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MONTROSE BOCC HEARS BOARD OF HEALTH REPORT

Once again, a neighbor of the property located at Ni-
colette and Nancy Ways has asked the BOCC to enforce
the county junk ordinance. Since this photo was taken in
July, the property owner has accumulated a total of ten
cars, Neighbor Scott Hammer said. Mirror file photo by
Harry Switzer.

By Caitlin Switzer
MONTROSE-AIl commissioners were present,
with a roomful of constituents, as the Mont-
rose Board of County Commissioners (BOCC)
convened for a regular meeting at 9am on
Wednesday, Oct. 1. BOCC Chair Scott Mijares
called the meeting to order; Kay Heinschel led
in saying the Pledge of Allegiance.

Delivering the Invocation was Pastor Jeremy
Jensen of Crossroads Victory Church.
“Almighty, God...Lord give them hearts that
want to do the right thing...let us be good
stewards of what you have given us...Bless this
Day...”

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD
BOCC Chair Scott Mijares read the rules for

public comment--rules Continued pg 13

By Bob Cox
MONTROSE-Sometime in the early 1800s, Thomas
Moore, an Irish poet and lyricist, described a valley in
Ireland in his poem The Meeting of the Waters, with
these words:

There is not in the wide world a valley so sweet as that
vale in whose bosom the bright waters meet.

Over one hundred years later, in an interview with the
Montrose Daily Press, Colorado pioneer, Judge John
Gray, described the Uncompahgre Valley in a very simi-
lar fashion. Here is what he said:

For an all-year climate, where the red corpuscles of the
blood flourish in the supremacist ecstasy, sensitive to
every touch of the generative power, there is no spot
comparable to this valley of the Rockies.

Gray lived in Montrose at a time when a tunnel caused
the waters of the Gunnison to join the waters of the
Uncompahgre, creating a plethora of agricultural possi-
bilities, not the least of which was a literal 'sweetness.'
Much of the farmland in Colorado was being planted
with sugar beets and processing
plants were built in several rural

Continued pg 4

While many still see the building in Delta that
housed the Holly Sugar plant, few have witnessed
the huge machinery that it once contained. This is a
rare photo of the equipment room. Photo courtesy
of the Denver Public Library

When the Cows Come Home!

Red Hawks Football Red Hawks Sports Roundup No Phones, Just Each Other: CB Williams Photo:
by Cliff Dodge! by Cliff Dodge! By Jack Switzer!
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Dear Readers:
We appreciate your letters! We like reading
and hearing opinions from all perspectives. We
are sharing herewith our updated guidelines:
In the past we have had one rule, to be imple-
mented at the editor’s discretion. We are now
including two more suggested “Rules” for
letter writers.

RULE 1. The Dead Horse Rule has been in place
from the start of the Mirror. This is somewhat
self-explanatory, but there are times when
something has been said so many times it can
run afoul of the “Dead Horse Rule,” in which
case we will inform the writer.

RULE 2. While there are always exceptions, a
letter can often say what needs to be said in
one page or less. Our pages are 8.5 X 11, we
use a 10 pt Calibri font; letters that are roughly
800 words fit well within this suggested guide-
line.

RULE 3. Please limit repetitive mud-slinging to
avoid bumping up against Rule 1. Also, in the
case of those writing to intentionally discredit
a public official or candidate for public office,
please provide a link to the source of your alle-
gation if possible. Unsourced, unproven allega-
tions are not credible, and could in fact be un-
truths.

Finally, opinions expressed in letters and com-
mentary are those of the authors themselves,
and do not reflect the views of the Montrose
Mirror or editorial staff.

Thank you,

Caitlin Switzer,

Montrose Mirror Editor

Montrose Mirror

Fresh news for busy people
Serving Colorado and Beyond Since 2010/

Editor: Caitlin Switzer
Publisher: Harry Switzer
Of Counsel: B. Switzer, Esq.

For information, advemsmg oppodumnea, or to submit content:
Emall: Editor@ )
Website: w

Published every Monday in Montrose, Colorado, the Montrose Mirror reaches a readership of more than 30,000 across the region and around the world

We weicome community contributions and commentary! Please note, submitted content does not necessarily reflect the views of the Montrose Mirror or its edi-
torial team

Copyright 2010-2025 © | All Rights Reserved.

Content may not be reprinted, redistributed, or reused without the permission of the publisher
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[ Historic Tortilla Flats REGIONAL
NEWS BRIEFS

Tuesday, October 7
Ys THREE SISTERS CROPS AT MESA VERDE
2:00-4:00 PM
. . Special to the Mirror
lerary Meetl ng MONTROSE-Have you ever wondered about the Three
Rcom Sisters crops at Mesa Verde and how they connect to

Ute Origin Stories?
Come and hear Kellie Carroll the Education Coordina-
Join the Montrose Regional Library and tor at the Ute Indian Museum tell us. Oct. 15 at 7pm

> at the United Methodist Church, 19 S Park Avenue,
the Mexican American Development Montrose. Chipeta Archaeological Society. Free.

Association for a tour of the historic
Tortilla Flats neighborhood! Sponsored
by the International Library and Cultural
Exchange Groups grant. Special to the Mirror
WEST END-Join Us for the BURRO EARS FUN RUN &

X i z < WALK on October 11th, 2025 at 9AM
Registration is required. Please contact  ONLINE REGISTRATION @ https://pci.jotform.com/

= form/252694997260169
Tay lOf at (970) 964-2540 or You can find links to the Course Map & Runner Tips &
tmn_s_@ mmﬁ.@li.bmy&rg- Rules on the online registration.

The first 10 Students (17 & under) can register for

320 S 2*° St. www.montroselibrary.org MONTROSE REGIONAL FRFE by us!ng the promo coupon: "FUNRUNSTU
Mon-Thurs 10-7, Fri 10-6, Sat 10-5, Sun 1-5 This exclusive offer of West End & Norwood students

(970) 249-9656 L|BRARY D|STQ|CT is sponsored by West End Cycling Adventures.
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THOSE SWEET BEETS From pg 1

communities. The Uncompahgre Valley
was no exception to the 'white gold' phe-
nomenon. While water began flowing
through the tunnel in 1909, it took nearly
seven years before the infrastructure was
improved to get the water into the grow-
ing areas. The first crop of sugar beets
was harvested in 1917 and a processing
plant was established in Delta.

By 1924 various cooperatives were
formed statewide, whereby the growers
actually received a portion of their pay-
ment upon planting. and the beets be-
came a normal crop in the area. At the
beginning of the 1925 growing season
some major problems developed between
growers in the northern part of the state
and the Great Western Sugar Company,
but growers in the valley were actually
strengthening their relations with the Hol-
ly Sugar Company that was operating the
Delta processing facility. Addressing that
fact was an article in the February 16,
1925 edition of The Montrose Daily Press.
In part, the article read:

It is not at all likely that the Holly Sugar
Corporation will experience any such thing
as is happening in northern Colorado, and
it should not. The Holly company and beet
growers are working on a true cooperative
basis.

The 1925 harvest was proving to be a
good one for both the Grand Junction and
Delta plants. A press release printed in
several papers pointed out that fact:
GRAND JUNCTION, Aug. 17 - "The outlook
was never better,” declared Fred Holmes,
general manager of the local plant of the
Holly Sugar Company, last evening, in re-
sponse to a question as to the general
conditions in the beet fields over the terri-
tory, which will supply the local plant with
its beets. Continuing, Mr. Holmes, states
that six thousand acres have been planted
to beets for the local plant, with a some-
what larger acreage for the Delta plant,
and that this acreage will yield at least

sixty thousand tons for the local plant
alone.

In November of 1925, Holly Sugar an-
nounced that Holly was mailing checks to
the beet growers. The per acre amounts
were noted in the November 14, 1925
edition of the Montrose Daily Press:
PAYMENT BEING MADE FOR BEETS
GROWN IN VALLEY
Holly Mails Checks for Deliveries Made
Last Month. The Holly Sugar Company
office in Delta is placing in the mails Satur-
day afternoon checks representing the
first payment of S5 per ton on the 1925
beets delivered in October, amounting to
from 5275,000 to $300,000. This money
goes to the Montrose and Delta County
beet growers and is a very handsome sum
to be distributed at this time. The amount
going out from the Grand Junction factory
is about 5200,000. Superintendent Draper
says that many of the growers in Mont-
rose and Delta counties are receiving from
5120 to 5150 per acre as the first payment
on their crop, which is a mighty fine in-
come. Payment for the beets delivered in
November will be made in December. Oth-
er payments will also be made on those
delivered in October as the price is on a
sliding scale. The Delta factory will have
beets enough to operate until holiday
week between Christmas and New Year’s.
The crop is said to be 90 per cent harvest-
ed in this district. Good weather has great-
ly expedited the harvest.

Following the end of the 1925 season,
another possible income producer started
to show possibilities in the by-product of
the sugar beets. In early January Lewis
Van Winkle visited the area, visiting both
Delta and Grand Junction. He was re-
searching the use of beet by-products,
primarily the beet tops as cattle feed. Van
Winkle was professor of chemistry at the
Montana Agricultural College, which later
that year became the Montana State Uni-
versity. During the previous years Mon-

tana had been subject to two almost cata-
strophic beet harvests. Van Winkle was
researching ways to enhance the Mon-
tana beet growing communities and ex-
pressed confidence that the Uncom-
pahgre Valley could benefit from his
efforts.

Harvesting sugar beets was a labor-
intensive endeavor. The digging could be
accomplished with machinery, but the
beets had to be topped prior to pro-
cessing, and that feat was done by hand,
requiring a sizeable labor pool. Van Win-
kle pointed out that, while pasturing the
harvested tops was somewhat successful,
it might reduce the end cost if the tops
were processed into a feed that was not
only more nutritious, but also alleviated
the common problem of cattle choking on
the tops.

In mid-march of 1926, T. W. Monell, who
later became the Colorado Secretary of
State, gave a lengthy address to the Mont-
rose Business and Professional Women.
He also went to great lengths to encour-
age every farmer to switch to sugar beets.
He was quoted in the March 26, 1926 edi-
tion of the Montrose Daily Press as saying,
"It is the only crop in which the grower is
insured against loss." He described in de-
tail the incredible tonnage of sugar beets
that were shipped from the Uncompahgre
Valley growers and reported the results of
a contest for young beet growers.

As the 1926 harvest was in full swing,
Colorado boasted a total of 17 beet pro-
cessing plants. The Delta plant closed in
1977. The reports of the time attributed
the closure to a combination of low sugar
prices and outdated equipment. The huge
building in Delta has housed several busi-
nesses since then. As of 2025, there is
only the plant in Fort Morgan still in oper-
ation. Surprisingly, sugar beets still ac-
count for about 55% of the domestic sug-
ar, but globally the percentage is only
about 20%.
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS

ROAD CLOSURE SCHEDULED ON PAHGRE ROAD BEGINNING OCT. 13

Special to the Mirror

MONTROSE— Montrose County Public Works will implement a road closure on
Pahgre Road beginning October 13, 2025, through November 14, 2025, to allow Tri-
County Water to install a new water main line.

Electronic message boards and public notifications will be posted in advance of the
closure. Drivers are encouraged to plan alternate routes and follow posted signage
during this period.

For more information, please contact Russ Chameroy at 970-964-2457 or Rich Rive-
ra at 970-252-7009.

CORRECTION: LINK TO VIDEO

Editor’s Note: In a news release in last
week’s Mirror from Montrose Regional
Health regarding Advanced practice provid-
ers (APPs) , a video link was inadvertently
left out. For more information and to hear
directly from some MRH advanced practice
providers, watch the video at https://bit.ly/
MRH-APP or visit montrosehealth.com.

R LU SHOT

CLINIC

WALK UP CLINIC

Oct. 15th | 3-7pm

Montrose County Event Center
HIGH-DOSE FLU SHOTS AVAILABLE

Tﬁe‘M,ontrose Mirror.
- “Providing a public
voice for all
members of our
community.

For more information, montrosefluclinic.com

5 'S ‘
9 MONTROSE “‘D‘ BASINSH'NIC =t RIVER VALLEY

REGIONAL HEALTH

FOR QUESTIONS please call 970-252-45085 or visit montrosefluclinic.com
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WHITEY'S

HOME IMPROVEMENT, INC.

Replacement Windows Seamless Rain Gutters

« Vinyl Insulated Low E Glass + 5" & 6" Aluminum, Steel, and Copper

» Windows & Patio Doors « Over 30 Colors Available

Entry Door System Gutter Leaf Guard

» Insulated Steel & Fiberglass + Many Styles Patio Covers & Lattice Pergolas
Storm Doors - Steel & Aluminum - Any Size

» Heavy Duty « Many Styles & Colors « Attached or Freestanding

Exterior Siding - Low Maintenance = Mobile Home Improvements
* Insulated Vinyl + Aluminum or Steel * Roofing, Windows, Doors, & Siding
Eaves & Overhang Coverings Skylights & Suntubes

« Vinyl-Aluminum « Low Maintenance * Many Sizes & Styles

Before You Buy, Give Whitey’s a Try!

“Serving the Local Area Since 1947”

Montrose Delta
970-249-9603 wwwWhiteyshomeimprovementcon 970-874-3665
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4 \ OCTOBER IS ' REGIONAL
S Pneadst § NEWS BRIEFS
AWARENESS

4
| NATIONAL INDIGENOUS
PEOPLE'S DAY TALK IN
RIDGWAY OCT. 13

Special to the Mirror

RIDGWAY-The Northern San Juan Great Old
Broads for Wilderness invites you to meet our
national executive director, Reba Elliott, via
Zoom at the Ridgway library Monday Oct 13th
from 1-3pm. Following the talk, we will honor
National Indigenous People's Day with a nature
journaling activity and share. All are wel-
come! Bring paper/ journal and colored pen-
cils. Email northernsanjuan@greatoldbroads.or
g with any questions.
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS

Special to the Mirror

MONTROSE— The City of Montrose is accepting applications for vacancies on the Historic Preservation Commission. One voting
member and one alternate member of the Commission will be appointed by the City Council. Applications are due by 6 p.m. on

Wednesday, October 15, 2025.

The city encourages community members with
prior experience or an interest in historic
preservation to apply.

The Historic Preservation Commission serves
as the evaluative body for historic properties in
the City of Montrose, providing recommenda-
tions to the City Council on historic property
designations, assisting with public education
regarding municipal history and historic preser-
vation, and reviewing best practices for desig-
nation standards and preservation efforts
throughout the community.

At least 60% of the Commission's members
are residents of the city, and at least 40% of
them are professionals or individuals with ex-
tensive expertise in a preservation-related dis-
cipline, including but not limited to history,
architecture, landscape architecture, American
studies, American civilization, cultural geogra-
phy, cultural anthropology, planning, or ar-
chaeology.

To learn more about the Commission, please
visit www.cityofmontrose.org/History.
Applications are available at City Hall, 400 E.
Main Street, at www.CityofMontrose.org/
History, or by calling the City Clerk’s Office at
970.240.1430.

For information about the City of Montrose
visit CityofMontrose.org.

PRIMEHEALTH <t

WHERE CARE COMES TOGETHER

We've added more providers
to serve you!

Appointments
available now—no waiting!

Medical
Dental
Behavioral Health
Pharmacy

Medicaid Medicare

Commercial Insurance
Self-Pay/sSliding Fee Scale

970.200.1674

87 Merchant Drive, Montrose

PrimeHealthPlus.org
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COLORADO NEWS BRIEFS

FORMER SAN MIGUEL DEPUTY ON THE
RUN CAUGHT IN MEXICO, TRANSFERRED TO ARIZONA

CBI courtesy photo.

Colorado Bureau of Investigation
CBI — TELLURIDE, CO —The Colorado Bu-
reau of Investigation (CBI) can confirm Mr.
Jesus Damian Nieblas, a former deputy
with the San Miguel County Sheriff’s
Office, has been taken into custody.
Nieblas was apprehended by Mexican
authorities in the border town of Agua
Prieta, Mexico and was transferred to the
custody of the U.S. Marshals at the border
checkpoint near Douglas, Arizona.

Nieblas fled to Mexico on or around July
10th, 2025 following the execution of a
search warrant on his home and vehicle in
Norwood, Colorado by the Colorado Bu-
reau of Investigation as part of an active

Now easier to read on
your iPhone
www.montrosemirror.co

— -

Montrese My

investigation. Evidence recovered during
that operation resulted in the issuance of
a probable cause arrest warrant.

The warrant includes the following al-
leged charges:

-One (1) count of Sexual Exploitation of a
Child (Class 3 Felony)

-Eleven (11) counts of Sexual Exploitation
of a Child (Class 4 Felony)

-Sixteen (16) counts of Sexual Exploitation
of a Child (Class 5 Felony)

-Twenty-seven (27) counts of Failure to
Report Child Abuse or Neglect (Class 2
Misdemeanor)

Nieblas is currently being held at the Co-
chise County Jail in Bisbee, Arizona on a
$100,000 cash-only bond.

The CBI and San Miguel County Sheriff’s
Office were made aware that he was in
custody on September 29th. Due to legal
processes, this new information was not
authorized for release until Oct. 3rd.

Make Integrated Dermatology

of Montrose your skincare
destination of choicel

Spencer Hamner,
PA-C

Providing safe, sophisticated
care featuring:
- Precancer & Cancer Screenings

- Skin, Nail, & Hair Disease Treatment
& Management

- Non-Invasive Repair of Damaged Skin
* MOHs Surgeries

- Cosmetic Procedures

- TeleDerm Appointments
- Parking Lot Check-Ins

* Monthly Specials
Carly Routzahn,
PA-C
3480 Wolverine Dr. INTEGRATED
Suite F DERMATOLOGY of Montrose

Montrose, CO

Call today at 970-252-7444 or visit us at:
www.IntegratedDermatologyofMontrose.com
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS

WHAT MAKES A GOOD SCHOOL BOARD CANDIDATE?

Editor:

| have a few thoughts after attending the UVEA Forum for the School Board Candidates.

Does one need to have been in the public school system?

I grew up in the public schools in Chicago, and | had fantastic teachers, who influenced my life positively, and terrible teachers,
who, | felt we’re just collecting a paycheck. Having said that, working in the District for 30+ years does not make a person qualified
to serve as a Board Director.

Darren Sofka spoke about his long history as a teacher and coach, and even mentioned that his wife is currently a teacher in
Olathe (as though that would strengthen his standing as a candidate). This should not be a requirement to serve a a Board Director.
Does a good candidate need college degrees?

Not necessarily. What is more important is that a candidate is discerning, a critical thinker, a good listener, and able to work to-
gether toward common goals. Also, they should not be easily swayed or collapse under pressure by other Board members or the
Superintendent when making critical decisions for the District.

Does a good candidate need to have lived in our area long enough to become familiar with our District?

Not necessarily. All students have similar needs: to be taught the basics, feel safe, have an environment conducive to learning
(especially that meets their learning styles), and a supportive family.

Should a candidate have children currently in our public school system?

Again, not necessarily. After listening to Shane Daly at the UVEA Forum, whose oldest graduated from MHS, he said that he has
become familiar with our District by speaking with teachers and parents. Three of our current Board Directors do not have children
in the system although they graduated from it with the exception of Neisha Balleck, Stephen Bush, Sarah Fishering, and Ted Va-
lerio.

We need Board Directors who will listen to the teachers, parents and administrators and not follow agendas of other Board mem-
bers, or the Superintendent. They need to fight for transparency, fairness and truth, and do what is best for the student and teach-
ers. We need a diversity of backgrounds, not retired public school employees.

| encourage everyone to attend one of the Candidate Forums this week in order to learn more about them.

Leah Vandersluis, Montrose

Vote No To
"City of Montrose - Amend City Charter”
Ballot Measure
It:

* Increases Term Limits for City Councilor
* Eliminates Residency Requirement for Municipal
Judge

Vote No on
November 4%

Pald For by David & Lynn Stockton
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MONTROSE BOCC HEARS BOARD OF HEALTH REPORT From pg 1

that forbid certain commentary.
“..Personal attacks and disagreements,
personnel and employment matters, the
use of profanity or ethnic, racial or gender-
oriented slurs are prohibited, as is any
‘disorderly conduct’ which violates State
or Local law and shall not be permitted...”
First to speak was Ray Langston. “...at the
risk of repeating myself...when you give a
man power, what happens...”

BOCC Chair Scott Mijares interjected, “Is
this a personal attack? That’s not what
public comment is for.”

Langston briefly continued, “...We the
public hold you accountable...you brought
it on yourself...”

Next to speak was Scott Hammer, who
once again discussed an address on the
Nancy Way that has become a junkyard of
sorts, 63970 Nancy Way—a situation that
helped to inspire the County’s junk ordi-
nance in the first place.

“It is a junkyard,” Hammer said, noting
that he has filed a formal complaint in the
past and that there are now ten cars on
the property, among other items. Ham-
mer asked the BOCC to drive past the resi-
dence and view it for themselves.
“...Please, commissioners, do something
about this obvious violation of the ordi-
nance...”

Sue Gattis also spoke, “This is just a re-
minder to all of us to be sure we know the
facts before we speak out...”

INTERIM COUNTY MANAGER

Interim County Manager David White said
that the Circle 3 Addition was moved up
to be the second rather than the third
item to be considered under Planning and
Development General Business.
CONSENT AGENDA

Consent Agenda items were approved
unanimously, with Resolution No. 46-2025
assigned to Consent Agenda Item 8.
GENERAL BUSINESS & ADMINISTRATIVE
ITEMS

Commissioners voted unanimously to ap-
prove the first item, the appointment of
Christine Collin to fill a vacancy on the
Gunnison Basin Roundtable.
Commissioners then left regular session
to reconvene as the Montrose County
Board of Health.

MONTROSE COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH
Public Health Director Mirza Ahmed dis-
cussed two public health items.

The first item involved possible approval
of a $26K Grant from COAC (Colorado
Opioid Abatement Council). Ahmed dis-
cussed the ways in which the grant could
be used to support those who are dealing
with the impacts of opioid use. Among
other uses, the grant funds could be used
to support events to raise awareness,
both in Montrose and in the West End.
“The West End is in my heart,” Ahmed
said.

Commissioners voted unanimously to
approve acceptance of the grant.
Background-As noted in the meeting
agenda, “WCPHP (Western Colorado Pub-
lic Health Partnership) / Gunnison County
received a Notice of Award from COAC,
under round 3 Infrastructure Funding Op-
portunity. Montrose County as Sub-
Recipient desires to provide services for
the purpose of increasing prevention,
treatment, and recovery support. Grant
Sub-Recipient shall furnish all materials,
labor, supervision, supplies and equipment
to commence, diligently pursue, and com-
plete the Services as more specifically set
forth on Appendix "A". The total amount
of the award to Grant Sub-Recipient is
Twenty-Six Thousand dollars (526,000.00).
The term of this Agreement shall com-
mence on August 15, 2025, and shall ter-
minate on December 31, 2026.”

The second health discussion item in-
volved the renewal of software used by
the Department of Health to track com-
municable diseases. The request was
unanimously approved by the Board of
Health.

Background- The meeting agenda states
the request for renewal: “

“Consideration
and possible authorization of annual re-
new with Contexture for required access
to digital health record systems which
includes care and their medical history. A
complete view of each patient is vital for
delivering the best care and a positive pa-
tient experience. Contexture will provide
practices and the latest medical infor-
mation, including hospital/ER discharge
summaries, images, and lab data for new

and existing patients. Those records are
required for the TB and communicable
disease program interventions.”
Commissioners closed the Board of
Health discussion and reconvened as the
Montrose County Board of Commission-
ers.

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT GENERAL
BUSINESS

The BOCC voted unanimously to approve
two Planning and Development items. The
Circle 3 Addition was moved up to be the
second rather than the third item to be
considered. Approved were:

-The 2 Bar S Ranch Large Tract Exemption
[EX25-004] proposal to divide three Lots
from 80 acres at Parcel 376535300012;
and

- The Circle 3 Addition Special Use [SU25-
002] proposal to update the Special Use
permit to allow an addition to an existing
building at Parcel 376718400033.

The final Planning and Development item
was once again continued, due to ongoing
concerns raised by neighboring landowner
Scott Riba, who presented a court order
stating that no more than two residences
can be addressed from the roadway. The
proposed division would violate the court
order, Riba said. “Unless you want to ar-
gue it in court...we have a right to fence
that easement...it’s in the court order.”
Moving the road 30 feet to the West
would be a simple solution, Riba said,
noting that he and his wife spent $40K to
litigate the matter.

Despite objections raised by the Appli-
cant’s Representative Fred Ballard, the
BOCC voted to continue the Old Valley
Preliminary Plan [MA25-006] proposal to
divide 11.25 acres from three lots into five
lots at Parcels 376532404003,
376532404001, and 376532404002, and
to seek legal advice in Executive Session.
EXECUTIVE SESSION

The BOCC left regular session and entered
three consecutive Executive Sessions, as
listed below:

1. Human Resources, Leslie Quon, Human
Resources Director

The Board met in Executive Session pursu-
ant to C.R.S. 24-6-402 (4)(f)(l) - personnel
matters; and C.R.S. 24-6-402 (4)(b) - legal

Continued next pg



https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3633420/6600_Road_Resolution_9.25.25.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3632599/Montrose_County_IGA_-_COAC_Grant_jra.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3632599/Montrose_County_IGA_-_COAC_Grant_jra.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3632682/Government_Entity_Addendum_Montrose_9.15.25.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3632683/HIE_General_Terms_and_Conditions_Montrose_Contexture_Edits_9.15.25.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3632683/HIE_General_Terms_and_Conditions_Montrose_Contexture_Edits_9.15.25.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3632683/HIE_General_Terms_and_Conditions_Montrose_Contexture_Edits_9.15.25.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3630460/2_Bar_S_Ranch_Large_Tract_Exemption_staff_report_for_BOCC.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3630460/2_Bar_S_Ranch_Large_Tract_Exemption_staff_report_for_BOCC.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3630391/Circle_3_Addition_Special_Use_staff_report_for_BOCC.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3630391/Circle_3_Addition_Special_Use_staff_report_for_BOCC.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3630517/Old_Valley_Preliminary_Plan_staff_report_for_BOCC_10-1.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3630517/Old_Valley_Preliminary_Plan_staff_report_for_BOCC_10-1.pdf
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advice, for the purpose of discussing the County Manager position and Interim Director Positions.

2. County Attorney, Julie Andress, County Attorney

The Board met with the County Attorney in Executive Session pursuant to C.R.S. 24-6-402(4)(b) for legal advice regarding the
County’s trademark of the Rimrocker Trail.

3. County Attorney, Julie Andress, County Attorney

The Board met with the County Attorney, Interim County Manager, and the Planning and Development Director in Executive Ses-
sion pursuant to C.R.S. 24-6-402(4)(b) for legal advice regarding the revision of the zoning regulations.

Following the Executive Sessions, Commissioners returned to regular session and then adjourned the regular meeting at 12:07pm.

% ING

Join Our Team!

g
POSITIONS AVAILABLE: /

@ Licensed Plumber
@ Apprentice

* Competitive Wages
 Company Vehicle provided
¢ Growth opportunities

REQUIREMENTS:

» Valid Driver’s License

* Licensed Plumber applicants must hold
current certification

* Apprentice applicants: no experience
necessary (We provide training!)

* Pay based on experience

APPLY TODAY Aaron Varbel | 970.433.2010|
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OFFERED FOR SALE

59363 Lupine Court
Montrose, CO

MLS# 827674
Offered at: $599,999
e » faa, I Al

- PROPERTY INFORMATION

Charming country home on an irfigated acre— Located in rural subdivision, this 2500
sq ft custom home offers warmth, character, and thoughtful design throughout. Step
into a welcoming entryway that opens to a cozy library room lined with built-in
bookshelves—perfect for curling up with your favorite novel or expanding into the
main floor office. Continue Inte the heart of the home: an efficient, kitchen featuring a
wall pantry and under-sink water heater, flowing seamlessly into the breakfast area
and spacious great room. Don't forget to notice the lovely formal dining recom and
spacious laundry /utility room. This home is so flexible in the designation of the rooms,
could the office on the main floor become a bedroom , could the dining become an
office or library? Upstairs, you'll find three generously sized bedrooms, one even
Includes a dedicated office space, ideal for working from home or hobbies. You can't
help but notice all the bright natural light streaming inte many rooms of the home.
From the kitchen step outside onto the new composite deck overlooking a tranquil koi
pond. Meander along gravel paths through a meticulously cultivated garden filled
with raised beds, of fruit trees, flowers and herbs, alt of this and more in a fully fenced
back yard. With a new roof in 2024 this home could be what you are lecking for,

FEATURES
e 3 Bedrooms e Covered Porch
¢ 3 Baths e Shed/Storage

Peg Evanoika

e Spacious Deck ® Koi Pond Broker Associate

CENTURY 21 &G

500 E Main St | Montrose, CO
the-res.com

CRS, SRES, MRP

970-209-3934


mailto:realtor@pegevanoika.com
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS

ROAD SAFETY AND WILDFIRE PREPAREDNESS PROJECT LAUNCHES -GMUG

Special to the Mirror

DELTA-The Grand Mesa, Uncompahgre and Gunnison National Forests announce wildfire and hazard mitigation project at the Gun-
nison Ranger District, which is expected to bring minor traffic delays and limited closures on National Forest Service Road (NFSR)
742, beginning on, or after September 29.

The Taylor Canyon Hazard Tree and Fuels Reduction Project will focus on thinning forest undergrowth and removing hazardous
dead, damaged and diseased trees. Approximately 188 acres will be treated along NFSR 742, which will extend out 200 feet on
either side of the road in select areas. The treatment area will start near North Bank Campground and extend 3 miles up the can-
yon, including One Mile Campground and Rosy Lane Campground. This work is expected to continue throughout the fall as condi-
tions allow.

The project aims to enhance daily road safety and ensure emergency accessibility in the event of a wildfire. Work will be per-
formed by contractors, who will manage traffic while conducting tree removal operations near the roadway. Motorists are asked
to exercise caution, reduce speeds and respect traffic control signage. Additionally, river users—including fishermen, boaters and
other recreationists—are urged to remain vigilant and practice safe behavior along the Taylor River, especially near areas where
active work is underway.

For recreation information, project updates and more, visit the forest website, X or Facebook.

Are you a Plumber
or HVAC Tech
in Montrose?

’ o
We're FHiring!
We Offer a Great
Professional Work

5400 Off.
a Janked
Water FHeater!

Full Installation of
any Tanked Water
Heater, Including:

* Gas or Electric
Tanked Units
» Standard 40- &
50-Gal. Models
* Top-tier Brands &
Energy Efficient
Options
* Manufacturer &
Labor Warranties
Included

The Professionals You Need

When You Need Us

Same Day Service Guaranteed.”

VK
! ’
; e

970-765-6252
www.Unrivaled.Plumbing

officeco@Unrivaled.Plumbing

Environment With the

Best Pay, Where Your

Skills Are Valued and
Your Work Matters.

=

@
&

ey



https://www.fs.usda.gov/r02/gmug
https://x.com/gmug_nf
https://www.facebook.com/GMUG.NF/
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FAMILY MEDICINE

Now Accepting
New Patients

Dr. Michelle Sommer
Family Medicine

Come Meet Our Newest Provider!

Scan the QR Code or Call Today to
schedule your first appointment.

WE ACCEPT MEDICAID, MEDICARE & MOST MAJOR INSURANCES

970-497-4921

AHigh Point Surgery

Struggling to Live
Comfortably
With Varicose VeinS? Dr. Jennifer Johannes

General Surgeon

High Point Surgery Can Help!

Scan the QR Code or Call Today to learn
more about the treatment options
that are right for you.

970-497-7925



https://www.peakpros.org/
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BUSINESS

\

Understanding Economic Stress to Business

Has your business been impacted by the South Rim Fire?

Information collected in this entry form will help local, tribal and
state authorities understand disaster impacts and needs.

The availability of disaster assistance is not guaranteed. This entry
form does not serve as an application for assistance programs.

Business Impacts Physical Damages

include business any business-related
disruption, staffing issues, property damaged by fire,
lost revenue, inventory ash, smoke, fumes and
loss, increased operating Busi S Link flood after fire.

costs and delayed pusiness survey Link

operations.

Economic impacts can Physical damages include
[m]:a:

| Technical Assistance
' cdps_dhsem_srtf@state.co.us



https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/c12e85c2dbef4ce79d90fa03faf20e41
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ENCUESTA DE

iTu negocio se ha visto afectado por el South Rim Fire?

La informacion recopilada en este formulario de registro ayudara a
las autoridades locales, tribales y estatales a comprender los
impactos y las necesidades derivados del desastre.

No se garantiza la disponibilidad de asistencia por desastre. Este
formulario de registro no constituye una solicitud para programas

de asistencia

Impactos al negocio Danos fisicos

Los impactos economicos Los danos fisicos induyen
pueden induir ' E cualquier propiedad
interrupdon del negocio, seem relacionada con el
problemas de personal, negodio que hayasido
gérdida de ingresos, Enlace de la encuesta afectada por fuego,
pérdida de inventario, e = ceniza, humo, gasesy/o
aumento de costos emresarial inundacion posterior al
operativos y operaciones incendio.
retrasadas.



https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/c12e85c2dbef4ce79d90fa03faf20e41
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS

OURAY ICE PARK VOLUNTEERS DEEPEN PERSONAL CONNECTIONS TO THE UNCOMPAHGRE GORGE

Special to the Mirror

OURAY-The Ouray Ice Park joins forces again with the Uncompahgre Watershed Part-
nership on Saturday, October 11 for their eighth annual Love Your Gorge volunteer
event. The two nonprofits are recruiting climbers, river lovers and anyone who cares
about local nature and outdoor recreation to donate three hours of work in trade for a

hearty lunch, giveaways, and tour at the park.

“Whether you enjoy ice climbing, hiking, or vias you can't beat the beauty of the :
Gorge, come out and help us maintain this beautiful spot. It's a great chance to get your
hands dirty and meet some really amazing people,” said Ice Park Operations Manager

Corey Gera.

& MONTROSE

REGIONAL HEALTH

Congratulates
Leann Tobin

ON HER RETIREMENT

Montrose Regional Health proudly
acknowledges and thanks Leann for over
36 years of dedicated service

Your compassion, commitment, and care
have made a lasting difference for our
patients, their families, your colleagues,
and our community. We are deeply
grateful for your many years of service
and the positive impact you have made at
Montrose Regional Health.
800.5, 3rd Street
Montrose, CO 81401

970-249-2211
MontroseHealth.com

f |in]Olo)

Gera is entering her — e |
the park. She has
been climbing since high school, and became an ice climber after
moving to Ouray.

The Ice Park’s mission is to create and operate a world-class ice
climbing park that inspires and enhances the lives of the commu-
nities it serves. The nonprofit builds and operates the ice climbing
amenities in a public park in and around the Uncompahgre Gorge
at the south end of the City of Ouray. Park use is free, and ice
climbing season is generally between December and March.

“As staff, we really try to balance play and protection. A large
part of protecting a place is building stewardship. People have to
love an area in order to want to protect it. By helping provide
people an opportunity to recreate in such a special place, we're
encouraging a deeper love and understanding of the importance
of our public spaces, here and beyond the Gorge,” she explained.
The Uncompahgre River flows through the gorge, after descend-
ing from Red Mountain Pass and into the Uncompahgre River
Valley. The Uncompahgre Watershed Partnership has a mission of
protecting and restoring the Uncompahgre River and its tributar-
ies from its headwaters near Silverton down to the northern
Ouray County line.

The two organizations come together each autumn to clean up
litter, downed trees, and non-native, invasive plants to improve
both the environment and user safety. Last year, 10 trees were
planted as well. This year, some volunteers will help with repair-
ing stairs, eroded by storms and snowmelt.

A Nonpoint Source grant from the Colorado Department of Pub-
lic Health and Environment is also funding other erosion control
work on a slope between the two roads that cross through the
park. The goal is to reduce sediment and rocks from sliding into
the river, and establish healthy plants in that area, which will also
improve a trail and user safety.

“Operating the park is a huge undertaking each season. Love
Your Gorge is great for big picture tasks that would need doing
whether there was an Ice Park or not,” concluded Gera. “My fa-
vorite part is seeing the community come together to help main-
tain such an integral part of our town.”

For information and to sign up, go to https://
www.uncompahgrewatershed.org/love-your-gorge-volunteer-
form/ or email info@uncompahgrewatershed.org.



https://www.uncompahgrewatershed.org/love-your-gorge-volunteer-form/
https://www.uncompahgrewatershed.org/love-your-gorge-volunteer-form/
https://www.uncompahgrewatershed.org/love-your-gorge-volunteer-form/
mailto:info@uncompahgrewatershed.org
http://www.montrosehealth.com/

~»B030M BUDDIES
33% ANNUAL 5K Walk/Run & 10K Run

Presenting Sponsor &g MONTROSE

" REGIONAL HEALTH

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 11T

Montrose Pavilion 1800 E. Pavilion Place

— Use QR Code Pre-Register $35 at ‘:
L www.BosomBuddiesSWC.org _,.5-
SRR g Register Walk Day $40 O
ol Sothwastarn Colorads Fun Begins At 9am [w] i

RUN - WALK - HELP - SUPPORT

33 Years Closer To Help And Hope ALL PROCEEDS ARE SPENT LOGALLY TO HELP LOCALS!

LN

(38
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YOUR LAST CHANCE TO SPEAK UP ON SOLAR IN MONTROSE COUNTY

By Sean M. Pond, Montrose County Com-
missioner, District 3

For the last two years, Montrose County
has had a temporary pause on new big
solar projects. We did this so we could
take time to study the issue and write
good rules for the future. By Colorado
law, that pause cannot stay forever. Now
we must pick a permanent plan, and once
we choose it will guide solar development
in our county for decades.

There are only two choices:

Alternative 1 — Very few restrictions.
Solar companies could build almost any-
where in Montrose County.

Alternative 2 — Stronger rules that help
protect open spaces, scenic views, farms,
ranches, and our rural way of life while

still letting solar go where it makes sense.
This is the last chance for the public to
weigh in before the Board of County Com-
missioners makes a final decision. If you
do not speak up now, you may not get
another opportunity and these rules will
be set for many years.

I have done everything | can to make this
process open and fair. But now it is up to
you.

Here is how to have your say:

Write a short email today and say wheth-
er you want Alternative 1 or Alternative 2.
Send your email to: trich-
mond@montrosecounty.net

Please copy me as well:
spond@montrosecounty.net

You can read the full draft rules for your-

self here:

Alternative 1: https://legistarweb-
production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/
attachment/pdf/3506815/

DRAFT ZR Regs for PGF BOCC 8-
6_Alt 1.pdf

Alternative 2: https://legistarweb-
production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/
attachment/pdf/3506816/

DRAFT ZR Regs for PGF BOCC 8-
6_Alt 2.pdf

It only takes a few minutes to send an
email.

But if you stay silent now, you cannot
complain later when the rules are set.

I am asking you, neighbors, friends, and
families, to use your voice. This is your
county, your land, and your future.

VOTE TO SUPPORT OUR LIBRARY, A CORNERSTONE OF OPPORTUNITY AND CONNECTION

Editor:

This November, our community will make
an important decision about the future of
our library. The upcoming ballot measures
will determine whether our library can
continue offering the level of service, pro-
grams, and resources we rely on—or
whether it will be forced to cut back in
significant ways.

If these measures fail, the impact will be
felt throughout the community. Open
hours will be reduced, making it harder
for families, students, seniors, and work-
ing people to access the library when they
need it. Programs that bring our commu-
nity together—story times, technology
help, book clubs, and more—will be
scaled back or eliminated. The library’s
collection of books, movies, and digital

materials will shrink, limiting access to the of what makes our library a cornerstone

information and stories that enrich our
lives. Even core services like public com-
puters, research assistance, and interli-
brary loans will be harder to maintain.
Our library is more than a building full of
books. It is a safe and welcoming place
where children develop a love of reading,
where students find resources to succeed
in school, where travellers renew their
passports, and where neighbors of all ag-
es can learn, create, and belong. For
many, it might be the only place in town
with free internet, free meeting space, or
simply a quiet place to study. These op-
portunities are possible only because the
library is funded by the community it
serves.

If the measures fail, we risk losing much

of opportunity and connection. Reduced
hours, fewer programs, and a smaller col-
lection will mean fewer chances for our
children to grow, fewer resources for
those working to improve their lives, and
fewer spaces for us to come together as a
community.

I urge my neighbors to think about what
the library has given them—whether it
was a favorite childhood story, help with a
résumé, or simply a place to feel wel-
come.

By supporting the library on the ballot,
we are investing in education, opportuni-
ty, and community for everyone.

Let’s keep our library strong.

Sincerely,
Rachel King, MRLD Trustee



https://mail.bpetersondesign.com/Mondo/lang/sys/blank.htm
https://mail.bpetersondesign.com/Mondo/lang/sys/blank.htm
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FINANCING AVAILABLE!

9 1/2%
INTEREST

ON THESE BRAND NEW MOVE-IN READY HOMES

LOT #1600 LOT #2836
$1,725 PER MONTH

f

i Ji”mJ H

LOT #1608
51,758 PER MONTH

| Call Today For
| More Information:
(970) 249-0493

Monthly p’géyment includes
estimated mortgage plus lot rent.

*WAC. ESTIMATED PAYMENT, RATES AND TERMS MAY VARY BASED ON CREDIT
HISTORY. NOT ALL APPLICANTS WILL QUALIFY. SUBJECT TO LENDER TERMS &
CONDITIONS. ACTUAL TERM, RATE, APR, AND LOAN AMOUNT MAY VARY.*

(1e 901 65.30 ROAD, MONTROSE, CO
' CIMARRON (REEK. 5pEN: MONDAY-FRIDAY, 8AM-5PM



http://www.cimarroncreekcommunity.com/
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NION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS

VOTE NO ON MONTROSE CHARTER AMENDMENTS

Editor:

The City of Montrose is pushing a package
of charter amendments that voters must
reject. This bundle combines minor ad-
justments, like removing gender-specific
language, with significant changes that
could weaken accountability, limit voter
choice, and delay citizen-led initiatives. By
lumping these issues together, the city
prevents residents from voting on each
change separately, masking a potential
power grab by the city manager.
Weakening Recall Requirements

One major concern is the alteration of
recall requirements. These changes would
make it harder for residents to remove
underperforming or unethical officials.
The recall process is a vital tool for holding
leaders accountable mid-term, ensuring
they serve the community’s interests.
Weakening this mechanism reduces the
power of Montrose residents to demand
better governance. While this mechanism
should never be taken lightly, it should not
be an insurmountable task to remove an
unethical elected official either.

Eroding Local Oversight

Another troubling proposal eliminates the

residency requirement for the municipal
judge. This change risks appointing outsid-
ers who lack familiarity with Montrose’s
unique needs and values. A local judge,
rooted in the community, ensures deci-
sions reflect our priorities. Removing this
mandate erodes local oversight and could
lead to rulings disconnected from our
city’s character.

Delaying Grassroots Efforts

The amendments also extend the City
Clerk’s timeline for certifying signatures
on initiative and referendum petitions.
This delays grassroots efforts, making it
more difficult for citizens to challenge
council decisions or propose reforms.
Speedy certification is crucial for empow-
ering residents to act swiftly when they
see the need for change. Slowing this pro-
cess stifles the voice of the people.
Hidden Expansion of Council Power
Some changes, like updating utilities to
align with state and federal law, may seem
harmless. However, these updates could
quietly expand the council’s authority
without clear safeguards. Without trans-
parency, such shifts risk concentrating
power in the hands of a few, leaving resi-

Join us at the

Colorado DOGE Report

dents with less control over our city’s fu-
ture.

Protect the Current Charter

This all-or-nothing deal is unacceptable.
Montrose deserves a charter that protects
voter rights, ensures accountability, and
preserves local control. The current Coun-
cil Members assured us the last time
changes were made that they would be
good for the next 50 years, that was just
11 years ago giving unprecedented power
to the City Manager. Forcing residents to
accept a mixed bag of changes, some of
which undermine these principles, is a
disservice to our community. The city
must offer clear explanations and sepa-
rate votes for each amendment. Until
then, protect Montrose’s charter by VOT-
ING NO on this sprawling, problematic
proposal. Let’s demand transparency and
keep our city government accountable to
its residents.

Michael J Badagliacco, “MJB”

Michael is the father of five and grandfather
of three, United States Air Force Veteran,
International Recording Artist, passionate
about the United States of America and the
founders Genius of the Constitution and Edi-
tor-in-Chief, Colorado DOGE Report

Colorado DOGE Report is a non-partisan government watchdog shining the light on
Constitutionality of policy and fiscal responsibility of Colorado State and Local government.

https://coDOGEreport.com

Insightful Political Commentary

New Content every Tuesday

Breaking news when it happens!
Join our email and text list.

Scanme


https://codogereport.com/
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FUNDRAISER

, 1.;}  GETREADY TO KICK OFF THE HOLIDAY SEASON IN THE SPIRIT OF GIVING!

CAMELOT GARDENS & GIFTS | 16612 S TOWNSEND AVE

5:00PM —7:30 PM
ADMISSION IS FREE!

JOW US FOR A FESTIVE EVENING FILLED WTH

LIVE MUSIC « DELICIOUS DRINKS = SAYORY FOOD « CHARITY AUCTION

o v G e BID ON UNIQUE ITEMS AND EXPERIENCES WHILE SPREADING CHEER—EVERY DOLLAR RAISED
. "'AJ"'% 5‘*5'* L* SUPPORTS LOCAL PROGRAMS LIKE SHOES FOR KIDS, STUDENT DICTIONARIES, AND THE FISHING DERBY.

COME CELEBRATE, CONNECT, AND GIVE BACK THIS HOLIDAY SEASON.
TOGETHER, WE CAN MAKE SPIRITS BRIGHT!

BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

Rotary

Club of Montrose
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ONLY 3% DOWN!
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901 65.30 ROAD
LOT #1504
MONTROSE, CO

| =

PROPERTY I«‘EéﬁURES l_ﬂ IE:’]] P
=B < = HE
3 Bedroom 2 Bathroom Fully Furnished 11:2—5; 8x8 Matching Shed
| CONTACT DETAILS
$1 8 5’00 0  970-249-0493
3% Down/25 Year Term
*O N LY $ 2’1 57 0 0 manager@cimarroncreekcommunity.com
per mon th* @ www.cimarroncreekcommunity.com

($1,481.00 mortgage plus
$676.00 lot rent)

*WAC. é;iimStda paymen{ rates anvd"ierms may varﬁ' based on
credit history. Not all applicants will qualify. Subject to lender terms
& conditions. Actual term, rate, APR, and loan amount may vary.*


http://www.cimarroncreekcommunity.com/
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DOMINANCE: RED HAWKS 49, WILDCATS 8

The Red Hawks defense manhandles the Wildcats running
back for no gain. Photo by Cliff Dodge.

By Cliff Dodge Red Hawks take the Field. Photo by Cliff Dodge.
MONTROSE-The Montrose Red Hawks football team celebrated

their 2025 homecoming celebration by running roughshod over
the visiting Fruita-Monument Wildcats by the score of 49-8 on the Red Hawks home turf. The Red Hawks kept the visitors off of
the scoreboard until the final minute of the contest long after the Red Hawks had settled the issue and played the majority of their
team throughout the entire second half of action.

The Red Hawks won the coin toss and elected to kick off and play defense. The Wildcats put together a thirteen-play drive, their
longest drive of the evening, and advanced to the Montrose 35-yard line. Their drive ended with an incomplete pass on 4™ down
as they turned the football over to the Red Hawks at that point.

The first play from scrimmage for the Red Hawks was a thing of beauty. Senior fullback Elijah Wooten took a handoff and sprint-
ed 65 yards for the game’s first of many Red Hawk touchdowns. The PAT was good making the score 7-0 in the Red Hawk's favor.
The Red Hawks kicked off and the Wildcats took over at their own 30-yard line. The first play was a major mix-up and resulted in
a loss. The Wildcats fumbled on their second offensive play and the Red Hawks Senior Trevor Prock scooped up the loose ball in
the end zone for a touchdown. The score, 14-0 after a successful PAT.

The Red Hawks defense, not to be outdone by the offense, surrendered 15 yards in five plays, forced the Wildcats to punt and
turn the football over the Red Hawks. The Hawks used the same strategy and handed the football to Elijah Womack, who prompt-
ly raced 37 yards for his second touchdown of the evening increasing the score to 22-0.

The second quarter began pretty much like the first quarter with the Red Hawks defense forcing the Wildcats to turn the football
over on downs and set the Red Hawks in business at the Wildcats 37-yard-line. It took Quarterback Cade Saunders just two plays
to fire a 19 touchdown pass to Senior Chase Mehan, increasing the score to 29-0.

Another Wildcats three and out saw the Red Hawks offense continue to dominate and put together a 4 play, 48 yard drive with
Elijah Womack scoring his third touchdown of the evening--this time from three yards out, bumping the score to 35-0.

The Red Hawks were not done yet as they fielded a punt at the Wildcats 45-yard line and converted it to another touchdown.
This time Quarterback Cade Saunders reeled off a 19-yard touchdown run-- boosting the score to 42-0. This touchdown triggered
the mercy rule whereby when a team is ahead by 40 points this triggers a running clock for the rest of the game. The Red Hawks
celebrated the homecoming festivities with a running clock throughout the entire second half of play.

Head coach Brett Mertens cleared his bench throughout the entire second half of action and his second and third string players
acquitted themselves quite well. The Red Hawks scored their final touchdown as Sophomore Coulter Davis found the end zone,
making the final score 49-8.

The Wild Cats put together a final touchdown scoring drive as they drove the ball 80 yards in the final five minutes of the game,
scoring with one minute left on the scoreboard clock.

The Red Hawks improved their record for the season to 5 wins and 0 losses. The Red Hawks have five games remaining in the
regular season, all of them league games.
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RED HAWKS CLIP FALCONS 57-6

Dodge.

By Cliff Dodge

MONTROSE-A cloudy and windy field wel-
comed the Falcon Falcons and the Mont-
rose Red Hawks to the Montrose Stadium
on Friday evening.

The gusting winds create differing deci-
sions of whether to kick off or to take the
football, and whether to ensure posses-
sion of the football in the crucial fourth
quarter.

All of the decisions, however, proved to
be only talking points because the weath-
er played no part in the eventual outcome
of the contest due to the complete domi-
nation of the Red Hawks both offensively
and defensively.

The Falcons took the football and
promptly fumbled on the second play
from scrimmage--and the Red Hawks
pounced on the loose ball. The Red
Hawks scored in two plays as Elijah Wom-
ack took a handoff and rumbled 27 yards
to pay dirt and a 7-0 lead just over a mi-
nute into the contest.

The Red Hawks kicked off, and the Fal-
cons began a drive of their own. After
three plays and a 5-yard loss the Falcons
punted. The punt was high, short, and

The Red Hawk defense shuts down a right end sweep by the Falcons. Photo by Cliff

the Falcons begin a sustained drive that
lasted just over five minutes. The Red
Hawks defense stopped them at the Red
Hawks 36-yard line. It took the Red
Hawks two plays to score again, and this
time Aadin Gonzales sprinted 68 yards for

i another score, 36-6.

wobbly--and hit one of the Red Hawk
players. The Falcons recovered the foot-
ball and continued their drive, which con-
sumed 7 plays ending in a 19-yard touch-
down run. The PAT was blocked and the
score settled at 7-6.

The Red Hawks ran the ensuing kickoff
out to their own 35-yard line. The QB,
Cade Saunders, attempted a short pass
but was intercepted by the Falcons. The
Falcons, unable to move the football,
punted back the Red Hawks. On the sec-
ond play from scrimmage Elijah Womack
lugged the rock 63 yards for his second
touchdown of the evening, increasing the
score to 14-6.

The Red Hawks defense stood tall
throughout the game and Aadin Gonzales
intercepted a Falcon pass on the Falcon’s
18-yard line. Maverick Powers took a
handoff and raced 18 yards to the end
zone, increasing the score to 22-6.
Another three and out and another punt.
In the waning minutes of the first quarter
the red Hawks Elijah Womack ripped off a
40-yard touchdown run, increasing the
score to 29-6.

The opening of the second quarter saw

Things continued to become more des-
perate for the Falcons. Another punt,
another score, again this time on the legs
of Senior Elijah Womack who ran 63 yards
for his fourth touchdown of the game.
The score 43-6.

The defense rose up and shut down a
short Falcon drive as they turned the ball
over on downs.

The Red Hawks offense moved smartly
into scoring position as Elijah Womack
stopped his run to the end zone on the
one-yard-line. The team captain and cen-
ter Eason Jessup lined up at fullback and
took the handoff to score on a one-yard
touchdown run. A fitting reward for a
lineman who has opened numerous holes
for his backs to score many touchdowns
this season. At halftime the Red Hawks led
50-6, causing a running clock for the en-
tire second half.

The Red Hawks received the opening sec-
ond half kickoff and started their final
touchdown drive at their own 29-yard
line.

The offense, now peppered with virtually
all underclassmen, moved down the field
and Junior Lincoln Jones scored from 2
yards out, making the final score 57-6.
The Red Hawks, ranked #1 in 4A, continue
their pursuit of a league title and a deep
run into the playoffs.

The league play began tonight with the
win over Falcon. The next four games are
all league foes with a road trip to Doherty
in Colorado Springs next Saturday.
Upcoming games, Widefield, Mesa Ridge
and Pueblo West, will tell the tale.

The playoffs await. Stay tuned.

THANK YOU FOR READING.
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ontroserepublicans.org

CONSERVATIVE CANDIDATES
VOTE THESE SCHOOL BOARD CANDIDATES! TUES, NOV 4TH

-~

We need each one of
these conservative
school board
candidates elected to
turn around our failing
school district and get
rid of the
WOKE agendas.

VSN [oR: T\l  Protect our Sheriff funding (PSST)
| Preserve our land (No GORP)
4
@ // Defend 2nd Amendment Rights
NaURUES Y  Uphold our Conservative Values
Seat REPUBLICAN!

Taxes should be at a bare
minimum. We expect our NO
governmental representatives to

MORE
manage our money more
efficiently. TAXES

Vote NO all the way
down the ballot.
Protect TABOR!



http://www.montroserepublicans.org/
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LIMITED-TIME | &8
FINANCING OFFER 2%
ONLY 3% DOWN!

APPLY TODAY

901 65.30 ROA
LOT #1414
MONTROSE, °ﬂ

PROPERTY FEATURES e
= ]l ™ B I
3 Bedroom 2 Bathroom Garden Tub 1179 SF 8x8 Matching Shed

' $180,000 CONTACT US
3% Down/25 Year Term \ 970-249-0493

*ONLY $2,118.00 M manager@cimarroncreekcommunity.com
per month* @ www.cimarroncreekcommunity.com

($1,442.00 mortgage plus
$676.00 lot rent) p
WAC Estimated payment, rates and terms may vary based on

credit history. Not all applicants will qualify. Subject to lender terms
& conditions. Actual term, rate, APR, and loan amount may vary.”
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS

FOUR SCHOOL BOARD CANDIDATES DEDICATED TO IMPROVING PERFORMANCE OF OUR STUDENTS

Editor:

A few weeks back our nation received an updated report card on our nations’ educational system, and once again it showed dis-
mal results in reading, writing and math. For many years now our Montrose school district has sadly shown similar results. Those
failures fall squarely at the feet of our school board.

One of the main issues on the November ballot will be the election for school board members. There are nine candidates for four
board seats. Four of those candidates are dedicated to improving performance of our students preparation for entering a com-
petitive workforce.

Neisha Balleck has done an excellent job in her first term and she certainly deserves another. Remaining three candidates deserv-
ing our vote are, Scott Scarborough, Tiffany Vincent and Shane Daily.

Dee Laird, Montrose

WHY DO SO MANY ASPEN LOOK SO SAD?

Editor: (suckering) compared to healthy aspen osa pine, and aspen may no longer be
Now that fall is here, people are wonder-  stands. These severely impacted aspen able to regenerate where they currently
ing why so many aspen look gray and stands may completely die out and con- exist by 2060 (2). Already, we see that
leafless. People are justified in their con-  vert to shrublands or grasslands if fewer  our aspen forests at lower elevations are
cern, for these beloved forests also shel-  suckers survive. (2) suffering widespread decline. We have it
ter and feed elk and livestock, they pro- The drought that began in 2002 is ongo-  within our power to influence that rate of
vide firewood and scenic camping, serve  ing. Intense droughts have occurred in change by coming to terms with climate
as fire breaks, and yield economic benefits 2002, 2012, 2018, and 2020. The latest impacts and working to minimize them.
through tourism — think Color Sunday leaf “Climate Change in Colorado” report Otherwise, aspen stands may disappear at
peepers. (https://climatechange.colostate.edu/) lower elevations in our lifetimes.

Over the past several decades wide- details past trends in temperature and Carol Howe, Montrose

spread dieback of mature aspen forests precipitation and predicted future trends  Citations:

has occurred across the Southwestern (https://climate.colostate.edu/ 1.Bolinger, R.A., J.J. Lukas, R.S. Schumach-

US. Called sudden aspen decline (SAD), div_trends.html). Over the past 45 years, er, and P.E. Goble, 2024: Climate Change
this is a rapid, landscape-scale mortality of the western, mostly lower elevation por-  in Colorado, 3rd edition. Colorado State
overstory aspen initiated by drought and  tion of the Grand Mesa Uncompahgre and University. Accessed at: https://

warmer temperatures. The severely Gunnison National Forest has seen an climatechange.colostate.edu/ and https://
stressed trees are then attacked by a suite average annual temperature increase of climate.colostate.edu/div_trends.html

of native insects and pathogens, which 2.4 °F, with a 5% decrease in annual pre-  2.US Department of Agriculture, Forest
ultimately kills the trees. (2) cipitation, with much higher decreases in  Service, Grand Mesa, Uncompahgre, and
On the surrounding forests, SAD was precipitation during springs and summers Gunnison National Forests. 2018. Revised
started by a severe drought in 2002, and  when most growth occurs (1). Overall, it Draft Forest Assessments: Terrestrial Eco-
aspen dieback increased until 2010, on has been getting warmer and drier. systems: Integrity and System Drivers and
approximately half of the aspen forest What does this mean for our aspen for- Stressors. Accessed at: https://usfs-

across this region. SAD-impacted aspen ests into the future? Bioclimate models public.app.box.com/s/

stands have mostly dead overstory trees  incorporating climatic and topographic r57416koi49y6qjgk50fs3juxv3167k9/
and fewer amounts of live young sprouts  predictors project lodgepole pine, ponder- file/1559610047791

Peak Wellness Center gives members and
employers a low monthly cost option for
their primary care needs. This monthly
membership allows members to see their
provider when they need to without worrying
about co-pays or deductibles. Employers save
hundreds to thousands of doliars per month
compared to a traditional insurance.

Monday - Saturday » 8AM - 6PM
CALL TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION! (970) 497-7708 « MyPeakMD.com



https://climatechange.colostate.edu/
https://climatechange.colostate.edu/
https://climatechange.colostate.edu/
https://climate.colostate.edu/div_trends.html
https://climate.colostate.edu/div_trends.html
https://usfs-public.app.box.com/s/r57416koi49y6qjgk5ofs3juxv3167k9/file/1559610047791
https://usfs-public.app.box.com/s/r57416koi49y6qjgk5ofs3juxv3167k9/file/1559610047791
https://usfs-public.app.box.com/s/r57416koi49y6qjgk5ofs3juxv3167k9/file/1559610047791
https://usfs-public.app.box.com/s/r57416koi49y6qjgk5ofs3juxv3167k9/file/1559610047791
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UNRESPONSIVE ELECTED OFFICIALS

Editor:

The perceptions of every member of Con-
gress are legendary and mostly true. Our
elected officials insulate themselves, from
their constituents, unless they need a
check to get reelected. You don’t think
so? Try calling one of my senator’s ten
(10) offices. Try it. If you get a live person
on the phone, they state they will refer
you to someone else. Don’t hold your
breath waiting. Instead, try filling out the
online request and you’ll receive a Privacy
Consent form.

| don’t mean to pick on the Senator so |
attempted to call my Congressperson.
Same thing. | called my congressional rep-

resentative's one of three offices. Lovely
person answered the call at the local
office who referred me to a Washington

DC office. Called that number and I re-
ceived an email address to share my con-
cerns. I’'m certain the same routine will
occur. Another Privacy Consent form.

My point is the culture in DC, of all feder-
al elected officials, is to insulate them-
selves from the very constituents they are
supposed to serve because we elected
them. Unless you have a check with a min-
imum of three zeros, | can bet you won’t
get very far.

My issue is not with Social Security, |
don’t want a flag or an appointment to a

military academy. My issue is that | want
to make aware that a sub-agency of the
Department of War (formerly known as
DOD) flaunts US federal law and chooses
not to be in compliance.

So, the crux of the matter boils down to
these two points- bureaucrats supersede
federal law with policies (very backward)
and at the end of the day, no one in DC
cares.

And we wonder why our government is in
such disarray.

Robert Franco, Montrose

“There’s no limit what a man can do or
where he can do if he doesn’t mind who
gets the credit"- Ronald Reagan

Hi! I'd like to introduce myself.

I'm Kirstin Copeland and | am running as the replacement candidate for Montrose

County Commissioner, District 1.

This November, Montrose voters will have a recall issue on their county ballot.
Should a majority of voters choose to recall the current Montrose County
Commissioner, | am ready and qualified to bring my leadership and problem solving

skills to the position of County Commissioner, District 1. You'll see my name on your

ballot as a successor candidate.

| have dedicated my life to public service, driven by a passion for enhancing

public safety, infrastructure, and community partnerships. After a fulfilling career

serving our community as a Park Ranger and Park Manager, | feel uniquely
prepared and enthusiastic about continuing this journey as a County

Commissioner.

POR MONTHUSE COUNTY COMMISSION S

Please visit ElectKCopeland.com to learn more about my qualifications. I'll be visiting with Montrose voters
this fall and welcome the opportunity to hear about what important issues are on your mind for Montrose County.

Thank you,
Kirstin

PAID FOR BY ELECT KIRSTIN COPELAND,
REGISTERED AGENT KIRSTIN COPELAND
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CENTURY 21 ELEVATED REAL ESTATE | 500 E MAIN ST | MONTROSE, CO 81401

MICHELLE KLIPPERT

CRS, GRI, SRES, SFR, ABR
BROKER ASSOCIATE | CERTIFIED NEGOTIATOR

YOUR REALTOR FOR LIFE

FOR MORE INFORMATION
C: 970-275-3016
0: 970-249-7653

MICHELLEKLIPPERTREALTOR@GMAIL.COM

FOLLOW US OOQQ
%,
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS

MONTROSE EDUCATION FOUNDATION OPENS NOMINATIONS
FOR 2026 TEACHER OF THE YEAR PROGRAM

Special to the Mirror
MONTROSE — The Montrose Education Foundation is pleased to announce the opening of nominations for the 2026 Teacher of
the Year Program, an annual recognition honoring outstanding educators within the Montrose County School District.
The program celebrates teachers who demonstrate excellence in the classroom, inspire students, and positively impact the com-
munity.

Nominations are welcomed from students, parents, col-
leagues, and community members for licensed classroom Welcome
teachers who: °
-Inspire and engage students of diverse backgrounds and Ba ' I ey c royl e
abilities
-Earn respect and admiration from students, families, and Dhysicia n Assistant
peers

-Make meaningful contributions both inside and outside the
classroom

-Foster high levels of student achievement and growth

All nominated teachers will be recognized during American
Education Week in November. Those who meet eligibility
criteria will be invited to submit an application and move
forward in the selection process. Final awardees will be
announced in April, honoring one exemplary teacher from
each level: Elementary, Middle, and High School.
Nominations will be accepted through Tuesday, Nov. 4,
2025, at 4 p.m. To submit a nomination or learn more about
the program, please visit
https://tinyurl.com/MEF-2025ToYNomination.

‘| enjoy helping people live their
best lives by empowering them to
improve their overall quality of life."

To schedule an appointment with Bailey,
call the MRH Spine & Pain Center at

970-252-2584

p <
MONTROSE

REGIONAL HEALTH

Current Circulation of ‘ MontroseHealth.com
over 20,000 Readers  {'s - “n ‘

on the Western Slope 1“0 Nl ROQIL\I ! R‘R(‘ ) R
and Beyond. : Kot

www.MontroseMirror.com HMNOZL1LEBEO?]
970-275-0646
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(RING YOUR BOOTS, SHOES,
HANDBAGS, & OTHER LEATHER
600DS BACK TO LJFE!

ALL WORKMANSHIP (SUARANTEED! By

’l
e

G)VE LOVE A CHALLENGE
(3RING IN ANY DAY OF THE WEEK!

ESOLING, NEW HEELS. STITCHING,
1IPPERS, NEW LINING, NEW STRAPS,
POLISHING, & STRETCHING

/ ) J/L"TL.’(/I Ccl
Footwear & Clothing

COME VISIT US AT

316 (HAST MAIN = MONTROSE
(970) 249 - 3668
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DELTA COUNTY SCHOOLS, PLEASE DO THE RIGHT THING

Dear editor,

| am writing in hopes of getting my story
out to the public. My son is a student of
Lincoln Elementary in Delta. His teacher,
Nathan Clay, decided on September 11th
to inform his class of 5th graders there
was a school shooting in Colorado. He
then proceeded to rant about how it's too
easy to obtain firearms in this country for
about an hour.

Nathan Clay then decided to talk about
the shooting of Charlie Kirk and told his
students the man was speaking of vio-
lence when he was shot and he "got what
he asked for". Nathan Clay is a far-left
Democrat who used to be the mayor of
Delta for some time. Nathan Clay was
pushed out of this position when he made
some comments on social media about
MAGA supporters and the world would be
a better place if they disappeared. | did
not witness these posts myself, but was
told from other City of Delta employees.

Below is an email | sent to the Delta
County School District superintendent. |
was told the issue would be monitored
and it was suggested my child remain in
Nathan Clay's class. | completed a records
request through the school district to ob-
tain how this internal investigation was
handled. | was denied the records by the
school districts attorney.

I invite anyone who is concerned about
the comments made by Nathan Clay to
attend the next Delta County School Board
meeting and express their thoughts re-
garding this issue. If the school district is
fine with employing someone who pro-
motes violence to 5th graders, are they
not possibly creating violent citizens of
our community? To say someone was ask-
ing to be shot for expressing their opinion
to such small minds, are they not pro-
moting the idea of shutting someone up
with a firearm due to their own beliefs?
Please help me get this out to our commu-
nity. This is not what schools should be
teaching, especially to such young chil-
dren. See my email to the superintendent

below:

Caryn Gibson,

| spoke with you on Friday, September 12,
2025 as a concerned parent regarding my
son's teacher, Nathan Clay, who is a 5th
grade teacher at Lincoln Elementary.

My son came home from school and told
us how his day at school was. My wife and
| were told that Nathan Clay announced to
his 5th grade class that there was a school
shooting in Colorado today. Mr. Clay con-
tinued to lecture the class on gun laws
and how it is too easy for people to pur-
chase firearms. My son estimated this
lecture to be approximately one hour
long. My son told us this speech scared
him to the point where his chest was
hurting because he was afraid someone
was going to come into his class and shoot
him.

Furthermore, my son said him and two
other boys were at Mr. Clay's desk and
one boy asked Mr. Clay if he had heard
about Charlie Kirk. According to my son,
who | will note has a difficult time lying,
Mr. Clay said Charlie Kirk was a racist per-
son who did not like people who were not
from the United States. Mr. Clay contin-
ued to tell my son and two other 5th grad-
ers that Charlie Kirk is the reason Donald
Trump is the president.

The most gut-wrenching thing that was
said to my child was that Charlie Kirk was
talking about violence when he was shot
and he got what he asked for. He contin-
ued with claiming when someone is shot it
is normally for a reason and they deserve
it.

| spoke with the principal of the school
prior to bringing this to your attention. |
asked my son if anything was said to him,
as | fear retaliation toward my son for
letting us know what was said in class. My
son said Mr. Clay was called to the princi-
pals office and, upon returning to class, he
said, "l got in trouble guys, I'm sorry. I'm
just trying to tell you the truth".

After speaking to you about this in your
office, you called me approximately five

minutes later and told me that Mr. Clay's
version of events were different from
what | reported. You told me that you
would recommend my child continue to
be in Mr. Clay's class and that the issue
would be monitored. | don't believe this
solves the issue.

| am requesting the termination of Na-
than Clay immediately. A person who has
the audacity to tell a group of 5th graders
that a young husband and father "got
what he asked for" after being assassinat-
ed in front of thousands (including his
own family) is an absolute monster.

| have been forced to send my son to
school to be taught by a complete menace
for 2 days now and I'm not going to stand
for it anymore.

As several people are doing as a result of
this horrific event, I'm standing up for
what's right. Nathan Clay is not a mentor
to be looked up to, especially by children.
I send my children to school to learn gen-
eral subjects, such as math, reading, and
English. It is no one else's place to be talk-
ing to my child about current political
events nor is it anyone's business to be
telling my child the loss of an innocent life
is something to celebrate. You are cre-
ating violent people when you tell such a
small mind that taking an innocent life is
justified.

If the school district does not relieve Na-
than Clay of his duties, there will be a
mess that you won't be able to clean up.
This will go public and Delta County and
beyond will see just what the Delta Coun-
ty School District stands for. If you have
any other school district staff who share
the same beliefs as Nathan Clay, | highly
recommend them to seek professional
help and find another career until their
mind is healthy enough to know the value
of a human life.

| believe | speak for a large portion of the
parents with students in Delta County,
please do the right thing.

Respectfully,
Nick Buffington, Delta County
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EDITORIAL: INTEGRITY MATTERS: WHY MIJARES SHOULD BE RECALLED

Editor:

Montrose County voters are facing the
question of recalling Commissioner Scott
Mijares—and the facts surrounding his
shifting political affiliations demand care-
ful consideration.

-We know that on March 3, 2020, in
Ouray County, Mijares was registered as
an Unaffiliated voter and voted on the
Democratic primary ballot.

-We know that when he registered to vote
in Montrose County on October 5, 2022,
he was not a Republican. He was either
Unaffiliated or a Democrat.

-We know that on February 12, 2024, he
changed his party affiliation from either
Democrat or Unaffiliated to Republican,

three days after he submitted his intent to
run as a Republican County Commissioner,
District 1.

This is not consistency. This is opportun-
ism.

Mijares has shifted between Unaffiliated
and Republican, depending on where he
was registered and the office for which he
wanted to run.

That is not loyalty. That is political con-
venience.

To Republicans and conservatives who
have stayed true to their principles: Scott
Mijares is not one of you.

His record proves it.

He changed his party affiliation when it
suited him. He claimed Unaffiliated when

it suited him. And he now claims to be
Republican because that is the ticket that
offers him a path to power.

Montrose County deserves better.

We deserve commissioners who reflect
our values, who are consistent in their
convictions, and who do not treat party
affiliation like a coat to be changed with
the weather.

The recall of Commissioner Mijares is not
about party squabbles—it’s about hones-
ty, integrity, and the future of leadership
in Montrose County.

Voters should demand nothing less than
authenticity. Stand up for integrity.

Vote YES to recall Scott Mijares.

Beth McCorkle, Montrose

This recall is not about right versus left,
This is about right versus wrong

Paid for by Recall Scott Mijares registered agent Jim Haugsness
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS

EEOC SUES MONTROSE REGIONAL HEALTH FOR AGE

DISCRIMINATION AND RETALIATION FOR SECOND TIME
Second federal lawsuit says regional health care facility continued to
harass older workers and fired them for complaining

Special to the Mirror

MONTROSE- Montrose Memaorial Hospi-
tal, Inc. doing business as Montrose Re-
gional Health, a regional medical center in
the San Juan Valley in southwestern Colo-
rado, violated federal law again when it
harassed and discriminated against older
employees and retaliated against them
when they complained, the U.S. Equal
Employment Opportunity Commission
(EEOC) charged in a lawsuit filed today.
The EEOC previously sued the center in
September 2016, before settling the suit
via a three-year consent decree for
$400,000 in January 2018.

According to the new suit, older nurses in
the Same Day Surgery/Post-Anesthesia
Care Unit (SDS/PACU) were harassed by
two managers, including the chief nursing
officer, who said at staff meetings she
wanted “younger nurses [to] take over,”
wanted “more youthful and energetic”
staff, and older workers were “lazy” or not
willing to work hard. Older nurses were
also subjected to heightened scrutiny and
supervision. When older workers com-
plained about discrimination, Montrose
failed to adequately address their com-
plaints, and fired multiple workers in re-

THE REVENUE

SHANE COPELAND

Customer Engagement Specialist

'e g‘(lad ‘Zld'
Today!

taliation for complaining, the suit said.
“Age discrimination continues to be a
persistent problem in the workplace, and
especially in the nursing industry,” said
Mary Jo O’Neill, regional attorney for the
EEOC’s Phoenix District. “Older nurses
come with significant expertise and are an
essential part of any medical center’s
workforce, and the EEOC is committed to
fighting for the rights of all workers, in-
cluding vulnerable older workers.”

This alleged conduct violated the Age
Discrimination in Employment Act (ADEA)
and Title VIl of the Civil Rights Act of 1964,
which prohibit discrimination and harass-
ment based on age and retaliation for
complaining about discrimination. The
EEOC filed suit (EEOC v. Montrose Memo-
rial Hospital, Inc. d/b/a Montrose Regional
Health, Case No. 1:25-cv-1:25-cv-03065 in
U.S. District Court for the District of Colo-
rado after first attempting to reach a pre-
litigation settlement through its adminis-
trative conciliation process.

EEOC Phoenix District Director Melinda
Caraballo said, “Workers have a protected
right to complain to their employer when
they feel they have been discriminated
against, and employers should take these

complaints seriously. Retaliation against
workers for these kinds of complaints vio-
lates federal law.”

For more information on age discrimina-
tion, please visit https://www.eeoc.gov/
age-discrimination. For more information
on retaliation, please visit https://
www.eeoc.gov/retaliation.

The EEOC’s Phoenix District Office has
jurisdiction over Arizona, Colorado, Utah,
Wyoming and parts of New Mexico.

The EEOC is the sole federal agency au-
thorized to investigate and litigate against
businesses and other private sector em-
ployers for violations of federal laws pro-
hibiting employment discrimination. For
public sector employers, the EEOC shares
jurisdiction with the Department of Jus-
tice’s Civil Rights Division; the EEOC is re-
sponsible for investigating charges against
state and local government employers
before referring them to DOJ for potential
litigation. The EEOC also is responsible for
coordinating the federal government’s
employment antidiscrimination effort.
More information about the EEOC is avail-
able at www.eeoc.gov. Stay connected
with the latest EEOC news by subscribing

to our email updates.

5X Return on Monthly Investment - Guaranteed!
(Get 5X return by 90" day or it’s FREE until you do!)

Subscribers Avg Purchase
1,000 X 5
1,000 X 510
1,000 X 520
1,000 X 530

Visits/Yr Total Revenue
X 6 = 30,000
X 3 = 530,000
X 15 = 30,000
X 1 = 530,000

SELF-MANAGED OPTION: Investment of *159/month
FULLY-MANAGED OPTION: Investment of 499/month

970-417-1516 - Shane@TheRevenueGenerator.com » TheRevenueGenerator.com

ARE YOU READY TO TAKE YOUR BUSINESS GROWTH TO THE NEXT LEVEL WITH THE REVENUE GENERATOR?
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS

MONTROSE REGIONAL HEALTH RESPONDS TO EEOC FILING

Health system underscores commitment to fairness, respect, and compliance in the workplace

Special to the Mirror

MONTROSE — The U.S. Equal Employment
Opportunity Commission (EEOC) recently
notified Montrose Regional Health (MRH)
of plans to take legal action against the
organization based on the resignation of
an employee in 2021.

The EEOC lawsuit also includes several
claimants who either left voluntarily or
were terminated for cause between 2020
and 2025.

MRH strongly denies the allegations con-
tained in the filing. Few details have been
released by the EEOC at this time, and
MRH plans to formally request additional
information regarding the nature of the
claims. While MRH takes this type of claim
very seriously, the organization is both

disappointed and concerned that the
EEOC has chosen to pursue litigation given
MRH’s longstanding commitment to
providing a respectful and nurturing work-
place.

The Age Discrimination in Employment
Act (ADEA) was enacted to protect work-
ers age 40 and older. At Montrose Region-
al Health, more than 61 percent of the
workforce is aged 40 or older. This reflects
the organization’s deep reliance on and
appreciation for experienced profession-
als who provide high-quality care to the
community.

“Our health system has always been dedi-
cated to treating our employees with re-
spect and fairness,” said Dr. Mary Vader,
Chairperson of the MRH Board of Direc-

tors. “We are proud of the dedicated peo-
ple who choose to work here and the high
standards they uphold every day.”

Erin Skees, Chief Human Resources
Officer at MRH, added: “We adamantly
deny any wrongdoing and remain confi-
dent in our employment practices, which
comply fully with the Age Discrimination
in Employment Act and all applicable
laws. Montrose Regional Health is com-
mitted to fostering a workplace where all
employees are valued and supported.”
Montrose Regional Health intends to vig-
orously defend against these claims. At
the same time, MRH will work with the
EEOC to better understand their concerns
and provide any additional information
needed.

Montrose County Commissioner
Scott Mijares is doing exactly

what you elected him to do

Keep the conservative majority

on the BOCC

go to www.scottm4montrose.com for more info

Contact Commissioner Mijares direct at
scottm4montrose@gmail.com

Paid for by Say no to the recall of Scott Mijares
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COLORADO NEWS BRIEFS

PALISADE INSECTARY BREAKS GROUND ON NEW GROW HOUSE

Special to the Mirror

PALISADE— On Tuesday, the Palisade Insectary, part of the Colorado Department of Agricul-
ture (CDA), held a groundbreaking ceremony to celebrate a new grow house project. The
880 square foot building will expand the Insectary’s ability to raise plants to feed biocontrol

Welcome

Dr. Garrett Riggs

Neurologist

‘| look forward to supporting
Dr. Hehmann's tradition of
providing excellent care to

the Montrose Region”

To schedule an appointment with Dr. Riggs,
call the MRH Neurology Clinic at

970-497-8080

-
MONTROSE

REGIONAL HEALTH
MontroseHealth.com

agents, which are
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“This new grow

house will help the Insectary rear more biocontrol agents,
which helps the entire state of Colorado manage invasive
plant and insect species that harm crops, rangeland, and
urban greenspaces,” said Insectary Director Dan Bean.

The new building will allow the Insectary to control light
and temperature for growing plants that feed the different
biocontrol agents being reared. This includes the 14 types
of insects currently cultivated through the Request-a-Bug
program to help with invasive weeds such as field bind-
weed, puncturevine (also known as goat heads), tamarisk,
and leafy spurge.

The Palisade Insectary is the oldest biological control facili-
ty of its kind in the United States and has been instrumen-
tal in protecting Colorado's agriculture and natural re-
sources since its inception in 1945. Throughout its exist-
ence, the Insectary has partnered with farmers to develop
and test biocontrol agents.

Initially established to combat the Oriental Fruit Moth
(OFM), a destructive peach pest, with the release of the
"Mac" wasp (Macrocentrus ancylivorus), over the past
eighty years the Insectary has developed more than 90
different biological agents to control invasive weed and
insect species. Noxious weeds provide poor habitat for live-
stock and wildlife, and crowd out native species. Heavy
infestations can make the land unusable.

The Insectary’s Request-a-Bug program provides biocontrol
agents directly to the public. Coloradans can receive bio-
control agents for their use in their own farms, gardens, or
backyards.

Each year, the Insectary ships out more than 4000 releases,
which contain more than 4 million insects, to local weed
managers, ag producers, gardeners, landowners, local gov-
ernments, and others to help stop the spread of noxious
weeds and harmful pests. The most popular insect availa-
ble through Request-a-Bug is the field bindweed mite, fre-
quently used by homeowners to combat field bindweed.
These mites feed on bindweed, causing its leaves to curl,
vines to stunt, and eventually leading to dieback.
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Delta Montrose

Lact Show of the Seacon!

THE SUITS

Friday, April 24 « 7pm | Doocs Open at 6
ﬂeltaPerfmktsﬂutu'medm [=

- I WELCOME TO

OUR 2025-26

'SEASON

Al Tickets: Adults $25 | Students $5
' https://concertassociation.net/DeltaCo/

YOUNG ORIGINAL

Thursday, Oct. 2 = 7pm | Doors Open at 6
The Egyptian Theater, 425 Main St., Delta

PIANO POTPOURRI
Nate Hance

Thursday, Nov. 13  7pm | Doors Open at 6
Delta Performing Arts Center, 822 Grand Ave.

ARIA NOUVEAU

Laura Auer & John Riesen

Wednesday, Feb. 25 « 7pm | Doors Open at 6
Delta Performing Arts Center, 822 Grand Ave.

THE FRENCH FAMILY
BAND

Tuesday, March 24 « 7pm | Doors Open at 6
Delta Performing Arts Center, 822 Grand Ave.
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS

PLAN AHEAD: PREVENT SCHOOL VIOLENCE AND WATER SCARCITY

Editor:

We are living in times that are quite inter-
esting if not terrorizing, especially for any-
one who has rational love for this country.
Let us look at some of what exists as |
write or which will, in the near future,
(within ten or so years). | will not be
around in 10 years so my desires for the
Republic are formed by my care for my
children, grandchildren.

| have taken position on many critical is-
sues, many or many of which have not
gained support in our community. Let me
begin with the issue of school security.
Almost every week somewhere in the US
is a school shooting or two. And the fre-
quency is increasing. Having 70 years of
observation | have seen that schools with
fences and locked gates are not the vic-
tims of evil acts. Yet no one in Montrose
seems to think that this kind of protection
is needed. Indeed, the excuses are either
that our schools have never been victim,
we don’t want the kids to think they are in
prison or that adequate security would
cost too much. Instead, we see a plan for
umpty-nine millions of dollars for a new
high school and park a police car in school
parking lots apparently ‘to scare off the
potential shooter!”

Then there is the issue of water. So far
we have been fortunate in that we have
had a good amount of the precious fluid.
Montrose has 3 private and one municipal
golf courses. How much water do they
use just so some folks can play pasture
pool. My development has over 5 acres of
grass, but only a small part of the commu-
nity lawn includes a playground. The rest
of it is a pooch potty. Along the streets
where there are grass strips the city is
trying to ‘grow asphalt’ with wet streets in
the mornings. Sprinklers CAN be adjusted,
you know. Like down the middle of Town-

send Blvd. Wasteful indeed! And all of
our lovely lawns. Green and lush front
and rear. Where is the effort to encour-
age zero-scape to cut water waste. The
effort by our fine government agencies,
city and county, to cut waste is non-
existent. Why are our canal/ditch banks
overgrown with vegetation? Talk about a
waste of water in huge amounts. Simply
spraying with 2,4,D in the spring would
solve that waste quickly. Raising the price
of water might do something toward con-
servation but like all else, folks will just get
used to it. Toilets are the biggest wasters
of water in most homes. Where is the
effort to get citizens to replace the old
toilets with new low was varieties. NONE.
As well replacing water wasting shower
heads should be encouraged. Instead, our
past county commissioners felt that buy-
ing an old broken down school building in
the west end and the building of a County
Office building taj-mahal were more im-
portant. Why are real estate purchases to
house office ‘Pogues’ more important
than water? You know, a human can only
live 3 days without water? | have repeat-
edly asked public officials to take an inter-
est in water conservation and the reply
across the board has been “We don’t have
to worry, we are next to the mountains
where it comes from.” Managing such
issues is what these folks are supposed to
do; not wait until we are drinking sand to
say ‘we should have done something.
Today | read that 10 towns in Texas are
out of water. We may well join them but
we should work our butts off trying to
forestall that wonderful opportunity. Of
course, when folks take notice of their
recent water bills maybe they will econo-
mize. Lets hope!

In 2007, | supported the County PSST to
help the Sheriff's Department fund equip-

ment upgrades and increased salaries that
were not covered by the county. Com-
pare city to county salaries and you will
see why the PSST was needed. The sitting
board at that time opted to begin taking
the money for other uses. The next 8
years the BOCC chose to take it all, all of
the time replacing budgeted support
which they were obligated to provide with
PSST money. The present BOCC has quit
doing that. Who knows what will happen
with the short-sighted approach of Ms.
Hansen to such matters if the recall suc-
ceeds. Do you? Our splendid, dedicated
sheriff has nowhere near his ‘required’
manpower. | have been to the west-end
of our county both daytime and nighttime
and | would not be a cop on patrol there
alone in the day, no less at night. And |
worked for a year in the pitch black of
dark wet jungles.

Fellow Montrosians, | implore you to
think about what | have provided for you
in this article. THINK about what is im-
portant, and THINK about how all the
things | have mentioned have had NO
attention by our elected officials in the
PAST 25 YEARS | HAVE LIVED HERE. These
things are broken in Montrose and they
need fixing AND SOON. Don’t wait until
some deviate takes out a classroom; don’t
wait until the only water available comes
out of a plastic bottle; don’t wait until our
town needs a lot of COPS to prevent a
riot. Only damned fools do that. Make
your County Commissioners take action
and prevent the funerals. The time to
take action is NOW!

Two of your present commissioners are
bent on addressing these issues, the third
is not. Pass the recall and there will be
two that won’t do anything to fix these
issues.

Bill Bennett, Montrose
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FINANCING AVAILABLE!

°01/2%
INTEREST

ON THESE BRAND NEW MOVE-IN READY HOMES

LOT #811
$1,643 PER MONTH

= "a:’i‘ar#aos il
¥ $1,643 PER MONTH

LOT #330 w==g
,648 PER MONTH N

Call Today For
More Information:
(970) 615-9412

Monthly p rfyment includes
estimated mortgage plus lot rent.

WAC. ESTIMATED PAYMENT, RATES AND TERMS MAY VARY BASED ON CREDIT
HISTORY. NOT ALL APPLICANTS WILL QUALIFY. SUBJECT TO LENDER TERMS &
CONDITIONS. ACTUAL TERM, RATE, APR, AND LOAN AMOUNT MAY VARY.

62650 LASALLE ROAD, MONTROSE, CO
OPEN: MONDAY-SATURDAY, 8AM-5PM



http://www.thehiddenlakecommunity.com/

See Something? Say

Something!

gy

Report Anonymously at:

(970) 249-8500
P3 mobile app

p3tips .com

If your tip results in an arrest...
You could receive a cash reward!
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SCHOOL BOARD

CANDIDATE FORUM

PRESENTED BY: Charles Andrews and Ron Smith

This is a non-partisan forum
for all candidates.
JOIN US! Every vote matters when it comes to

our children’s education.

TUESDAY
OCT 7TH
6:30PM

Y ™ UTE MUSEUM

et

. (CHIPETA ROOM)

Director District A: Director District C:
« Neisha Balleck « Alice Murphy

« Darren Sofka « Scott Scarborough

COME AND

Director District E:

; Director District G:
« Kris Besler : y
« Jessica Corrigan
« Hollee Mundell Shane Dal
« Tiffany Vincent & Y

NG

s

SCHOOL BOARD ELECTIONS WILL BE HELD
TUES, NOV 4™, 2025
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RED HAWKS SPORTS ROUNDUP - 10/6/25

By Cliff Dodge

RED HAWKS SOCCER:

MONTROSE RED HAWKS 5, FRUITA-
MONUMENT WILDCATS 4

The Montrose Red Hawks soccer team
continued their ways as they defeated the
Fruita-Monument Wildcats 5-4 on their
home pitch. The game was a close affair
as the Red Hawks jumped out to a solid 3
goal lead at the half. The second half was
quite a different story as the Wildcats
poured in four goals to take the lead, only
to see the Red Hawks come storming back
with two goals which gave the home team
the final 5-4 victory.

The Red Hawks increased their season
record to 6 wins, 2 losses and 2 ties over-
all. Thus their league record stands at 4
wins, 3 losses and 1 time. Glenwood
Springs will visit Montrose on Saturday.
DURANGO DEMONS 2, MONTROSE RED
HAWKS 0

The road is a difficult place to win in any
sport, and the Red Hawks soccer team
received a taste as they traveled to Duran-
go and ended upon the losing end of a 2-0
contest. The Red Hawks were simply una-
ble to break out their offense as the Du-
rango Demons clamped a tight knit de-
fense from the opening kick off to the
final whistle. The Demons found the back
of the Red Hawks net twice in the initial
half and then held on and kept the visitors
at bay to come away with the 2-0 victory.
MONTROSE RED HAWKS 2, PALISADE
BULLDOGS 0

The road, despite being difficult to man-
age, saw the Montrose Red Hawks soccer
team visit the Palisade Bulldogs last week
and come away with a very satisfying 2-0
victory. The Red Hawks showed flashes of
their offense and a stout defense to keep
the Bulldogs off of the scoreboard. The
Red Hawks managed single goals in the
first half and the second half to come
away with the victory. The road to the
playoffs dwindles to a final four games.

The playoffs will determine the outcome
of the final four games.

RED HAWKS VOLLEYBALL:

MONTROSE RED HAWKS 3, DURANGO
DEMONS 1

The rampaging Red Hawks volleyball team
continues to roll along and rack up victo-
ries as they advance toward the season-
ending playoffs. The latest victory came
at the hands of the Durango Demons last
Thursday as the Red Hawks shut the De-
mons down by the score of 3-1.

Maggie Legg and Marcella Mendoza led
the offensive attack with 21 and 15 kills.
In the Dig Department, Mendoza (21),
Legg (15) and Reina Contreras (15) kept
the Red Hawks in charge. As usual, Lilly
Nelson led all Red Hawks with 41assists.
This Red Hawk team is exactly that, a
team. As Head Coach Shane Forrest
preaches annually, we are a team: all for
one and one for all. The seasonal results
bear this out. The Red Hawks are 11-0
overall and 5-0 in league action. The team
is in action this weekend.

RED HAWKS SOFT BALL:

The surging Red Hawks softball team is
heading for the playoffs. Head Coach Lilly
Lovato has her team standing at 14 wins
and 6 losses with three regular season
games left on the schedule. The schedule
shows two home games with Palisade and
Grand Junction and one road contest at
the Delta Panthers. The playoffs will then
sort themselves out as the schedule and
wins and losses will prevail.

MONTROSE RED HAWKS 10, GUNNISON
COWBOYS 1

The high flying Montrose softball team
continued its winning ways. The Red
Hawks traveled to Gunnison and emerged
victorious by the score of 10-1 over the
Cowboys. Junior Isabelle Mott and Senior
Abby Siegel led the hit parade with 3 and
2 hits. Both had RBI’s to advance the Red
Hawks cause. Neither team scored until
the Fourth inning as Fruita scored a run in

their half of the inning. The Red Hawks
matched the run in the bottom of the in-
ning. The Red Hawks then scored 9 runs in
the final three frames and claimed the
win. Freshman Bentley Schiller pitched a
complete game. She gave up 1 runon 4
hits, walked 1 and struck out 13.
FRUITA-MONUMENT WIDLCATS 5, RED
HAWKS 1

The Fruita-Monument Wildcats won an
extra inning game with the Montrose Red
Hawks at the Red Hawks home field 5-1.
The two teams each scored 1 run through
9 full innings. The Wildcats scored 4 runs
at the top of the ninth inning and the Red
Hawks were unable to rally. The Red
Hawks scored their run on 5 hits, while
giving up 6 hits to the Wildcats. Bentley
Schiller pitched all 9 innings, giving up 5
runs on 7 hits, walking 2 and striking out a
dozen Wildcat batters.

MONTROSE RED HAWKS 13, BENNETT
TIGERS 0 (Game one)

MONTROSE RED HAWKS 13, BENNETT
TIGERS 1 (Game two)

The Montrose softball team swept a dou-
bleheader 13-0 and 13-1 versus the Ben-
nett Tigers at the Montrose softball dia-
mond last Saturday. In all, the Red Hawks
scored 26 runs, had 20 base hits, and had
18 runs batted in the doubleheader. Isa-
belle Mott and Bentley Schiller handled
the pitching chores for the Red Hawks.
GRAND JUNCTION TIGERS 7, RED HAWKS
2

The Montrose Red Hawks hit the road last
Wednesday and visited the lair of the
Grand Junction Tigers and the outcome
was not pretty. The Tigers scored 4 runs
in the first two innings and then exploded
for 3 more runs in the fifth inning.

The Red Hawks managed a single run in
the first inning and another in the top of
the sixth inning.

The Red Hawks managed only 5 hits in
scoring their 2 runs. The Red Hawks went
down on strikes 10 times.




The Montrose Mirror Cctober 6,2025

Page 49

OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS

POLITICAL VIOLENCE HURTS US ALL AND OUR DEMOCRACY

Dear Editor,

Political violence hurts us all and our de-
mocracy. Period.

No matter where we come from or what
political party we may belong to, most
Americans believe that violence has no
place in our politics, our schools, or our
communities. We should be joining to-
gether to condemn political violence, no
matter who the target is. It is never ac-
ceptable.

One week before the murder of Charlie
Kirk, | attended a Montrose County Com-
missioner Meeting and asked the commis-
sioners to condemn political violence. |
asked them to join with me in stating pub-
licly that political violence is never ac-
ceptable no matter who perpetrates it or
who the victim is. Sadly, like most recent
constituents’ requests to the commission-
ers these days, my request fell on deaf
ears. Commissioner Mijares stated that he
“got the point” but his actions don’t align
with condemning political violence.

In the last seven days, Commissioner Mi-
jares has created flyers and social media
posts with a target symbol on them asking
residents to vote no on the recall. This
was after he posted the name and ad-
dresses of every individual that signed the
recall petition to remove him from the
Board of County Commissioners on his
website.

Two days after Mr. Keenan'’s crash, Mont-
rose County Commissioner Sean Pond
made a completely baseless accusation in
a now deleted Facebook reel that local
community member Mike Keenan was a
victim of political violence before any offi-
cial statement from authorities stated any
facts about the perpetrator. It appears
from the police reports that Mr. Keenan
was a victim of distracted driving by

someone who was texting while driving.
By putting out a false accusation against
their political opponents and suggesting
that community members who disagree
with them should be "targeted," our
county commissioners are feeding into
the idea that political violence is okay and
they are making our community less safe.
There is a saying, “An eye for an eye
leaves the whole world blind.”

We do not have to accept a world in
which the MAGA Republican party have
abandoned principles of common decency
to express themselves. Political differ-
ences should be debated, not determined
by violence. A democracy relies on using
discourse, not violence, to resolve our
differences. When we as a society decide
that political violence is legitimate, or at
least tolerated as part of our political pro-
cess, none of us are safe.

Rejecting political violence isn’t about
Donald Trump or the MAGA Regime. |
choose to reject political violence because
itisn’t who | WANT TO BE. And | want to
hold fast to my most deeply held values,
and change for the better. We should all
cry out loudly when any political violence
happens. In a healthy democracy, citizens
can demand an answer from their elected
officials about why they only condemn
political violence when it happens to “one
of their own.” Political violence is wrong,
whether the victim is Charlie Kirk, State
Minnesota Representative Melissa
Hortman, or Paul Pelosi. Our commission-
ers should be speaking out against all po-
litical violence, not fanning the flames of
hatred that feeds into political violence.
The young man who is accused of hurting
Mr. Keenan is legally entitled to due pro-
cess. The fundamental individual rights of
due process are enshrined in both the

CELEBRATING LOCAL BEAUTY.

fifth and fourteenth amendments which
prohibit the deprivation of life, liberty, or
property from both the federal and state
governments. Commissioner Pond has a
responsibility to not spread dangerous
disinformation. When he spreads misin-
formation, he has the duty to publicly
correct his statements.

Political violence is bigger than shooting
someone with a gun. When a woman dies
because she was prevented from receiv-
ing reproductive healthcare, that is politi-
cal violence. When children die because
the politicization of vaccines has prevent-
ed them from receiving life-saving vac-
cinations, that is political violence. When
the MAGA Republican Congress gives bil-
lions of dollars to ICE to turn it into a
masked secret police force acting with no
accountability, that is political violence.
When immigrants are kidnapped and de-
livered to torture centers in other coun-
tries, that is political violence. When our
environment is more polluted with toxins,
and when natural disasters from climate
change become more deadly because of
cowardly politics, that is political vio-
lence. It is wrong to kill and hurt people
for their political views. Let’s stand up for
decency and kindness, and oppose politi-
cal violence, because we are in this to-
gether.

Holly Speaks, Group Leader, Montrose &
Ouray Counties Indivisible
https://indivisible.org

Indivisible is a movement driven by a vi-
sion of a real democracy of, by, and for
the people. The Indivisible movement is a
network of thousands of local groups and
millions of activists across every state
working to build an inclusive democracy
by fighting for bold, progressive policies
and creating lasting grassroots power.

oA
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS

COST OF AGING IN COLORADO: AGEWISE COLORADO URGES ACTION TO SUPPORT OLDER ADULTS

Special to the Mirror

COLORADO-A new report commissioned
by AgeWise Colorado with the Colorado
Fiscal Institute, “The Cost of Aging in Colo-
rado,” sheds light on the financial chal-
lenges older Coloradans face as they age.
The report underscores a growing crisis
that affects not only seniors, but families,
caregivers and the broader state econo-
my.

“As a nonprofit dedicated to empowering
aging Coloradans through trusted re-
sources and education, AgeWise Colorado
sees the report’s data as a wake-up call
for policymakers, community leaders and
the public,” said Founder/President of
AgeWise Colorado, Bob Brocker. “Older
adults want to remain in their homes and
communities, but without stronger sup-
port systems and sustainable funding, that
will be out of reach for too many.”

Some of the top findings from the report:
-Housing and healthcare costs are rising
faster than inflation, placing a dispropor-
tionate burden on aging adults living on
fixed incomes.

-Douglas County will face the steepest
immediate increase in its older popula-
tion, growing by more than 56% between
now and 2035.

-Medicaid long-term care costs will rise
nearly $850 million by 2050.

-More than half a million older adults may
be housing cost-burdened or displaced by
2030 due to rising rents and limited pro-
tection.

AgeWise Colorado calls on state leaders
and the many generous donors in Colora-
do to prioritize policies that support aging
in place, expanding affordable housing
and providing access to better in-home
services and caregiver
support. The organiza-
tion will continue its
work of connecting old-
er adults and their fami-
lies with the tools and
trusted resources they
need to plan for and
manage the realities of
aging.

“We’re not just facing a
demographic shift, we
are facing a policy fail-
ure,” Brocker added.
“Now is the time to
make bold investments
in older adults’ well-
being before the gap
becomes unbridgea-

ble.”

AgeWise Colorado is a nonprofit initiative
dedicated to helping Coloradans thrive as
they age. Through education, outreach
and resource coordination, AgeWise con-
nects older adults and their caregivers
with trustworthy information and services
that support aging in place.

Learn more at www.agewisecolorado.org
or download the full report at
www.coloradofiscal.org.

Welcome

Dr. Craig Peterson

Urologist
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\ ““Mﬂ:‘ the Western Colx:)rado'commurﬂ.t‘:y
ST oF wa,cpcoﬂ‘ ‘ .‘ through Montrose Regional Health's
m"‘:m ot e new Urology Clinic."
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Urology Specialties Include

da Vinci Robotic Assisted Surgery * Aquablation
Other BPH Treatments + Erectile Dysfunction
Male and Female Incontinence

,
ontroseerror.com
e

-
MONTROSE

REGIONAL HEALTH

Urology Clinic

3330 S, Ric Grande Ave,
Montrose, CO 81401
Phone: 970-497-8100
Fax: 970-497-8101
MontroseHealth.com
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LESLIE GORE WITH CENTURY 21 ELEVATED PROUDLY PRESENTS

11604 5800RD
'MONTROSE, CO 81403
 MLS #824440 -

Versatile Barndominium in Coal Creek Valley .,";-

— Equestrian Potential & Endless Space
Welcome to your dream setup in the heart of
Colorado's beautiful Coal Creek Valley, in
Montrose, CO. This unique barndominium
offers over 2,000 sq ft of heated space and
theflexibility to create a truly customized
home. Whether you're after a spacious
primary suite, an expanded living area, or the
ultimate craft orhobby studio, this floorplan
is ready to adapt. The main living space
includes two bedrooms, a 3/4 bathroom,
kitchen, dining area, and aconvenient
laundry center. Three large additional rooms
two of which have some cabinetry and sinks
(one includes a half bath)—makeideal spaces
for guest suites, home offices, or creative
workspaces. For vehicle or equipment
storage, the oversized attached garageeasily
fits 5-6 cars or projects. A detached garage
handles up to four vehicles or a large RV,
trailer, or toy hauler. Equestrian-Ready: This
property once produced certified hay and
has the acreage, layout, and access to
become a premier horse property. Add a
barn, ridingarena, or paddocks and take full
advantage of nearby public lands and miles
of riding trails just minutes away.

150 )

$1,129,000.00

CONTACT:LESLIE GORE

2]

https://tinyurl.com/LeslieGoreC2]1

W 19702753195
e lesliegorerealtor@gmail.com
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: COMMENTARY

COLORADO’S AGING POPULATION IS GROWING. OUR COMMITMENT TO THEM SHOULD, T0O.

By Bob Brocker, Founder/President of Age-

Wise Colorado
COLORADO-Colorado is getting older—
and not in the abstract sense. In real time,
our population is aging faster than the
systems and supports designed to care for
us in our later years. “The Cost of Aging in
Colorado,” a new report commissioned by
AgeWise Colorado and prepared by the
Colorado Fiscal Institute lays this bare:
between now and 2035, the number of
Coloradans over the age of 65 will rise by
nearly 30%. In Douglas County alone, it
will jump by more than 56%.

Douglas County isn’t alone. El Paso Coun-
ty already has more older adults than any-
where else in the state. These are proud
places, often skeptical of government ex-
pansion, but they are also home to thou-
sands of older adults who will need re-
sources to live safely and with dignity.
The hard truth is that we’re not ready.
Colorado’s investments in housing,
healthcare, long-term care and other es-
sential services fail to keep the pace we
need. According to the report, Colorado
will need at least $419 million more by
2035 to cover its share of Medicaid long-
term care costs for older adults. That
number balloons to $688 million by 2050.
Where is that money going to come
from?

We can pretend the state budget is limit-
less, but it’s not. If we don’t make chang-
es, the only options on the table are ugly:
either cut funding for schools, transporta-
tion and clean water, or let older adults
suffer in silence. That’s not a scare tactic.
That’s math under TABOR, Colorado’s self-
imposed budget handcuffs that caps reve-
nue growth even when costs —and needs
— soar.

TABOR might have served a purpose in
the '90s, but in 2025, it’s past its expira-
tion date. Colorado voters deserve an
honest, visual, everyday explanation of
how it’s affecting our neighbors and our
future. People don’t need another lecture
on budget complexities, they need to see
how this plays out in their community: in
longer waitlists for Meals on Wheels, in
the absence of in-home caregivers, in
housing that’s unaffordable or unlivable
for someone with mobility issues.

Let’s be clear: this is not just about peo-
ple in poverty. Even if an older adult is
fortunate enough to own their home and
have robust retirement savings, most
Americans are still just one crisis away
from economic ruin. More than half of
adults over 50 have less than $50,000 in
retirement savings, and nearly 40% have
nothing saved at all, according to an AARP
survey.

The MOOving
Company

We're seeing small companies forming to
offer fiduciary services, geriatric care man-
agement and guardianship. Do you know
what that tells me? It tells me more Col-
oradans are aging alone, without family
nearby to help them navigate the maze of
paperwork, doctor visits and financial de-
cisions that come with aging. That’s not
the future we should accept.

This report is an invitation. It's time to
decide what kind of state we want to be.
Are we willing to pitch in — perhaps from
our federal tax saving — to ensure no older
adult ends up sick, isolated, or homeless?
We're not asking for the moon. We're
asking for the basics: enough funding for
programs that keep people out of long-
term care, support so older adults can
stay in their communities and the leader-
ship to confront the fiscal reality ahead.
We know the playbook. We’ve seen how
effective messaging can shape the debate.
We need to look no further than national
politicians who’ve made it clear, simple
and personal. Let’s apply that same ener-
gy to advocating for the people who
raised us, taught us, served our country
and built our communities.

If we don’t act now, we won’t just be
turning our backs on today’s older adults,
we'll be shortchanging our own future.



https://moovingcompany.com/
https://coloradofiscal.org/the-cost-of-aging-in-colorado/
https://coloradofiscal.org/the-cost-of-aging-in-colorado/
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS

INVECTIVE, VIOLENCE ARE ALL THEY HAVE LEFT

Editor:

Let's start with some chuckles. We often
hear Democrats repeating the mantra: “We
need illegal immigrants to do the jobs Amer-
ican citizens don't want to do.” What they
really mean is: “We need illegal immigrants
to do the jobs American citizens don't want
to do .... like vote for Democrats.” Even fun-
nier was Montrose School Board President
Sarah Fishering challenging the state school
board members for saying that Montrose
school board members were anti-school
choice. Per Fishering, “Nothing about our
local board is anti-school choice ...” I'm
sure she said that with a straight face.

| appreciated Raye Highland's September
29th Mirror letter. She expressed her opin-
ions clearly and without animosity. | appre-
ciated her agreeing with me that nothing is
settled by violence, but | was a little con-
fused as to why my opinions are “not condu-
cive to encouragement of dissenting opin-
ions.” There is nothing preventing anyone
from challenging any or all of my opinions.
The Mirror is happy to publish opposing
viewpoints, as long as those letters meet
their editorial standards. That's what Charlie
Kirk was all about. He chose a debate for-
mat, offering people with ideological differ-
ences a chance to give their own perspec-
tives. He used freedom of speech to debate
and persuade. He was assassinated because
Democrats have difficulty defending the
indefensible. They can't debate because, for
at least the last fifteen years now, they have
lost the arguments on their merits. A prime
example this week was Democrat MSNBC
castoff Joy Reid talking about the

“fascist” (meaning Republican) agenda:
“They want to take us back to no income
tax, no regulations, earn what you want,
family inherits everything.” Reid, another
Democrat multi-millionaire in love with
communism, defines fascism as freedom
and all the benefits that come with it. How
dare we want to make money and leave it to
our kids! Reid hates Americans that act re-
sponsibly, earn a living, and then share their
earned wealth with their own children. It's
impossible for a Democrat to support Reid's
position, so they are left with making excus-
es for not debating. Let's hear the argument
for confiscatory taxes instead of low tax
rates. Let's hear the explanation of the idea

that all money belongs to the government,
which then allocates it to the people as the
government sees fit.

Another example this week was Democrats
honoring convicted cop killer Assata Shakur.
In 1973 Joanne Chesimard (aka Assata
Shakur), an extremist with the Black Libera-
tion Army, was stopped for a motor vehicle
violation by two New Jersey State Police. At
the time, Shakur was wanted for several
violent felonies, including bank robbery.
Shakur and her accomplices opened fire on
the troopers. One trooper was wounded
and the other was shot and killed execution
style at point-blank range. She was convict-
ed and sentenced to life in prison, but es-
caped and spent her remaining years in Cu-
ba. The Chicago Teacher's Union honored
her this week: “Today we honor the life and
legacy of a revolutionary fighter .... a leader
of freedom ....” Democrats in Congress are
doing the same thing. Pennsylvania's Sum-
mer Lee, Massachusetts's Ayanna Pressly,
and New York's Yvette Clark joined in vari-
ous tributes to the person on the FBI's Most
Wanted Terrorist List. Democrats cannot
defend not wanting to give a moment of
silence to Charlie Kirk, but being more than
happy to honor a fugitive cop killer, so they
revert to projection and lies to avoid honest
debate.

It's kind of humorous that the Marine Corps
revealed this week they have reached its
recruiting targets for the 2025 fiscal year.
The achievement follows in the footsteps of
the Army, Air Force, and Navy, all of which
hit their recruitment goals months ahead of
schedule. With the Trump administration's
turnaround of the Biden-era recruiting cri-
ses, it is evident that leadership does, in
fact, matter to those seeking to serve the
nation in uniform. Under Biden, lethality and
efficiency were traded for so-called
“diversity” and “inclusion.” Again, it will be
difficult for Democrats to make excuses for
the befuddled ex-president and his handlers
failure to bring qualified talent to the mili-
tary, so they will do anything to avoid talking
about it.

It's also very entertaining to watch Demo-
crats try to defend their decision to shut
down the government. The problem for
Democrats is their case doesn't go over well
with voters listening to their explana-

tions. The government is broke, and the

Democrats claim they care about the deficit,
but they want to add trillions in spending.
They hated the Big Beautiful Bill, and now
they are holding the government hostage as
they seek to reverse things that just passed.
Much of the added spending is for free
health care for illegal immigrants, and also
includes funding for transgender surgery for
minors.

Remember that in 2015, 2018, and 2025,
Democrats threatened to close the entire
government if one of their favorite special
interest groups, Planned Parenthood, didn't
get their huge annual kickbacks. In between
those threats and up to the current shut-
down, they all gave speeches condemning
government shutdowns. Democrats could
care less about the millions of federal em-
ployees they are keeping temporarily unem-
ployed, nor do they care how much money
the government has to print to fund their
insanity.

Let's hear the argument that open borders
really serve our country's best interest. Why
is a wide-open, unregulated border good for
America? You have a better idea, let's hear
it. Let's hear Democrats defend socialism
when it has impoverished and tyrannized
citizens everywhere and every time it's been
tried. Show us how ever bigger government
is better for its citizens than a smaller gov-
ernment truly answerable to the electorate.
You have a better plan for improving the
economic opportunity for the American
people, besides doling out more free stuff to
your special interest groups, let's hear it.
You think you can solve Russia/Ukraine, or
Israel/Hamas, let's hear it.

Meanwhile, the American people over-
whelmingly support the commonsense poli-
cies advanced by our president, his cabinet,
and what Charlie Kirk argued in support of --
- economic opportunity in a free market,
safety and security for our citizens, good
schools, a smaller federal bureaucracy, and
a merit based system that rewards effort.
Democrats can't honestly debate any of
these ideas because all their ideas and poli-
cies are failing disastrously, and they know
it. That's why they have to rely on invective
and, as we've seen in recent years, violence.
That's all they have left.

Ed Henrie, Montrose
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FINANCING AVAILABLE AT
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LOT #811
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3 Bedroom 2 Bathroom Hidden Laundry 1155 SF Lock and Leave
Community
CONTACT DETAILS

R 970-615-9412
*ONLY $1,643.00

PER MONTH?*
($844 00 mortgage plus

B4 manager@thehiddenlakecommunity.com

@& www.thehiddenlakecommunity.com

*WAC. Estimated payment, rates
and terms may vary based on credit
history. Not all applicants will
qualify. Subject to lender terms &
conditions, Actual term, rate, APR,
and loan amount may vary.*
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SCHOOL BOARD ELECTION INFORMATION

CANDIDATE BIOS AND FORUM INFORMATION
CLICK HERE TO READ CANDIDATE BIOS

UPCOMING FORUM DATES BELOW:

2025 RE-1J Board of Education Candidate Forum Dates

-Tues. Oct. 7:6:30 pm-Charles Andrews/Ron Smith, Ute Museum, Chipeta Room

-Wed. Oct. 8:9 am-The Forum, CMU Montrose Campus, Cascade Hall

=Thurs. Oct. 9:6 pm-League of Women Voters, Montrose City Council Room, 107 S Cascade

MLS 820132 | OFFERED AT $474,900

1500 WEMINUCHE AVE, MONTROSE,_CO 81401
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BuO0uXbl_R-chrTYpd8eawYHY9KtOLqN/view
mailto:hollymontroserealtor@gmail.com
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With the Alpine Bank mbile
app, you can manage your
money anytime, anywhere.
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS

TRI-COUNTY HEALTH NETWORK SHARES IMPORTANT HEALTH COVERAGE UPDATES FOR 2025-2026
Expanded Medicaid coverage, upcoming Marketplace changes, and OmniSalud lottery enroliment

Special to the Mirror

WESTERN COLORADO — Tri-County
Health Network (TCHNetwork) is encour-
aging community members to review
their health coverage as several important
updates and changes take effect this year.
From expanded Medicaid eligibility to
upcoming changes in Marketplace premi-
ums, understanding your options now can
help ensure continuous and affordable
care. Schedule your appointment today by
calling 970.708.7096.

Expanded Medicaid Coverage: Cover All
Coloradans

Colorado’s Cover All Coloradans initiative
is expanding access to health care cover-
age:

-Pregnant people and children who are
undocumented may now qualify for
Health First Colorado (Medicaid).

-Under Emergency Medicaid, individuals
may also be eligible for Family Planning
benefits, covering essential reproductive
health services.

-Uninsured individuals, regardless of doc-
umentation status, can apply for Colora-
do’s Hospital Discount Program to lower
the cost of hospital care.

TCHNetwork’s Enrollment Team is availa-

8500

ble to help individuals check eligibility,
apply for programs, and understand their
coverage options. Everyone deserves ac-
cess to care.

For details and updates, visit: tchnet-
work.org/programs/insurance-assistance/
Marketplace Insurance Updates: Connect
for Health Colorado

As Open Enrollment approaches
(November 1, 2025 — January 15, 2026),
TCHNetwork urges all Marketplace partici-
pants to review their plans carefully:

-Do not rely on automatic re-enrollment
this year.

-Premium costs will change for 2026, with
new rates available starting November 1,
2025.

-Enhanced tax credits that have lowered
premiums for the past few years will ex-
pire December 31, 2025.

-You must enroll by December 15" for
coverage to begin January 1%, 2026.

-You must enroll by January 15”‘, 2026, for
coverage to begin February 1%, 2026.
TCHNetwork’s Enrollment Team can help
individuals compare plans, confirm eligi-
bility for tax credits, and choose the best
coverage. Schedule an appointment now
by calling 970.708.7096 to review your

options and avoid unexpected cost in-
creases.

Stay updated at: tchnetwork.org/
programs/insurance-assistance/
OmniSalud Update

Due to recent tax changes, OmniSalud—a
health coverage program for individuals
regardless of immigration status—will be
available only through a lottery for cur-
rent members this coming year.

-No new enrollments will be accepted at
this time.

-Current enrollees should watch for in-
structions on how to enter the lottery to
keep their coverage.

TCHNetwork will share more information
as soon as it becomes available.

For updates, visit: tchnetwork.org/
programs/insurance-assistance/

About Tri-County Health Network
Tri-County Health Network (TCHNetwork)
is committed to collaborating with its
communities to improve health for every-
one. Through programs like insurance
assistance, care coordination, and com-
munity outreach, TCHNetwork helps en-
sure everyone—regardless of income, lo-
cation, or immigration status—has access
to the care they need.

ANONYMOUS

Download The APP. P3 TIPS @

MONTROSE REGIONAL

CRIME STOPPERS

see something, say something
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS

VOTE NO ON MONTROSE LIBRARY MEASURES 6A AND 6B: PROTECT OUR KIDS AND OUR WALLETS!
MONTROSE COUNTY VOTERS: BALLOTS ARRIVE AFTER OCTOBER 11, 2025. ACT NOW TO DEFEND FAMILY VALUES!

Editor:

As ballots hit mailboxes starting October
11, 2025, for the November 4 election, the
Montrose Regional Library District (MRLD)
is pushing Measures 6A and 6B to lock in
higher taxes and fund controversial pro-
grams. These measures threaten the fami-
ly values Montrose holds dear, with the
library doubling down on divisive LGBTQ+
initiatives and RGB story times that many
see as inappropriate for our children. If
child grooming involves building trust to
desensitize kids to harmful behaviors, why
is our library promoting materials and
events that clash with our community's
principles? Vote NO on both measures to
stop this agenda and keep your taxes in
check.

Measure 6A: No Permanent Tax Hike for
Radical Programs

In 2017, voters approved a "temporary"
0.85 mill levy increase, raising the total
from 3.0 to 3.85 mills, set to expire in
2027. The MRLD promised five goals in
return: seven-day access, a bigger collec-
tion via networks like Marmot, Libby, and
Kanopy, a "Library of Things," more pro-
grams, and building upgrades like HVAC
and a telehealth room in Naturita. They've
delivered. So why make this tax perma-
nent now?

For a $500,000 home, 6A means an extra
$26.56 yearly, forever, with no sunset.
Worse, it funds the library's push into con-
troversial territory: LGBTQ+ displays and
story times that prioritize ideology over
family-friendly reading. Photos from re-
cent events show materials promoting
themes many Montrose parents reject as
“grooming adjacent”. The 2017 goals are
met. Let the levy expire. Vote NO on 6A to
demand accountability and halt this agen-
da.

Measure 6B: Stop Unchecked Spending
and Tax Hikes

Measure 6B is even sneakier. In 2024, Col-
orado capped special district property tax
revenue growth at 5.25% annually to curb
runaway budgets. MRLD wants you to
waive this cap, claiming Montrose's
growth demands it. Without 6B, the levy's
power could be halved, saving about $13
yearly on a $500,000 home in 2026 and
cutting $400,000 from the library's budg-
et. They cry foul, saying it's like TABOR
limits voters removed in 1999 to allow
growth.

But waiving the cap hands the library a
blank check. More money means more
"innovative" programs: teen magazines
steeped in identity politics, tech classes
with progressive undertones, and adult
"crafternoons" veering into ideological
discussions. A NO vote enforces fiscal dis-
cipline, keeping the cap to limit funding
for divisive initiatives. Vote NO on 6B to
protect your wallet and our values.
Measure 6A

What does it do?

Makes 0.85 mill levy permanent

Why Vote No?

Funds LGBTQ+ propaganda; goals met
Cost ($500k Home, 2026)

+$26.56/year forever

Measure 6B

What does it do?

Waives 5.25% revenue cap

Why Vote No?

Enables endless tax hikes and divisive pro-
grams

Cost ($500k Home, 2026)

+$13/year if passed; halves levy if failed
The Political Players Behind the Push

This isn't a grassroots effort. It's a coordi-
nated attack. The "Library YES!" commit-
tee, led by Stephanie Williams, pushes
both measures. Williams also filed for the
Recall Scott Mijares Committee, targeting
our conservative county commissioner,

with both committees registered within a
week of each other in 2025. Coincidence?
Hardly. And the Library YES! website?
Hosted by Tonya Maddox's Our Town Mat-
ters platform. The former Daily Press pub-
lisher is now an activist amplifying this
agenda. This smells like a Far Left-Wing
Democrat ploy: oust conservative leaders,
then tax us to fund their ideology.
Montrose isn't Boulder. We're a communi-
ty of ranchers, families, and faith-driven
folks who value tradition. Don't let outsid-
ers turn our library into a progressive play-
ground.

Your Vote, Your Values: Stop the Indoctri-
nation

Our library should be a safe space for
learning, not a stage for ideology. We want
story times with Charlotte's Web, not rain-
bow-themed events that confuse young
kids. We need collections that unite, not
"diversity" shelves pushing divisive narra-
tives. The 2017 levy was a deal: temporary
support for clear promises, now fulfilled.
Making it permanent and waiving growth
caps is a betrayal, funneling our taxes into
programs that erode Montrose's family-
first ethos.

Voters: When your ballot arrives, mark NO
on 6A and NO on 6B. Mail it promptly,
drop it at a center, or vote on November
4. Share this at church, the coffee shop, or
online. Our kids' innocence and our tax
dollars are at stake. Keep our library a
place for learning, not indoctrination. Vote
NO for Montrose, for our families, for our
future.

Michael J Badagliacco, “MJB”

Michael is the father of five and grandfa-
ther of three, United States Air Force Vet-
eran, International Recording Artist, pas-
sionate about the United States of Ameri-
ca and the founders Genius of the Consti-
tution and Editor-in-Chief, Colorado
DOGE Report (coDOGEreport.com).
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' F 3518 Honey Locust Drive
¢ UNDER = Montrose, CO

CONTRACT
MLS# 822924

CENTURY 21 o

Peg Evanoika

. . Broker
asklng price $699,900 CRS, SRES, MRP
970-209-3934
3 Bedrooms Covered back patio 2,030 sq ft
3 Bathrroms Three-stall garage Stainless steel accents

Located in the highly sought-after Brown Ranch subdivision, this thoughtfully designed home maximizes interior
space while offering agenerously sized backyard. The open-concept floor plan features a split-bedroom layout,
providing ample room in the common area along with large windows to fill the home with natural light, creating a
warm and inviting atmosphere. Lovingly crafted, the builder brings a personal commitment to quality and detail in
every corner of this exceptional home.

Stop By The Store M) Visit Our Website

500 E Main St | Montrose, CO century2l.com
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FINANCING AVAILABLE AT

0O &y
5 1 /2 /o BRAND NEW SKYLINE
a $
!NTERES-E .’ HOME 138 000

62650 LASALLE ROAE
LOT #811
MONTROSE, CC

PROPERTY FEATURES
o ST
= o e B 2
3 Bedroom 2 Bathroom Hidden Laundry 1155 SF Lock and Leave
Community
CONTACT DETAILS

& 970-615-9412
*ONLY $1,643.00

PER MONTH*
($844 00 mortgage plus

B4 manager@thehiddenlakecommunity.com

@& www.thehiddenlakecommunity.com

*WAC. Estimated payment, rates
and terms may vary based on credit
history. Not all applicants will
qualify. Subject to lender terms &
conditions, Actual term, rate, APR,
and loan amount may vary.*
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THE REVENUE
GENERATOR

Did you know that we are
a local company that offers
the following services?

- Digital Loyalty Systems
- Text Message Marketing
pEM - Digital Mobile Coupons

[Em - Waitlist System & Birthday Club
(Restaurants/Delis)

- Database Builds for any Organization
- Help Wanted Broadcasts
[EW - Text Reminder System

(Physicians, Chiropractors,
Massage Therapists, Mechanics, etc.)

Call/Text: 970-417-1516

Email: support@970vip.com

Or Visit: www.TheRevenueCenerator.com
and fill in contact form!
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COLORADO

NEWS BRIEFS

COMMUNITY LISTENING SESSIONS ACROSS COLORADO ON FEDERAL INDIAN BOARDING SCHOOLS

Special to the Mirror
COLORADO- History Colorado in partnership with several Tribal

organizations are hosting Community Listening Sessions across Colorado in support of
the American Indian Boarding School Research Project. Survivors, descendants and fam-
ilies connected to the Federal Indian Boarding Schools are invited to learn about the
project's progress, share their stories, and contribute input for healing and remem-

brance.

Each location will hold at least three facilitated Community Listening Sessions over the
next several months, with each session to cover different aspects of the Federal Indian
Boarding Schools' connection to families, in partnerships with local community organi-

zations and traditional leaders:

Pain Isn't Your New Normal.

Relief Starts Here.

St living with chronic pain? It's ime for a
multidisciplinary approach. The Spine & Pain Center at
Montrose Regional Health features an innavative team of
experts ready to help you feel better and get back to life

S

Dr, Ryan Hagens and Dr. William Summers specialize
in pain management, offering advanced, minimally
Invasive treatments for chronic pain, Br, Rasheed Abiola
provides surgical expertise for spine conditions that
require a more in-depth solution,

From diagnosis to treatment, our collaborative
team delivers personalized care designed to
improve function and quality of life.

Dr. Rasheed Abiola | Dr. William Summers | Dr. Ryan Hagens

& MONTROSE

REGIONAL HEALTH

MRH Spine & Pain Center
Locatad on the second Noor of the
new Ambulatory Core Center

970-252-2584

mor incom

Spine & Pain Center pincandp

and Native American

Fort Lewis School. History Colorado photo.

-Session 1: Legislation Information Presentation with Community
Project Input - A presentation on HB24-1444 and context to previ-
ous work with small table discussions to listen to process or con-
cerns from the community members to further the research of
Federal Indian Boarding Schools.

-Session 2: Family Relationship to Boarding School - Intergenera-
tional Trauma presentation with small table discussions to explore
community relationships to Federal Indian Boarding Schools and
ongoing family effects.

-Session 3: Community Recommendations - Return in the late
spring of 2026 for a presentation on findings from throughout the
state Community Listening Sessions and small table discussions to
determine and prioritize recommendations.

The Community Listening Sessions are part of a statewide effort to
document and address the history and legacy of Federal Indian
Boarding Schools in Colorado. Input from American Indian families
with direct connections to Federal Indian Boarding Schools will
inform recommendations for remembrance, mitigating and healing
the effects of the Federal Indian boarding schools, that will then be
shared with the Colorado State Legislature and Colorado Depart-
ments of Education and Higher Education in May of 2027. By high-
lighting community voices, the project aims to honor survivors,
support their descendants, and ensure that this history is acknowl-
edged as part of Colorado's collective history.

The American Indian Boarding School Listening Sessions are open
to survivors, descendants, and those who have direct family con-
nection to Federal Indian Boarding Schools. Interested participants
are encouraged, but is not necessary, to RSVP for a Community
Listening Session at h-co.org/listening-sessions to help with plan-
ning for space and food.

Community Listening Sessions are currently scheduled for Denver
and Durango. Additional sessions are being scheduled in Ignacio,
Towaoc, Cortez, Grand Junction, Pueblo, Boulder and Fort Collins.
The most current information can be found on the website:

The third session for each region will be scheduled for Spring 2026.
Visit the research web page to stay up to date on the latest sched-
ule.

INFO:

Additional information can be found at https://
www.historycolorado.org/american-indian-boarding-school-
research.
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RUN & WALK

OCTOBER 11TH

RACE STARTS @ 9 AM
DOWNTOWN NATURITA COLORADO

dap THISEVENT ISAPARTNEROFTHE

.&\!

N Qjﬁ ) 3" ANNUAL NATURITA PACK BURRO RACE

PREPARE TO ENJOY THE NATURAL TRAIL CONDITIONS, VARIED TERRAIN AND AMAZING
m. SCENERY! TWO COURSES - LONG (9,56 MILES ) OR SHORT [ 5.57 MILES).
;“\E = U, YOUR REGISTRATION INCLUDES AN EVENT T-SHIRT & SWAG BAG, MEAL VOUCHER & AID STATION
“ 1l I 1 !“ ACCESS. PRIZES AWARDED!

- -

*THE FIRST 10 STUDENTS ﬂ—utr,"f_
CAN REGISTER FOR FREE [ SN ra&’»"‘.‘),.h.e
THANKS TO OUR SPONSOR A

WEST END CYCLING ADVENTURES
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COLORADO NEWS BRIEFS

CDOT OPENS NEW VAIL PASS REST AREA, DELIVERING SAFER, MODERN AMENITIES

Special to the Mirror

EAGLE COUNTY - The Colorado Department of Transportation cut the ribbon on the newly
reconstructed Vail Pass Rest Area today, marking a major milestone for the Interstate 70
Mountain Corridor, one of the state’s most iconic and heavily traveled interstates.

New
Services

Your health needs are always growing, and so
are we. Montrose Regional Health now offers
Neurology and Urology care with expert
treatment...close to home.

Neurology « 970-497-8080

Specialized care for brain, nerve, and
movement issue aines Z

neuropathy,

Urology « 970-497-8100

Helping you take care of what matters
the most - bladder, kidney, and prostate
health (Urin: ate issues,

kid

& MONTROSE

» REGIONAL HEALTH

| MontroseHealth.com

The modernized
facility offers ex-
panded and safer
parking for cars
and trucks, fully
accessible re-

strooms and Vail Pass Rest Area. CDOT courtesy
amen.ltles, and Bl photo.
sustainable design

features that reduce long-term operating costs. The project
also reconfigured the space to integrate the popular Ten
Mile Canyon Trail into the rest area, creating a safer and
more seamless experience for both motorists and recrea-
tionalists.

Safety benefits of the updated facility include:

-Expanded truck parking - reduces trucks parking on high-
way shoulders or ramps, which is dangerous for both truck-
ers and passing vehicles.

-Clearer separation of vehicles and pedestrians - reconfig-
ured layout reduces conflict points between cars, trucks
and people moving through the rest area.

-Safe pull-off options - provides a reliable place for fatigued
drivers to stop, reducing drowsy-driving crashes.

-ADA accessibility - ensures that travelers have safe, func-
tional access to facilities without navigating unsafe terrain.
-Staging for CDOT crews - provides a better base for
maintenance staff and emergency response, allowing fast-
er, safer deployment during storms and incidents.

The project team, led by CDOT’s Property Management
team, worked through mountain weather and short con-
struction seasons to deliver the facility ahead of the winter
2025 season.

The Vail Pass Rest Area project began in May 2023. The
funding was provided by the Joint Budget Committee and
signed into law through the state budget by Governor Polis.
The new rest area is a part of CDOT’s ongoing effort to im-
prove safety and resilience along the 1-70 Mountain Corri-
dor, ensuring the state’s transportation system continues
to support both local communities and Colorado’s
statewide economy.
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LIMITED-TIME
FINANCING OFFER

PROPERTY FEATURES

2}

&1 B BB

3 Bedroom 2 Bathroom Fully Furnished 1500 SF Cul-de-sac
Location

$174,000 CONTACT US

3% Down/25 Year Term S 970-615-9412
*ONLY $2,192.00

B4 manager@thehiddenlakecommunity.com
per month*
($1,393.00 mortgage plus
$799.00 lot rent)

*WAC. Estimated payment, rates and terms may vary based on
credit history. Not all applicants will qualify. Subject to lender terms
& conditions. Actual term, rate, APR, and loan amount may vary.*

@ www.thehiddenlakecommunity.com
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- OFFERED AT:
$474,50000

" 1624 ELECTION WAY, MONTROSE,
¥ COLORADO 81401

MLS #826599

ABOUT THIS PROPERTY:
Dream Home in American Village - 3
Bed, 2 Bath with Spa-Like Primary
Suite Located in the desirable
American Village Subdivision, this
beautifully upgraded 3-bedroom, 2-
bath home offers the perfect blend
of style, comfort, and functionality.

. FEATURES:
| Ay ) 3 bedrooms

(@2 full baths
@ 1,855 sq. ft.

® 1-970-275-3195 @21 Elevated Real Estate Lesliegorerealtor@gmail.com
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS
OP-ED: FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY ISN'T OPTIONAL — IT'S OUR OBLIGATION

To my Constituents:
In today’s political climate, the words “fiscal responsibility” get thrown around a lot. But for me, as a Montrose County Commis-
sioner, it’s not just a phrase — it’s a principle | take seriously and one | believe taxpayers expect from their elected officials.

To be fiscally responsible means making smart financial decisions: balancing budgets, controlling spending, planning for the fu-
ture, and ensuring that every dollar is spent wisely. This isn’t optional — it’s the foundation of good governance.

Despite that, I've been accused of being fiscally irrespon-
sible. Let me be clear: those claims are false.

One of the most significant financial decisions made in
recent years was the approval of the North Campus build- Ne W
ing. | opposed this project — not for political reasons, but

because it simply didn’t make financial sense. The out- ®
going Board of County Commissioners signed off on this

$25 million project on December 18, 2024 — just six Seer ces
weeks after voters chose a new board, and less than a
month before they left office.

Our Finance Director had raised serious concerns about
the project’s cost and long-term viability. The building
lacked any room for expansion, effectively making it obso-
lete before construction even began. Since approval, the
project has ballooned to $28 million and undergone five

costly design changes — the latest alone estimated at Neurology ~ 970-497-8080

$500,000.
| proposed hitting pause on the project so the newly Specialized care for brain, n Ne' and
elected board could review the Finance Department’s movement issues (Migrain

warnings. But that effort was shut down after our County neuropathy, Parkinson's, etc
Attorney warned of a potential lawsuit if we didn’t move g
forward.

Since taking office, I’'ve uncovered more troubling infor-
mation. In January 2023, nearly two years before the Urolog-y ° 970_497_8100
North Campus was approved, the previous board signed

an Exclusive Right of First Refusal (see link) giving an out- Helping you take care of what matters

of-state developer priority to purchase the existing South the most - bladder, kidney, and prostate
health (Urinar p 5, prostate issues,

Your health needs are always growing, and so
are we. Montrose Regional Health now offers
Neurology and Urology care with expert
treatment...close to home.

Campus building. This agreement, signed by then-Chair
Sue Hansen, is in effect until the end of 2027.

Why was this deal made so far in advance, with no clear
public discussion? Why were the concerns of the Finance
Department ignored? And why was the incoming board —
chosen by the voters — left out of such a massive deci-
sion?

Montrose County taxpayers deserve transparency, fore-
sight, and honesty in how their money is spent. Fiscal re-
sponsibility isn’t about pushing pet projects through at the |
last minute — it’s about thoughtful planning and account-
ability.

As your commissioner, I'll continue to push for exactly
that.

Scott Mijares, Montrose County Commissioner
scottm4montrose@gmail.com
www.scottm4montrose.com

,229&1%2%,% | MontroseHealth.com
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MONTROSE COUNTY

MONTROSE COUNTY
NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH
MEETING

Join us - Wednesday,
October 15" at 5:00 pm

Montrose County Sheriff's Office
1200 N. Grand Avenue

TOPIC - Investigation - Crime

Scene
Presented by Ted Valario,

Commander - MCSO Investigations




SAY N0 T0 THE REGALL

ENOUGH IS ENOUGH

COMMISSIONMER SCOTT MIJARES IS DOING HIS JOB.
HE IS WORKING FOR THE PEOPLE AND DELIVERING ON
ilS PROMISES.

KEEP HIM QN THE BOCC
VOTE NO ON THE RECALL

www.scottm4montrose.com

Paid for by Say no on the Recall of Scott Mijares



http://www.scottm4montrose.com/

The Montrose Mirror October 6,2025

Page 70

NO PHONES, JUST EACH OTHER: WHAT | LEARNED IN WEST VIRGINIA

By Jack Switzer

OSWEGO, NY-I spent my three-month summer away from college in West Virgin-
ia, under the hot sun and in the dirt, working as a counselor for high school boys
at a summer camp. | lived with more than 40 campers, and got to know each of
them over the course of four separate two-week sessions. This camp is a some-
what uncommon thing to see in the modern age, as it was in a cellular dead
zone, which meant no phones in sight. The kids didn’t even bring them along.
We slept in the same cabin, ate at the same tables, and played the same games.
| was taught by a 12-year-old boy how to count cards in poker, and trick people
out of their money, and another 14-year-old taught me how to play guitar. They
made me laugh non-stop; they had so much heart.

One thing they all had in common however, was that despite being cell phone
free, everything they knew seemed to come from social media platforms. Every
session had a unique group of children, but they all knew the same jokes, acted
in similar ways, and held similar opinions, and when | asked where their ideas
came from, they always cited social media. This homogeneity isn’t necessarily a
bad thing, but it made me realize how influential these platforms are now--the
kids are listening. The barrier between the world of grownups and adolescents is
thinner than ever thanks to the Internet, and they know everything about things
| was completely unaware of at their age. They have strong opinions on war, the
status of our political parties, the competence of our leaders, the grey line of
what’s moral and what’s legal.

Despite this, they’re still growing up and don’t really know what all of this
means outside of what they’ve been told online, but they are able to have an
opinion. They want to focus on playing sports, talking about video games, and
listening to music new and old. They have found strong support in online com-
munities because they can find people all over the world who love these same
things as them. Camp had four pillars of education which they focused on to
help the campers in their development, and the one that stuck with me the most
is “Community is the antidote to loneliness.” These children have a stronger
sense of worldwide community than most of us ever did thanks to the growing
internet, and it has made them stronger. So whenever | hear people talking
about how divided we’re becoming because of polarization in the media, | real-
ize thanks to my campers that it’s not as true as they want us to think. Headlines
are sensational because that’s how they get attention; politicians and political
speakers want us to be divided because it makes us confused and easier for
them to push an agenda. We are all part of a larger community, and we all care
about our neighbors. This community | had the privilege to be a part of over the
summer reminded me of how important it is to give gifts to your neighbor,
whether it’s food or knowledge, or just a helping hand. With the giving season
coming around the corner, think about your neighbors and how you can help
strengthen our existing communities without the media. It’s a cruel world, but
we don’t have to be cruel to each other.

The Mirror:
many views,
one newspaper.
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WELCOME
Dr. Jessica Hellyer

Medical Oncologist

"Empathy and patient-centered care
are at the core of everything we do
at the San Juan Cancer Center.”

To schedule an appointment with Dr. Hellyer,
call the San Juan Cancer Center at

970-240-7242

-
MONTROSE SANE&JUAN

RECIONAL HEALTH C;\VKCER ('ENNYVEVR
MontroseHealth.com ATRTREN] CF WESEEL WAt MALTH
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LESLIE GORE, CRS DIANE HAYNES, CRS
Associate Broker Associate Broker
C: 970-275-3195 C: 970-596-3521
0: 970-249-7653 0: 970-249-7653
LeslieGoreRealtor@gmail.com DianeHaynes@outlook.com

DianeHaynesRealtor@gmail.com

NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION OF
REALTORS"
OFFICIAL
DESIGNATION

Choosing a real estate agent with the Accredited Buyer’s Representative (ABR)
designation offers several advantages:

Specialized Training: ABR agents have received advanced training focused on representing
buyers, giving them a deep understanding of the buying process and strategies to advocate
for your best interests.

Expert Negotiation Skills: They are equipped with the skills to negotiate better terms, prices,
and contingencies, helping you secure a more favorable deal.

Market Knowledge: ABR agents are well-versed in local market conditions, giving you
insights into pricing trends, property values, and neighborhood information.

Exclusive Buyer Focus: Their primary focus is on buyer representation, ensuring you get
unbiased advice and guidance tailored specifically to your needs.

Legal and Ethical Standards: ABR agents adhere to a strict code of ethics, ensuring that you
receive professional and trustworthy service throughout the buying process.

In short, working with an ABR-certified agent provides specialized expertise, better representation,
and a smoother home-buying experience.

Call for an appointment today!
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We Carry
Narrow, Regular,
& Wide Widths
Sizes 35-47

We Also Resole &
Refurbish your existing
Birkenstock Footwear!

| BIRKENSTO(K
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS

REASONS WHY YOU SHOULD VOTE FOR TIFFANY VINCENT FOR SCHOOL BOARD

Editor:

Tiffany might appear to be a shy, reserved
candidate, but the opposite is true. The follow-
ing are some reasons why you should consider
voting for her.

1.Although | believe that teaching experience
is not necessarily a qualification to serve as a
Board Director, Tiffany has worked for many
years as a coach, and in early childhood educa-
tion in public and private schools. Currently,
she teaches physical education, and for the
past couple of years has taught middle school
math.

2.At work she has the opportunity to talk to
many teachers and families who have left
MCSD for a different school option or a more
supportive workplace. She has heard firsthand
what problems people have had in the district
schools. This has been one of the reasons that

has compelled her to run for School Board.
Also, she had a negative experience in MCSD
with one of her sons, who she withdrew from
the District, and went on to thrive in a private
school setting for the past five years. This se-
mester he returned to public school.

3.She wants to work to make the classroom
less politicized. She believes that sexualized
material should not be taught in K-5 class-
rooms.

4.She is willing to listen to parents when they
think subject matter, curriculum or books are
inappropriate.

5.She wants to work with the Board to find
creative ways for parents to be more informed
of what’s going on with their child, especially
when it comes to mental or physical health,
such as medical treatments or advice that
might go against parents' beliefs. Keeping in-

formation such as critical health concerns from
parents crosses her line of morality.

This is the source of her slogan: “No More
Secrets.”

After seeing multiple Colorado schools in the
news for major assaults on parental rights, she
wants to do whatever she can to shield our
county from becoming a news story.

She is grateful for the support of the Republi-
can Party, however, she and the other three
candidates were not asked for permission to
have signs made, or have statements about
“woke” or a failed school district associated
with their candidacy.

Please get to know Tiffany at the forums this
week.

| believe she will be an effective voice for her
District.

Leah Vandersluis, Montrose

A WAKEUP CALL FOR OUR COMMUNITY

Editor:
Montrose this is a wake up call!

The question is the recall of Scott Mijares but the real question is : What ideology do you want to lead our County?

The groups of Indivisible, No Kings, LWV “red-robed ladies” or “Hand Maidens Tales” are groups behind the recall of Scott Mijares.
Indivisible ideology is to resist Republican, conservative government and push aggressive progressive policies. They stand with the
library spending $17,000 in 2024-2025 of our tax money in support of woke / LGBTQ agendas, Montrose Pride, and are affiliated
with Act Blue donations. This is more than just a recall race, it represents what is happening to overthrow conservative candidates
who are elected to stand for the people of the county.

The recall would automatically replace our conservative Commissioner Scott Mijares with a democrat liberal choice ( however
registered unaffiliated) for County Commissioner. We will not be able to elect a different choice.

Scott Mijares has shown a willingness to ask tough questions on the finances of our County . He has stood against land grabs and
the over reach in Government. He will continue to be transparent and fight for our conservative values.

VOTE “NO RECALL “ on Scott Mijares

Joe and Tamara Stucky

Peak Wellness Center gives members and
employers a low monthly cost option for
their primary care needs. This monthly
membership allows members to see their
provider when they need to without worrying
about co-pays or deductibles. Employers save
hundreds to thousands of dollars per month
compared to a traditional insurance.

Monday - Saturday « 8AM - 6PM

' Co-Pays
or Hidden
Fees

CALL TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION!

(970) 497-7708 « MyPeakMD.com
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= 1131 S 12th Street
’% Montrose, CO 81401
% $455,000 | MLS: 827150

Timeless Appeal

MODERN COMFORT
— HOME FOR SALE—

Discover timeless appeal and modern comfort in this what
seems to be a Mid-Century Modern home.

Discover timeless appeal and modern comfort in this what seems to be a Mid-Century Modern home. With 2.072 sq ft of single-level
living. the layout offers both rcominess and accessibility. The oversized two-bay garage features a dedicated workspace — perfect
for hobbies, storage, or weekend projects. Enjoy outdoor living in the privacy-fenced backyard with a generous covered patio, ideal
for entertaining or relaxing in style.Mature landscaping. a full sprinkler system, and a classic brick facade with a durable metal roof
add to the home's impressive curb appealinside. youll find: A large. inviting living room. This home has a fireplace with a gas insert A
fabulous den — perfect for a home office, studio.or media room A well-appointed kitchen with solid surface counter tops and a
pantry, roomy enough for a second refrigerator Incredible storage throughout — more than you may ever need! Notice the second
water heater by the bedrooms and an additional H2o source under the kitchen sink Located adjacent to Montrose Golf Course, this
property offers scenic serenity with the convenience of being in the heart of Montrose — close to dining, shopping. and all the best
the city has to offer. This home blends classic designwith everyday function — and it's truly one-of-a-kind

970-209.3934
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HOSTED BY:
DOUG SPEEDIE, MD

DELTA HEALTH

STATE HEALTH
INSURANCE
ASSISTANCE
PROGRAM (SHIP)
PRESENTATION

MEDICARE IN A NUTSHELL

SHIP is your local State Health Insurance Assistance Program.
SHIP provides unbiased help to Medicare beneficiaries, their
families, and caregivers. Whether you are new to Medicare,
reviewing Medicare plan options, or have questions on

how to use your Medicare, SHIP can help.

03.25.2025 09.30.2025

500 PM -7:00 PM 5:00 PM -7:00 PM THE PRESENTATION
WILL COVER ALL OF THE

06.24.2025 11.18.2025 BASICS OF MEDICARE, THERE

5:00 PM - 7:00 PM 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM WILL BE AMPLE OPPORTUNITY TO
. ' : ) ASK ANY QUESTIONS YOU MAY HAVE.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT REGION 10
SHIP OFFICE AT 970.765.3129.

LOCATED IN CLASSROOM B (1ST FLOOR OF THE MAIN HOSPITAL)
1501 E 3RD ST « DELTA, CO
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS
COLORADO WEST LAND TRUST:SUCCESS OF WATER PROTECTION PLAN

Special to the Mirror

WESTERN COLORADO — One year after
establishing a visionary Water Protection
Plan, Colorado West Land Trust (CWLT)
has released its Water Protection Plan
Impact Report, which documents the sig-
nificant progress the Land Trust has made
in protecting the lifeblood of Western
Colorado and enhancing critical habitat.
Launched in September 2024, the Water
Protection Plan set out a bold roadmap to
accelerate land and water protection, en-
hance resilience in vulnerable areas, pro-
mote forest health and floodplain restora-
tion, preserve habitats, and build collabo-
rative capacity.

Over the past year, CWLT has collaborat-
ed with partners and landowners to im-
plement these goals, enhancing the secu-
rity of water for agriculture, wildlife, and
communities across the region.

Since the introduction of the plan, CWLT
has permanently conserved eight proper-
ties that directly support the livelihoods
tied to water security. This includes pro-
tecting 386 acres of riparian habitat and
1,806 acres of irrigated farmland. Conser-
vation efforts have also safeguarded more
than 30 miles of rivers across Colorado,
including the North Fork of the Gunnison,
Dolores, and Uncompahgre, ensuring
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these waterways continue to support both

people and ecosystems. In addition to
land protection, CWLT completed 13
weeks of on-the-ground restoration work
in 2025, in partnership with the Western
Colorado Conservation Corps, to improve
watershed function and resilience. These
restoration projects stretched across the
region.

In Glade Park, nine weeks of work fo-
cused on revegetating riparian areas, re-
moving encroaching pinyon and juniper,
and building erosion-control and meadow
-restoration structures.

These efforts are already reducing ero-
sion, increasing water retention in mead-
ows, and supporting diverse plant and
wildlife communities.

This November and beyond, CWLT and
partners will restore more than 130 acres
of riparian and wetland habitat by stabiliz-
ing streambanks, removing invasive spe-
cies, and planting over 3,400 native plants
on five conserved properties along the
North Fork of the Gunnison River. This
work enhances biodiversity, supports
wildlife movement, and improves down-
stream water quality.

In Plateau Valley, Western Colorado Con-
servation Corps crews and the Colorado
State Forest Service, in partnership with

COLORADO WEST

LAND TRUST

Ute Water and Colorado West Land Trust,
thinned overgrown vegetation to reduce
hazardous fuels on conserved private
lands near Grand Mesa National Forest.
CWLT helped coordinate and design the
project, which will lower wildfire risk and
protect the Plateau Creek Canal—a key
source of drinking and irrigation water for
Mesa County residents and producers.
“Western Colorado’s future depends on
how we protect and steward our water
resources,” said Rob Bleiberg, Executive
Director of CWLT. “Thanks to our part-
ners, landowners, and supporters, the
Water Protection Plan is already creating
lasting impacts for people, wildlife, and
working lands.”

The full Water Protection Plan Impact
Report is available here.

View the Water Protection Plan Summary
here.

he Church Down the Street, published pre-COVID, peers into the

worship services of more than 70 churches, some of which have a
weekly attendance of less than 10

Organized in a topical format (Hospitality, Program & Source Material,

Music, Meditations & Invitations, and The Message), the author uses an
unbiased approach to allow readers to experience the worship service as

seen through the eyes of a reporter.

The Church Down the Street contains anecdotes and stories from the
actual worship services and asks thought-provoking questions that

Readers will:

« Discern the value and content of the sermon.

allow readers to draw their own conclusions,

« See strengths and weaknesses in the worship service

« Re-evaluate hospitality toward visitors

« Become more aware of source material used in the worship service
» Compare and contrast music presentations and selections

Gail Marvel’s book,

The Church Down the Street, is
available online at Amazon.com
and wingedpublications.com.

GAIL MARVEL

Montrose Author & Reporter


https://cowestlandtrust.org/wp-content/uploads/New-draft-Water-Impact-Report-5.pdf
https://cowestlandtrust.org/wp-content/uploads/New-draft-Water-Impact-Report-5.pdf
https://cowestlandtrust.org/wp-content/uploads/Water-final.pdf
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October 2025

Montrose Republican Women
tresent a Special Event

Behind the Iron Curtain:
AJourneyto American Citizenship

Featuring:

Barbora Hurd, wife of Congressman Jeff Hurd, was born and

raised in communist Czechoslovakia. Behind the Iron Curtain,

she witnessed firsthand how ideas—not power—have the final
say when it comes to political change.

Now a proud U.S. citizen, Barbora speaks about her journey
to American citizenship, the importance of freedom, American

democracy and principled leadership.

CFRW Officials will speak and attending Elected Officials - Local and State
$15 donation at the door for lunch & MRW Education Fund

RSVP to MontroseRepublicanWomen@gmail.com

Montrose Republican Women
Soup / Salad Lunch & Program
Friday, October 17th

Noon - 1:30p (Doors open -11:30a) | Getinvolved

Sign Up

Ute Indian Museum %]
17253 Chipeta Road - Montrose

Please RSVP: MontroseRepublicanWomen@gmail.com E



mailto:montroserepublicanwomen@gmail.com

The Montrose Mirror Cctober 6,2025

-

-
P -
: ) 7’“
’ o &

“. MONTROSE COUNTY
' FAIRGROUNDS |
FRIENDSHIP HALL

For Vendor Information call Debbie 970.531.2438 or email montrosefootwear@aol.com
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS
MOTUS: A NEW APPROACH TO TRACKING ANIMAL MIGRATION

By Melissa S. Siders, Black Canyon Audubon Society.

MONTROSE-For decades, learning about animal move- @ "#E,‘#E]

ments entailed attaching a battery powered ratio on an 1{'&:‘-1 ';’;

animal and trying to follow them. You were limited to K e "‘"{1

only larger animals that could carry the weight of the L":- ¥ 2ad ' n

battery. There is new technology used to track small ani- .r: E‘%&

mals over vast distances and it is changing how scientists N . ) ‘

study migrating animals. "Motus" is a Latin word mean- 5 o o t;::x"‘q

ing movement, motion, or progress. Motus is an international research
community working together to study the movement and behaviour of
birds, bats, and insects, especially related to seasonal migration. These ani-
mals carry miniaturized tags that transmit information to stations, usually
called towers, placed across the landscape. Currently Motus has 2,278 sta-
tions, 472 species tagged, and over 60,000 animals tagged across 34 coun-
tries. These have resulted in 257 peer reviewed publications. All of which
you can access.

This past spring, The Black Canyon Audubon Society joined the Motus The Chris Lazo Memorial Motus Station near Mont-
community by purchasing and installing the Chris Lazo Memorial Station on AR CLLIE LI LN AN Rl R (7]
Spring Creek Mesa. So far we have detected a white pelican, a tree swal-  [UCLEON (R LN/ gLl e [Nl R (T Lo B
low, a willow flycatcher, and two Wilson’s phalarope. These birds are asso- KeLUESRLull [

ciated with five separate study organizations. It’s amazing to look at their

flights between Canada and Mexico, with a fly through Montrose. Five birds may not sound like much, but compared to some of
the other western towers, Montrose appears to be an important route during migration.

See Data. If you would like to look at the amazing trips of the Montrose visitors, or any of the animals tagged throughout the Mo-
tus project, you can go to this link short cut link https://bit.ly/4fn7RmC or this QRCode or you can Google “motus wildlife tracking
system”. Please be patient, the web page is often slow to load. From the first page, click on “Continue”. You can then zoom into
western Colorado to Montrose to see the Chris Lazo Memorial Station, or you can zoom in to any dot on the map to explore other
towers. Once you have selected a dot, a window will come up for the station. If you click “View Station”, you will see all the data
for that station. You will be able to see the general routes of various individual animals that had been tagged and what stations
detected Motus tags. On the left side of the screen will be information about the tower. If you click on the project name next to
“Deployed by:” you can get more information about the project.
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS
NO KINGS PROTESTS RETURN ON OCT. 18

Special to the Mirror

MONTROSE- In less than two weeks on
Oct. 18, local residents from the Mont-
rose, Ouray and San Miguel Counties will
come together with millions of Americans

across the country in a nationwide day of  daily.

nonviolent protest at the second No Kings Participants will gather peacefully at Cen-
Day of Action in Montrose, Colorado. tennial Plaza, 434 S. 1st Street in Mont-
There are currently over 2,100 events rose, Colorado at 3:30 pm to begin a rally
nationwide, with new events being added and march. Participants are encouraged

Mraury:

AND THI

"TEA PARTY
HUNGER AWARENESS
FUNDRAISER
MONTROSE

EVENT CENTER
OCTOBER 11

2PM - 4PM
VENDOR BOOTHS
OPEN @1PM

WHAT TO EXPECT
HORSE & CARRIAGE
RIDE

HIGH TEA BUFFET
GAMES & PRIZES
PHOTO BOOTH
SHOPPING

.PURCHASE
TICKETS.HERE
OR CALL
(970) 240-8385
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to wear a costume as their favorite hero
for that fights for democracy. No weapons
of any kind, including those legally per-
mitted, should be brought to this event.

Participants will hear from speakers and
music prior to a peaceful, nonviolent
march through downtown Montrose.

“In America, we are united against kings.
President Trump has openly said he wants
a third term and is already acting like a
monarch - seizing control of Washington
D.C., threatening other cities and using
federal forces against his own people,”
said local Indivisible group leader Holly
Speaks. "But the American people don’t
bow to kings. And together, yet again, we
will peacefully mobilize in huge numbers
to reject this corruption and authoritarian
takeover of our country. Because it is in
every American's DNA.”

On June 14, more than five million people
across all 50 states joined No Kings in the
largest single-day protest yet against Pres-
ident Trump’s authoritarianism. The
Oct.18 day of action is the next step in this
growing movement, channeling that ener-
gy into yet another coordinated, peaceful
mobilization.

We're excited to join with other groups
organizing the No Kings peaceful protests
across the country including The League
of Women Voters, Women’s March,
ACLU, American Federation of Teachers,
Common Defense, 50501, Human Rights
Campaign, Indivisible, League of Conser-
vation Voters, MoveOn, National Nurses
United, Public Citizen, SEIU, among oth-
ers. A full list of partners can be seen at
www.nokings.org/partners.

For a full list of participating cities and
event details, visit www.NoKings.org .

All No Kings events adhere to a shared
commitment to nonviolent protest and
community safety. Organizers are trained
in de-escalation and are working closely
with local partners to ensure peaceful and
powerful actions nationwide.



https://www.nokings.org/
http://www.nokings.org/partners
http://www.nokings.org
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Dads Who Take
Their Showers Neat.

We carry the full line of After minutes of research, we discovered that an
Duke Cannon Products. overwhelming majority of dads like bourbon and

roughly 97% of these same men enjoy getting
Colorado-ology . Father’s Day gifts. Seeing an obvious parallel,
328 East Main Street Duke Cannon wants you to know that our lineup
970-249-8323 of Buffalo Trace grooming goods are an easy

way to get pops a 100-proof gift on his big day.

BIG BOURBON ¢ [:] DUKE CANNON'

DUKE CANNON

THIEK ' BEARD

BODY WASH A
sy ,
e DUFFALOITRACE.

RESTECHT ATHAIGHY
TOVRRON WhINREY
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COMMUNITY OBITUARIES

CHARLOTTE GRACE SIMKINS

March 31, 1938 — September 22, 2025

CHARLOTTE GRACE SIMKINS of Montrose
was born on March 31, 1938 and passed
away on September 22,2025. She was
born in Wyoming to Sumpter and Grace
Patterson. The family moved to Boulder
CO where she grew up and graduated
from Boulder HS. She then went to college
in Gunnison CO where she majored in
music.

She married the love of her life, John
(Jack) Simkins on November 28, 1959 in
Boulder, CO. They were blessed with six
children. The family then moved to Mont-
rose, CO Labor Day weekend in 1970. They
were a close family who enjoyed family
get togethers — there wasn’t a birthday,
holiday or any other special occasion that
went by without some kind of celebration.
The house was full of laughter and family
and friends. The parties often extended to
the garage where they played pool, poker
and sang karaoke. Summers included
weekly lunches on the patio with family
and friends, as well as BBQ's, volleyball
and other outside games.

She was a paraprofessional at Northside
Elementary for many years and still has
kids that she helped thank her for believ-
ing in them and making a difference in
their lives. She and Jack had a used furni-
ture store for many years as well as auc-
tions. The auctions started out in the back
part of Howlett’s furniture on Thursday
nights and that was local entertainment
for many people. They then moved north

of town to a building and continued week-
ly auctions and the used furniture store
there. Antique auctions were held four
times a year at the Friendship Hall and
Charlotte continuef those after Jack
passed away until last year when she de-
cided it was too much work.

She was an avid Rockies and Nuggets fan
and loved not only watching the games
but going with family to see them live. She
loved to gamble, and she and Jack would
travel with long time family friends to vari-
ous gambling places in Colorado, Las Ve-
gas and Deadwood, SD.

She loved classical music and was a mem-
ber of the Valley Symphony Orchestra for
many years. She played the Bass and only
recently decided it was too heavy to lug
around, and she couldn’t drive after dark.
She inherited her mother’s baby grand
piano and enjoyed playing that as well as
all of the kids and grandkids.

She had recently enjoyed a trip to Mexico
with several family members — they even
got her out into the ocean on this trip. The
last three years she and her friend Bob
would pick up sack lunches for KidsAid
and deliver them to the local schools so
kids could have meals on the weekends.
She enjoyed this very much and it gave
her something to do and look forward to.
Charlotte was preceded in death by her
parents, her husband Jack, her infant
daughter Shawnalyn, her sister Ann, her
brothers, Dean and George. She is sur-

THE MONTROSE

vived by her sister Sheri Swerdfeger, Chil-
dren: Jennifer Culver, Randy Simkins, Jill
Piatt (Gary), Allison Anderson & Stephanie
Tait (Brian). Her grandchildren: Christo-
pher Simkins, Franklin Culver (Ren), Brad-
ly Culver (Rebecca), Maylee Simkins, Pres-
ton Piatt (Leslee), Shelby Piatt, Zachary
Passmore and Kylie Grett (Cole). Great
Grandchildren: Sabastine Simkins, Anita
Miramontes, Michael Culver, Madison
Culver, Kaylee Culver, Dax Landen, Lilly
Landen, Lane Piatt, Colton Piatt, Preslee
Piatt, Harrison Grett and Sullivan Grett.
Service for Charlotte with be held Satur-
day October 18th at 10am at Calvary
Chapel and will conclude there.
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COMMUNITY OBITUARIES

THOMAS E. COURTNEY
August 11, 1944 — September 23, 2025

THOMAS E. "TOM" COURTNEY, an 81-year-old husband, father, grandfather, and great-grandfather
known for his vibrant personality, passed away surrounded by love. Born in DeKalb, Illinois, to Thomas
and Marilyn (Sanderson) Courtney, he was their firstborn child and cherished first grandchild in both
the Courtney and Sanderson families.

Tom had a lifelong dream of living in the mountains of Colorado, a dream he realized after college
when he moved to Boulder. There, he began a career in banking and later transitioned into real es-
tate. In 1972, he settled in Colorado Springs, where he began a thriving career, married his beloved
wife, Roe, with whom he shared 48 years of marriage, and raised a wonderful family. Tom was known
for his charisma, integrity, and unwavering dedication to his family,

Tom's real estate career was a testament to his passion and commitment. He worked with respected
companies such as Van Schaack & Co., Re/Max, and Colorado Brokers before co-founding Courtney &.
Courtney with his wife, Roe. After many successful years, he and Roe embraced the adventure of full-
time RV living for 14 years, allowing them to connect with people across the country. They spent 20 years off and on in Titusville,
FL (TGO) before settling in Montrose, CO. Tom's journey in both real estate and life left a lasting impact on those he met along the
way.

Tom was the true embodiment of loyalty, commitment, and a delightful, sarcastic wit.

His laughter was like sunshine, brightening every room and spreading joy to everyone he met. It’s no wonder he became known
as Santa Tom—a title that captured both his generosity and his ability to make others smile. Fantastic storyteller, Tom, had a way
of bringing memories to life. Whether surrounded by friends, gathered at a holiday table, or in the middle of an everyday conver-
sation, he was always ready to share a tale—ensuring those moments could be laughed at, learned from, and cherished for years
to come.

There were legendary stories of Pizza Villa in DeKalb, always told with a wink and a grin. Then there was the image of Tom behind
the wheel of his convertible TR6—top down in the snow—on his way to the slopes, grinning like a kid on Christmas morning. And
of course, the unforgettable sailing adventures on his MC Scow, where he risked everything—including the safety and sanity of all
children aboard—for the thrill of the wind and water.

Tom didn’t just tell stories — he lived them. And in doing so, he gave those around him the kind of memories that will echo for
generations.

Tom is survived by his four children: Thomas "Tod" Courtney (Paula) of Castle Rock, CO, Matt Preston (Sheri) of Marietta, GA, Jen-
na Lanfor (Mike) of Havelock, NC, and Bryan Courtney (April) of Broomfield, CO. He leaves behind a legacy of love through his
grandchildren: Rebekah Garcia (Brian), Jordan Courtney, Mckenzy Evans (James), Ryan Preston, and Marley Preston, along with his
great-grandchild, Julio Garcia.

Preceding him in death were his parents and his brothers Kevin, David, and Craig Courtney. He will be lovingly remembered by his
sisters, Susan Courtney Marshall (Pat) and Erin Hooks (Rob), as well as his nephews and niece, Sean and Kevin Marshall, and Col-
leen and Chris Hooks.

In lieu of flowers, the family encourages you to share a happy memory of Tom or enjoy a game of golf or pickleball in his honor. At
this time, no services are planned, but his spirit will forever hold a special place in the hearts of those who knew him.

Thank yow for veading
THE MONTROSE MIRROR
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COMMUNITY OBITUARIES
BRUCE CHUCHURU

February 7, 1953 — September 19, 2025

BRUCE CHUCHURU of Montrose, Co.  and Dozer. He could run any piece of
Passed away on Friday, September equipment set before him. As a young boy

19,2025. Bruce is preceded in death by hls;ahmcljlyhl'ralsed sheep in th: Clr:marolr;.
Bernard and Virginia Chuchuru. Bruce is Dad had him on a tractor when he cou

survived by his wife of 25 years, Robin rgach the pedals. He Ioveq gqing tothe
Chuchuru (Hranchak), his brother Kent hills, camplng, four \A{heellng n the -ro.ugh-
Chuchuru and wife Marilyn and his two est terrain he could find, and a big, juicy
sisters, Debra Chuchuru of Phoenix, Az. steak. He enjoyed cruises and trips with
And Vicki Scott (Ron) of Phoenix, Az. his wife, and going to Con-Expo every 3
Bruce had two adopted sons, Doug years. If you had Bruce as a friend, you

Chuchuru of Westminster, Co and Lind- Zadfaltr:uet:‘ne;df. Thzwordlq |°Stﬁ won- q
say Passmore of Silt, Co., as well as multi- erful husband, friend and just all-aroun

ple grandchildren and great grandchil- special person. He will be deeply missed
dren by all who were blessed to have known

For the last 50+ years Bruce owned and Zlm.l brati ¢ Life will be held b
operated a very successful business in Celebration of Lite will be held October

| Montrose, Co. Called Chuchuru's Backhoe 182025, at the shop between 2pm-5pm.

MARGARET "MARGE" BAIRD
December 25, 1937 — September 22, 2025

MARGARET (MARGE) BAIRD passed away at Willow Tree Care Facility on September 22, 2025.
Marge was born in New Mexico on December 25, 1937.

During her years of marriage, she and her husband Lynn lived in various places as they raised
their four children.

They lived in California, Arizona, Idaho, Colorado and finally settled in Montrose. She most
recently lived at Willow Tree Care Facility in Delta, CO.

She joins her husband of 56 years who passed away in 2018 along with one son, Benny and
her mother, Lucy Lee and her father, Jose Perez. She is survived by one son, Lynn Jr and two
daughters, Bonnie and Lisa, as well as nine grandchildren, and eight great-grandchildren.
Marge was a member of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints in Montrose.

She volunteered many years in the church library, as well as donated her time and baking/
cooking talents to many service projects.

She worked for many years at Montrose Memorial Hospital and then enjoyed volunteering
there after she retired.
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STEVE MATHIS passed away peacefully in his home on September 25" 2025. Montrose just
lost one of its finest.

Born in Chicago; lllinois to Arlis A. Mathis and Mary Jean (Trowbridge) Mathis, Steve was
raised in Boone; lowa and attended Cornell College in Cedar Rapids. After serving two years
in the Army he returned to lowa, attended law school at Drake University in Des Moines,
and in 1975 moved to Montrose with his wife Cathy and opened a private law practice.

He and Cathy had two children; daughter Meggan and son Todd. They divorced in 1987.
He met his wife Mary at a Dalby Wendland Christmas party and married in 1988, welcoming
two more daughters, Sara and Staci.

Steve’s passion was flying and he had many airplanes over 45 years of being a pilot. In
2013, after finding his “perfect” plane in Stuggart Germany, and over Mary’s strident objec-
tions, he and friend Jim Pearsall traveled to Germany and flew the plane back to Montrose,
resulting in a bucket list adventure.

Steve was involved in amateur radio and Boy Scouts, becoming an Eagle Scout at age 16.
He was an active Rotarian for nearly 50 years, serving as President and working on many
committees and projects.

Steve is survived by his wife Mary, sister Barb (Jim) Gohman, and children Meggan Mathis,
Todd (Heidi) Mathis, Sara Thomas and Staci (Ray) Kurian.

Funeral arrangements are under the direction of Crippin Funeral Home.

INCAVIITTOTE
Fo covenage that never leaves

www.montrosemirror.com
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COMMUNITY OBITUARIES
AIDEN MCVAY

February 22, 2007-October 6, 2024

One year ago at 12:23 PM on October 6, 2024, just as Aiden had wished, Aiden
died in my arms, listening to my heartbeat.
Aiden fought until the very end.
Aiden was seventeen years old.
Aiden's death was an act of radical defiance against bigotry.
Aiden felt that no one loved them and no one ever truly listened. Aiden's death
was horrific, painful, and preventable. Aiden had more time but because no one
wanted to listen to a nonverbal child, the brightest of lights has burnt out.
Aiden was right when they told me, "You and me are like stars. No one notices us
until we're already dead."
So take notice now. Because something beautiful has to come out of this.
Because no one will ever see what Aiden truly was. Because this ugly world took
Aiden out in such an ugly way and I'm gonna be damned if there's not something
beautiful.
So find something beautiful. Be something beautiful, because Aiden can't.
So do as Aiden said, do as Aiden did, and "turn the ugly into something beautiful.”
If you would like to read more about Aiden and see their work and their philosophy
of “Turn the Ugly into Something Beautiful” visit
https://aidenmcvay.com
https://aidenmcvay.com

DARLENE CLAIR
September 14, 1947 — October 1, 2025

DARLENE CLAIR was born on September 14, 1947, in Alamosa, CO, at Alamosa Hospital to Howard and
Billie June Bradley. Darlene passed away on October 1, 2025. She was preceded in death by her par-
3, ents, Howard and Billie June Bradley, and son Richard Robert Clair. She is survived by her husband

{ \‘ﬁ.':-\_. Richard Clair, Daughter Angela (Robert) Morgan of Grand Junction, Brother David (Diana) Bradley of

" Pueblo, CO.

X She enjoyed her grandchildren, Rachael, Sarah, and Erin (Lori), and her 4 great grandchildren. Darlene

\
)
A\ worked as the Branch Service Manager for Vectra Bank for 20+ years and always had a smile for any-
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(ireate a Decorated Gorkbox
JANOUE DUBOIS WINERY
1- 3 30 pm, unday, October 12th.

[neludes FREE Wine Tour with Tastmg

What do you do with old corks?
Turn them into a work of art!

Use your Corkbox as a coaster, trivit,
table decoration, or floral collage
and hang it on the wall.

Shadowbox board and corks
provided. Or bring your own corks.
We'll have paint and glue. bling,
and seasonal florals as well.

Workshop wih Kate Burke
includes a glass of wine or soft
drink, and a colorful snack.

OFas]10]
o,

et F: $50'$55. No additional discounts except Wine Club due to materials cost.

:; . « : Register https://kathrynRburke.com/101225wine
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Poet Claire Blotter. Courtesy photo.

Special to Art & Sol

TELLURIDE-The Telluride Institute’s Talk-
ing Gourds Poetry Program is proud to
announce the winner of the 29th Annual

Fischer Prize for Poetry: Claire Blotter for
her poem, Water.

“A powerful performance piece, the po-
em moves like water in telling us about its
narrator,” noted Judge Art Goodtimes.
“Committing to one idea, and then sliding
out of that eddy into another ripple in
Blotter’s narrative flow of singing, danc-
ing, talking.”

Born in New Jersey, Claire holds a B.A. in
English Literature from U.C. Berkeley and

a Master’s degree in Creative Writing,
Women’s Studies and Speech Communi-
cation from San Francisco State Universi-

{ ty. She has published three chapbooks

and a full length collection, EXPAND-
ING.WATER.WAYS, which she has been
reading and performing along threatened
wetlands and waterways near her home
in Northern California.

She has received two Marin Arts Council
Artist Grants in Poetry, as well as grants
from the Marin Community Foundation,
the Flow Fund and the Nathan Cummings
Foundation. Blotter represented San Fran-
cisco in National Performance Slams in
Chicago, Boston and San Francisco. Her
award-winning video documentary —
Wake Up Call: Saving the Songbirds — has
been screened in 11 film festivals from
Mill Valley to Chicago. She teaches perfor-
mance poetry in Bay Area universities and
to elementary, middle and high-school
students as part of the California Poets in
the Schools Program. In 2018 she was a
finalist in the Fischer Prize contest.

Claire receives $1000 cash award.

Five Outstanding finalists will get $250
each, starting with Carlos Andrés Gomez
of Atlanta (Georgia) for “Pantoum after
Today’s Mass Shooting” which was first
published in the Nation. Andrés-Gémez
was a finalist last year with his poem
“Aperture” and in 2019 he won first place
in the Fischer contest. Dean Gessie of
Ontario (Canada) scored with “Deer (sic)
Poetry Contest Judges” and Kate Adams
of Mountain View (California) with “Triple

Page 88

Conjunction.” Ja’net Danielo of Long
Beach (California”) won with “Migration.”
In 2021 Danielo took first place for her
poem, “We Thank the Veteran for His
Service.” The final prize winner was Eliana
Lambros of Missoula (Montana) with
“Lightning Rod.”

Honorable Mentions this year go to Isa-
bel Shen of Oakland (California) with
“Copydaughter,” Jonathan X. Liu of Alber-
ta (Canada) with “Palimpsest with Missing
Name,” Julie Cummings of Conifer
(Colorado) with “While You Try to Float
(Sestina),” Leander P. E. Isler of Ruesch-
likon (Switzerland) with “An Incantation
of New Beginnings”(under consideration
for the Oxford Poetry Prize), Devreaux
Baker of Mendocino (California) with
“Blue Requiem,” Michelle Bitting of Mari-
na del Rey (California) with “The Clear-
ing,” Jill Manning of Playa del Rey
(California) with “Crossing Through De-
nali,” Jacob Sheetz-Willard of Leadville
(Colorado) with “Curriculum Vitae” (first
published in American Literary Review),
Mara Adamitz Scrupe of New Canton
(Virginia), Elaine Zimmerman of Hamden
(Connecticut) with “No Longer Missing,”
Allison Kujiraoka of Fukushima (Japan)
with “Natal One,” Susan Carew of Colora-
do Springs for “Bride of Dream Man,”
Donald Levering of Santa Fe NM 87507
with “A Fortune” and Eric Paul Shaffer of
Kailua (Hawaii) with “lllumination.”

This, the award’s 29t year, saw 465 en-
tries from 235 poets mostly from the U.S.
(New York to Hawaii) but including work

Continued next pg
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CLAIRE BLOTTER WINS FISCHER POETRY PRIZE From previous pg

work from English-speaking poets from around the world: Uruguay, Japan, France, Italy, England, Sweden, Switzerland, Australia,
India, Hong Kong, Singapore, United Arab Emirates, New Zealand and Canada. Preliminary judge this year was Ellen Metrick of Col-
orado and final judge was Talking Gourds Director Art Goodtimes of Colorado.

The Fischer Prize is awarded annually to poets from around the country (or around the world) writing in English. Past Fischer win-
ners include Anna Scotti, Michelle Bitting, Devreaux Baker and Ja’net Danielo of California, Rebecca Foust of Minnesota, Mary
Anne Crowe of New Mexico, Wendy Videlock, Kyle Harvey, Jill Burkey and Rosemerry Wahtola Trommer of Colorado, Jonathan
Greenhouse of New Jersey and Carlos Andrés Gomez then of New York.

“Our national poetry contests are the primary way poets can help us support the many poetry projects we do on Colorado’s West-
ern Slope,” noted Goodtimes. “Plus, there’s the bonus that one might also win a prize. We offer feedback on submissions, if de-
sired.”

We are especially indebted to the late Elaine Fischer, Sheldon Cantor and the Cantor Family for their support of these awards for
the past 29 years.

N ' Premier Sponsor: Lighthouse Eatery
\\‘()( 0 Montrose Farmers Market 970-964-7570
a7\ 970-249-0705
=Ml )7 Ray's Corner Cafe
IS S Horsefly Brewing 970-417-4340
O_,\--r‘lws\' 970-249-6889
Trattoria de Sofia
Jimmer's BBQ, 970-249-0433
Alpen Confections Burgers & Beer
970-648-0609 970-252-1227 Rib City
970-249-7427
Crash Burger Fiesta Guadalajara
970-249-0825 970-249-2460 Stone House
970-240-8899
Coffee Trader El Jimador
970-249-6295 970-249-8990 Sidelines Sports Bar
970-787-9021 970-765-0129
Busy Corner White Kitchen
Tacos & Beer 970-323-6215 Amelias Hacienda Restaurante
970-964-4448 970-249-1881
Delta: CB's Tavern
Tacos & Beer on Main 970-399-3570 Delta: Pour Ernie's

970-964-4999 970-546-0074

Pahgre's
970-249-6442
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MIRROR CHURCH DIRECTORY

ALL SAINTS ANGLICAN CHURCH

Address: 2057 S. Townsend, Montrose, CO
81401.

Office Hours: By appointment.

Contact Information: (970) 249-2451
https:// www.allsaintsmontrose.org/ Rec-
tor: The Rev Preston Gordon, pgor-
don@allsaintsmontrose.org

Worship Service Times: Sundays 9AM,

BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH
Independent Baptist
112Main St.

P.O. Box 262

CELEBRATION CHURCH

Denomination: Southern Baptist Church
(SBC — Southern Baptist Convention)
Address: 2900 Sunnyside Road, Mont-
rose, CO 81401

Office Hours: By appointment

Phone: (970) 497-4925

Email: celebrationmontrose@gmail.com

CHRIST’S CHURCH OF THE VALLEY

Name of Church: Christ’s Church of the
Valley

Denomination Affiliation: Non-
denominational Christian Church/Church
of Christ

Address: 10 Hillcrest Plaza Way. Mont-
rose, CO 81401

Office hours: Tuesday & Wednesday 9am-
noon and by appointment.

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
Denomination: Christ Lutheran Montrose
Affiliation: Lutheran Church Missouri Syn-
od

Address: 1980 N. Townsend Ave., Mont-
rose, CO 81401

Contact: 970-633-0226

COMMUNITY SPIRIT CHURCH

United Church of Christ (UCC)

Address: 504 N. 1st Street (HAP Building)
Office hours: Call or text for appointment
Phone: 970-765-7070

Email: spirit@communityspiritucc.org

COVENANT HEBRAIC FELLOWSHIP
Denomination affiliation. No affiliation
Address Office hours N/A

Contact: 720-951-9941,
office@ccfmontrose.net,
www.ccfmontrose.net

Sunday Worship. Wednesdays 11AM, Mid-

week prayer and communion, Wednes-
day, Noon, Multi-denominational Commu-
nity Prayer Hour.

All Saints Anglican Church is an Evangelical
Anglican Church committed to the minis-
try of Word, Sacrament, and Spirit. Our
music is a combination of traditional
hymns, contemporary, and modern songs.

Olathe, Co 81425

Tuesday-Friday Phone: 970-808-1021
www.biblebaptistchurcholathe.com
Pastor Gabe Skillo

Website: https://

celebrationmontrose.org/

Worship Service Times: 9am and 10:45am
Senior Pastor:

Pastor Brandon Mathis

Church Description/Mission: Celebration
Church makes disciples that make disci-
ples. Our core values include the Scrip-

Contact information:

Phone: 970-249-0530

Email: CCVMontroseCO10@gmail.com
Website: ccvmontrose.org

Name of current Senior Pastor: Ken Law-
rence

Worship service times: 10:30 a.m.
Mission: Christ’s Church of the Valley is a
loving and welcoming church whose pur-
pose is to help people to know and grow

Website: www.montroselutheran.org
Email: montroselutheran@gmail.com
Pastor: Tim Onnen

Worship: Sundays at 9 AM

Sunday School and Adult Bible Class at
10:15 AM; Women's Bible Study Fridays at
9 AM. At Christ Lutheran Montrose you will

Website: communityspiritucc.org

Current Pastor: Rev. Wendy Kidd

Worship service: Sundays at 11am
Mission: Our commitment to a more inclu-
sive and accepting world is steadfast, and
we will continue to work towards a future

Name of current Senior Pastor. Led by
elders

Worship service times. Noon on Satur-
days. Children’s Church will be offered as
needed.

Covenant is a Hebraic roots community

We invite kids preschool and up to join
our kids worship time during the 9am Sun-
day service. We would love to welcome
you here. Following the service, join us for
snacks and conversation. On the third Sun-
day of the month we celebrate a potluck
meal together.

Vision: We see Jesus Christ restoring
hope: in us and in our world.

Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Sunday 10:30 a.m.

Sunday 6 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study/Prayer 7 p.m.

ture, discipleship, community, service,
prayer, love, and unity.

Demographics: Multi-generational
Celebration Kids: (age birth to 5" grade)
programs offered both services.

Student (middle & high school) at 9am.
Adult -Discipleship classes 8am and
10:45am.

in our Lord Jesus Christ to the glory of
God.

Description: CCV is a multi-generational
church family. While we are currently pre-
dominately seniors, we are becoming
more multi-generational.

Sunday School & Childcare: CCV has
adult Sunday School at 9 a.m. and Youth
Church during the 10:30 a.m. worship
service.

find friendly people gathered in a welcom-
ing environment being comforted and en-
couraged by the forgiveness and love of
Jesus, and sharing that with one another.
We are a small congregation of seniors
and middle-aged, sprinkled with young
children and teenagers.

where everyone can live freely and au-
thentically.

Demographics: We are a small congrega-
tion of mostly adults and seniors, however,
we are always ready to welcome families
and children.

that studies the Torah as well as the rest of
Scripture. We learn about the Hebrew
roots of the language and believe that the
Lord's feasts are for today. We are pre-
dominantly made up of older folks, but
have some young blood, too.

Continued next pg
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FIRST CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
Denomination: Church of the Nazarene
Address: 705 South 12th Street

Office Hours: Tuesday - Thursday 9 am -
Noon and by Appointment

Contact Information: Office Phone 970
249 -9213, mncfirst@gmail.com,
www.montrosenazarenechurch.org

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
MONTROSE

Affiliation: Presbyterian

Address: 1840 E Niagara Rd. Montrose
CO. 81401 Office Hours: M-Thu 9AM -
12PM

HILLCREST CONGREGATIONAL UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST

Denomination affiliation: United Church
of Christ

Address: 611 South Hillcrest Drive, Mont-
rose, CO 81401

Office hours: By appointment

Contact information:

MONTROSE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Denomination Affiliation: United
Methodist

Address: 19 S. Park Avenue Montrose CO.
81401

Office Hours: M-Thu, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Contact Information: 970-249-3716,
office@montroseumc.org, mont-

ROSEMONT BAPTIST CHURCH

Affiliation: Southern Baptist

Address: 1598 E. Niagara Road, Montrose,
CO 81401

Office Hours: Tues-Thurs, 9am-4pm
Contact information:

Phone: 970.249.4887

website: www.RosemontBaptist.org
email: office@rosemontbaptist.org
Senior Pastor: Rolland Kenneson
Worship Service Times: Our engaging and
relevant Sunday Worship Service is at

SPIRITUAL AWARENESS CENTER
Denomination affiliation: Independent
Spiritual and Interfaith Community
Address: Services at Lions Park Communi-
ty Building, 602 N. Nevada, Montrose
Office hours: Tues-Fri, 9 am to 4 pm,
Home Office —970-252-0908

Contact information: Rev. Dr. Arlyn Mac-
donald,

970-252-0908, arlyn@spiritaware.org,
www.spiritaware.org

Name of current pastor: Rev. Dr. Arlyn

Pastor: Interim Pastor lan Hyde

Services Sunday: Worship 10:30

AM, Discipleship Hour: 9:30

AM. Discipleship Hour has classes across
all age groups. Nursery for children UN-
DER 3 is available during Worship.
Mission Statement: Montrose First
Church of the Nazarene exists to make

Contact: 970-249-4732, in-
form@fpcmontrose.com,
www.fpcmontrose.com

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Jesse G. Mabanglo
Worship Service times: 9:30AM,

We strive to encourage, challenge and

Phone number: (970) 249-9047

Email address: office@montroseucc.org
Website: montroseucc.org

Current Pastor: Rev. Wendy Kidd
Worship service times: Sunday, 10 a.m.
Hillcrest Congregational UCC is a welcom-
ing, open and affirming church, open to all
no matter who you are or where you are

roseumc.org
Current Senior Pastor: Rev. Kevin Young

Worship service times:

9:15 AM to 10:15 AM: Children's, Youth,
and Adult Sunday School; Christian Edu-
cation & Fellowship.

10:30 AM: Sanctuary & Virtual Worship
Montrose UMC is a leader in being fully

10:45 AM. We also have Bible Study for All
Ages Sunday mornings at 9:15 AM. We
provide a professionally-staffed nursery
throughout both.

Rosemont Baptist's desire is to passionate-
ly bring people face-to-face with the life-
changing power of Jesus Christ.

We are a multigenerational church from
different walks of life who love Jesus, love
each other, and love our community. Eve-
ryone comes dressed in whatever is com-
fortable. We love meeting new people no

Macdonald, Senior minister; Rev. Ruby
Salaz,

Assistant Minister. Spiritual Counseling
available.

Worship service times: In-person Sunday
Unity Service at 11 a.m., (Social Time be-
gins at 10 a.m.); Quiet Meditation at 10:30
a.m. Virtual Afternoon Service on Zoom at
2:00 p.m., 2 Sunday of each month; Chai
Chats, a Wednesday morning midweek
informal spiritual gathering at 10:30 a.m.
at Pun Hill Himalayan Restaurant, Mont-

Christlike disciples in Montrose Colorado
and around the world. Demographics: Our
church consists of older and younger peo-
ple. We have younger families with chil-
dren and young teens and older adults as
well. We also support the work of Calvary
Ranch Colorado and its addiction recovery
ministry.

support one another through spiritual
growth, worship, and service in our com-
munity, country, and world. We also en-
courage children and youth to grow their
relationship with Christ through our chil-
dren and student ministries.

on life's journey.

Church demographics: HCUCC welcomes
all ages to worship with

us. (predominately family, youth, seniors,
singles)

We offer inter-generational worship with
a children's "prayer-ground" and activity
packets. A cry room is also available.

inclusive, loving, and just servants of
Christ. Our church family welcomes people
from various cultural and faith back-
grounds: single, married, remarried, with
or without children, from diapers to den-
tures. Wherever you are on your spiritual
journey we invite you to come discover
hope, joy, peace, purpose.

matter what stage of life they are in.
Children's services: We have a fun Sunday
School for children from four years old
through youth. We provide Children's
Church during the Sunday Worship Ser-
vices where children four years old
through 9 years can learn to be worship-
pers of Jesus.

We provide a nursery for children under
four years old with paid staff providing
excellent care during Sunday Morning Bi-
ble Study and Worship Service.

rose; Everyone is welcome. The Spiritual
Awareness Center is an interfaith spiritual
community welcoming spiritual seekers
and people of all faiths, providing a safe
place to explore and nurture the individu-
al’s unique connection to the Divine
through Unity services, classes, family and
community projects. People of all ages are
welcome.

There are currently no Sunday School or
nursery services provided but craft sup-

plies are available for youth.
Continued next pg
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ST. STEPHEN'S ANGLICAN CHURCH
Denomination: Anglican-Reformed
Episcopal Church (REC)

Address: 2405 Sunnyside Road, Montrose
970-249-4868

Contact: ststephen smont-

VICTORY BAPTIST CHURCH

OF MONTROSE

Denomination Affiliation: Independent

Baptist

Address: 2890 N Townsend Ave., Mont-
rose, CO 81401

Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8am-12pm
Contact Information: Phone (970) 249-

Church Directory

Mirror Editorial Staff

MONTROSE-As a way of serving the faith
community in Montrose, the Montrose
Mirror is in the process of establishing a
Church Directory. If your congregation or
fellowship would like to be included in
the directory, please supply the following

rose@yahoo.com
www.ststephensmontrose.com

Rev. Dec. Garrett Agajanian

St. Stephen's is a community of caring
Christians rooted in the godly traditions of
the past, focused on the challenges of the

6874; email at info@vbcmontrose.org;
website: vbcmontrose.org

Current Pastor: Roland Kassales

Worship Service Times: Sunday School at
9:30am, Sunday AM Service at 10:30am,
Sunday PM Service at 6pm, Wednesday
Night Service at 6:30pm (all services in-
clude childcare)

information to the Montrose Mirror:
Name of church

Denomination affiliation

Address Office hours

Contact information (phone number,
email address, website)

Name of current Senior Pastor
Worship service times

ave @M
The Pl

THE

MON

present, hopeful for the future, continuing
in the Faith once delivered to the saints,
using the 1928 Book of Common Prayer.
Sunday: Holy Communion10 am.
Fellowship following service.

Children’s nursery available (unstaffed).

Victory Baptist Church exists to exalt God,
edify saints, and evangelize the lost.
Demographics: Victory Baptist serves eve-
ryone with age-appropriate classes,
groups, and activities. Families with chil-
dren make up the majority of VBC with
young adults, singles, middle-aged cou-
ples, and seniors comprising the rest.

Please give a one sentence description of
your church and its mission in the Mont-
rose community.

Brief description of your current church
demographics (predominately family,
youth, seniors, singles).

Do your church services include Sunday
School and childcare?

ROSEMIRROR

urce f

7 Informaix
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Tl

Begins
October 12th
10:30 a.m.
hrist’s Church

of the Valley

10 Hillcrest Plaza Way
rnerof Hillcrest and Main St.

the hook of Reyelation! il

“Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this
prophecy, and blessed are those who hear, and who keep
what is written in it, for the time is near.”-Rev. 1.3

The book of Revelation is probably the most mysterious and misunderstood
book of the bible. It is often neglected by Christians because they feel that
Revelation is just too difficult to read and understand.

Beginning October 12th, Christ’s Church of the Valley in Montrose will kick

off a study of the book of Revelation, to unearth the many nuggets of wisdom

contained in it and to gain an overview of what the book of Revelation is all
about, in a clear, easy to understand way.

We want to demystify Revelation and show people they can read it
and understand it.

You are invited to join us Sundays at 10:30 a.m.
Christ’s Church of the Valley - 10 Hillcrest Plaza Way
Corner of Hillcrest and Main St. in Montrose.
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A Seniors Real Estate SpeC|al|st® (SRES®) is
uniquely qualified to help you take the next step.

Trust a skilled professional to ease the anxiety of selling your home.

SRES® designees have unparalleled training and experience
in seniors real estate, including:

e Helping you manage the financial and emotional challenges of
selling a long-held family home

e Creating a customized plan to market and sell your property

e Understanding your unique needs and creating a customized
?Ian to ensure your home meets those needs now and in the

uture

e Utilizing specialized knowledge in reverse mortgages, 401(k)
accounts, and IRAs for your real estate transaction

e Connecting you with their vast network of movers, attorneys,
home inspectors, and other experts to help you through the

rocess
; 0

Hello, | am your SRES,
Peg Evanoika, SRES REALTOR

Yy

Century 21 Elevated Real Estate
www.the-res.com | (Q70) 209-3934
Email: realtor@pegevanoika.com

Senior Real Estate
Specialist

CENTURY 21

Elevated Real Estate
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DI Y Halloween Wreath

e -3 on i,
il . October 10

Senior

TWO Hoop
wreaths with
garlands.
Lots of fun

Get your “ '. Ns stuff to play

ghost on. with. Plus
cookies
and cider.
Perfect
grandparent $40 pp
gift for the family Instructor Kate Burke
R S . O HOLHB

H Rosc

‘,\ 1800 Pavilion Dr., Montrose, Colo. ARG
gc,g.gamggu https://kathrynrburke.com/product/101025mrd %

0+ Program
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525 ELIZABETH STREET,
DELTA, CO 81416

MLS # 820393 » s g 1

This beautifully updated 3-bed, 1.5-
bath home in Garnet Mesa is a must-
see! Nearly everything is new,
including the kitchen (cabinets &
appliances), bathrooms, doors, floors,
blinds, and fresh paint inside and out.
The smart layout features upstairs
laundry, and an enclosed front porch
ideal as a mudroom or summer
sleeping area. 3 BR
The home is move-in ready, clean, 1.5 bathrooms
and efficient, with windows replaced
15 years ago. Enjoy a fenced front CONTACT:LESLIE GORE
yard, detached garage with concrete
floor, low-maintenance gravel yard, W 19702753195 .
and HOA-provided irrigation water. & lesliegorerealtor@gmail.com
Close to schools, medical facilities, % https//tinyurl.com/LeslieGoreC21

and all that Delta offers.
B sl € cRenN
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CARTOON BY TIM JONES
by Tim Jones
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HARNESS THE
HEALING POWER
OF NATURE

Find out how with this
informative and entertaining
book that will change your
brain, your body, and your
+ N spirit.

Live better in
2025
Sick and tired of Click here to find Contact Author and
feeling sick and the hook on Speaker:
tired? The

answer is right

Amazon @ laurenhallruddell.com

tsid = agescapesnow@gmail.com

outside your

1/2 day retreats with

] ’

door! the author beginning
in May.

Emall for more info.



https://www.amazon.com/Renaturing-Guide-Living-Natural-Eudaimon/dp/0998461490
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7 Endless N

& Paint a Taste of Italy

_SEREERY

at Endless Pastabilities
, 6-8 pm, Thr. Oct 9* Light

o~

Mount ona

canal board
I enice

Craft Workshop

8" wooden house, paints, decals prowclecl

X Extra houses and LED | hts available
5. with Kate Burke. 154 Oxbow Dave, Montrose, $5 $4 / o, $80/ couple A 'E'.'!

- https://kathrynrburke.com/product/ 100925pasta ;
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COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS
MAGIC CIRCLE PLAYERS PRESENT ‘MATILDA THE MUSICAL’

The cast of Matilda gathers for a photo. Photo by Jonathan Heath.

By Jonathan Heath

MONTROSE-Even kids can be heroes. Bul-
lies are never truly “winners.”

That’s what we learn from Matilda the
Musical, a magical and memorable adap-
tation of Roald Dahl’s classic novel taking
the stage at Magic Circle Players, Nov. 7
through 29. Get ready for an energetic
and exciting evening of live theatre from a
cast of talented kids and adults, with
beautiful singing from the direction of
Bethany Ward, and dazzling choreography
by Rachelle Rediger and Shannon Rediger.
The story follows 9-year-old Matilda
Wormwood, a young girl with extraordi-
nary intelligence and vivid imagination
played by petite but powerful Brielle
Hatch. From the opening song, “Miracle,”
we see that her self-absorbed and even
cruel parents, Mr. and Mrs. Wormwood
(played by Chris Walsh and Lauren Sten-
gele) see her as anything but a miracle,
and view her love of reading books as sin-
ister and, well, just plain weird.

In a world full of cruel adults, none is
worse than the tyrannical headmistress,
Miss Trunchbull (played by Jason Kendall)
at the school Mr. Wormwood ships Matil-
da off to for being “naughty.” While this

headmistress rules her school through
constant threats of punishment in “the
Chokey,” Matilda finds encouragement
and support from her teacher, Miss Honey
(played by Shannon Rediger), and weaves
a spellbinding story about an escapologist
and his wife (played by Bryton Maclennan
and Rachel Blankmeyer) for the school
librarian, Mrs. Phelps (played by Hannah
Wieder) that turns out to have a deeper
meaning.

What young Matilda finds in herself is
more than intelligence and imagination
though. She finds an inner resilience, and
the power to stand up to even the biggest
bully. She also discovers a kindred spirit in
her best friend Lavender (played by Gaia
Bailey), and encourages her classmate
Bruce Bogtrotter (played by Luke Blank-
meyer) to fight back against the wrath of
“the Trunchbull.”

Matilda shows her classmates—played by
an outstanding ensemble of young ac-
tors—that even children can fight back
against injustice and cruelty. As she sings
in “Naughty,” “Nobody but me is going to
change my story.”

“It really has taken a village to bring Ma-
tilda to life,” said Director Bethany Ward.
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“From our incredible cast, to all of our
parents and people behind the scenes,
everyone has gotten involved and shared
their talents to make it all happen. We
have many families working together, on
and off stage. | couldn’t be more grateful.
This is what community theatre is all
about!”

The Montrose community has also really
come through as unsung heroes in this
production, with Home Depot and Build-
ers FirstSource donating over $1000 worth
of lumber that volunteers have trans-
formed into beautiful, hand-crafted set
pieces.

Matilda the Musical is truly a must-see
that will make you laugh, cry tears of joy,
and want to sing along with the kids!
Opening Friday, November 7 at 7:30 p.m.,
weekend performances will run through
November 29, with three Sunday
matinees at 2 p.m. Get your tickets now at
www.magiccircleplayers.com or by calling
the box office at 970-249-7828. A 20-
percent family discount is also available at
the box office.

Directed by Bethany Ward with creative
collaborators, Shannon Rediger, Rachelle
Rediger, and Wendy Bodwell.
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LESLIE CORE WITH CEN

VRTINS
.

FOR SALE

707 N 1ST STREET
MONTROSE, CO
MLS # 826425

No Fixer. No Fuss.
Just Downtown Magic.

Skip the projects—this move-in-ready
Montrose charmer has it all: brand-new
roof, stove, fridge, fresh floors, paint,
front door, and even new windows. The
cozy front porch (planter included!) and
raised beds are perfect for your
Pinterest garden dreams. Out back: a
fire pit, alley access, off-street parking,
and a garage with serious potential.
Host, chill, or soak—it's your space to
create. All just steps from parks, coffee
shops, brunch, and more. Why buy a
fixer when you can buy freedom?

$348,500
2 BR
1 bathrooms

CONTACT:LESLIE GORE 2]

W 19702753195
& lesliegorerealtor@gmail.com
https://tinyurl.com/LeslieGoreC2]



mailto:lesliegorerealtor@gmail.com

The Montrose Mirror Cctober 6,2025

TRIVIR NIGHT |

ssocsoBecccBesess

Altrusa is a Social Service
Organization that donates funds to
local non-profits

Please join us for our fifth Annual
Trivia Night at the Elks Club!

Date: Saturday, November 1** at 5pm.

Registration: $30 per person (up to 8
people per team)
*Includes unlimited access to appetizer &

dessert bars and non-alcoholic drinks.
*Elks Cash Bar will also be available
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LTRUSA l Leading to a Better Communi: ry'E

International Montrose, CO

5™ Annual Trivia Night

Gather your dream team (rt;g to 8 players) and get ready for a lively nfi’ght of trivia, laughs, and a
! les a r

little friendly competition re limited, so snag your spot soon. Prizes are up for grabs—and
best of all, every question answered helps support the incredible community projects of Altrusa
International of Montrose.

DATE: Saturday, November 1, 2025
TIME: 5:00 - 9:00 PM
LOCATION: Montrose Elks Lodge - 801 S Hillcrest Dr, Montrose, CO 81401

COST: $30 per person, due at registration. This includes unlimited access to appetizer and
dessert bars, and non-alcoholic beverages! (*Elks Cash Bar will also be open)

TEAM NAME:

Main Team Contact Phone Number: Email:

Players Names:

PNOOB®N

Please Complete one form per team.
We kindly ask that you are seated before our start time of 5:00 pm!
N ide Food or Drink will be all !
Questions? Please contact Gail at 970-275-0751 or Ginny at 970-964-4379

Please make checks out to Altrusa International of Montrose and mail along with the completed
application to:
Altrusa of Montrose

PO Box 932
Montrose, CO 81402

Or call one of the contacts above and we can meet to obtain registration form and check.
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COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS

BEDROCK TO BE FOCUS AT WEST END STORIES & POEMS OCT 9 AT 6 PM

Special to Art & Sol

NATURITA- Leslie Ament of Naturita and Art Goodtimes of Wrights Mesa will be shar-
ing stories of Bedrock at the West End and inviting locals to bring their stories of that
small Paradox Valley community Thursday Oct. 9" at6 pm.

“Bedrock has a long history,” noted Goodtimes. “I've only been around for 40 or so
years, but Leslie grew up here. But more than our stories, we’re hoping locals will
come and share their unique memories of Bedrock.”

Attendees are encouraged to bring stories or poems as we do a passing of the gourd
and give everyone a chance to speak. West End Stories & Poems happens on the sec-
ond Thursday of each month.

West End Stories & Poems is free and open to all ages, thanks to the generosity of the

Pahgre's
970-249-6442

# ] e )
TR Y T

Rib City
970-249-7427

library, a Town of Telluride CCAASE grant,
private donors and Talking Gourds’ Fischer
and Cantor poetry contests.

For more information on poetry contests
and Talking Gourds programes, visit the

Alpen Confections . = website www.tellurideinstitute.org/talking
970-648-0609 b = g)% -gourds. For questions about the event,

Fiesta Guadalajara Stone House
970-249-2460 970-240-8899

text 970-729-0220 or email Goodtimes at
art@tellurideinstitute.org

Jimmer’s Steak & BBQ
970-252-1227

UNCOMPAHGRE POW-WOW -MONTROSE

Special to Art & Sol
MONTROSE--Montrose County Event Cen-
ter | Oct. 18, 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Join the Ute Indian Museum for the sec-
ond annual Uncompahgre Pow-Wow. Visi-
tors can enter a ceremonial dance contest
and enjoy local food and even win prizes
for their participation. More details about
contest categories and how to be a ven-
dor can be found here.

Beer Barn Il . .
970-249-5550 P W and smell the -coffee NEWS!

Thve Mersor 1 the cgionpd beacde whes 1) Conves o usiness,

resh tevs and Saatiss eledies Read the latesttody .
www.montrosemirror.com



http://www.tellurideinstitute.org/talking-gourds
http://www.tellurideinstitute.org/talking-gourds
mailto:art@tellurideinstitute.org
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.ZGCK7hkvgtsJd7EOAOIwlAZyUojWrVlEIkr6psESVatH6qwuPsYhorHM5-2FIO2XPbVfLyE0aS9qmTkNPSfa-2BMcg-3D-3DXLzr_pIbxPfpDI69aAybPrpOfg9WSkAmXyYYH258xH8Em9CVIBZpT6bBjQDlAdRb-2Bo-2Fzz1pQUenq6yLT15DTIM9T0Q9mH8d9SnHN
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.ZGCK7hkvgtsJd7EOAOIwlAZyUojWrVlEIkr6psESVatH6qwuPsYhorHM5-2FIO2XPbVfLyE0aS9qmTkNPSfa-2BMcg-3D-3DXLzr_pIbxPfpDI69aAybPrpOfg9WSkAmXyYYH258xH8Em9CVIBZpT6bBjQDlAdRb-2Bo-2Fzz1pQUenq6yLT15DTIM9T0Q9mH8d9SnHN
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.ZGCK7hkvgtsJd7EOAOIwlDx-2BLNNO9LO8iPXIvZ1tlnC7V0yf7RSIvF0ktAsZSYSaGg0FH5GYzhKVm7vmKyeZG-2BnolKl-2BMU9H265w8-2FchbpVFizLZhjrpWFPGPYHj9GeEV4XBdnUhHyw4MIoLkmoc-2BA-3D-3DGEyk_pIbxPfpDI69aAybPrpOfg9WSkAmXy
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Montrose Woman’s Club
Annual Fall/Holiday Bazaar
Friendship Hall, Fairgrounds

October 17 & 18, 2025
9 am - 4 pm both days

Packed with something for the whole family

“g: —moms, dads, kids, pets, grandparents—
@™ plusholiday gitsfor everyone on your st

Longest-running Arts & Crafts show in Montrose.

Fundraiser. Run by volunteers.
ALL table rental proceeds go to local charities.

https://www.facebook.com/Montrose.Womans.Club


https://www.facebook.com/Montrose.Womans.Club
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Brought to you by the Professionals at RE/MAX Alpine View

Dee Holman............. 970-209-0032 Gary Cooper............. 970-209-7710 RE/MAY
David Kienholz......... 970-209-1430 Aaron Tobler............. 970-275-0780

Chris Cooper............ 970-270-3284 Steve Zahnhiser........ 970-765-1719 ’f\
Justin Covington......970-275-4189 Britany Butler........... 970-209-4388 4

Nicole Goza............. 970-209-2548 Vicki Jones............... 970-209-3018 Ab)
Mark Covington........ 970-209-1956 Office........cccevvvrennnnn. 970-249-6658

1563 Ogden Rd Montrose, CO 81401 R E/M A X

Trust Success! We do Real Estate RIGHT!  ALPINE VIEW

SAVE THE DATE! LOCAL EVENTS CALENDAR

ONGOING-

BLACK CANYON AUDUBON SOCIETY provides a monthly program on the 2nd Thursday of the month at 7 pm at the Montrose Field House,
25 Colorado Avenue, Montrose. blackcanyonaudubon.org

COLUMBINE QUILTERS meet at Welcome Home Alliance Warrior Resource Center, 4 Hillcrest Plaza Way Montrose. 1st Saturday except for
July at 9 am.

FRIENDSHIP QUILTERS meets at the Montrose County Events Center, 4th Thursday Jan - Oct, 3rd Thursday Nov - Dec, 9am.

HEALING COLLECTIVE OF WESTERN COLORADO-Every 1st and 3rd Tuesday of the month from 12-1pm the Healing Collective of Western Col-
orado meets at 220 N Stough Ave. It is open to all wellness providers in the area who would like to collaborate with and learn from other
local practitioners.

MONTROSE FARMERS MARKET (970) 249 0705 Centennial Plaza, 433 S. 1st St. Montrose, CO 81401 www.valleyfoodpartnership.org. Year-
Round Farmers Market, Saturdays 9am-1pm (Summer), every other Saturday 10am-1pm (Winter). Accepts SNAP and Double Up Food Bucks.
MONTROSE ALTRUSA-1st Tuesday of the month Program meeting; 2nd Tuesday of the month committee meeting; 3rd Tuesday of the month
Business meeting. Meetings are held at the Field House on the corner of Colorado Avenue and Rio Grande Avenue at Noon.

FREE THINKERS meet 1st Sunday of the month for information call 970 417-4183

BOSOM BUDDIES BREAST CANCER SUPPORT GROUP, Wednesdays noon-12:45, 645 S. 5th Street

MONTROSE HISTORICAL SOCIETY meets 1st Wednesday of the month @ Montrose Events Center, 1036 No 7th Street 7 pm (970) 249-2085
www.montrosehistory.org

MONTROSE AREA WOODTURNERS Montrose Area Woodturners meet second Saturdays 9 am. Chapter of the American Association of
Woodturners. For location and information contact: Al Head 970-209-0981 or aheadaviation@outlook.com

NURSE FAMILY PARTNERSHIP-Breastfeeding Support Group on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of every month. An infant scale will also be availa-
ble to check your baby's weight. Breastfeeding Support Group (Bring your questions and your family!) Montrose County Event Center (1036
North 7th Street Room 3) 10am - 12pm. Questions? Please call 970-252-5015.

BINGO EVERY FRIDAY, SATURDAY, SUNDAY at 7pm at the American Legion Post 24 Olathe doors open at 5:30. Sunday Bingo will start at
1:30pm. More info call Tom 970 260 8298.

MONTHLY

Oct. 7-Tuesday Oct. 7 at5 Citizens' Climate Lobby meets at Hispanic Affairs 504 N 1st Support for local mitigation of pollution. Non-partisan.
All Welcome.info at 970-765-9095.

Oct. 9-On Thursday, Oct. 9, 7 pm - Floral Visitors, the Good, the Bad, and the Ugly - hear more about how plants attract pollinators. There
can be drama in the natural world involving pollen thieves, nectar robbers and other stranger things. Local ecologist, Dr Allison Brody will
enlighten us on some of these fascinating interactions between plants and animals. Montrose Field House Summit Room B (25 Colorado
Avenue). For more info visit: www.blackcanyonaudubon.org/

Oct. 11-33rd Annual Bosom Buddies Walk/Run fundraiser, To register for the 33rd Annual Walk/Run on Oct. 11 and for more information on
the services offered by Bosom Buddies, visit their website at www.BosomBuddiesSWC.org.

Oct. 11-Beauty & The Beast Tea Party, which will be held on Oct. 11 at the Montrose Event Center. The event will feature horse & carriage
rides and vendor booths opening at 1 PM. The tea party itself will take place from 2 PM to 4 PM. Guests will enjoy a high tea buffet, door
prizes, games, and a photobooth to capture memories with friends. Tickets for this magical Hunger Awareness Fundraiser are $50 each.

Oct. 13-The Northern San Juan Great Old Broads for Wilderness invites you to meet our national executive director, Reba Elliott, via Zoom at
the Ridgway library Monday Oct 13 from 1-3pm. Following the talk, we will honor National Indigenous People's Day with a nature journaling
activity and share. All are welcome! Bring paper/ journal and colored pencils. Email northernsanjuan@greatoldbroads.org with any ques-
tions.

Oct. 15-Have you ever wondered about the Three Sisters crops at Mesa Verde and how they connect to Ute Origin Stories? Come and hear
Kellie Carroll the Education Coordinator at the Ute Indian Museum tell us. Oct. 15 at 7pm at the United Methodist Church, 19 S Park Avenue,
Montrose. Chipeta Archaeological Society. Free.

Oct. 18-Montrose County Event Center | Oct. 18, 11 a.m.- 8 p.m.

Join the Ute Indian Museum for the second annual Uncompahgre Pow-Wow. Visitors can enter a ceremonial dance contest and enjoy local
food and even win prizes for their participation. More details about contest categories and how to be a vendor can be found here.

Nov. 7-Miss Suzy’s Educational Services Disco & Auction. 6-9pm Montrose Elks Lodge. Tickets can be purchased through Miss Su-
zy’s or at the door. $20 adults-$10 Teens-S5 children. Fall Crafts-70’s Attire Contest-Dance Contest-Photo Booth. Call (970) 318-
0982.

Nov. 13-14-First Annual Farm & Ranch Trade Show and 2025 West Slope Water Summit, Montrose County Event Center.
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WHEN THE COWS COME HOME

——

Time to roundup and bring the cattle down from the Cimarrons. Photo by CB Williams.
'-L . . 1‘
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Recommendations for Residential

Download your FREE copy Xeriscape for Montrose, Colorado
or BeyOnd Roék tod ay! &y Gy Price. Srtied Calorada Manter Gardener! Srald Mereage Asvatant

This Xeriscape Guide is made
jusi for Montrose, put together
by Ginny Price, Retired
Colorado Masler Gardener/ T

Small Acreage Assislanit. - .
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