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ALLISON NADEL RECUPERATING FROM BRAIN SURGERY 

Courtesy of Montrose Altrusa 

MONTROSE-On Sept. 10, 2024, Allison Nadel underwent major 
brain surgery to remove a 4 cm tumor located at the base of 
her brain.  Following the 11-hour surgery, she spent three 
weeks recovering at St. Mary’s Hospital in Grand Junc-
tion.  Allison has been recuperating at home since Oct. 8, 
getting stronger, healing well and seeing good progress in her 
vision, balance, and coordination.   
 While she currently walks out in public with her walker, she 
navigates around the house on her own, growing in independ-
ence.  Allison has weekly therapy appointments and challenges 
herself with workouts at the pool, working on puzzles and cro-
cheting. She still has a lot of healing to experience and we’d 
like to provide support and encouragement through this pro-
cess. The recovery may seem slow to her, but she’s a fighter 
and we continue to see tremendous progress!  To follow her 
healing journey, search for “Allison Nadel” on Caring-
Bridge.com. To make a financial donation to assist in her ongo-
ing recovery and medical expenses, please join us at the fund-
raiser on June 28. You can also make a donation to her benefit 
account at Alpine Bank or on her Caring 
Bridge site. 

‘When we’re asleep, they’re working’ 
CITIZEN PRAISES MCSO AND JAIL STAFF; BOCC  

APPROVES TITLE I FUNDS DISTRIBUTION AT REGULAR MEETING 

By Caitlin Switzer 
MONTROSE-The Montrose Board of County 
Commissioners (BOCC) gathered for a regular 
meeting on Wednesday, June 4. BOCC Chair 
Scott Mijares called the session to order. All 
commissioners were present.  
 Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Pastor Karl 
Leuthauser of Grace Community Church deliv-
ered the Invocation, referencing Romans 15:13. 
“Father, I thank you, I thank you for these lead-
ers. I thank you for their heart to serve this com-
munity...may the God of joy fill you with all joy 
as you trust in him, so that you may overflow 
with hope and the power of the holy spirit...let 
us do our work with great joy...” 

 Mijares thanked Pastor 
Leuthauser for organizing the 

In other business, the BOCC continued proposed Amend-
ments to Zoning regulations related to Power Generation 
Facilities until Aug. 6, and agreed to separate consideration 
of Power Generation Facilities from consideration of Mas-
sage Therapy Businesses and Natural Medicine Businesses.  Continued pg 6 

Above, Allison Nadel with her mother, Linda Nadel. Courtesy photo. 
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UPDATED GUIDELINES FOR LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Dear Readers: 
We appreciate your letters! We like reading 
and hearing opinions from all perspectives. We 
are sharing herewith our updated guidelines: 
In the past we have had one rule, to be imple-
mented at the editor’s discretion. We are now 
including two more suggested “Rules” for 
letter writers. 
RULE 1. The Dead Horse Rule has been in place 
from the start of the Mirror. This is somewhat 
self-explanatory, but there are times when 
something has been said so many times it can 
run afoul of the “Dead Horse Rule,” in which 
case we will inform the writer. 
RULE 2. While there are always exceptions, a 
letter can often say what needs to be said in 
one page or less. Our pages are 8.5 X 11, we 
use a 10 pt Calibri font; letters that are roughly 
800 words fit well within this suggested guide-
line. 
RULE 3. Please limit repetitive mud-slinging to 
avoid bumping up against Rule 1.  Also, in the 
case of those writing to intentionally discredit 
a public official or candidate for public office, 
please provide a link to the source of your alle-
gation if possible. Unsourced, unproven allega-
tions are not credible, and could in fact be un-
truths. 
 Finally, opinions expressed in letters and com-
mentary are those of the authors themselves, 
and do not reflect the views of the Montrose 
Mirror or editorial staff. 
Thank you, 
Caitlin Switzer,  
Montrose Mirror Editor 
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COMMUNITY  

NEWS BRIEFS 

Special to the Mirror 
MONTROSE-The Youth 
Summer Golf Camp is 
the perfect opportuni-
ty for new players to 
learn the fundamen-
tals of golf! The camp 
includes: 
-The basics of the golf swing 

-On-course etiquette and rules 

-Sportsmanship and teamwork 

-Sessions at all local courses 

-Practice rounds at Black Canyon Golf Course 

-Snacks and drinks 
-A spot in the Jack Pixler Tournament 
-Free weekly play at participating courses 

Registration for the camp is $90 per youth. Camp times 
and age groups vary.  
For more details and to register, visit the Montrose 
Junior Golf Alliance website.  

YOUTH SUMMER GOLF CAMP 
SET TO START JUNE 25 

https://sites.google.com/blackcanyongolf.com/mjga/home
https://sites.google.com/blackcanyongolf.com/mjga/home
http://www.montroselibrary.org/
https://www.cityofmontrose.org/civicalerts.aspx?AID=2147
https://www.cityofmontrose.org/civicalerts.aspx?AID=2147
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 

WHISPER IN THE ALLEYS: A HAUNTED HISTORY TOUR FOR ADULTS FRIDAY 13TH OF JUNE 

Special to the Mirror 
MONTROSE-This exclusive after-hours event is 
designed for adult thrill seekers ready to explore 
what lurks in the darkened alleys of downtown 
Montrose. Join the local museum’s ghost expert 
for an evening of eerie tales woven with rich histo-
ry, as you uncover the secrets hiding in the shad-
ows. The tour winds through historic streets and 
makes special stops at unique buildings steeped in 
legend and lore. At each stop, you will have time 
to soak in the chilling ambiance—and enjoy a se-
lection of libations that will warm your spir-
its.  Spaces for this special crawl are limited.  Tick-
ets cost $25.00 per person.  RSVP by calling 970-

249-2085 or emailing in-
fo@montrosehistory.org  (the ticket price includes 
appetizers and the guided tour with the local his-
torian; drinks are not included.)  The tour begins at 
the Montrose Historical Museum at 6:00 pm on 
Friday June 13. 

javascript:parent.OpenNewWindow('/Mondo/lang/sys/Forms/MAI/compose.aspx?MsgTo=info%40montrosehistory.org&MsgSubject=&MsgCc=&MsgBcc=&MsgBody=',600,500)
javascript:parent.OpenNewWindow('/Mondo/lang/sys/Forms/MAI/compose.aspx?MsgTo=info%40montrosehistory.org&MsgSubject=&MsgCc=&MsgBcc=&MsgBody=',600,500)
http://www.montrosehealth.com/
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recent Day of Prayer for public officials. 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 

Jim Anderson spoke. “...As you know, 
Montrose County and the residents here 
fully support our Montrose County Sher-
iff’s Office...they certainly deserve our 
respect, our support, and our love...” 

 Anderson also thanked Sheriff Gene 
Lillard for arranging for him to take a tour 
of the jail. “I found the most incredible 
group of officers you would ever want to 
meet,” he said. “...Our jail staff is the most 
professional jail staff that I’ve ever seen, 
what they have to know and what they 
have to regulate, and what they have to 
do on a day-to-day basis--it’s a very dan-
gerous world in there...I would like to 
thank Sheriff Lillard and the staff, and I 
would like the public to know and the 
press to know what a wonderful Sheriff’s 
office we have...I’d also like to thank the 
staff, and in particularly our county com-
missioners who fully support our Mont-
rose County Sheriff’s Department, Sheriff 
Gene Lillard and the fine, fine work they 
do.  
 “When we’re asleep, they’re working. 
Thank you very much.” 

INTERIM COUNTY MANAGER 

Interim County Manager Leslie Quon had 
no changes to the meeting agenda. 
CONSENT AGENDA 

Commissioners voted unanimously to 
approve Consent Agenda items, with Res-
olution 29-2025 assigned to Item 6. 
GENERAL BUSINESS & ADMINISTRATIVE 
ITEMS 

The first two items were approved unani-
mously, as presented by Vendla Stockdale 
of Montrose Regional Airport: 
- Consideration and possible action on the 
Land Lease Agreement for New Hangar 
Build at 1770 Airport Road, with Warren 
Investments, LLC; as reviewed by Counsel; 
and  
- Consideration and possible action on the 
Land Lease Agreement for New Hangar 
Build at 1790 Airport Road, with Warren 
Investments, LLC; as reviewed by Counsel. 
 Commissioners also voted to approve the 
Chair's signature on an agreement with 
Summit Water Engineers, Inc. to provide 
expert technical advice regarding water 

rights of Montrose County in four pending 
water court cases.  The contract provides 
for a fee of $200 per hour, not to exceed 
$8,500 without additional written approv-
al of the Board. 
 Commissioners approved the Chair's sig-
nature on an agreement and conflict waiv-
er with the Dufford Waldeck law firm to 
provide legal services regarding the water 
rights of Montrose County in four pending 
water court cases.  The contract provides 
for a fee of $380 per hour, not to exceed 
$15,200 without additional written ap-
proval of the Board. 
 Item 5 generated some discussion; 
“Consideration and possible authorization 
of the Chair's signature on Resolution 30-

2025 concerning distribution of Title I 
funds received under the Secure Rural 
Schools and Community Self Determina-
tion Act of 2000 and Colorado Revised 
Statutes 30-29-101 et seq.” The County 
will pass $99,423.67 on to the four school 
districts operating within Montrose Coun-
ty. 
 BOCC Chair Scott Mijares said that the 
County has financial needs as well; Com-
missioner Sue Hansen said that she was 
not interested in making changes to the 
distribution of Title I funds. “I think we 
ought to stick with what we’ve done in 
the past.” 

 BOCC Vice Chair Sean Pond asked about 
the West End schools. 
 Finance Director Cindy Dunlap said that 
the funds are distributed among the four 
local school districts serving Montrose 
County, including the West End, Nor-
wood, Delta, and Montrose County RE-1J. 
The RE-1J schools receive the lion’s share 
of the distribution, at $92,001.69, Dunlap 
said. 
 Commissioners voted two to one to ap-
prove Resolution 30-2025, with Mijares 
opposed. 
 The BOCC unanimously approved the 
2025 Gravel Crushing Services contract to 
Steincrusher, LLC of Delta having sub-
mitted the lowest responsible, responsive 
bid in the amount of $859,250. This is 
$279,250 more than the 2025 budget 
amount of $580,000; funds transferred 
from another project will cover the addi-

tional cost. Upon approval, a purchase 
order will be issued to Steincrusher, LLC. 
 Also unanimously approved was the 
Chair's signature on a Cooperative Law 
Enforcement Agreement between Mont-
rose County and the USDA, Forest Service 
Grand Mesa, Uncompahgre and Gunnison 
National Forests, which compensates the 
Sheriff's Office for assistance with law 
enforcement on public lands. 
Commissioners then left regular session, 
to reconvene as the Montrose County 
Board of Adjustment. 
MONTROSE COUNTY BOARD OF ADJUST-
MENT 

Upon consideration of a request for vari-
ance for a set-back of 6 feet where 10 feet 
is required, for Applicant Christopher Kor 
at Parcel 376515101003, the Board of 
Adjustment voted unanimously to deny 
the variance. 
PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT GENERAL 
BUSINESS 

The first P&D item was consideration and 
possible approval of the Ranger Ran-
chettes Special Use Permit [SU24-005] 
based on the findings of fact and subject 
to the conditions of approval listed in the 
staff report. The item had been continued 
from the special meeting of Wednesday, 
May 28. After some discussion, Commis-
sioners voted to re-open the public hear-
ing and to allow additional written and in-

person public comment, and to continue 
the matter to the BOCC meeting of June 
18. Written comment may be submitted 
to County Planning and Development Di-
rector Tallmadge Richmond. 
The second planning and development 
item was the proposed Amendment to 
the Montrose County Zoning Regulations 
related to Power Generation Facilities, 
Massage Therapy Businesses, and Natural 
Medicine Businesses.  
 The BOCC took comment from the public. 
Among those who spoke were Don Co-
ram; Janet Chapman; Ryan Sedgley; Jen-
nifer Jones; Thomas McCloskey; and Jim 
Heneghan. 
 BOCC Chair Scott Mijares expressed con-
cerns about the impacts of solar energy 
plants, and a desire to hear opposing 
viewpoints. He said that he would support 

https://granicus_production_attachments.s3.amazonaws.com/montrosecounty/9876a049f7e9f048f4e25df11ea5116c0.html
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3377219/Land_Lease_1770_Airport_Road_client_signed.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3377220/Airport_Lease_Area_1.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3377248/Land_Lease_1790_Airport_Road_client_signed.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3377220/Airport_Lease_Area_1.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3374594/Summit_Services_Agreement_Montrose_County_FINAL_-_partially_signed.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3376787/2025.05.28_LSA-_Montrose_County.1.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3376788/2025.05.28___Conflict_Waiver_Letter.1.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3376788/2025.05.28___Conflict_Waiver_Letter.1.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3377352/2025_-_National_Forest_Rural_Schools_Funding_Resolution.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3377352/2025_-_National_Forest_Rural_Schools_Funding_Resolution.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3369298/Contract_-_2025_Gravel_Crushing-Steincrusher.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3369297/Bid_Tab_BOCC-_2025_Gravel_Crushing.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3369297/Bid_Tab_BOCC-_2025_Gravel_Crushing.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3371902/KorZoningVariance_Narrative.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3371901/KorZoningVariance_GIS.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3371901/KorZoningVariance_GIS.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3377427/RANGER_RANCHETTES_SPECIAL_USE_APPLICATION_NARRATIVE.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3377427/RANGER_RANCHETTES_SPECIAL_USE_APPLICATION_NARRATIVE.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3377925/Ranger_Ranchettes_Special_Use_for_BOCC_6-4.pdf
https://granicus_production_attachments.s3.amazonaws.com/montrosecounty/c1135dd1c25eb6d491c464a9c5c6fe160.html
https://www.montrosecounty.net/143/Planning-Development
https://www.montrosecounty.net/143/Planning-Development
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3372553/Zoning_Regulations_update_for_BOCC_staff_report__Solar__6-4-25.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3372553/Zoning_Regulations_update_for_BOCC_staff_report__Solar__6-4-25.pdf
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BOCC APPROVES TITLE I FUNDS DISTRIBUTION From previous pg  

continuing the moratorium, while Commissioner Sue Hansen expressed a readiness to move forward and lift the moratorium 

 Commissioner Sean Pond said that he is an advocate of solar energy, but also of taking the time needed to ensure the decision is 
the right one. 
 With Hansen voting to deny, the vote was two-to-one in favor of continuing the matter until Aug. 6. All three agreed to separate 
consideration of Power Generation Facilities from consideration of Massage Therapy Businesses and Natural Medicine Businesses.  
 Following a five-minute recess, commissioners voted to approve the four remaining Planning and Development items: 
- The Heller Subdivision Preliminary Plan [MA25-003] proposal to divide 10.66 acres into two lots at Parcel 376534400015; 
- Trout Creek IV Resubdivision Preliminary Plan [MA25-004] proposal to divide a six-acre Lot into three lots at Parcel 
399326107002; and 

- The Ash Warehouse Minor Subdivision [MI25-005] proposal to divide 42.590 acres into two Lots at Parcel 349528200013, 2520 N. 
River Road, and  
- The Cimarron Vista Subdivision Request for Extension [EXT24-006] proposal to extend the time period of a Minor Subdivision ap-
plication. 
 With no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 

mailto:KThompson@hopewestco.org
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3372481/Preliminary_Plan_Heller_Subdivision_for_BOCC.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3372543/Trout_Creek_IV_Resubdivision_Preliminary_Plan_for_BOCC.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3372537/Cimarron_Vista_Subdivision_Request_for_Extension_BOCC_6-4-25.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3372044/Cimarron_Vista_Subdivision_Request_for_Extension_letter.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3372044/Cimarron_Vista_Subdivision_Request_for_Extension_letter.pdf
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Special to the Mirror 
DENVER -- The Colorado Department of 
Education today announced that 635 sum-
mer meal sites are open statewide to pro-
vide meals free of charge to all youth ages 
18 and younger. Parents, families, and 
community members can visit 
www.kidsfoodfinder.org to find a nearby 
meal site.  
 The Summer Meals Program is funded by 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture and 
administered by the Colorado Department 
of Education’s School Nutrition Unit in 
partnership with community-based pro-
gram sponsors. Last year, program spon-
sors provided more than 1.9 million meals 
to Colorado youth.  
 “Many Colorado children rely on their 
schools for access to food, and our Sum-
mer Meals Program provides a critical 
resource for children and families during 
the summer months. We are grateful to 
our 83 community partners for stepping 
up to serve them,  said Colorado Educa-
tion Commissioner Susana Córdova 

 Meals are provided free of charge to any 
youth aged 18 and younger; no registra-
tion, identification, or proof of income or 
enrollment is required to access summer 
meals.  
 CDE is working with 82 community organ-
izations that have applied to operate 635 
meal sites across the state. In rural areas, 
some sites allow children to take meals 
home and others are even offering home 
delivery options to reach more children. 
 Any school, nonprofit, government agen-
cy, camp, university, or community- or 
faith-based organization can serve as a 
summer meals provider, and it’s not too 
late to get involved. New meal sites are 

welcome to join the program by partner-
ing with an existing provider anytime 
throughout the summer. All meals served 
meet USDA nutrition guidelines. 

 Finding a meal site is easy—just visit 
www.kidsfoodfinder.org.  Summer meals 
are free, healthy, and available to all kids 
and teens. No sign-up. No ID. Just food. 
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FREE SUMMER MEALS AVAILABLE FOR ALL COLORADO YOUTH AGES 18 AND YOUNGER 

COLORADO NEWS BRIEFS 

https://state.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bee6c43ae6102530cf98cadf9&id=bb25c6d103&e=3fd1c8e36a
https://state.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bee6c43ae6102530cf98cadf9&id=021ac47f76&e=3fd1c8e36a
https://state.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bee6c43ae6102530cf98cadf9&id=021ac47f76&e=3fd1c8e36a
http://www.integrateddermatologyofmontrose.com/
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WE THE PEOPLE DON’T WANT TO USE OUR CITY  
FUNDS (SALES TAX FUNDS INCLUDED) FOR ILLEGAL ACTIVITIES  
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS 

To the City of Montrose: 
Thank you, Mayor Frank, for your time 
last week explaining to me that you have 
stated that Montrose is a non-sanctuary 
city. I still have a problem with your state-
ment. A verbal statement can be rescind-
ed at any time by anybody. As Dr. Gayle 
Frazzetta stated at the last city council 
meeting 5/20/25 “until Montrose declares 
that it is a non-sanctuary city in writing it 
is not binding”. I am asking the council to 
declare or proclaim or produce something 
in writing stating exactly what you stated 
at the end of the last city council meeting, 
that Montrose is a non-sanctuary city. You 
have said that a written statement is non-

binding, well, I feel that a verbal state-
ment as made by you is more non-

binding. If the council were to declare or 
proclaim Montrose to be a non-sanctuary 
city in writing signed by the mayor and 
council members it would become obvi-
ous to all that Montrose is non-sanctuary. 
This would also be a notification to the 
local NGOs that receive city funds that 
they are not to be used for illegals. Notice, 
I am still referring to those that have en-
tered our country illegally and are living in 
our midst as illegals. A person who has 
entered our country by legal means and 
plans on making America their country, 
making Colorado their home state, and 
making Montrose County and city their 
permanent home are immigrants (legal 
immigrants, if you prefer). The legal immi-
grant has done everything required to 

become an American citizen. A true immi-
grant wants to become part of the com-
munity, not a sponge looking for a 
handout. A true immigrant will become a 
part of our community and not just a way 
of sending all their funds out of state. So 
you see, a declaration would help the le-
gal immigrant and not the freeloader. By 
making this proclamation it would put the 
NGOs who are currently aiding the illegals 
on notice that WE THE PEOPLE don’t want 
to use our city funds (sales tax funds in-
cluded) for illegal activities. I am asking 
the entire city council to produce such a 
document for proof that Montrose is in-
deed a non-sanctuary city. 
Thank You, 
John Brown, Montrose 
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 

 
CSP WARNS MOTORISTS TO WATCH FOR WILDLIFE THIS CALVING SEASON 

Special to the Mirror 
COLORADO— June and July are peak calving seasons for 
elk, and the Colorado State Patrol is launching an educa-
tion and enforcement campaign, “Give Me a ‘Brake’” to 
help reduce wildlife–vehicle collisions. Troopers wanted 
to share these practical tips from Wild Aware and their 
Wild Eyes Program: 
-Scan roads (or shoulders) for movement, eye shine  

-Use bright lights at night when safe and flash lights at 
oncoming cars to warn of wildlife on the road 

-Do not honk at wildlife in/near road 

-Stop for wildlife in road/use hazard lights 

-Don’t exceed the speed limit 
 Wildlife-vehicle collisions can be very costly to drivers. 
According to the Rocky Mountain Insurance Information 
Association, the insurance industry pays out nearly $1.1 
billion yearly in claims for all wildlife collisions nation-
wide. The average property damage cost of these crashes 
is estimated at over $3,000. 
 If you are involved in a crash with an animal, Colorado 
State Patrol wants you to call 9-1-1 just as you would in 
any other emergency. In addition, if you witness wildlife 
in distress from possibly being struck on or near the side 
of the road, call *CSP for the proper resource to be noti-
fied and sent to the scene. 

http://www.deltahealthco.org/healthfair/
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwildaware.org%2Fwild-eyes/1/0101019731121d91-45c659ed-c458-413b-afb4-493028ad3dff-000000/Uk-vNWlsS6I6-r-_In2ySp_XBYYW8yUxGEkdp4nj8Oc=407
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CITY  DISMISSES CONSTITUENT CONCERNS OVER TRAFFIC SAFETY 

By Caitlin Switzer 
MONTROSE-From Fourth of July festivities 
to concerns about proposed development 
plans, a variety of topics came before the 
Montrose City Council at the regular 
meeting of June 3. All City Councilors 
were present. Constituents also filled 
council chambers as Mayor David Frank 
called the meeting to order and led in 
saying the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 Council issued a proclamation in support 
of Pride Month in Montrose County. A 
number of representatives from Mont-
rose Pride were present to accept the 
Proclamation. 
 Mayor Frank presented the “You Make a 
Difference” award to Montrose Pavilion 
staff members Danny Kinimaka and Ryan 
Henderson, for their hard work on behalf 
of the community and for consistently 
going above and beyond to ensure every 
production runs smoothly. 
CALL FOR PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-

AGENDA ITEMS 

Frank read the rules for public comment 
and asked all who wished to speak to 
form a line. 
 First to speak was Cliff Faurer, who noted 
that the Envision 2040 Comprehensive 
Plan is scheduled to be updated over the 
coming year. Significant development is 
planned and underway in the southeast 
area of the city but much remains un-
known. “...There appear to be significant 
inconsistencies between planned and 

actual land use...” 

 Faurer read from the comprehensive 
plan, and said,  “It appears that there is a 
disconnect between the planned use and 
the proposed use of the land identified as 
the Leonard Farms and Valley Ranch sub-
divisions...let’s make sure that upcoming 
updates to the comprehensive plan re-
flect the needs of the community and 
adhere to the land use designations.” 

 Teresa Faurer spoke. She asked what an 
evacuation plan would look like if the pro-
posed Leonard Farms and Valley Ranch 
subdivisions were in place. “...it would be 
safe to say that a full evacuation of this 
immediate area today would result in 
more 400 vehicles evacuating at the same 
time down a single road...these numbers 
do not include the emergency vehicles 
that are entering the developments being 
evacuated...” 

 John Brown spoke. He said that despite 
Mayor Frank stating that Montrose is not 
a sanctuary city, the City’s sanctuary sta-
tus should be in writing. “...a verbal state-
ment can be rescinded any time by any-
body...if it is not in writing in a contract 
format than it never happened. This is a 
contract with the people...I feel that a 
verbal statement as made by you is also 
non-binding...” 

 Brown asked council to produce some-
thing in writing, signed by the Mayor and 
Council.  “This would also be notification 
to the local NGO’s that receive City funds 

to not use those funds for illegals...a per-
son who has entered our country by legal 
means and plans on making America their 
country, making Colorado their home, and 
making Montrose county and city their 
permanent home are immigrants—legal 
immigrants...a declaration would help the 
legal immigrant and not the free-

loaders...we the people don’t want to use 
our funds, sales tax funds included, for 
illegal activities...” 

 Michael Badagliacco spoke about water, 
and how 26,000 gallons of water is treat-
ed by Project 7 daily but often used for 
watering lawns and other irrigation pur-
poses around town. 
 “...it’s expensive, it’s tough on the envi-
ronment...we’re only putting more pres-
sure on our water supply...we’ve got plen-
ty of untreated water from the Uncom-
pahgre Valley Water Users Association...”  
 Badagliacco suggested using untreated 
water from the UVWUA to set up parallel 
non-potable water lines for consumers.  
“...We don’t have to do this all at 
once...using the association’s water for 
irrigation fits right in with Montrose’s 
2016 Water Conservation Plan and the 
Turf Replacement Program...” He asked 
council to back the idea, and to use it as 
an alternative for Project 7’s proposed 
new treatment plant. 
 Kellie Koedel spoke in opposition to the 
Leonard Farms subdivision. With 19 years 
in the roadway  construction industry, 
Koedel is the Colorado agent for the larg-
est traffic structure manufacturer in the 
U.S., she said. “I like my job except for 
inevitably when I get the phone call that a 
kid was hit by a car in front of a 
school...this happens more often than you 
think...these cars that line up, partially in 
the lane at drop off and pickup, they don’t 
have stop signs and flashing lights like a 
school bus does...poor planning is at 
fault...we all know that this problem is 
coming...Otter Road and Woodgate are 
simply not ready for this high density 
housing at this time, especially with such 
close proximity to an elementary 
school...” 

 Others who spoke in opposition to the 
Leonard Farms Subdivision included Joe 
Salett; Charles Head; Pete Peterson; and 

Constituents who wish to speak at City Council meetings must now line up and 
await their turn. Meting Screenshot June 3, 2025. 
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Donna Swalla. 
 Leah Vandersluis spoke about public safe-
ty, citing statistics from Crime Grade. Pub-
lic safety is “a top concern for our citizens 
and for Colorado in general,” she said. 
“Did you know that Colorado has been 
number one in car theft for years...we are 
higher than 89 percent of U.S. cities...we 
rated as D- in Montrose...this applies only 
to our official city boundaries...”  
 With policies coming from the state to tie 
the hands of law enforcement, the City of 
Aurora has taken a lead in creating poli-
cies to un-tie those hands, she said. 
 “...I just want to encourage you to consid-
er this,” Vandersluis said. “All of us in 
Montrose are concerned about safety, 
and we really want to be able to feel safe 
in the city.” 

 Justin Grant Oatman-White spoke. “I rep-
resent the homeless of the community. 
Everybody’s concerned about safety, from 
what I hear. My friends are in danger. 
They’re 10.5 miles and 7.6 miles out of 
town. There’s hardships of water and 
food, and nobody seems to care about 
that. It’s the middle of summer. I care 
about that.  There has to be some sort of 
resolution to this problem. I have solu-
tions for the homeless community. If you 
guys would like to hear them, I’d like to 
set up a private meeting with you guys so 
we could get down to the brass tacks, if 
that would be permissible to you guys. I 
do have legitimate answers. Thank you.” 

 Council Ed Ulibarri asked City Attorney 
Chris Dowsey to explain the meaning of Ex 
Parte communications, with regard to 
matters that will come before council in a 
public hearing. There was in fact ex parte 
communication sent to council this week, 
Dowsey said. “It needs to be in front of 
the public so every party...should be 
aware of this information that has been 
given...if in fact there is a pending applica-
tion then...outside of the context of any 
open meeting it would be ex parte com-
munication...” 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Council voted to approve the minutes of 
the May 20, 2025 regular City Council 
meeting as presented. 
FIREWORKS DISPLAY PERMIT APPLICA-
TION 

Pavilion and Community Events Manager 
Kathryn Schroer presented the application 

for the firework display as well as plans 
for the Fourth of July celebration.  There 
will be a Patriotic parade at 10am on Fri-
day, July 4. The Parade theme is  “Heroes 
among us.” At 1pm the Amphitheater wel-
comes family friendly activities. At 3pm 
the beer garden will be open, at 6pm the 
Montrose Summer Music Series presents 
D&G Railroad followed by California Hon-
ey Drops. The Fireworks display will begin 
from Sunset Mesa around 9:40pm. And on 
Saturday July 5 at 9am the Warrior Re-
source Center (4 Hillcrest Plaza Way) will 
host a pancake breakfast. 
 The fireworks display permit was unani-
mously approved. 
RESOLUTION 2025-05 & RESOLUTION 
2025-06 

With Councilor Reed recusing himself due 
to a potential conflict of interest, Council 
considered Resolution 2025-05, setting 
July 15, 2025, as the hearing date for the 
annexation of the Waterfall Canyon Pond 
Addition and Resolution 2025-06, setting 
July 15, 2025, as the hearing date for the 
annexation of the Waterfall Canyon West 
Addition. 
 Commenting on Waterfall Canyon, Rick 
Stayner asked council to delay the request 
for a hearing, due to the need for the sub-
division’s HOA to obtain attorney review. 
“Please allow us this time to determine 
our legal rights to determine what if any 
effect it may have on our community.” 

 Councilors adopted Resolution 2025-05 in 
a three to one vote with one abstention 
and with Councilor Ed Ulibarri voting to 
deny Resolution 2025-05. 
 Council also voted to adopt Resolution 
2025-06 in a three to one vote, with one 
abstention and with Councilor Ed Ulibarri 
voting to deny Resolution 2025-06. 
 Councilor J. David Reed returned to the 
dais. 
SUGARPINE SUBDIVISION PRELIMINARY 
PLAT 

Council considered the Sugarpine Subdivi-
sion Preliminary Plat. Attorney Chris 
Dowsey said that ex parte communication 
was received on the proposal and asked 
Council not to use that information when 
making a decision. 
  Councilor Ed Ulibarri asked whose re-
sponsibility it would be to fix the bridge at 
6700 Road. “I’m just a little concerned as 
to safety...” 

 City Engineer Scott Murphy said that the 
bridge will be widened with a full replace-
ment, and a traffic signal is possible within 
the next five years.  
 Councilor Judy Ann Files asked about lot 
size. Lot size accommodates minimum size 
for a duplex, Community Development 
Director Jace Hochwalt said. 
 Mayor Frank asked several questions 
about access. 
 Ulibarri said he has health and safety con-
cerns about there being only one exit 
from both parts of the subdivision. “If 
something happens at the intersection 
how are people going to get out of that...” 

 Reed said that the Fire Protection District 
and EMS services have reviewed the plan. 
 Scott Hawkins spoke. “I did ask for a con-
tinuation of this ruling tonight,” he said. 
“Because this went through planning last 
Wednesday and there was some infor-
mation...that we were not privy to...it was 
the traffic study...we as people who live in 
that subdivision don’t feel that traffic 
study was accurate...in the planning com-
mission it was brought up that this was 
the only subdivision in the City of Mont-
rose...where a subdivision was built and 
the only way into that subdivision is 
through another subdivision...the city 
owns that property to the west of the Iron 
Horse Subdivision and absolutely could 
build 6675 Road to a reasonable 
width...right now you can’t pass two cars 
on there...consider the safety. You’re dou-
bling the traffic on our streets...you’re 
dumping all of this subdivision right into 
us and making us deal with it...I’m asking 
you guys to maybe take a harder look at 
this...consider the safety aspects of the 
actual residents who live in Iron Horse 
Subdivision. 
 Martin Crespin spoke, “...Our concern 
right now is traffic...the problem is we 
don’t have access for this new subdivi-
sion...Sugar Pine will be developed, no 
question; we need help with traffic...you 
guys control the city. You can control the 
buildout of that 6675 Road if you want to. 
It will help a great deal...we need your 
help for an access road...last year we di-
rected a letter to the city council asking 
that we have two roads with ‘Slow Chil-
dren Playing’ signs installed. We have not 
heard anything from the city...for the safe-
ty of the Iron Horse Subdivision we would 

CITY  DISMISSES CONSTITUENT CONCERNS From pg 1 
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still like to get some ‘Slow Children Play-
ing’ signs—and then of course here comes 
the doubling of the traffic. We could use 
your help.” 

 Jen Hill Hawkins said that there is no 
place for kids to play at Sugar Pine, 
“They’re going to go over to our park at 
Iron Horse Subdivision...with all the peo-
ple speeding...” She asked if there was a 
way to plan a park at Sugar Pine as well. 
 David Wentz spoke, saying he understood 
that the plan was to use Cedar Creek as 
open space for Sugar Pine. 
 In a four to one vote with Ulibarri voting 
to deny, Council voted to approve the 
Sugar Pine Subdivision Preliminary Plat. 
MONTROSE POLICE DEPARTMENT AXON 

TASER 10 BUNDLE PURCHASE 

 Council voted to approve the purchase of 
65 Axon Taser 10s and the Taser Certifica-
tion Bundle for the total purchase price of 
$59,147.40. 
 Police Chief Blaine Hall said that taser use 
has saved the lives of citizens and police 
officers across the nation, “...We really 
couldn’t do our jobs as successfully as we 
do without the taser.” 

“Anything the Council could do to pro-
mote the safety of our police officers 
should be paramount, as well as the pub-
lic safety,” Councilor Ed Ulibarri said. 
STAFF REPORTS 

City Engineer Scott Murphy gave a road 
work update. 

CITY COUNCIL COMMENTS 

Councilor Ed Ulibarri thanked Councilor 
Judy Ann Files for allowing him to substi-
tute on the tree board and shared some 
of the information from the meeting. The 
new City Forester is very knowledgeable, 
he said. “It was pretty interesting and 
pretty exciting...” 

 Councilor Judy Ann Files said that the 
Forum at CMU would feature MADA. 
 Frank said he played in the Welcome 
Home Alliance for Veterans golf tourna-
ment. 
 “...It was a great opportunity and a great 
organization...” 

 With no further business, Mayor Frank 
adjourned the meeting. 

CITY  DISMISSES CONSTITUENT CONCERNS From previous pg 
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF THE  
UNCOMPAHGRE VALLEY TO PRESENT  

DISTINGUISHED PUBLIC SERVICE AWARD  

Special to the Mirror 
MONTROSE-The League of Women Voters of the Un-
compahgre Valley will hold their Annual Meeting at 
11:30 am on Thursday, June 12 at the Hispanic Affairs 
Project meeting room, 504 N. First St, in Montrose.  
The League, which serves Montrose, Delta and Ouray 
Counties, will present its first Distinguished Public Ser-
vice Award at the meeting.  The League wishes to rec-
ognize and express appreciation to Montrose County 
Commissioner of District 2 Sue Hansen for her seven 
years of outstanding service to Montrose County.  
Lunch is offered at $15 per person, by check or cash, 
only, please. Members and guests must RSVP by June 
6 to Janine Reid at janinereid57@gmail.com.   

REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 

mailto:janinereid57@gmail.com
http://www.montrosehealth.com/
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Special to the MIrror 
MONTROSE– Montrose Regional Health (MRH) is expanding its therapy services with the opening of Mountain View Therapy Star 
Court, located at 611 E Star Ct, Suite B, in Montrose, Colorado. The clinic will occupy the space currently home to In Motion Thera-
py, which will close on July 7, 2025. 
 “When we learned that In Motion would be closing, we were approached with the opportunity to keep therapy services alive in 
that space,” said Leann Tobin, Chief Ancillary Services and Marketing Officer at Montrose Regional Health. “The need for high-

quality therapy continues to grow, and we want to ensure that patients can stay close to home for the care they need. Mountain 
View Therapy is a trusted and respected provider, and we’re proud to expand its presence in our community.” 

 Patients currently receiving care at In Motion Therapy will be offered the option to continue their treatment with Mountain View 
Therapy (MVT). In addition, In Motion staff will be invited to apply for positions at MVT Star Court or other MRH-affiliated clinics. 
 With the addition of the Star Court location, MVT will operate nine clinics across the region. These locations provide comprehen-
sive physical, occupational, and speech therapy services, including expanded offerings in Ridgway and Telluride. 
For more information, contact Mountain View Therapy at (970) 240-7369 or visit https://montrosehealth.com/medical-services/
mountain-view-therapy/ 

MONTROSE REGIONAL HEALTH TO OPEN NEW  
THERAPY CLINIC AT FORMER IN MOTION LOCATION 

Mountain View Therapy Star Court to maintain access to outpatient therapy in Montrose 

REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS 

Editor: 
Trust in government and media has long 
been a cornerstone of a functioning de-
mocracy/republic. However, recent reve-
lations surrounding President Joe Biden’s 
alleged cognitive decline and the use of an 
autopen for signing key executive actions 
have fueled skepticism among the Ameri-
can public.  
 As investigations unfold, many are ques-
tioning who was truly making decisions in 
the White House in the past four years 
and whether transparency has been sacri-
ficed for political convenience. 
The Autopen Controversy 

The autopen—a device used to replicate a 
signature—has historically been employed 
for routine matters, such as signing letters 
or minor documents. However, reports 
suggest that Biden’s administration may 
have used the autopen for significant ex-
ecutive actions, including sweeping par-

dons. This raises concerns about whether 
the President was personally involved in 
these decisions or if unelected officials 
were acting on his behalf. 
House Oversight Committee Chair James 
Comer has launched an investigation into 
the matter, demanding testimony from 
Biden’s physician and former White House 
aides [A]https://oversight.house.gov/
release/chairman-comer-demands-
testimony-from-bidens-doctor-former-
white-house-aides-on-cover-up-of-mental
-decline. Comer argues that the American 
people deserve to know when Biden’s 
cognitive decline began and who has been 
making critical decisions in his stead. 
Media’s Role in the Cover-Up 

While some media outlets have reported 
on Biden’s cognitive struggles, others 
have downplayed or ignored the issue 
altogether. Critics argue that mainstream 
media has failed to provide an honest 

assessment of President Bidens, mental 
state, instead opting to protect his admin-
istration from scrutiny. This selective re-
porting has only deepened public distrust, 
as many feel they are being misled rather 
than informed. 
The Broader Implications 

The implications of these revelations ex-
tend beyond Biden’s presidency. If key 
decisions were being made by unelected 
officials rather than the President himself, 
it sets a dangerous precedent for future 
administrations. Transparency and ac-
countability must be prioritized to restore 
faith in government institutions. 
 As investigations continue, the American 
people must demand answers. Trust in 
leadership is not a given—it must be 
earned through honesty, integrity, and a 
commitment to serving the public inter-
est. 
RAY LANGSTON, MONTROSE    

THE EROSION OF TRUST: BIDEN’S AUTOPEN AND CONCERNS OVER COGNITIVE DECLINE 
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THE AMERICAN DUTY TO DISREGARD UNCONSTITUTIONAL LAWS 

 

Editor: 
The Question of Obedience vs Duty 

The question of whether one must obey 
an unconstitutional law strikes at the 
heart of our constitutional republic. Re-
cent debates, particularly surrounding 
claims that President Trump has disre-
garded "the law," have brought this issue 
into sharp focus. Both sides of the political 
spectrum, Left and Right, insist that "the 
law" must be followed. But what happens 
when a law itself violates the Constitu-
tion? Is blind obedience required, or does 
our system permit, even encourage, defi-
ance of such laws? As a military veteran 
and student of history, I argue that uncon-
stitutional laws, often enacted under the 
"color of law," lack legitimacy and can be 
disregarded, as supported by legal prece-
dent and constitutional principles. 
The Principle of Lawful Orders 

In a recent interview with NBC's Kristen 
Welker, Senator John Kennedy of Louisi-
ana, known for his sharp wit, stated he 
would call out President Trump if he de-
fied a court order. While Senator Kenne-
dy's stance reflects a respect for legal au-
thority, it overlooks a critical principle 
ingrained in our nation's fabric: not all 
orders or laws are lawful. As a military 
man, I was taught that obedience to or-
ders is contingent upon their lawfulness. 
The Uniform Code of Military Justice 
(UCMJ), Article 92, emphasizes that ser-
vice members are obligated to obey only 
"lawful orders." This principle extends 
beyond the military to the broader legal 
system, where laws must align with the 
Constitution, the supreme law of the land. 
Understanding "Color of Law" 

The concept of "color of law" is central to 
this discussion. Under 18 U.S.C. § 242, 
acting under "color of law" refers to con-
duct that carries the appearance of legal 
authority but is, in fact, illegal. Laws or 
actions taken under this pretense, lacking 
constitutional grounding, are invalid. The 
Supreme Court has long affirmed that 

unconstitutional laws are void. In Mar-
bury v. Madison (1803), Chief Justice John 
Marshall declared, "An act of the legisla-
ture repugnant to the Constitution is 
void." This foundational case established 
judicial review, empowering courts to 
strike down laws that violate constitution-
al principles. If a law is void, it lacks the 
authority to bind citizens, rendering obe-
dience optional at best. 
Historical and Legal Precedents 

History provides stark examples of laws 
enacted under "color of law" that were 
later deemed unconstitutional. The Fugi-
tive Slave Act of 1850, for instance, re-
quired citizens to assist in capturing es-
caped slaves, a law enforced under the 
guise of federal authority. Yet, it was wide-
ly resisted by abolitionists who viewed it 
as morally and constitutionally repugnant, 
particularly for violating the principles of 
liberty enshrined in the Fifth Amendment. 
Similarly, Plessy v. Ferguson (1896) upheld 
"separate but equal" segregation laws, 
only for them to be overturned by Brown 
v. Board of Education (1954) as violations 
of the Equal Protection Clause of the Four-
teenth Amendment. These cases illustrate 
that laws, even when passed by legisla-
tures and upheld by courts, can lack legiti-
macy if they contravene the Constitution.  
The Supreme Court has also recognized 
that individuals may challenge unconstitu-
tional laws without fear of punishment. In 
Ex parte Young (1908), the Court held that 
federal courts could enjoin enforcement 
of unconstitutional state laws, affirming 
that such laws lack binding force.  
The Duty to Uphold the Constitution 

This brings us back to the question: must 
President Trump, or any citizen, obey a 
law or court order that is unconstitution-
al? The answer, grounded in legal prece-
dent, is no. The Constitution, as outlined 
in Article VI, Clause 2 (the Supremacy 
Clause), establishes itself as the "supreme 
Law of the Land." Any statute or order 
that conflicts with it is subordinate and 

unenforceable. Citizens, including public 
officials, have a duty to uphold the Con-
stitution, not to blindly follow laws or 
orders that undermine it. 
Addressing the Counterargument 
Critics may argue that disregarding a law 
risks anarchy or undermines the rule of 
law. This concern is valid but overstated. 
The judiciary exists to resolve disputes 
over constitutionality, and mechanisms 
like judicial review ensure that challenges 
to laws occur within a legal framework. 
Moreover, civil disobedience against un-
constitutional laws has a storied tradition 
in America, from the Boston Tea Party to 
the Civil Rights Movement. Rosa Parks' 
refusal to obey a segregation law was not 
anarchy; it was a principled stand against 
an unjust law, later validated by the 
courts. 
Senator Kennedy's instinct to uphold court 
orders reflects a respect for process, but it 
must be tempered by the recognition that 
courts are not infallible. The Supreme 
Court's own history, upholding slavery in 
Dred Scott v. Sandford (1857) or intern-
ment in Korematsu v. United States 
(1944), demonstrates that judicial rulings 
can err. When a law or order violates the 
Constitution, defiance may not only be 
permissible but necessary to preserve the 
republic's foundation. 
Prioritizing Constitutional Fidelity 

In conclusion, an unconstitutional law, 
passed under the "color of law," lacks le-
gitimacy and need not be obeyed. The 
Constitution, as the supreme law, takes 
precedence, and both legal precedent and 
historical examples support the right to 
disregard void laws.  
 As citizens, we are not obligated to follow 
orders or laws that betray the principles 
we swear to uphold. To do otherwise 
would be to elevate form over substance, 
undermining the very Constitution that 
defines our nation. 
Michael J Badagliacco, “MJB” 

Citizen-Montrose, CO 

OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS 
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS 

TRUMP’S TARIFFS: A CATALYST FOR AMERICAN ECONOMIC REVIVAL 

Editor: 
President Trump’s tariffs have ignited 
fierce debate, with critics forecasting eco-
nomic catastrophe: rising consumer pric-
es, disrupted supply chains, and a frac-
tured global trade system. Yet, as evidence 
mounts, a different narrative is taking 
shape: Trump’s trade policies are proving 
to be a catalyst for a robust U.S. economic 
revival. Far from the dire predictions, tar-
iffs are driving a resurgence in American 
manufacturing, boosting domestic produc-
tion, and fostering economic resilience. 
From national trends to local impacts in 
places like Montrose, Colorado, the 
naysayers got it wrong, and the data backs 
it up. 
Resurgence in American Manufacturing 

At the heart of this success is a seismic 
shift in corporate behavior: companies are 
increasingly choosing to manufacture in 
the United States.  
 Tariffs, by raising the cost of imported 
goods, have prompted businesses, both 
domestic giants and international firms, to 
rethink their supply chains. A 2024 report 
from the National Association of Manufac-
turers noted a 15% increase in domestic 
manufacturing investments since the in-
troduction of Trump’s tariff policies, with 
companies like Intel and TSMC announc-
ing multi-billion-dollar U.S. factory expan-
sions in states like Arizona and Ohio 
(National Association of Manufacturers, 
2024). This isn’t mere rhetoric; the U.S. 
Bureau of Labor Statistics reported a net 
gain of 200,000 manufacturing jobs in 
2024 alone, concentrated in Rust Belt 
states like Michigan and Pennsylvania 
(BLS, 2024). These figures represent more 
than jobs: they signify revitalized commu-
nities, rising wages, and a renewed sense 
of economic pride in “Made in America.” 

Economic Stability Through Shorter Sup-
ply Chains 

Critics have long argued that tariffs would 
burden consumers with higher prices, and 
in the short term, some price hikes have 
occurred. However, these adjustments 
pale in comparison to the long-term bene-

fits of reducing reliance on foreign produc-
tion. By incentivizing domestic manufac-
turing, tariffs are shortening supply 
chains, which enhances economic stabil-
ity. A 2025 study from the Economic Policy 
Institute found that domestic production 
cuts lead times by up to 30%, reducing 
vulnerability to global disruptions like 
those seen during the 2020 supply chain 
crisis (EPI, 2025). Moreover, localized pro-
duction fosters innovation and quality 
control, as companies can oversee opera-
tions more closely. The result? American 
workers and consumers benefit from high-
er-quality goods and a more resilient 
economy. 
Strengthened Global Trade Relations 

Skeptics also warned that tariffs would 
alienate trading partners and cripple glob-
al trade. Instead, the opposite is unfold-
ing.  
 Countries are actively negotiating new 
trade agreements with the U.S. to secure 
favorable terms. For instance, the U.S.-
Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA), re-
negotiated under Trump’s first term and 
expanded in 2024, has strengthened 
North American trade ties, with Canada 
and Mexico increasing exports to the U.S. 
by 12% last year (U.S. Trade Representa-
tive, 2025). Tariffs have also exposed the 
risks of over-reliance on single markets, 
particularly China. A 2024 McKinsey re-
port highlighted that 40% of U.S.-based 
companies have diversified their supply 
chains away from China, with many relo-
cating operations to the U.S. or allied na-
tions (McKinsey & Company, 2024). This 
isn’t isolationism: it’s strategic pragma-
tism, ensuring America’s economic securi-
ty in a volatile global landscape. 
Local Impact in Montrose, Colorado 

The benefits of Trump’s tariffs are not 
confined to industrial heartlands; they are 
reaching smaller communities like Mont-
rose, Colorado, a city of about 20,000 with 
a vibrant agricultural and small-scale man-
ufacturing base. Tariffs could attract man-
ufacturers in sectors like agricultural 
equipment or food processing, creating 50

-100 direct jobs with wages of $40,000-

$60,000 annually, and an equal number of 
indirect jobs in transportation and con-
struction, as supported by the Montrose 
Economic Development Corporation. Local 
farmers, who rely on timely access to 
equipment, could see reduced lead times 
as domestic production of farm machinery 
ramps up, stabilizing supply chains for 
Montrose’s orchards, vineyards, and live-
stock operations. The resulting income 
growth could boost local spending by $5-

10 million annually, revitalizing downtown 
businesses and fostering community pride 
in “Made in America” goods. Montrose’s 
burgeoning wine industry, for instance, 
could gain from increased domestic de-
mand under the USMCA, which has boost-
ed North American trade by 12% (U.S. 
Trade Representative, 2025). While con-
sumer electronics may see temporary 5-

10% price hikes, these are offset by the 
economic boost from new jobs and poten-
tial federal incentives for workforce train-
ing, positioning Montrose to thrive in a 
reshaped American economy. 
Addressing Trade-Offs 

Admittedly, no policy is without trade-offs. 
Short-term price increases have hit some 
sectors, particularly consumer electronics, 
where tariffs on imported components 
raised costs by 5-10% in 2024 (Consumer 
Technology Association, 2024). Yet, these 
costs are temporary and offset by the 
broader economic gains: job creation, 
infrastructure investment, and reduced 
dependence on foreign supply chains. The 
evidence is clear, from national data to 
local impacts in places like Montrose: 
Trump’s tariff strategy is delivering results. 
It’s not flawless, but it’s a bold step to-
ward economic independence. The revival 
of American manufacturing, the surge in 
domestic investment, and the strategic 
realignment of global trade all point to 
one conclusion: tariffs are not just a blunt 
tool; they’re a powerful engine for build-
ing a stronger, self-reliant America. 
Michael J Badagliacco, “MJB” 

Citizen-Montrose, CO 
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Dear Montrose Mirror, 
I’m writing to bring urgent attention to a 
deep miscarriage of justice that occurred 
in Montrose County, Colorado, and has 
left my family of four homeless after we 
were wrongfully evicted since January 24, 
2025 — not just by a landlord, but by a 
system that denied us basic due process. 
 For nearly three years, we lived in dan-
gerous, substandard conditions. We paid 
rent every month, but repeatedly asked 
for repairs that were never made — in-
cluding a major sewer issue that sent raw 
waste fumes through our vents. I have 
lupus, and the health risks were severe. 
Our front door didn’t close or lock proper-
ly for over 2.5 years, and we were forced 
to sleep with a recliner pushed against it 
every night to feel even a sliver of safety. 
 When we rightfully pushed back, our 
landlord retaliated with an eviction — and 
that’s where things became even more 
disturbing. 
 Our eviction summons was entered into 
the court system at 4:07 PM on a Thurs-
day, and our deadline to submit evidence 
— under the so-called “96-hour rule” — 

was the following Monday at 9 AM, which 
happened to be Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day, a court holiday. 
 That means we had zero business days to 
meet the requirement — yet the court 
still enforced the deadline and barred us 
from presenting our evidence. Mean-
while, the landlord’s attorney was allowed 
to submit a full binder of evidence off the 
record the very morning of the hearing. It 
was the first time we’d ever seen it — and 
it was referenced during the hearing. We 
had brought evidence on flash drives (as 
directed by the clerk), but it was still de-
nied. 
 We were evicted on the spot. I lost my 
work-from-home job. We are now home-
less, without shelter, enduring summer 
heat without basic necessities — all be-
cause we asked for repairs and were then 
denied the legal right to defend ourselves 
in court. 
 This case is now on appeal (Case 
#2025CV5), and I’ve filed formal com-
plaints with the Colorado Attorney Gen-
eral, HUD, and the Department of Justice, 
but the silence is overwhelming. I have no 

intention of staying quiet. I believe what 
happened to us may be happening to oth-
ers in this county, and I want to share our 
story to help expose it. 
 I’m reaching out because I know the 
power of voices being heard. I’m ready to 
speak, to provide documents, and to help 
bring light to what is happening in Mont-
rose County. 
 If this resonates with you — if your sta-
tion values justice, truth, and giving a 
platform to the unheard — please consid-
er reaching out. 
Sincerely, 
Dena Weingart 
 

PS-fyi 
-Lorena Schlaugher – Property Manager 
for Cairn Communities / SGA Western 

-Ryan Callahan with Conerly & Callahan – 
Attorney representing the plaintiffs, who 
also serves as the free legal aid in Mont-
rose County This creates a serious conflict 
of interest and makes it extremely difficult 
for tenants like us to access fair legal sup-
port, especially in fast-tracked eviction 
cases. 

FAMILY OF FOUR LEFT HOMELESS AFTER FILING COMPLAINT ABOUT SUBSTANDARD LIVING CONDITIONS 

Editor’s Note: We received this letter last week, and are sharing with permission of the author: 
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http://www.thehiddenlakecommunity.com/
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https://www.facebook.com/coloradoology/
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS 

CULTIVATED SALMON APPROVED FOR SALE IN THE US 
To the editor, 
I was thrilled to learn the Food and Drug Administration granted regulatory approval for San Francisco based company Wildtype to 
sell its cultivated salmon in the United States. The product will debut at select restaurants. For those who don’t know, cultivated 
meat is grown from animal cells, without slaughter. It offers a number of potential environmental, public health and nonhuman 
welfare benefits. 
 “Wildtype’s achievement is a watershed moment for domestic seafood production and for the cultivated protein industry over-
all,” said Dr. Suzi Gerber, executive director of the Association for Meat, Poultry, and Seafood Innovation. “Food technologies meet 
the highest safety standards, and can play a vital role in healthy American diets, while strengthening our food system’s domestic 
production and resilience.” 

 Despite such progress, significant technological challenges remain for cultivated meat to reach price parity with incumbent, 
slaughtered options. Thankfully, these can be overcome with increased public funding for cellular agriculture research. Any politi-
cian interested in reducing our greenhouse gas emissions, pandemic risk, and the suffering we inflict on animals should support 
this forward thinking effort. 
Jon Hochschartner, Granby CT  

Editor: 
Antisemitism has been on the rise in the U.S., with incidents of hate crimes and violence against Jewish communities increasing 
significantly in recent years. The Anti-Defamation League (ADL) reported a “361% surge” in antisemitic incidents following the 
start of the Israel-Hamas war in October 2023. This alarming trend has led to growing concerns about the factors contributing to 
this rise, including political rhetoric, social media influence, and broader immigration policies. 
Examining Open Border Policies 

The correlation between open border policies and antisemitism is a complex issue. Some argue that increased immigration can 
lead to a rise in antisemitic sentiment if individuals from regions with historically high levels of antisemitism bring those attitudes 
with them. Others contend that immigration itself is not the root cause, but rather the “failure to integrate” new arrivals into 
American society in a way that fosters tolerance and mutual respect. President Trump was twice elected on one main issue and 
that was to secure the border. And when you look at the tens of thousands of hardened criminals being rounded up and deported 
by the Trump admin. You have to ask are the democrats intentionally trying to destroy the U S? 

Political and Social Factors 

The rise in antisemitism is also linked to political extremism and misinformation (Links Below)[B]https://extremism.gwu.edu/rise-

antisemitism-leads-rapidly-escalating-violence-and-terrorism-us. Hate groups and radicalized individuals have used social media to 
spread false narratives that fuel antisemitic beliefs. Additionally, political violence has escalated, with high-profile attacks targeting 
Jewish individuals and institutions [A]https://time.com/7287941/rise-of-antisemitism-political-violence-in-united-states. The 
Biden-Harris administration implemented a National Strategy to Counter Antisemitism, aiming to combat hate through education, 
law enforcement, and coalition-building, this was as ineffective as was most of Biden’s policies. [C]https://2021-2025.state.gov/
report-on-policies-programs-and-actions-across-the-globe-to-combat-antisemitism. And when you look at the members of con-
gress known as the squad who have made public antisemitic statements. We have to ask how are people like this getting elected? 

 Conclusion 

While open border policies may contribute to demographic shifts, the rise of antisemitism in the U.S. is driven by a combination of 
“political, social, and ideological factors”. Addressing this issue requires a “multi-faceted approach”, including stronger hate crime 
enforcement, education on antisemitism, and policies that promote “social cohesion” rather than division. But having an open 
border is an unnecessary danger that should never be allowed. And having foreign students on American college campuses engag-
ing in antisemitic protest should never be allowed or tolerated. 
RAY LANGSTON, MONTROSE  

ANALYSIS OF THE RISE OF ANTISEMITISM IN THE U S 

https://extremism.gwu.edu/rise-antisemitism-leads-rapidly-escalating-violence-and-terrorism-us
https://extremism.gwu.edu/rise-antisemitism-leads-rapidly-escalating-violence-and-terrorism-us
https://time.com/7287941/rise-of-antisemitism-political-violence-in-united-states
https://2021-2025.state.gov/report-on-policies-programs-and-actions-across-the-globe-to-combat-antisemitism
https://2021-2025.state.gov/report-on-policies-programs-and-actions-across-the-globe-to-combat-antisemitism
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Special to the MIrror 
MONTROSE-This exclusive after-hours event is designed for adult thrill seekers ready to explore what lurks in the darkened alleys of 
downtown Montrose. Join the local museum’s ghost expert for an evening of eerie tales woven with rich history, as you uncover 
the secrets hiding in the shadows. The tour winds through historic streets and makes special stops at unique buildings steeped in 
legend and lore. At each stop, you will have time to soak in the chilling ambiance—and enjoy a selection of libations that will warm 
your spirits.  Spaces for this special crawl are limited.  Tickets cost $25.00 per person.  RSVP by calling 970-249-2085 or emailing 
info@montrosehistory.org  (the ticket price includes appetizers and the guided tour with the local historian; drinks are not includ-
ed.)  The tour begins at the Montrose Historical Museum at 6 pm on Friday June 13.  

REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 

WHISPER IN THE ALLEYS: A HAUNTED HISTORY  
TOUR FOR ADULTS FRIDAY THE  13TH OF JUNE 

https://www.amazon.com.mx/Where-Wallflowers-Grow-Coming-Age/dp/B0CP1KM7QW
javascript:parent.OpenNewWindow('/Mondo/lang/sys/Forms/MAI/compose.aspx?MsgTo=info%40montrosehistory.org&MsgSubject=&MsgCc=&MsgBcc=&MsgBody=',600,500)
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LOYALTY IN TRUMP WORLD? 
Editor: 
I'm regularly amazed at the number of 
people who believe that if they pin their 
careers on Donald Trump, some of his 
“success” will rub off on them.  In almost 
every case, what rubs off is more akin to 
something associated with toilet tissue; 
and learning that loyalty is a one-way 
street in Trump World. 
 Elon Musk is the latest roadkill left in the 
wake of the Trump bus:  The power Musk 
sought by investing $300,000,000 into the 
campaign didn't last long. No one yet 
knows how this ongoing story will end; 
but one takeaway: the world's richest 
man, once admired for his “brilliance”, 
wasn't brilliant enough to realize that as-
sociating with Trump is a surefire recipe 
for self-destruction.  He leaves his all-
powerful position as Trump's chief hatchet 
man, where many called him the “shadow 
president”, with a literal black eye, and his 
reputation, and that of Tesla, in tatters.  
Silver lining for the rest of us: Musk 
proved that even billionaires are generally 
not too bright outside of their core 
strengths; and shouldn't necessarily be 
relied upon for wise decisions. 
 Rudy Giuliani, in the wake of the 9/11 
attacks, was widely acclaimed as 
“America's Mayor”.  Now he is seen as a 
fool; brought down after becoming 
Trump's chief counsel; defending the inde-
fensible, and degrading his own image in 
the process. Michael Cohen, Trump's long-
time personal lawyer, went to prison for 
doing Trump's dirty work; and now regu-
larly calls out his former boss's lack of 
trustworthiness, his selfishness, and his 
astounding breadth of corruption.  

 And, of course, there are the politicians 
who saw Trump as a mob boss early on; 
but then discarded all of their moral prin-
ciples, capitulated, and decided it would 
be better for them to bow at his feet.  The 
list includes nearly the entire Republican 
congressional caucus, but among the most 
prominent: His current VP, who once 
called him “Hitler,” and an “Opiate for the 
masses,” but who now bends lower in 
genuflection than all others. Trump re-
peatedly insulted “Lyin Ted” Cruz, calling 
his wife ugly, and claiming his father was 
involved in the JFK assassination.  Cruz is 
now is one of his main supplicants; willing 
to go to any depth of self debasement in 
order to stay in his favor.   “Little Marco” 
Rubio, who ignored numerous degrading 
insults over the years, has ditched his 
squeaky clean persona to become his Sec-
retary of State. Lyndsay Graham, who 
once called Trump a “race baiting xeno-
phobic bigot” and a “moron” now kow-
tows at every opportunity. Mitch 
McConnell, once considered the savviest, 
most successful congressional political 
leader in decades, after caving to Trump 
and protecting him after he attempted to 
overthrow our own government, is resign-
ing in disgrace; a broken shell of a man. 
Vice President Mike Pence; who eventual-
ly found the courage to speak the truth 
about the disgrace of the Big Lie, paid 
with the destruction of his political career.   
The remaining list of sellouts and roadkill 
is too long to share here; but includes: 
previous Speakers Paul Ryan, Kevin 
McCarthy, and John Boehner. This group's 
fate ensures that Mike Johnson, a CINO 
(Christian In Name Only) remains 100% 

compliant with Trump's wishes, even 
when it means abandoning his responsi-
bility to tell the truth to the American 
People.  
 And then there's his cabinet.  RJK Jr, he of 
the brain eating worm. Having failed to 
attain status in Camelot, he saw his 
chance to gain prominence and power by 
jumping aboard the Trump Bus, but his 
own family have since largely disowned 
him as crazy.  Tulsi Gabbard, Pam Bondi, 
“Cash” Patel, Don Bongino, Linda 
McMahan, and Pete Hegseth; were all 
chosen with no serious qualifications but 
one: total subservience.  All of these 
clowns will go down in history as the 
worst ever to inhabit their positions.  Ad-
ditionally, nearly all of Trump 45's cabinet 
officers have called him not fit for leader-
ship in any capacity, much less as presi-
dent. 
 And at the bottom of the list of Trump 
loyalists are his base; the most misguided 
people ever, with the possible exception 
of in 1930's Germany.  They still believe 
Trump will remain loyal to them, no 
matter what happens … but ... when jus-
tice inevitably catches up with him, he'll 
be nowhere to be found, and they'll have 
nothing to show for their loyalty other 
than disappointment and bitterness. 
 The list of people who expected loyalty, 
and then paid the price, is much too long 
to fit here.  Very few who associate with 
him survive intact in the end … but ... de-
spite the fact that they will ultimately lose 
it all, they still come running, with visions 
of dollar signs in their eyes, when the mob 
boss calls ... suckers and losers all! 
David Congour, Montrose 
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REPUBLICANS ARE POLLING HIGHER AS ‘THE PARTY WITH THE BETTER ECONOMIC PLAN’ 

Editor: 
CNN last week reported brutal new num-
bers for Democrats. Even Democrat voters 
don't have any faith in where their party is 
headed. They don't think they are the par-
ty with strong leaders, and a vast majority 
of Democrats don't think their party is the 
one that can get things done. Further, Re-
publicans are polling higher as “the party 
with the better economic plan,” and “the 
party closer to your economic values.” 
Also reported by CNN: “Democrats have 
traditionally been the party of the middle 
class. No more! Donald Trump and the 
Republican Party have taken that mantle 
away and now a key advantage that Dem-
ocrats had historically has gone away. Adi-
os, amigos!” All this in spite of Dems/the 
media doing everything possible to bash 
Trump on the questions of tariffs and 
trade – predicting recession, death, and 
destruction. (Most of) the American peo-
ple are not dummies. They haven't for-
gotten how bad things were under Biden's 
handlers, and they know Democrats don't 
have any answers. Meanwhile, consumer 
confidence is up, inflation under Trump is 
down, personal income is growing, and 
the “right track” number is at historical 
highs. Things are significantly better under 
Trump and the Republicans, and the peo-
ple know it.  
 Biden and Democrats blocked the U.S. 
Steel – Nippon Steel deal because they 
had no clue how to negotiate with the 
Japanese to get a deal that both protected 
our national security concerns and pro-
tected/created tens of thousands of jobs 
in the U.S. Enter Trump, and we now have 
that agreement. The benefits of the agree-
ment include $14 billion in capital invest-
ment projects at U.S. Steel – investments 
that U.S. Steel could not make as a 
standalone entity. Those new capital ex-
penditures will revitalize the only remain-
ing blast furnace mill in Pittsburgh, build a 
new R&D center in Pennsylvania, build a 
new Greenfield steel mill, transform the 
historical Gary works mill in Indiana, invest 
in the Arkansas plant for advanced electri-
cal steel production, invest in iron ore min-
ing in Minnesota, invest in oil and gas pro-
duction in Alabama, and also preserve U.S. 
Steel's headquarters in Pittsburgh. In addi-
tion to ensuring that American jobs cannot 

be offshored, the deal guarantees the ma-
jority of U.S. Steel's board must be U.S. 
citizens, and key management, including 
the CEO, will also be U.S. citizens. The deal 
outlines that U.S. Steel's trade actions will 
be determined solely by U.S. citizens.  
 Don't expect our illustrious media/
Democrats to report anything truthful, 
much less put a positive light on any of 
Trump's accomplishments (including our 
local Montrose Press and G.J. Sentinel.) 
When a man who shouted “free Palestine” 
and killed two defenseless young Israeli 
embassy employees in DC, the New York 
Times reported that the motive was un-
known. ABC news used the murders to 
parrot the Hamas front group's (CAIR) 
spiel on “islamophobia.” Hamas terrorists 
raped and killed 1,200 Israelis at a music 
festival and took 251 innocents hostage, 
including a baby whose body was recently 
returned. An autopsy showed the baby 
had been strangled along with his older 
brother. When Israelis recently held a bar-
becue, a media outlet called Jews having a 
nice meal a “barbaric display of sadism.” 
The Washington Post just ran a farcical 
story headlined: “The mysterious drop in 
fentanyl seizures on the U.S.-Mexican bor-
der.” The sub-headline added to the hilari-
ty: “The reasons behind the decrease of 
fentanyl seizures are complex.” The article 
of course didn't mention Trump on his first 
day in office declaring a state of emergen-
cy over fentanyl, immediately closing the 
southern border, and pressuring Mexico's 
president, Canada's prime minister, and 
China's president to stop the trafficking. As 
far as the Post is concerned, the last four 
months of Trump fighting fentanyl never 
happened. Democrats see no evil as Jews 
are now burning in America. The media/
Democrats now want you to feel sorry for 
the family of the radical Islamist terrorist 
who, in the heart of liberal sanctuary city 
Boulder, just set on fire elderly Jews hold-
ing a peaceful vigil for Jewish hostages still 
held by Hamas. The media/Democrats are 
replete with sob stories of the terrorist's 
family's hopes and aspirations, but haven't 
done a single profile of any of the victims – 
or their families. Ironically, the terrorist 
had no concern for his own family because 
Jihad was his priority: “Jihad is more be-
loved to me than my mother, wife, and 

children.” 

 After spending years covering up Biden's 
mental limitation, Democrats are now 
trying to rewrite history and cover up that 
cover up. It's worth going back a little fur-
ther. It is now clear that the Biden admin-
istration and the CDC knew the Covid 
“vaccines” were dangerous but covered up 
the facts rather than be honest with the 
American people. Democrats and their 
toadies in the media also covered up many 
pertinent facts about the January 
6th “insurrection,” including the facts sur-
rounding the murder of Ashli Babbit. It 
also turns out Biden's handlers knew can-
cer-causing chemicals were released into 
the local environment after the train de-
railment in East Palestine, Ohio, and total-
ly lied about it.  
 The media/Democrats have lost their 
power to shape and manipulate public 
opinion. Most Americans are much wiser 
now. They have totally had it with the me-
dia/Democrats breathlessly reporting eve-
ry hoax and manufactured hysteria aimed 
at Trump, while totally ignoring anything 
remotely truthful or important. The media 
worshiped Obama and treated him to a 
love-fest that was 24/7. On the flip-side, 
that same media hate everything Trump 
stands for and will do anything to destroy 
him. Guess what folks? More voters ap-
prove of the job President Trump is doing 
than approved of the job former President 
Obama was doing at this same point in his 
second term – in spite of the unhinged 
propaganda. Also, for the first time in a 
generation, the clear majority of Ameri-
cans say the country is on the right track. 
Normal people just aren't listening to the 
media/Democrats anymore. I am sure the 
third-, fourth-, and fifth-generation steel-
workers in Pennsylvania have no doubt 
that Republicans have their backs, versus 
the liberals who actively participated in 
shipping their jobs offshore. Like most 
Americans, they now know to totally ig-
nore the barrage of media/Democrat 
“talking points” (lies). 
 Here's a quick chuckle. NPR is under the 
delusion it has a constitutional right to use 
your hard earned tax money to spread 
radical leftist propaganda they hilariously 
label “the unbiased news.” 

Ed Henrie, Montrose 
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SOFIA TALVIK TO PERFORM AT THE HEALTHY RHYTHM ART GALLERY JUNE 19 

.Special to the Mirror 
MONTROSE-On June 19, Sofia Talvik will perform at The Healthy Rhythm Art Gallery in Montrose, Thursday, June 19 - 7:30 PM. 33 
N. Uncompahgre Avenue: +1 323-270-6284. www.healthyrhythm.net. 

COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS 

 

https://sofiatalvik.com/newsletter/l/6Jy8O6DPsZWM6k7639VdifaQ/JsQQ9DjC2J58JmIv68SMqw/NUew3bOOrKqFUfz7ELW8rQ
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Special to the Mirror 
DELTA – Delta Health is pleased to an-
nounce the addition of Doran Tregarthen, 
a new Nurse Practitioner to the Delta 
Health West Elk Hotchkiss Clinic, expand-
ing access to quality healthcare services 
for residents of Delta County and sur-
rounding communities. Doran brings a 
strong commitment to rural healthcare 
and patient-centered care to the practice. 
A Colorado native originally from Colora-
do Springs, Doran has called Delta County 
home for the past 20 years after spending 
summers in the Carbondale and Rifle are-
as during his youth. 

"Delta County is a hidden gem," said 
Tregarthen. “One of my passions has al-
ways been providing direct care to individ-
uals, which was why I became a nurse in 
the first place. Being a Nurse Practitioner 
still allows me to be a catalyst for change 
while still providing patient care." 

 Tregarthen completed both undergradu-
ate and graduate studies at Colorado Me-
sa University, demonstrating a commit-
ment to local educational institutions. His 
decision to pursue advanced practice 
nursing was driven by a passion for direct 
patient care and the opportunity to ex-
pand their scope of practice while contin-
uing to serve as a catalyst for positive 
change in healthcare. Tregarthen brings a 
patient-centered care philosophy that 
emphasizes shared decision-making and 
therapeutic relationships. His approach 
focuses on treating the whole person ra-
ther than just physical ailments, and work-
ing collaboratively with patients to devel-
op care plans that meet individual needs 
and circumstances. 
 "Shared decision making is first and fore-
most a priority," said Tregarthen. "For this 
reason, establishing a therapeutic rela-
tionship with my patients is critical. I want 
to provide care for the entire individual 
rather than just their physical ailments 
and formulate a plan that works for 

them." 

 Rural healthcare holds special significance 
for the Tregarthen, who values the mean-
ingful relationships that can be built with 
patients in smaller communities. "I enjoy 
working in our local rural area because of 
the therapeutic relationships we get to 
establish with our patients,” said 
Tregarthen. “People are more than just a 
number or patient in rural healthcare." 

 Tregarthen is excited to join the West Elk 
Hotchkiss Clinic team, with a collaborative 
environment and commitment to excel-
lence. "The West Elk Clinic is full of profes-
sionals that strive to make each encounter 
the best it can be. Each provider and staff 
member is willing to go out of their way to 
help each other and our community,” said 
Tregarthen. “When you walk in the door 
you can just feel the positivity." 

 In his free time, Tregarthen enjoys an 
active family life with spouse Ashley and 
their five children, ages 2-15. When not 
attending various sporting events, the 
family takes advantage of Western Colora-
do's recreational opportunities in the 
mountains.  Tregarthen is currently ac-
cepting new patients. To schedule an ap-
pointment or to learn more, call 
970.872.1400 or visit https://
deltahealthco.org/west-elk-clinic-of-
hotchkiss/. 

Doran Tregarthen. Courtesy photo. 

DELTA HEALTH WEST ELK HOTCHKISS CLINIC WELCOMES NEW NURSE PRACTITIONER 
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US 550 CHIP SEAL OPERATIONS SCHEDULED FOR JUNE 9 AND 10 BETWEEN DURANGO AND SILVERTON 

Special to the Mirror 
REGIONAL-US 550 chip seal operations 
scheduled for June 9 and 10 between Du-
rango and Silverton 

Motorists will encounter two work zones 
and should allow for up to 40 minutes of 
additional travel time  

Southwest Colorado—  Beginning Mon-
day, June 9, the Colorado Department of 
Transportation will perform a two-day 
surface treatment project along a six-mile 
segment of US Highway 550 (Mile Points 
49 to 55), north of Purgatory Ski Area. 
Motorists will encounter full stops, up to 
15-minute delays and will be guided by a 
pilot vehicle during the chip seal opera-
tions. Motorists entering the work zone 
from driveways or access roads must wait 
for a pilot vehicle to proceed and then 
join the traffic flow.  
 A separate project work zone for the US 
550 Rockfall Mitigation and Retaining Wall 
Replacement Project is located just one-

mile north on Coal Bank Pass (Mile Points 
56 to 60). Motorists should plan for full 
stops, single-lane traffic guided by a tem-
porary traffic signal and additional delays 
of up to 20 minutes. Traffic impacts for 
this project will continue until the antici-
pated project completion in late October. 
 Motorists traveling between Durango and 
Silverton should allow for a total of 40 
minutes of additional travel time Monday 
through Tuesday. All work is weather-
dependent. Motorists are encouraged to 
check the most current traffic impacts on 
COtrip.org.  
  Chip Seal Traffic Impacts (Mile Points 49 
to 55) 
Daytime work hours range from 7:30 a.m. 
to 5 p.m., Monday through Tuesday. 
Traffic impacts include:    
Expect one-lane alternating traffic guided 
by a pilot vehicle and 10 to 15 minute 
delays 
Motorists entering the highway from a 
driveway or intersection must wait for a 

pilot car before proceeding with the flow 
of traffic  

A speed reduction of 40 mph will be en-
forced through the work zone 

Slow down - following posted speeds is 
necessary to avoid vehicle damage in the 
chip seal work zone 

Rockfall Mitigation & Wall Replace-
ment Traffic Impacts (Mile Points 56 to 
60) 
May 2025 through October 2025 work 
hours will range from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m., 
Monday through Friday with some Satur-
day work. Traffic impacts will include:  
Between MP 60 and MP 56 traffic can 
expect to see two sets of traffic signals 
directing them to single lane alternating 

traffic through the work zones, 24/7 
throughout the duration of the project 
Motorists can expect intermittent delays 
with traffic holds up to 20 minutes at the 
Deer Creek location (Mile Point 59.3) 
Flaggers will guide motorists during day-
light hours while work is occurring 

Speeds will be reduced to 25 mph through 
the work zone and traffic fines will be 
doubled 

Lane widths through the work zones will 
be reduced to 11’ throughout the dura-
tion of the project  
Motorists should slow down as they ap-
proach the work zone, drive with caution, 
allow extra space between vehicles and 
give themselves extra travel time  

 

https://state.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b4d4ab81cda1d77ccd692af2f&id=ea193f3397&e=ec45389201
https://state.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b4d4ab81cda1d77ccd692af2f&id=ea193f3397&e=ec45389201
https://state.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b4d4ab81cda1d77ccd692af2f&id=ea193f3397&e=ec45389201
https://state.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b4d4ab81cda1d77ccd692af2f&id=a3f4f57a40&e=ec45389201


DELTA HEALTH WELCOMES EXPERIENCED FAMILY NURSE  
PRACTITIONER TO ADULT PRIMARY CARE CLINIC 

REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 

Special to the Mirror 
DELTA– Delta Health is pleased to an-
nounce the addition of Huntyr Maclaskey, 
a Nurse Practitioner, to the Delta Health 
Adult Primary Care Clinic team. Huntyr 
brings extensive experience in primary 
care and a passion for preventative medi-
cine to serve patients across the Western 
Slope. 
 A longtime Western Colorado resident, 
Maclaskey has called the region home for 
21 years after growing up in Grand Junc-
tion. His deep roots in the community 
reflect a strong commitment to serving 
local patients and understanding the 
unique needs of rural healthcare. 
 "I want to be an integrated part of pa-
tients' health journey," said Maclaskey on 
why he wanted to become a Nurse Practi-
tioner. "Being able to spend individualized 
time with patients and establishing a rela-
tionship is one of the greatest parts of 
being a provider in healthcare." 

 Maclaskey brings a diverse healthcare 
background that began in emergency 
medical services as an EMT/firefighter 
before transitioning to nursing. After 
earning a Bachelor of Science in Nursing 
(BSN), he discovered their passion for 
outpatient medicine and served as a nurs-
ing director for six years at an outpatient 
primary care practice. This leadership 
experience provided valuable insights into 
practice management and patient care 
coordination.  
 Continuing his educational journey, 
Maclaskey completed a Master of Science 
in Nursing with a Family Nurse Practition-

er specialization (MSN-FNP) through the 
University of Colorado at Colorado 
Springs. His clinical training included in-
ternships at various practices throughout 
Grand Junction, Montrose, and Delta, 
providing comprehensive exposure to the 
healthcare landscape across the Western 
Slope. 
 Maclaskey’s care philosophy centers on 
preventative health and patient-centered 
communication. "I emphasize preventa-
tive health first and ensure lifestyle modi-
fication is optimized for their health 
goals," he said. "Patient-centered care is 
very important to me and good communi-
cation is emphasized in my visits. You'll 
very rarely see me typing in a visit." 

 Having worked exclusively in rural 
healthcare settings, Maclaskey appreci-
ates the unique opportunities and chal-
lenges of serving smaller communities.  
"Rural healthcare is all I have ever 
known," said Maclaskey "I enjoy the op-
portunity to manage more conditions and 
consider patient's social and cultural pref-
erences, which is very diverse, in rural 
settings." 

 Maclaskey expressed enthusiasm about 
joining The Adult Primary Care Clinic 
team, particularly the opportunity to pro-
vide care across multiple generations. 
"We have a great team of providers and 
staff at Adult Primary Care. I am proud to 
be a part of it," they said. "I am most look-
ing forward to following people across 
their lifespan. We serve a large age range 
and I like the ability to see multiple gener-
ations." 

 Outside of healthcare, Maclaskey enjoys 
an active lifestyle that includes daily exer-
cise and a passion for sustainable living. 
Along with his wife and two children, they 
maintain a diverse collection of animals 
including goats, ducks, chickens, and 
dogs. Their recent venture into green-
house gardening and growing vegetables 
and fruit trees reflects their commitment 
to healthy living and environmental stew-
ardship. 
 "Most recently, I have built a greenhouse 
and learning a lot about growing veggies 
and fruit trees," said Maclaskey "I enjoy 
sharing success, and failure, stories of 
gardening." 

 Maclaskey is currently accepting new 
patients. To make an appointment at the 
Delta Health Adult Primary Care Clinic, call 
970.874.7668 or visit https://
deltahealthco.org/internal-medicine/. 
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WHAT HAPPENED TO CITIZEN INPUT? 
Decisions made without your guidance bring into question your relevance when presented with a ballot question 

By David White 

The “democratic process” that is so often 
referred to as “how things work” in this 
country often times leaves out the com-
mon man who then gets to “vote” for 
choices he has had no input in making. 
Such is the case with what appears to be 
coming to City of Montrose residents this 
November in an off-year election being 
considered by the City Council at consider-
able expense to the taxpayers. 
 What I’m referring to are revisions to the 
Charter of the City of Montrose that are 
currently being drafted by a City of Mont-
rose Charter Review Committee com-
prised of Mayor Dave Frank, Mayor Pro 
Tem Judy Ann Files, City Manager Bill Bell, 
Assistant City Manager Ann Morganthaler, 
City Clerk Lisa DelPiccolo and City Attor-
ney Christopher Dowsey. A discussion of 
what they’ve been working on was held 
on May 19th in a City Council Work Session 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=Jow9Lw6NRt0) and is quite interesting. 
As background, the voters of the City 
chose to adopt a new “Home Rule” Char-
ter in an election held on November 7, 
1967 (http://metsa911.org/dept/as/code/
Charter.pdf). This vote came after a citizen 
committee was chosen to be members of 
the “Charter Convention” which was 
formed to draft a new and updated City 
Charter with the goal of declaring the City 
of Montrose to be a “home rule” munici-
pality which gives City government much 
broader latitude to act in the best inter-
ests of the citizens versus being a 
“statutory” arm of State government. The 
history of the Charter Convention is sum-
marized in the Charter as follows: 
“The Montrose, Colorado Charter Con-
vention was elected on the 18th day of 
July, 1967, according to the provisions of 
the Article XX of the Constitution of the 
State of Colorado. The twenty-one elect-
ed members of the Charter Convention 
have been charged with the responsibility 
of drafting a new Charter to supersede 
the City Charter heretofore in effect in 
said City and to prescribe the form and 

substance of home rule government for 
the City of Montrose, Colorado.” 

For the record, the original members of 
the 1967 Charter Convention who signed 
off the new home rule charter were: John 
E. Kreidler (Chairman), Lois D. Elicker 
(Secretary), W. Robert Schaeffer (Vice-

Chairman), Charles E. Adams, Gerald L. 
Dome, Carl Q. Anderson, Dennis W. Mor-
ris, Marvin Gill, Donald E. Cashen, Ter-
rance K. Carr, Marvin J. Johansen, Harland 
K. Duncan, L.F. Flower, Jr., C.U. O’Neill, 
Heber L. Musgrave, Donald W. Dalee and 
John F. Helmericks. (NOTE: Only 17 of the 
21 members were present when the vote 
was cast to move the new charter for-
ward to the voters. No mention of the 
four (4) missing members is made.) 
 In order to amend the City Charter, provi-
sions are made within it for doing so as 
follows: 
SECTION 2. AMENDING THE CHARTER. 
Amendments to this Charter may be 
framed and submitted to the electors 
through petitioning the Council or by the 
Council on its own initiative in accord-
ance with the provisions of the Constitu-
tion of the State of Colorado. Nothing 
herein contained shall be construed as 
preventing the submission to the people 
of more than one Charter amendment at 
any one election. If there is any conflict or 
inconsistency between amendments vot-
ed upon at the same election and more 
than one be adopted, then the amend-
ment receiving the largest number of 
votes shall prevail. 
Interestingly, the Charter had not been 
substantially updated or changed until 
early 2014 when City Manager Bill Bell 
(he’d only been Manager for less than 3 
years) led a Charter Review Committee to 
include members of the City Council who 
recommended more than three (3) dozen 
changes to the Charter to include taking 
away the joint hiring of the City Police 
Chief and City Clerk by the City Manager 
and City Council and placing full authority 
for each under the City Manager. This 
group chose to exclude the public from 

participating in the process (which they 
could do), leaving changes presented to 
voters from City Staff and elected officials 
as the only ones that could be voted on. 
 In an interview with the Montrose Press 
published on March 25, 2014 (Montrose 
City charter due for revision | Local News 
Stories | montrosepress.com), then 
Mayor Judy Ann Files stated: 
“The changes are largely clerical — cor-
rections of typographical errors and re-
moving masculine-specific pronouns — 
and will align the charter more closely 
with the city’s current practices. 
The charter will also be amended to re-
flect the city’s current organizational 
chart. A city manager is not mentioned in 
the charter, but amendments add several 
references to the position and its duties. 
Those include the city manager’s authori-
ty to make line-item changes to the 
budget throughout the year and to ap-
point or remove a city clerk and police 
chief without a vote of the council. 
The updates will not change the city’s 
current practices, Files said, but will in-
stead eliminate ambiguities. 
If the amendments are done correctly 
and with foresight, she added, it could be 
another 50 or so years before another 
revision is needed.” 

A local resident and former State Legisla-
tor, Ben Alexander, wrote a letter that 
was published in the Montrose Press on 
March 26, 2014, wherein he warned the 
public about the way that these 2014 
Charter amendments were formulated 
and given to the public to vote on. He 
stated: 
“My concern is that the way the ballot is 
presented, most, if not all, voters will not 
be fully aware of what they are voting for 
or against. Were these omissions in the 
ballot language intentional or simply an 
oversight? That is for each individual to 
determine. In this era of distrust in public 
officials, this is no way to conduct open 
and honest government.” City charter 
changes deeper than appear | Letters | 
montrosepress.com 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jow9Lw6NRt0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jow9Lw6NRt0
https://www.montrosepress.com/news/montrose-city-charter-due-for-revision/article_66c92240-b3de-11e3-9686-001a4bcf887a.html
https://www.montrosepress.com/news/montrose-city-charter-due-for-revision/article_66c92240-b3de-11e3-9686-001a4bcf887a.html
https://www.montrosepress.com/news/montrose-city-charter-due-for-revision/article_66c92240-b3de-11e3-9686-001a4bcf887a.html
https://www.montrosepress.com/opinion/letters/city-charter-changes-deeper-than-appear/article_63195b8a-b4a4-11e3-b30a-001a4bcf887a.html
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So here we are, 11 years later and we find 
that Mrs. Files words as Mayor then in 
2014 and now, today in 2025, as Mayor 
Pro Tem (some things, somehow, stay the 
same, don’t they?) that her prediction 
that it could be another 50 or so years 
before another (Charter) revision is need-
ed, has fallen flat on it’s face 39 years 
before revisions should have been need-
ed. And Ben Alexander’s words are as true 
today as they were in 2014! 
What’s on the table to be changed in the 
Charter? Quite a few things it turns out. 
Some inconsequential and others ques-
tionable.  
 Here are a few examples: 
-All references to his/her or he/she, etc. 
will be removed making the Charter gen-
der neutral (read into this what you will). 
-The word “qualified” currently precedes 
the word “elector.” It is proposed to re-
move the word “qualified” as the City 
Attorney claims that it is 
“redundant.” (Why is this being done? Is 
being qualified too much to ask?). 
-As currently written in the Charter, if the 
citizens want to recall a City Councilor, 
they need to gather signatures on a peti-
tion reflecting a total of 15% of qualified 
voters who voted in the election in which 
the Councilor was elected. The proposed 
Charter change would push that number 
higher to 25%, making a recall effort that 
much more difficult for the citizens to 
initiate. If the same Councilor faces a sec-
ond recall effort, the number of signa-
tures goes to 50%! 
-As a side note, the Charter currently says 
that: “To ensure the greatest possible 
control of governmental process by the 
people, provision is made in the Charter 
for the direct democratic techniques of 
initiative referendum, and recall. These 
methods provide the means whereby the 
people can, if they wish, directly control 
the legislative process and recall any 
elected official who proves himself un-
satisfactory. “It’s pretty obvious that 
what is happening with the proposed 
amendment to the recall of a Coun-

cilmember that this Council is choosing to 
do an end run around the Charter. 
-Elimination of the local residency re-
quirement for a Municipal Court Judge 
goes away. 
-Mandatory residency requirement of the 
City Manager stays in place (Bill Bell wants 
everyone to know that he’s staying put as 
Manager for the foreseeable future – 
watch the video! 
-Here’s the link to the video: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?
v=Jow9Lw6NRt0) 
-City Council salaries to be set by motions 
of the Council vs. set by Charter. 
-Public postings will be changed as Attor-
ney Dowsey “sees fit.” 

All I can say is that the pontificating by our 
new Mayor (Dave Frank) and City Attor-
ney (Christopher Dowsey) certainly lends 
credence to the disconnect between the 
perceived (by them) elitist positions they 
hold and the reality that they are simply 
there on a temporary basis. But that 
doesn’t mean that they aren’t going to 
use their personal positions and agendas 
to dictate the “choices” THEY are choos-
ing to give us rather than taking input 
from the citizens by having them sit on a 
Charter Review Committee. Mayor Frank 
went so far as to state that he consulted 
with other municipalities to obtain sug-
gested changes to our Charter but can’t 
be bothered with getting his own citizens’ 
input. Go figure! 
The Council and Manager really fouled 
things up in 2014 by setting the precedent 
to put forth “fixes” to the City’s guiding 
document from their positions in City Hall 
and not including the man on the street. 
This group of Councilors could have taken 
their lead from just up the road in Delta 
where the question of establishing a Char-
ter Commission was put to a vote in 2024 
and passed. 
In an article back on March 13, 2025, we 
learned that: 
The City of Delta will hold a special elec-
tion on April 1 for voters to decide on the 
adoption of a new city charter. This fol-

lows the 2024 election, in which citizens 
approved the formation of a Charter 
Commission to review and update the 
existing charter, which was originally 
adopted in 1950. 
The elected nine-member Delta Charter 
Commission, with guidance from the city 
attorney, city staff and community mem-
bers, met extensively to assess necessary 
revisions, taking into account changes in 
state laws, the Colorado Constitution, 
and modern municipal governance prac-
tices. 
After thorough review, the commission 
determined that a full rewrite, rather 
than piecemeal amendments, was the 
most effective approach to streamlining 
and modernizing the city’s foundational 
document. City of Delta voters to decide 
on updated charter in special election | 
Local News Stories | montrosepress.com 

After a lot of hard work and effort by the 
citizens Commission, the City of Delta’s 
voters approved their new charter on 
April 1, 2025. 
 Let’s take a lead from our past. While 
1967 was a long time ago for some, we 
did something that Delta and others have-
n’t done in many more decades or ever. 
We, the citizens of the City of Montrose, 
deserve to have hands on involvement in 
our City’s Charter. It’s about time that the 
City Council gave it up and followed Del-
ta’s lead. Table these so called “needed 
changes” and bring to the voters a Char-
ter Commission question. It might do you 
well to open the process to those who 
elected you. 
 

Mr. White is an active citizen & commu-
nity leader as well as a business owner, 
entrepreneur, former Colorado Springs 
City Councilor and Montrose City Counci-
lor as well as Montrose Mayor. He was a 
two-term Montrose County Commission-
er and has served on many boards and 
commissions during his career. He & his 
wife are the parents of six children and 
have 10 grandchildren & one great 
grandchild. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jow9Lw6NRt0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jow9Lw6NRt0
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Special to the Mirror 
REGIONAL-Sheep have gone missing from 
the agrivoltaic Garnet Mesa Solar Array—
and the suspect is still at large! Join us for 
DMEA’s Annual Meeting on Thursday, 
June 12, 2025, for an evening of mystery, 
community fun, and prizes. This year’s 
theme: Whodunnit? 

Solve the case, win big  
You’ll receive a Clue-style game card 
when you arrive. Your mission? Use your 
detective skills to uncover who stole the 
sheep.  
 Visit six themed booths—each repre-
senting a different “room” in our co-op 
mystery—to uncover clues and eliminate 
suspects.  
 Solve it right, and you’ll be entered to 
win one of six grand prizes (announced 
during the business meeting) 
-Nintendo Switch 2 with extra Joy-Cons 
-PlayStation 5 Pro with Gift Card 

-Milwaukee electric mower & blower kit 
-Milwaukee tool combo kit 
-iPad Air with Apple Pencil Pro 

-iPad Mini with AirPods Pro 2  
Sniff out clues, and something tasty  
Delicious eats await from Bo-B-Q, Carnitas 
El Chapo, Sunny Thai, The Cod Father Fish 
& Chips, Third Bowl Ice Cream, and Polar 
Express Shaved Ice. Enjoy live music, ac-
tivities, free swag, and fun for all ages as 
you track down clues and suspects.  
Make your voice heard Member registra-
tion and in-person voting for the Board of 

Directors begins at 4:30 p.m. and closes at 
5:30 p.m., just before the business 
meeting. Mail-in ballots and online ballots 
must be received by Tuesday, June 10. For 
more information visit dmea.com/
elections  
Be there or risk being the prime suspect  
Thursday, June 12, 4:30 – 8 p.m. 
Hotchkiss K-8 School, 465 Lorah Lane, 
Hotchkiss  

 

https://dmea.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=53fb055af7e54093ef0745df3&id=5ae795899b&e=34d8019ac6
https://dmea.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=53fb055af7e54093ef0745df3&id=5ae795899b&e=34d8019ac6
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Special to the Mirror 
MONTROSE— The City of Montrose, in 
partnership with Montrose County, has 
planned a waste collection event to give 
Montrose area residents an opportunity 
to safely dispose of hazardous chemicals 
used in many household products.  
 Batteries, aerosols, fertilizer, paint sup-
plies, fluorescent light bulbs, and liquid 
fuels and chemicals will be collected dur-
ing the 2025 Household Hazardous Waste 
Event scheduled for Saturday, June 28, 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the City Public 
Works Shop located at 1221 64.50 Road.  
 Earlier this spring the city and county 
agreed to contribute funds to safely dis-
pose of all hazardous materials collected 
during the event. “In an effort to promote 
safety, beautify the community, and ex-
pand public services, the City of Montrose 
and Montrose County desire to host a one
-time combined residential Household 
Hazardous Waste (HHW) Collection event 
that will include city and county resi-
dents,” the city and county said in a joint 
statement. “The goal of this event is to 
encourage citizens to properly collect, 
handle, and dispose of common house-
hold hazardous waste materials.” 

 Volumes and quantities are limited to a 
maximum of 20 gallons of liquid waste 
material, 50 pounds of dry, granular pal-
letized, or powder waste material, and 20 

aerosol cans per customer.  
Fee Schedule: 
Batteries (Wet/Dry Cell) lithium, nickel-
cadmium (NiCd), alkaline, and nickel-
metal hydride (NiMH)  —  $5.00 per 
pound. 
Large rechargeables (gel cells)  —  $2.50 
each.   
Light bulbs (fluorescent and ballasts) Fluo-
rescent bulbs (8', 4' and shorter) $.50 
each. Compact Fluorescent Lights (CFLs) 
— $1.00 each. 
Ballasts — $5.00 each. 
Liquid Fuels (automotive fluids, degreas-
ers, mineral spirits, gasoline, kerosene)  — 
$1.00 per gallon or $.50 for smaller con-
tainers. 
Liquid Chemicals (acids, adhesives, bleach, 
caustic cleaners, oxidizers, solvents)  — 
$2.00 per gallon or $1.00 for smaller con-
tainers. 
Fertilizer (granular) Containers weighing 
five pounds or less  — $1.00. Containers 
weighing five pounds or more  —  $2.00.  
Fertilizers (liquid) Containers per gal-
lon  — $2.00 Containers less than one 
gallon  —  $1.00. 
Herbicides, Pesticides, Poisons, Insecti-
cides (liquids, must be in sealable contain-
ers)  — $2.00 per gallon or $1.00 for 
smaller containers. 
Paint (oil & latex based, primers, artist)  — 
No charge.  Paint Supplies (cleaner, thin-

ner, varnish, turpentine)  — $1.00 per 
gallon or $0.50 for smaller containers.  
Aerosols and spray paint  — $1.00 each.  
Fire Extinguishers  — $5.00 each.  
Solid grease, waxes, oils, chemicals, clean-
ers — FREE 

Stains, polyurethanes — FREE 

Stucco, plaster, drywall mud, mortar, 
grout — FREE 

Thermometers (mercury) $1.00 each.  
Flammable gas tanks propane, oxygen, 
MAPP  — small (1 lb)  $2.00 each, large 
(20 lb) $5.00 each (The contents of these 
products are not classified as household 
hazardous waste, however due to the 
methods required to safely dispose of 
the containers, they are included in this 
event.) 
The following shall NOT be collected: 
• Unidentifiable chemicals and hazardous 
wastes;  
• Non-residential household hazardous 
wastes;  
• Excessive volumes or quantities of resi-
dential household hazardous wastes rea-
sonably indicating the material was gen-
erated from a commercial or industrial 
facility;  
• Explosive or radioactive material;  
• Electronic waste  

• Biological/infectious waste  

For more information, visit CityofMont-
rose.org/HHW 

CITY AND COUNTY TO HOST HAZARDOUS  
WASTE COLLECTION EVENT JUNE 28 

 

http://www.CityofMontrose.org/HHW
http://www.CityofMontrose.org/HHW
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MICHAEL JOSEPH BERRY 

October 16, 1938 — June 2, 2025 
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COMMUNITY OBITUARIES 

JOHN "RIC" RICHARD ALFORD II 

February 14, 1956 — May 23, 2025 

JOHN RICHARD ALFORD II, ‘Ric’ passed 
away peacefully May 23, 2025, with his 
family by his side. He was 69 years old 

and had been a resident of Montrose 
since 1994. He was a Land Steward in high 
country restoring it to natural grass lands 
for grazing, retiring in 2013. 
 He was born in Fort Gordon, Georgia on 
February 14,1956, the son of Edgar Lee 
Alford and Elise Mae (Hilton) Alford. Ric 
graduated from Prince George High 
School in Prince George, Virginia in 1973. 
Joined the US Navy, San Diego, California 
in 1974. Received an Honorable Discharge 
1975. In 1978 he earned a Bachelor of 
Arts in Political Science and International 
Relations (Magna Cum Laude) from 
Georgetown University in Washington, 
District of Columbia. 
 Ric meet his wife, Teri Lynn McClemans 
in 1984 and married 1987, Newport 
Beach, California before moving to Laguna 
Hills, California. 
 He enjoyed spending time with his family 
fishing and boating on vacations to Lake 

Powell. He had a passion for the arts and 
enjoyed painting murals. His favorite was 
painting the interior of the Egyptian West-
wood Theatre in Los Angeles, California in 
1984.  Ric was one of the first Veterans to 
receive and test the Ottobock Computer 
prosthetic (leg) for the Veterans returning 
from Iraq in 2002. He assisted prosthetists 
to obtain their certification to service and 
maintain the computer legs for the Veter-
ans around the country. 
 Ric is survived by his wife, Teri, of Mont-
rose, daughter Ariel (Alford) Buchanan, 
son-in-law, Arin and two grandchildren, 
Agnus and Angus Buchanan of Montrose, 
as well as his extended family in Mont-
rose, and Washington. Half-brother, Lee 
Alford of West Virginia, half-sister, Terri 
Gusley from N.C. and many nieces and 
nephews.  
 Ric was tagged as the fun one in the fami-
ly and will truly be missed. 

MICHAEL JOSEPH BERRY, aged 86, passed 
away on June 2, 2025, at home in Mont-
rose, Colorado. Born on October 16, 1938, 
in Clondalkin, County Dublin, Ireland, to 
Patrick Gerald Berry and Nora Wimsey 

Berry.  
 Though born in Dublin, Michael spent his 
formative years in Ballymote, County Sli-
go; along with his three younger broth-
ers—Gerald, David, and Donald. 
 When Michael was sixteen, he moved to 
Surbiton, England and lived with family to 
complete his studies. In 1957, Michael 
immigrated to the United States when he 
was nineteen years old and resided in 
New Jersey and worked in New York City. 
Two years later he was drafted into the 
U.S. Army and served in Germany on the 
Czechoslovakian border for two years. 
When he returned, he lived in New Jersey. 
He met the love of his life in 1964, Carol 
“Lynne” Kecker and they were married in 
1967. 
 Michael was a man of wisdom, kindness, 
and witty Irish humor. Michael spent his 
career as a land surveyor, planning sites 
and locations with precision and care. He 
built a home for his family in West Mil-

ford, New Jersey where they resided for 
42 years before moving to Montrose, Col-
orado in 2015. Michael’s passions includ-
ed playing soccer, fishing, sailing, photog-
raphy, bagpiping, and gardening. 
 He was survived by his loving and devot-
ed wife of 57 years Lynne Berry; son Chris 
Berry, daughter Johanna Berry Wasser, 
son-in-law Nick Wasser, and grandchil-
dren Elizabeth (Betsy), Aubrey, and Sayla. 
As well as many friends and extended 
family members who will miss him dearly. 
 Michael was a Program of All-Inclusive 
Care for the Elderly (PACE) participant in 
Montrose. The organization and staff 
made it possible for Michael to live a 
pleasant and comfortable life at home. 
 A celebration of life will take place in Col-
orado, New Jersey, and in his native land 
Ireland; dates to be determined. In lieu of 
flowers, the family requests donations be 
made to the Dementia Association in 
Michael’s memory. 
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COMMUNITY  NEWS BRIEFS 

SNOW CAPPED CIDER MAKES HISTORY AT 2025 GLINTCAP 
Special to Art & Sol 
AUSTIN, Colorado – Snow Capped Cider, led by owner and head 
cidermaker Kari Williams, continues its streak of excellence by 
being named Midsize Cidermaker of the Year for the second 
consecutive year at the 2025 GLINTCAP. In an unprecedented 
achievement, Snow Capped Cider also took home 10 Best in Class 
awards, setting a new record at the competition for the most 
ever received in a single year. 
“This moment is monumental for our entire team,” said Williams. 
“To earn back-to-back Midsize Cidermaker of the Year honors, 
and hold the record for the most Best in Class awards in 
GLINTCAP history, is both surreal and humbling. These accolades 
reflect our team's relentless passion and precision, and the in-
credible quality of fruit we’re able to grow on the Western Slope 
of the Rockies,” said Williams.  
With more than 1,400 international entries from the United 
States, Spain, Japan, Canada, and beyond, GLINTCAP is widely 
recognized as the most prestigious competition in the cider in-
dustry. Judging is conducted blindly by a diverse panel of certified experts and industry professionals. 
This year’s awards bring Snow Capped Cider’s all-time GLINTCAP total to 27 Best in Class awards, the highest achieved to date. 
The cidery earned 13 total Gold medals, with 10 receiving the Best in Class, along with 38 Silver and 8 Bronze medals. 
Snow Capped Cider’s continued dominance across diverse cider styles, from heirloom blends and perry to wood-aged and special-
ty dry ciders, demonstrates both its immense technical skill and its commitment to craft. The use of historic English, French, and 
American cider apples grown at some of the highest orchards in the country sets Snow Capped apart from competitors. 
Snow Capped Cider’s 2025 Best in Class Winners:  
1.Chisel Jersey - 1st Best in Class Heirloom Cider (Sweet) 
2.Gravenstein - 2nd Best in Class Heirloom Cider (Sweet) 
3.Winesap - 3rd Best in Class Heirloom Cider (Sweet) 
4.Yarlington Mill - 2nd Best in Class Tannin Forward Cider (Dry) 
5.Winter Pear - 1st Best in Class Low Tannin Perry  
6.Porters & Perry - 1st Best in Class Fruit Cider (Dry) 
7.Blanc Mollet - 1st Best in Class Wood Aged Cider 
8.BBL Aged Kingston Black - 3rd Best in Class Wood Aged Cider 
9.Hopped Apricot - 1st Best in Class Specialty Cider and Perry (Dry) 
10.Rockie’s Rose - 3rd Best in Class Specialty Cider and Perry (Dry) 
To see the full list of awards, visit https://michiganciders.com/1640-2/. 

Snow Capped Cider continues its streak of excellence.   
Courtesy photo  

https://snowcappedcider.com/
https://michiganciders.com/1640-2/
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MIRROR IMAGES: MONTROSE PRIDE FEST 2025 

With a brief break from rain showers, Montrose’s 2nd Annual Pride 
Festival took place at Cerise Park on Saturday, June 7. Photos by B. 
Slate. 
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CARTOON BY TIM JONES 
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COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS 
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MONTROSE REPUBLICANS HOST A ‘DAY OF PRAYER FOR OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS’ 

Photo by Jodi Woodden 

MONTROSE-On Monday, 
June 2, community mem-
bers gathered at the 
Baldridge Park Gazebo, to 
lift up those who serve us 
locally and state wide.  
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It’s a well-worn 
adage: “You are 
what you eat.” For 
decades, this 
phrase has remind-
ed us that our phys-
ical health is shaped 
by what we put in 
our bodies. Eat 
well, and you nour-
ish your cells, ener-
gy levels, and lon-
gevity. Eat poorly, 
and you invite a 

host of health issues. But in the 21st cen-
tury, when our lives are steeped not only 
in food but in a nonstop stream of digital, 
visual, and emotional content, we need to 
expand that saying. We are not only what 
we eat—we are everything we consume. 
 Beyond the Plate: The Mental Diet. 
 Just as our bodies are built from proteins, 
vitamins, and minerals, our minds are 
shaped by stories, images, sounds, and 
ideas. Every podcast, TikTok scroll, Netflix 
binge, headline, tweet, and comment 
thread adds to our psychological diet. Un-
like food, which is digested and eliminat-
ed, the things we see, hear and experience 
linger in subtler, longer-lasting ways. They 
influence our thoughts, beliefs, moods, 
and behaviors—often without us even 
realizing. 
 Think about it this way: if you ate only 
processed food every day, your body 
would eventually become inflamed, le-
thargic, and unwell. Remember that film, 
"Supersize Me?” Where he did an experi-
ment and ate nothing but fast food for a 
month. It only took 30 days to destroy his 
health. If you feed your mind only fear-
based headlines, toxic social media, or 
endless comparisons, the result is mental 
and emotional inflammation: anxiety, an-
ger, low self-worth, and chronic distrac-
tion.  

 The visible consumption creates the men-
tal atmosphere we live in. And just like 
polluted air, it affects us whether we no-
tice it or not. This can be especially true in 
children. 
 The truth is especially critical when it 
comes to young people. Children and 
teens are not only physically growing—
they are cognitively and emotionally de-
veloping. Their brains are still wiring up 
key functions like impulse control, empa-
thy, and long-term thinking. During these 
formative years, what they consume 
doesn’t just entertain or inform—it 
shapes.  
 The media young people are exposed to 
can:  
—Reinforce identity and self-worth - or 
erode it. 
—Cultivate curiosity and empathy - or 
numb and desensitize. 
—Encourage critical thinking - or feed con-
firmation bias and misinformation. 
—Promote resilience and purpose - or 
contribute to depression and self-doubt. 
 For instance, constant exposure to hyper-
filtered beauty standards can distort body 
image. Violent or aggressive content can 
normalize harshness in relationships or 
dull empathy. Sensationalist or divisive 
content can polarize thinking and reduce 
nuanced understanding of the world. You 
see it prominently in Gen Z kids now. On 
the other hand, meaningful stories, music, 
art, and diverse voices can expand aware-
ness and inspire a sense of purpose and 
belonging. 
The Feedback Loop: From Individual to 
Society 

 What we consume not only shapes our 
personal realities—it collectively builds 
our cultural one. A society obsessed with 
outrage becomes reactive. A culture satu-
rated in distraction becomes restless and 
fragmented. A media landscape focused 
on fear creates a public that’s anxious and 

cynical. They say art imitates life. Music is 
a reflection of the soul. But it’s a two-way 
street. Can you imagine if Charles Manson 
wrote a catchy country song and we all 
sang it in our cars? Yikes.  
 Our individual consumption patterns be-
come a collective psychological climate. 
What trends, goes viral, or dominates 
attention often mirrors deeper societal 
values—or lacks thereof.  And the more 
we feed those dynamics, the more they 
feed us in return.  It’s a feedback loop, and 
it’s accelerating. 
Toward Conscious Consumption 

 Just as we’ve learned to read our nutri-
tion labels, avoid trans fats and eat our 
greens, we need similar literacy around 
mental and emotional consumption. This 
means: 
—Curating our media diet: Choosing quali-
ty over quantity. Prioritizing depth over 
speed. 
—Pausing to reflect: Asking not just what 
we’re watching or reading, but why, and 
how it’s making us feel. 
—Modeling intentionality.: For young peo-
ple, adults have a responsibility to demon-
strate mindful consumption and open con-
versation about what’s influencing us. 
—Diversifying your inputs: Seeking out 
different perspectives, voices and ideas to 
challenge and expand our thinking. 
 In the end, health is holistic. We can’t 
separate the body from the mind, or the 
individual from the environment. Just as 
we need clean water and nourishing food, 
we need truth, beauty, connection, and 
meaning. If we are what we eat, then our 
thoughts, moods, and relationships are 
what we read, watch, scroll, listen to, and 
engage with.  
 Our lives are shaped not only by calories 
but by content—and the choice is ours. 
Consume wisely. Create intentionally. Be-
cause we become what we consume, and 
through that, we become who we are.  

By Gia Pirelli.  
Courtesy photo. 
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MAGIC CIRCLE PLAYERS PRESENTS: HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL, JR, JUNE 12-21 

“We’ve arrived because we stuck togeth-
er; we make each other strong. We’re 
not the same. We’re different in a good 
way. Together’s where we belong!” 

By Jonathan Heath 

MONTROSE-From June 12 through 21, the 
youth of Montrose turn the stage at Mag-
ic Circle Players into East High School, a 
place where the jocks, “brainiacs,” and 
“thespians” (theatre kids) each have their 
turf, but discover there is more of life to 
experience outside of their cliques.  
 The story follows basketball team captain 
Troy Bolton (played by Kyle Whitcomb) 
who meets “brainiac” new girl, Gabriella 
Montez (played by Analise Williams) at 
karaoke, both discovering in the moment 
that they enjoy singing together. But 
there’s pressure to “stick to the status 
quo” from all directions. Coach Bolton 
(played by Max Terry) pushes Troy to “get 
your head in the game,” while Troy’s 
friend Chad (played by Matteo Curtis) and 
Gabriella’s friend Taylor (played by Brean-
na Swanson) remind the couple to stay in 
their academic and jock cliques. When 
drama teacher Ms. Darbus (played by 
Addie Howell) lets them audition for the 

lead roles in the school musical written by 
fellow student Kelldyn (played by Joshua 
Swanson), drama club stars Sharpay and 
Ryan Evans (played by Sofi Selee and Joab 
Moss) try to sabotage the couple. But as 
the story unfolds, Troy and Gabriella’s 
friends start to realize there is more to 
each of them than their cliques and “we 
are all in this together.”  
 “Thespian” Kendall Clark described the 
experience of bringing the show to the 
stage at Magic Circle:  
 “Being in High School Musical felt like 
joining a second family—assuming my 
family suddenly breaks into song and 
dance at random, which we actually do 
sometimes! I was the youngest cast mem-
ber, but everyone treated me like I actual-
ly knew what I was doing. I’ve had a blast, 
learned a ton, and didn’t trip on stage… 
yet. I grew up knowing these songs for as 
long as I can remember; singing them 
with my sister on car rides. So it’s been 
great to have a reason to sing them to 
people who WANT to hear them! Best 
experience ever!” 

 For Analise Williams (who is playing the 
role of Gabriella Montez), this was her 
first time on stage with Magic Circle Play-

ers: “My overall experience with Magic 
Circle has really been life changing. From 
my very first practice I felt such a passion 
and excitement for learning my lines, 
songs, and choreography. But I also have 
made such deep and meaningful connec-
tions with the cast and directors. I’m so 
grateful to be included in such a beautiful 
community of people and I couldn’t rec-
ommend it more.” 

 Co-Directed by Lisa Rediger and Shannon 
Rediger, High School Musical Jr is an op-
portunity to see—and be entertained 
by—the talented youth of Montrose on 
stage. Co-director Shannon Rediger said, 
“Co-directing High School Musical along-
side my Mother, Lisa Rediger, has been a 
joy and honor. I couldn’t ask for a better 
partner, crew or cast for my directorial 
debut. This show is full of beautiful har-
monies, and vibrant dances that you do 
not want to miss.” 

 Ready to get your tickets to High School 
Musical Jr? Tickets are a steal at just $15 
for adults and $10 for youth under 18. 
The show opens Thursday, June 12 at 7:30 
p.m. at Magic Circle Theatre, 420 S 12th 
St. Evening performances continue 
through Friday, June 20, with three 
matinee performances Saturday & Sun-
day, June 14-15, and Saturday, June 21. 
Full show times and tickets are available 
online at www.magiccircleplayers.com or 
by calling the box office at 970-249-7828. 

Photos of Thespians, Wildcats, Cheerleaders 
courtesy of Magic Circle Players. 

file:///C:/Users/montr/Downloads/www.magiccircleplayers.com
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ALL SAINTS ANGLICAN CHURCH  
Address: 2057 S. Townsend, Montrose, CO 
81401.  
Office Hours: By appointment.  
Contact Information: (970) 249-2451 
https:// www.allsaintsmontrose.org/ Rec-
tor: The Rev Preston Gordon, pgor-
don@allsaintsmontrose.org   
Worship Service Times: Sundays 9AM, 

Sunday Worship. Wednesdays 11AM, Mid-
week prayer and communion, Wednes-
day, Noon, Multi-denominational Commu-
nity Prayer Hour.  
All Saints Anglican Church is an Evangelical 
Anglican Church committed to the minis-
try of Word, Sacrament, and Spirit. Our 
music is a combination of traditional 
hymns, contemporary, and modern songs. 

We invite kids preschool and up to join 
our kids worship time during the 9am Sun-
day service. We would love to welcome 
you here. Following the service, join us for 
snacks and conversation. On the third Sun-
day of the month we celebrate a potluck 
meal together.  
Vision: We see Jesus Christ restoring 
hope: in us and in our world. 

MIRROR CHURCH DIRECTORY 

BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH 

Independent Baptist 
112Main St. 
P.O. Box 262 

Olathe, Co 81425 

Tuesday-Friday Phone: 970-808-1021 

www.biblebaptistchurcholathe.com 

Pastor Gabe Skillo 

Sunday School 9:15 a.m. 
Sunday  10:30 a.m. 
Sunday  6 p.m. 
Wednesday Bible Study/Prayer 7 p.m. 

CELEBRATION CHURCH 

Denomination:  Southern Baptist Church 
(SBC – Southern Baptist Convention) 
Address:  2900 Sunnyside Road, Mont-
rose, CO  81401 

Office Hours:  By appointment 
Phone: (970) 497-4925 

Email: celebrationmontrose@gmail.com 

Website:  https://
celebrationmontrose.org/ 

Worship Service Times: 9am and 10:45am 

Senior Pastor:   
Pastor Brandon Mathis 
Church Description/Mission:  Celebration 
Church makes disciples that make disci-
ples.  Our core values include the Scrip-

ture, discipleship, community, service, 
prayer, love, and unity. 
Demographics:  Multi-generational 
Celebration Kids:  (age birth to 5th grade) 
programs offered both services.   
Student (middle & high school) at 9am.   
Adult -Discipleship classes 8am and 
10:45am.   

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Denomination: Christ Lutheran Montrose 

Affiliation: Lutheran Church Missouri Syn-
od 

Address: 1980 N. Townsend Ave., Mont-
rose, CO  81401 

Contact: 970-633-0226 

Website: www.montroselutheran.org 

Email: montroselutheran@gmail.com 

Pastor: Tim Onnen 

Worship: Sundays at 9 AM 

Sunday School and Adult Bible Class at 
10:15 AM; Women’s Bible Study Fridays at 
9 AM. At Christ Lutheran Montrose you will 

find friendly people gathered in a welcom-
ing environment being comforted and en-
couraged by the forgiveness and love of 
Jesus, and sharing that with one another. 
 We are a small congregation of seniors 
and middle-aged, sprinkled with young 
children and teenagers. 

Continued next pg 
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COVENANT HEBRAIC FELLOWSHIP 

Denomination affiliation.  No affiliation 

Address Office hours N/A 

Contact: 720-951-9941, 
office@ccfmontrose.net, 
www.ccfmontrose.net 

Name of current Senior Pastor. Led by 
elders 
Worship service times.  Noon on Satur-
days. Children’s Church will be offered as 
needed. 
Covenant is a Hebraic roots community 

that studies the Torah as well as the rest of 
Scripture. We learn about the Hebrew 
roots of the language and believe that the 
Lord's feasts are for today. We are pre-
dominantly made up of older folks, but 
have some young blood, too. 

COMMUNITY SPIRIT CHURCH 

United Church of Christ (UCC) 
Address: 504 N. 1st Street (HAP Building) 
Office hours: Call or text for appointment 
Phone: 970-765-7070 
Email: spirit@communityspiritucc.org 

Website: communityspiritucc.org 

Current Pastor: Rev. Wendy Kidd 

Worship service: Sundays at 11am 

Mission: Our commitment to a more inclu-
sive and accepting world is steadfast, and 
we will continue to work towards a future 

where everyone can live freely and au-
thentically. 
Demographics: We are a small congrega-
tion of mostly adults and seniors, however, 
we are always ready to welcome families 
and children. 

CHRIST’S CHURCH OF THE VALLEY 

Name of Church: Christ’s Church of the 
Valley  
Denomination Affiliation: Non-

denominational Christian Church/Church 
of Christ 
Address: 10 Hillcrest Plaza Way. Mont-
rose, CO 81401 

Office hours: Tuesday & Wednesday 9am-

noon and by appointment. 

Contact information: 
Phone: 970-249-0530 

Email: CCVMontroseCO10@gmail.com 

Website: ccvmontrose.org 

Name of current Senior Pastor: Ken Law-
rence 

Worship service times: 10:30 a.m. 
Mission: Christ’s Church of the Valley is a 
loving and welcoming church whose pur-
pose is to help people to know and grow 

in our Lord Jesus Christ to the glory of 
God. 
Description: CCV is a multi-generational 
church family. While we are currently pre-
dominately seniors, we are becoming 
more multi-generational. 
Sunday School & Childcare:  CCV has 
adult Sunday School at 9 a.m. and Youth 
Church during the 10:30 a.m. worship 
service. 

mailto:pgordon@allsaintsmontrose.org
mailto:pgordon@allsaintsmontrose.org
http://www.biblebaptistchurcholathe.com
https://celebrationmontrose.org/
https://celebrationmontrose.org/
http://www.montroselutheran.org
mailto:montroselutheran@gmail.com
javascript:parent.OpenNewWindow('/Mondo/lang/sys/Forms/MAI/compose.aspx?MsgTo=spirit%40communityspiritucc.org&MsgSubject=&MsgCc=&MsgBcc=&MsgBody=',600,500)
http://communityspiritucc.org/


FIRST CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE 

Denomination: Church of the Nazarene 

Address: 705 South 12th Street 
Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 9 am-

Noon and by Appointment 
Contact Information: Office Phone 970 249
-9213, mncfirst@gmail.com, 
www.montrosenazarenechurch.org 

Pastor: Buddy Cook 

Services Sunday: Worship 10 AM, Adult 
Bible Study 11:30 AM Worship includes age
-appropriate children's ministry during 
adult worship. 
Wednesday: Prayer Boot Camp - 7 PM 

Mission Statement: Montrose First Church 
of the Nazarene exists to make Christlike 

disciples in Montrose Colorado and around 
the world. 
Demographics: Our church consists of old-
er and younger people. We have younger 
families with children and young teens and 
older adults as well.  We also support the 
work of Calvary Ranch Colorado and its 
addiction recovery ministry. 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  
MONTROSE 

Affiliation: Presbyterian 

Address: 1840 E Niagara Rd. Montrose 
CO. 81401 Office Hours: M-Thu 9AM - 
12PM  

Contact: 970-249-4732, in-
form@fpcmontrose.com, 
www.fpcmontrose.com  

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Jesse G. Mabanglo  
Worship Service times: 9:30AM,  
We strive to encourage, challenge and 

support one another through spiritual 
growth, worship, and service in our com-
munity, country, and world. We also en-
courage children and youth to grow their 
relationship with Christ through our chil-
dren and student ministries.  

MIRROR CHURCH DIRECTORY  From previous pg 

HILLCREST CONGREGATIONAL UNITED 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Denomination affiliation: United Church 
of Christ 
Address: 611 South Hillcrest Drive, Mont-
rose, CO 81401 

Office hours: By appointment 
Contact information: 

Phone number: (970) 249-9047 

Email address: office@montroseucc.org 

Website: montroseucc.org 

Current Pastor: Rev. Wendy Kidd 

Worship service times: Sunday, 10 a.m. 
Hillcrest Congregational UCC is a welcom-
ing, open and affirming church, open to all 
no matter who you are or where you are 

on life's journey. 
Church demographics: HCUCC welcomes 
all ages to worship with 
us.  (predominately family, youth, seniors, 
singles) 
We offer inter-generational worship with 
a children's "prayer-ground" and activity 
packets. A cry room is also available. 

MONTROSE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Denomination Affiliation: United  
Methodist 
Address: 19 S. Park Avenue Montrose CO. 
81401 

Office Hours: M-Thu, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
Contact Information: 970-249-3716, 
office@montroseumc.org, mont-

roseumc.org 

Current Senior Pastor: Rev. Kevin Young 

Worship service times:  
8:30 a.m. Sanctuary & Virtual 
9:45 a.m. Christian Education & Fellowship 

11 a.m. Sanctuary   
Montrose UMC is a leader in being fully 
inclusive, loving, and just servants of 

Christ. Our church family welcomes people 
from various cultural and faith back-
grounds: single, married, remarried, with 
or without children, from diapers to den-
tures.  
  Wherever you are on your spiritual jour-
ney we invite you to come discover hope, 
joy, peace, purpose.  

ROSEMONT BAPTIST CHURCH 

Affiliation: Southern Baptist 
Address: 1598 E. Niagara Road, Montrose, 
CO 81401 

Office Hours: Tues-Thurs, 9am-4pm 

Contact information: 
Phone: 970.249.4887   
website: www.RosemontBaptist.org 

email: office@rosemontbaptist.org 

Senior Pastor: Rolland Kenneson 

Worship Service Times: Our engaging and 
relevant Sunday Worship Service is at 

10:45 AM. We also have Bible Study for All 
Ages Sunday mornings at 9:15 AM. We 
provide a professionally-staffed nursery 
throughout both.  
Rosemont Baptist's desire is to passionate-
ly bring people face-to-face with the life-

changing power of Jesus Christ.  
We are a multigenerational church from 
different walks of life who love Jesus, love 
each other, and love our community. Eve-
ryone comes dressed in whatever is com-
fortable. We love meeting new people no 

matter what stage of life they are in.  
Children's services: We have a fun Sunday 
School for children from four years old 
through youth. We provide Children's 
Church during the Sunday Worship Ser-
vices where children four years old 
through 9 years can learn to be worship-
pers of Jesus.  
 We provide a nursery for children under 
four years old with paid staff providing 
excellent care during Sunday Morning Bi-
ble Study and Worship Service.  

Continued next pg 
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MONTROSE MISSION OF THE ORTHODOX 
CHURCH 

Affiliation: Orthodox 

Meets: 2057 S. Townsend, Montrose, CO 

81401 and Cimarron Creek Clubhouse.  
Worship Services: The Montrose Mission 
of the Orthodox Church meets every Sat-
urday night at 7 PM at All Saints Anglican 

Church for Vespers, and we currently 
meet only on the third Sunday of each 
month for Divine Liturgy in Montrose at 
9:30 AM at the Cimarron Creek clubhouse.  

mailto:mncfirst@gmail.com
http://www.montrosenazarenechurch.org
mailto:inform@fpcmontrose.com
mailto:inform@fpcmontrose.com
http://www.fpcmontrose.com
mailto:office@montroseucc.org
http://montroseucc.org
mailto:office@montroseumc.org
http://montroseumc.org
http://montroseumc.org
http://www.RosemontBaptist.org
mailto:office@rosemontbaptist.org


SPIRITUAL AWARENESS CENTER 

Denomination affiliation: Independent 
Spiritual and Interfaith Community 

Address: Services at Lions Park Communi-
ty Building, 602 N. Nevada, Montrose 

Office hours: Tues-Fri, 9 am to 4 pm, 
Home Office – 970-252-0908 

Contact information: Rev. Dr. Arlyn Mac-
donald, 
970-252-0908, arlyn@spiritaware.org, 
www.spiritaware.org 

Name of current pastor: Rev. Dr. Arlyn 

Macdonald, Senior minister; Rev. Ruby 
Salaz, 
Assistant Minister. Spiritual Counseling 
available.  
Worship service times: In-person Sunday 
Unity Service at 11 a.m., (Social Time be-
gins at 10 a.m.); Quiet Meditation at 10:30 
a.m. Virtual Afternoon Service on Zoom at 
2:00 p.m., 2nd Sunday of each month; Chai 
Chats, a Wednesday morning midweek  
informal spiritual gathering at 10:30 a.m. 
at Pun Hill  Himalayan Restaurant, Mont-

rose; Everyone is welcome. The Spiritual 
Awareness Center is an interfaith spiritual 
community welcoming spiritual seekers 
and people of all faiths, providing a safe 
place to explore and nurture the individu-
al’s unique connection to the Divine 
through Unity services, classes, family and 
community projects. People of all ages are 
welcome.  
 There are currently no Sunday School or 
nursery services provided but craft sup-
plies are available for youth. 

MIRROR CHURCH DIRECTORY  From previous pg 

VICTORY BAPTIST CHURCH  
OF MONTROSE 

Denomination Affiliation: Independent 
Baptist 
Address: 2890 N Townsend Ave., Mont-
rose, CO 81401 

Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8am-12pm 

Contact Information: Phone (970) 249-

6874; email at info@vbcmontrose.org; 
website: vbcmontrose.org 

Current Pastor: Roland Kassales 
Worship Service Times: Sunday School at 
9:30am, Sunday AM Service at 10:30am, 
Sunday PM Service at 6pm, Wednesday 
Night Service at 6:30pm (all services in-
clude childcare) 

Victory Baptist Church exists to exalt God, 
edify saints, and evangelize the lost. 
Demographics: Victory Baptist serves eve-
ryone with age-appropriate classes, 
groups, and activities. Families with chil-
dren make up the majority of VBC with 
young adults, singles, middle-aged cou-
ples, and seniors comprising the rest.  

Church Directory 

Mirror Editorial Staff 

MONTROSE-As a way of serving the faith 
community in Montrose, the Montrose 
Mirror is in the process of establishing a 
Church Directory. If your congregation or 
fellowship would like to be included in 
the directory, please supply the following 

information to the Montrose Mirror: 
Name of church 

Denomination affiliation  
Address Office hours 
Contact information (phone number, 
email address, website) 
Name of current Senior Pastor 
Worship service times 

Please give a one sentence description of 
your church and its mission in the Mont-
rose community. 
Brief description of your current church 
demographics (predominately family, 
youth, seniors, singles).  
Do your church services include Sunday 
School and childcare? 
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ST. STEPHEN'S ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Denomination: Anglican-Reformed  
Episcopal Church (REC) 
Address: 2405 Sunnyside Road, Montrose 

970-249-4868 

Contact: ststephensmont-

rose@yahoo.com 

www.ststephensmontrose.com 

Rev. Dec. Garrett Agajanian 

St. Stephen's is a community of caring 
Christians rooted in the godly traditions of 
the past, focused on the challenges of the 

present, hopeful for the future, continuing 
in the Faith once delivered to the saints, 
using the 1928 Book of Common Prayer. 
Sunday: Holy Communion10 am.  
Fellowship following service.  
 Children’s nursery available (unstaffed). 

mailto:arlyn@spiritaware.org
mailto:info@vbcmontrose.org
http://vbcmontrose.org
mailto:ststephensmontrose@yahoo.com
mailto:ststephensmontrose@yahoo.com
http://www.ststephensmontrose.com
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http://www.cimarroncreekcommunity.com/
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MIRROR IMAGES: OUT & ABOUT 

Above, an old cabin on the Ranger Road. Photo by Harry Switzer. 
 

 

 

Below, an appreciative crowd turned out for the Montrose Summer Music 
Series on Friday, June 6. Photo by B. Switzer. 

Mountain Man Dan Deuter at the June 7 Community 
Day celebration at the Ute Indian Museum. Photo by 
B. Switzer. 



WOMEN’S GIVING CLUB DONATES TO WEST END FAMILY LINK 

COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS 
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At right, The Employees and the Board of directors want to thank the Women's Giving Club for the wonderful donation last 
week. Photo by Doris Van Ness. 

https://moovingcompany.com/
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ONGOING-  
COLUMBINE QUILTERS meet at Welcome Home Alliance Warrior Resource  Center,  4 Hillcrest Plaza Way  Montrose.  1st Saturday 
except for July at 9 am. 
FRIENDSHIP QUILTERS meets at the Montrose County Events Center, 4th Thursday Jan - Oct, 3rd Thursday Nov - Dec, 9am.  
HEALING COLLECTIVE OF WESTERN COLORADO-Every 1st and 3rd Tuesday of the month from 12-1pm the Healing Collective of 
Western Colorado meets at 220 N Stough Ave. It is open to all wellness providers in the area who would like to collaborate with and 
learn from other local practitioners. 
MONTROSE FARMERS MARKET (970) 249 0705 Centennial Plaza, 433 S. 1st St. Montrose, CO 81401 
www.valleyfoodpartnership.org. Year-Round Farmers Market, Saturdays 9am-1pm (Summer), every other Saturday 10am-1pm 
(Winter). Accepts SNAP and Double Up Food Bucks.  
MONTROSE ALTRUSA-1st Tuesday of the month Program meeting; 2nd Tuesday of the month committee meeting; 3rd Tuesday of 
the month Business meeting. Meetings are held at the Field House on the corner of Colorado Avenue and Rio Grande Avenue at 
Noon. 
FREE THINKERS meet 1st Sunday of the month for information call 970 417-4183 

BOSOM BUDDIES BREAST CANCER SUPPORT GROUP, Wednesdays noon-12:45, 645 S. 5th Street  
MONTROSE HISTORICAL SOCIETY meets 1st Wednesday of the month @ Montrose Events Center, 1036 No 7th Street  7 pm   (970) 
249-2085 www.montrosehistory.org 

MONTROSE AREA WOODTURNERS Montrose Area Woodturners meet second Saturdays 9 am.  Chapter of the American Associa-
tion of Woodturners.  For location and information contact: Al Head 970-209-0981 or aheadaviation@outlook.com 

NURSE FAMILY PARTNERSHIP-Breastfeeding Support Group on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of every month. An infant scale will also 
be available to check your baby's weight. Breastfeeding Support Group (Bring your questions and your family!) Montrose County  
Event Center  (1036 North 7th Street Room 3) 10am - 12pm. Questions? Please call 970-252-5015. 
BINGO EVERY FRIDAY, SATURDAY, SUNDAY at 7pm at the American Legion Post 24 Olathe doors open at 5:30. Sunday Bingo will 
start at 1:30pm. More info call Tom 970 260 8298. 
MONTHLY  
June 12-21-Magic Circle Players Youth Theatre presents High School Musical Jr. Full show times and tickets are available online at 
www.magiccircleplayers.com or by calling the box office at 970-249-7828. 
June 13-Whisper in the Alleys: A Haunted History Tour for Adults Friday 13th of June. This exclusive after-hours event is designed 
for adult thrill seekers ready to explore what lurks in the darkened alleys of downtown Montrose. Tickets cost $25.00 per per-
son.  RSVP by calling 970-249-2085 or emailing info@montrosehistory.org  (the ticket price includes appetizers and the guided tour 
with the local historian; drinks are not included.)  The tour begins at the Montrose Historical Museum at 6 pm on Friday June 13. 
June 13-14-Friday, 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. | Saturday, 8 a.m. – Noon. Annual Rummage Sale. Hillcrest Congregational United Church of 
Christ (611 S Hillcrest Dr, Montrose, CO 81401). Proceeds benefit the HCUCC Women’s Union and disaster relief in St. Louis. Please 
bring your own bag(s) to the sale. 
June 14-Annual Cobble Creek Garage Sale, 8am-2pm. 
June 19-Sofia Talvik at The Healthy Rhythm Art Gallery in Montrose, Thursday, June 19 - 7:30 PM. 33 N. Uncompahgre Avenue: +1 
323-270-6284. www.healthyrhythm.net 
Sept. 13-14-The highly anticipated Tribute to Aviation, Montrose Regional Airport’s signature event, is officially scheduled for Sept. 
13-14, 2025. As one of the largest static aircraft displays in the western United States, Tribute to Aviation will showcase both mili-
tary and civilian aircraft. For more information, please contact Vendla Stockdale at vstockdale@montrosecounty.net or 970-964-

2479 or visit www.tributetoaviation.com 

SAVE THE DATE! LOCAL EVENTS CALENDAR 
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WET JUNE WEATHER: LATE SPRING RAINS OR EARLY MONSOON? 

CB Williams snapped this 
photo of Slight flooding 
at the corner of Ogden 
and S. Townsend Satur-
day afternoon.  

http://www.montrosemirror.com
https://www.montrosemirror.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/Xeriscape-Vegetation-Guide-3.12.23.pdf

