand Ave

NURSE FAMILY PARTNERSHIP-Breastfeeding Support Group on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of every month. An infant
scale will also be available to check your baby's weight. Breastfeeding Support Group (Bring your questions and your
family!) Montrose County Event Center (1036 North 7th Street Room 3) 10am - 12pm. Questions? Please call 970-252-
5015.

MONTHLY

July 17-Please join the Montrose Republican Women, Friday July 17th from Noon to 1:30p at the Hampton Inn Mont-
rose. Our program features Kelly Thompson of HopeWest of Montrose. He will discuss his tenure at HopeWest and
brief us on the services offered by this nonprofit resource. Also, we have invited Montrose County to update us on the
surrounding fires. Brown bag lunch, doors open at 11:30a. Contact Kerri for info 970-209-5170.

Aug. 13-The Women's Giving Club 3rd quarter meeting will be held on Thursday, Aug. 13, 5:30 pm at the Bridges Golf
and Country Club. This invitation is given to all women who support local nonprofits, or might be new to town, or want
to meet new friends, and/or just want to be a part of an organization that is making a positive impact in our communi-
ty. Bring a friend! Call 970-209-9598 or email at givingclubofmontrose@gmail.com
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MOUNTAIN FIRES BRING WILDLIFE TO MONTROSE

#-," As fires tear

through the high

- | country, wildlife

| have been seen tak-
ing refuge at lower
elevations. On Sun-
day afternoon, sev-
eral deer were
spotted enjoying

%l the shade at Grand

ol View Cemetery on
Sunset Mesa .

| Photo by Harry
Switzer.
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This Xeriscape Guide is made
just for Montrose, put together
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