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‘EMBOLDENED BY A SYSTEM WITH NO OVERSIGHT’
Judicial disciplinary procedures will now be heard by independent hoard

EST 1833

www.montrosecounty.net
' | & (]

www.scottsprinting.com

By Steve Middendorp
REGIONAL-A new statistical analysis involving the
signees of a petition against Colorado judges finds
that the 7th Judicial District is one of the worst dis-
tricts in the state for requiring children to spend time
with a parent who is a documented abuser.
The Mirror has reported about a Denver protest
regarding a mother, Rachel Pickrel-Hawkins, who
was jailed for refusing to comply with court-ordered
i “reunification therapy” with the father who was ac-
cused of sexually abusing his three daughters and

—_ nearly drowning his son in a pool.
Judges in the 7th Judicial District, above, have faced The protest organizers had also gathered 250 signa-
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Alpine Bank

www.alpinebank.com
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‘ public backlash after repeatedly ignoring documented tures of individuals who feel wronged by the way

instances Ofchi’d abuse. Now that Amendment H, which judges have handled custody disputes in ColoradO.

M O N T R O S E eStabZShed "’Li';de,pe;'de”“;”d"f"”’;ev"e""’dlf"_";‘z;.wfsl_ The Denver Gazette reported about a survey of those
passed overwhelmingly on election day, judicial discipli- . ... . .
who signed the petition. When a child was listed on
REGIONAL HEALTH A0 R N TX - B il u R A el T & P . .
a personal protection order, judges removed the

preme Court to an independent board. Photo by Harry .
www.montrosehealth.com Switzer. child from the order 70 percent of ORI LT PE]

: BOARD OF EDUCATION VOTES TO RETAIN INDEPENDENT
nupsilltheztes.com CHARTER SCHOOL REVIEWER TO ASSIST IN MCA REVIEW PROCESS

M Q‘ = By Caitlin Switzer

N1 T - i -
) \ORRIS'PH]LLI PS MONTROSE-AIl directors were present as the Mont
REA ESTATI

rose County School District RE-1J Board of Education
gathered for a regular meeting at District Offices on
www.norris-phillips.com Tuesday, Nov. 12. Those in attendance included
Board President Sarah Fishering (District E); Vice
President Steve Bush (District G); District A Director

A

® Neisha Balleck; District B Director Ted Valerio; Dis-
CIMARRON CREEK trict C Director Alice Murphy; District D Director Tom
T West, and District F Director Jody Hovde.

Fishering opened the meeting and led in reciting the — .
https://cimarroncreekcommunity.com/  Pledge of Allegiance. The Board voted to approve the [ RE-1J direct?rs were present for the Nov. 12 regular
meeting agenda. Despite the livestream failing early
o on and needing to be restarted, the board worked
H‘ddm briskly through a business agenda that finished with an Executive Session.
STUDENT SPOTLIGHT
Lm The November School Resource Officer (SRO) Award winner was Olathe High School Senior Evan Eddy. Ed-

dy was present, but his award certificate appeared to have been misplaced. RE-1J PIO

Continued pg 14

https://thehiddenlakecommunity.com

MHS, OHS Students Get Ready for Peru: Lauren Hall Ruddell, Ph.D: Your Red Hawks Sports Coverage:
By CB Williams! Brain on Nature-Dark Night! By Cliff Dodge!
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UPDATED GUIDELINES FOR LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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Dear Readers:

We appreciate your letters! We like reading
and hearing opinions from all perspectives. We
are sharing herewith our updated guidelines:
In the past we have had one rule, to be imple-
mented at the editor’s discretion. We are now
including two more suggested “Rules” for
letter writers.

RULE 1. The Dead Horse Rule has been in place
from the start of the Mirror. This is somewhat
self-explanatory, but there are times when
something has been said so many times it can
run afoul of the “Dead Horse Rule,” in which
case we will inform the writer.

RULE 2. While there are always exceptions, a
letter can often say what needs to be said in
one page or less. Our pages are 8.5 X 11, we
use a 10 pt Calibri font; letters that are roughly
800 words fit well within this suggested guide-
line.

RULE 3. Please limit repetitive mud-slinging to
avoid bumping up against Rule 1. Also, in the
case of those writing to intentionally discredit
a public official or candidate for public office,
please provide a link to the source of your alle-
gation if possible. Unsourced, unproven allega-
tions are not credible, and could in fact be un-
truths.

Finally, opinions expressed in letters and com-
mentary are those of the authors themselves,
and do not reflect the views of the Montrose
Mirror or editorial staff.

Thank you,

Caitlin Switzer,
Montrose Mirror Editor

THE MONTROSE MIRROR

Published every Monday since 2010 in Montrose, Coloraddta a readership of over 20,000 residents of Western

Colorado,

We encourage contributions
publisher.

For additional information and advertising opportunities,
please contact:

Editor@MontroseMirror.com

970-275-0646

www.MontroseMirror.com
www.Facebook.com/MontroseMirror
www.Instagram.com/MontroseMirror

www, Twitter.com/MontroseMirror

Copyright © 2010 - 2024. All rights reserved.
permission of the publisher.

<
A

»

and commentary. Submitted content may not necessarily reflect the opinion of the

MEMBER OF THE
ONLINE NEWS
ASSOCIATION

Contént may not be reprinted, distributed, or re-used withiout the




The Montrose Mirror November 18,2024

Page 3

[[ ] Community Conversations:
| Housing Needs

Tuesday,
November 19—6 PM
Montrose Regional
Library

The Montrose Library is partnering with
Tri-County Health Networks for a series
of Community Conversations this fall to
discuss pressing issues facing Montrose
alongside community leaders. These
conversations will take place at the
library meeting room, and will cover
such topics as demographics, climate,
housing, and mental health. Email Sara
at srinne@montroselibrary.org for
more information.

MONTRO

ISE REGIONAL

320 S 2nd, www.montroselibrary.org

Mon-Thurs 10-7, Fri 10-6, Sat 10-5, Sun 1-5,
(970)249-9656, Option 3.
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MONTROSE NEIGHBORHOOD
WATCH TO MEET NOV. 20

Special to the Mirror

MONTROSE-On Wednesday, Nov. 20 at 5pm, the Mont-
rose Neighborhood Watch group will be meeting in the
Community Room at the Police Department, 434 S First
Street. This is a NEW TIME and there are many opportu-
nities for residents to become more involved. All activi-
ties are under the direction of the Montrose County
Sheriff's Office. Get involved, stay informed. Call 970-
252-4499 for more information.
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS

LET'S THINK OUT OF THE BOX, GET MAXIMUM BANG FOR OUR BUCK

Dear Editor:

| have heard that there are a few options to build a new school on properties at a different location than our current one.

I understand that the ground on which our current high school stands has some kind of a covenant on it restricting it to education-
al purposes. Think how wonderful it would be to have a full campus of Colorado Mesa University in town instead of the here and
there facilities which they are now using.

If the city bought the current location from the school system and sold it to Colorado Mesa University, CMU could rebuild it into a
fine, attractive campus and quadrangle as most universities have. That would be very attractive to students who are looking for a
slightly less urban experience. It would bring to our town some of the advantages that a full college town has. It would be an ex-
ceedingly clean form of economic development for us.

The school district would then have a pot of money to put toward their new buildings and campus. Since they would be starting
from scratch, the cost of a new facility should be much less than it would be if they have to tear something down to build anew. |
would think that if the city can put together something of the magnitude of Colorado Outdoors, this should be an easy undertaking
for them.

We have two years until they come back to us with a new plan for a new school. Let's think out of the box and get the maximum
bang for our buck.

Rick Bleier, Montrose

BLACK FRIDAY & SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY
After Thanksgiving

9 am to 4pm

Hosted at the

Aj},‘»f‘}:\ Gifts of canned > ‘ " oz

MONTROSE PAVILION goods much appre- FOOD BANK
B X ciated to support '
EVENT CENTER Sharing Ministrics
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TEACHING
STUDIO

drogonf Vil

CREATIVE

631 SHERMAN ST
RIDGWAY, CO

ABOUT US Gelli Plate

. . o Printed Cards g8
We are a teaching studio specializing

in fiber arts, or textiles, such as sewing,
knitting, ice dyeing, and pattern design.

OFFERINGS

® [n-Person Classes

12/19
e Custom Classes A Cozy
Q(v)llahoruli'(m
® Open Studio Time 5 ;f"f) el

e Studio Space Rental

LEARN MORE AT

CREATIVE COMMUNITY 1
LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED \RAEAIONIN[G (TR g


http://www.dragonflycreativeart.com/
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS

WINTER HAS ARRIVED IN COLORADO - IS YOUR VEHICLE READY?

Special to the Mirror feel a bit unprepared. With another round State Patrol urges all drivers protect them-
COLORADO-After mild temperatures just ~ of weather on its way, it is essential that  selves and others on the road by being
days ago, winter weather is hitting every  all drivers anticipate snow, wind and icy prepared for the winter weather.

region of the state, and many drivers may conditions across Colorado. The Colorado Take time today before the next round
hits to make sure your vehicle is properly

Make Integrated Dermatology |rsimeisinie

-Before your drive, monitor local weather

of Montrose your skincare alerts. |
A 2 t -Check website https://www.cotrip.org/
destination of choice!

home for information on road closures in
the area.

* g . L. -Clear your car of snow and ice before
Prov’d,ng Safe, SOphIStlcated departing to your location. Do not leave
care featuring_- snow on the roof or let any snow cover

windows or mirrors.
« Precancer & Cancer Screenings -Make sure your vehicle's tires are all
a . oL s 3/16” tread depth.
; Skm: Nall, & Hair Disease Treatment -Check your windshield wipers and wind-
& Ma nagement shield wiper fluid. Replace your wipers

and replenish your vehicle with windshield

Spencer Haﬁmér, - Non-Invasive Repair of Damaged Skin | wiper fluid if needed.

g . -Check your battery and make sure it is
PA-C . MOHs Surgeries functioning.
' - Cosmetic Procedures -Electric and Hybrid Vehicles should
. charge up as cold temperatures drain the
- TeleDerm Appointments battery.
. . . -And, as a reminder to professional drivers
parkmg Lot Check-Ins - all commercial vehicles should be carry-
- Monthly Specials ing chains.

In addition to ensuring their vehicle is in
good condition, drivers should also bring
extra clothing, snow boots, blankets, and
food and water.

Extreme conditions and require motorist
to shelter in their vehicles for extended

Carly Routzahn,

o IN TEGRATED periods of time. It is also recommended
3480 Wolverine Dr. that drivers carry a power bank charger
Suite F DERMATOLOGY of Montrose | for their phones.

Montrose cO Let's keep ourselves safe this winter by

Call today at 970-252-7444 or visit us at; | 28 prepared for the roadway. Taking

time to prepare your vehicle can make a
www.lntegratedDermutologyofMontrose com | pig difference.

Western Colorado M TPI0
AFFER Farm & Ranch Brokers |
Burton Bullington (970) 596-4744
- John Fowle (970)417-1666 Sl
ﬁ www.SHAFFER.land cESp

I ARM & RANCH



http://www.shaffer.land/
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.cotrip.org%2Fhome/1/010101932b686eea-eb560703-7405-444d-9f5f-9e9eb93ef3d2-000000/6D1lEC_1MupMNQMuubvu3UX7jb0XvY2wDphuRL-Hs1s=379
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.cotrip.org%2Fhome/1/010101932b686eea-eb560703-7405-444d-9f5f-9e9eb93ef3d2-000000/6D1lEC_1MupMNQMuubvu3UX7jb0XvY2wDphuRL-Hs1s=379
http://www.integrateddermatologyofmontrose.com/
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901 6530 RD. *3211 « MONTROSE, CO 2104 STRATFORD DR. *B * MONTROSE, CO

~ The
ﬁ Real Estate Store 500 E. Main « Montrose, CO 81401 « www.The-RES.com

LESLIE GORE, CRS DIANE HAYNES, CRS

Associate Broker Associate Broker %
C:970-275-3195 C:970-596-3521 =
0:970-249-7653 0:970-249-7653 Carbfing
LeslieGoreRealtor@gmail.com DianeHaynes@outlook.com ki

DianeHaynesRealtor@gmail.com
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS
SEASONAL BIG GAME GATE CLOSURES

ON THE NORWOOD AND OURAY RANGER DISTRICTS

Special to the Mirror

NORWOOD— The Grand Mesa, Uncom-
pahgre and Gunnison (GMUG) National
Forests will begin their annual seasonal
closure of big game wildlife gates on the
Norwood and Ouray Ranger Districts Dec.
1.

These closures are intended to reduce
human interactions with elk and other
wildlife during winter months.

“Elk need to conserve energy to survive
the harsh winter months,” said Norwood
and Ouray Ranger District’s Wildlife Biolo-

gist, Kara Berggren. “By reducing human
activity in their winter habitat, we can
help minimize stress on the animals at a
time when they are particularly vulnera-
ble.” Big game wildlife gates will be closed
on the Norwood and Ouray Ranger Dis-
tricts from Dec. 1 through April 15. Most
gates affected by the closure are clearly
marked with black and white signs stating,
“No motorized vehicles to protect big
game winter range.” Visitors are asked to
respect these closures to protect critical
wildlife habitat. Individuals who are found

to violate the wildlife closures are subject
to citations and fines.

For additional information, contact the
Norwood Ranger District at (970) 327-
4261 or the Ouray Ranger District at (970)
240-5300.

For information and updates on current
fire restrictions, conditions, and recreation
opportunities on the Grand Mesa, Uncom-
pahgre and Gunnison (GMUG) National
Forests, visit the forest website. Connect
with us on social media (X (Twitter) and
Facebook).

Experienced, Educated, Certified, Smart

4

) o~

-

The following certifications can be found at

The Real Estate Store

Certified Residential Specialist (CRS)
Graduate Realtor Institute (GRI)

A

P

Senior Real Estate Specialist (SRES)

Resort & Second Home Property Specialist (RSPS)

At Home with Diversity Certified (ATWD)

Short Sales and Foreclosure Resource Certified (SFR)

Certified Pricing Strategy Advisor (PSA)

GREEN Certilied (GREEN)

Wouldn't you feel more comfortable
using a broker with both the
education and experience for your
Real Estate Transaction?

Personal, Professional, Property Brokers

£ B

r

The
Real Estate Store

500 E. Main St. Montrose, CO 81401

Military Relocation Professional (MRP)

Accredited Buyer’s Representative (ABR)

®
®
©
@
o
®
e REO Certified (REO)
-]
L J
®
L J
L J

Seller Representative Specialist (SRS)

(970)249-SOLD (7653) Office
www.the-RES.com


http://www.the-res.com/
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http://
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https://www.fs.usda.gov/gmug
https://twitter.com/gmug_nf
https://www.facebook.com/GMUG.NF/
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' Celebrating our 30th year! M ]

s 1LNULULY
THANKSGIVING DINNER ’

Friendship Hall
w« Thursday, November 28, 2024
o 12:00 PM - 3:00 PM

28a

You are invited to a free Thanksgwmg dinner
with all the trimmings. Everyone is welcome!

Donations are appreciated, but not required. Donate online
or mail your check to PO Box 3540, Montrose 81402.

If you wish to volunteer, call 970-318-6724 or sign up online.
We are very happy to offer delivery to our home-bound
neighbors. Please request delivery by noon on Wednesday, ,
November 22 by calling 970-318-6759 or signing up anlme" %

MontroseCommunityDinners.com

MONTROSE

Commuanily Dinnes
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS

LET'S GO FOR THE UPPER 207%

Editor:

Reference the Mirror article regarding MHS ranking in the upper 50% achievement level, coupled with our recent ballot selection
for a new high school building.

It brought back a vivid memory.

The first time | brought home a "C" grade on the report card to my parents, my Dad asked me if | knew what a "C" grade really
meant,

Of course, | did not. He let me know that a "C" made me the smartest of the dumbest, and the dumbest of the smartest,
I never forgot. Let's go for the upper 20% starting now!
Ron Smith, Montrose

GiovannaDesigns.myshopify.com
O ‘ 7
@giovannadesigns2

Giovannadesigns2@gmail.com

-
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havalornecgryahoo.com AnnStaleyfeaor@gmail com sarawoodwardrealonigmad.com

kerivanarsdalereabargomal com



http://www.norris-phillips.com/

The Montrose Mirror November 18,2024 Page 2

Shop Small & Make
A Mighty Difference!

Support small business by shopping local this holiday season
with an Alpine Bank Loyalty Debit Card. Every time you use it,
we donate a dime to nonprofits right here in Colorado.

Request your card today!

Alpine Bank debit cards are available with no annual fee to individuals with an Alpine Bank checking account.

alpinebank.com a AI pi n e B a n k Member FDIC
4d b



https://www.alpinebank.com/personal/personal-checking/loyalty-emv-debit-card.html?utm_source=ab-partner-site&utm_medium=banner-ads&utm_campaign=san-juan_Mirror_banner-ad_DebitCards_shop-local_298&utm_content=small-business
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DUNCAN ACCEPTS SCHOLARSHIP TO ATTEND COLORADO MESA UNIVERSITY

‘un‘n_n Niiy
1 .

Joe A S \ i . Ellie Duncan as she prepares to sign her
' ~ W B WRR" | scholarship paperwork.
= = WNERICre adl\ e % P pap

actually pretty great. | ended up going to
a Mesa soccer camp. They seemed to like
what they saw, then a tour of the campus.

The Duncans, L-R Adam, Yesenia, Ellie and sister Mia. Photo by Cliff Dodge. Then | got to go into the locker room and
hang out with their team before one of

By Cliff Dodge Duncan described her soccer journey. “I  their games and watch the game from the
MONTROSE-Montrose High School Senior was born here in Montrose. | loved soccer sideline. Then they made me an offer and
Ellie Duncan has accepted a soccer schol-  from the time | could kick the ball around | accepted it very quickly because | was

arship to attend Colorado Mesa University the back yard. | started playing for the excited to play soccer for the Mavericks.”
next fall. Ellie Duncan, surrounded by Avalanche and then | went up to Grand Elle’s course of study has not yet been
family, friends and soccer teammates Junction RDC when | was in 7" grade. determined. She mentioned nursing as
gathered in the cafeteria for the signing Then | played for the Montrose Red Hawks well as education and teaching as possibil-
ceremony on Wednesday, Nov. 13. soccer team. | played four years from ities. She will have plenty of time to work
Duncan said, “l am looking forward to freshman to senior, this year being my that out as she begins her college career.
having a final season with my Red Hawks  final year before going off to college.” The Mesa soccer program has been very
teammates, making the most of it and Ms. Duncan then described the recruit- successful over the past couple of years
attempting to qualify for another trip to ment process that landed her with the and Elle is ready to do whatever is needed
the state tournament. Mavericks. “The recruiting process was to advance the cause.

December 10

COLORADO

GIVESDAY

Presented by

ColoradoGivesDay.org


http://www.coloradogivesday.org/
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BOARD OF EDUCATION VOTES TO RETAIN INDEPENDENT CHARTER SCHOOL

REVIEWER T0 ASSIST IN MCA REVIEW PROCESS From pg 1

PIO Matt Jenkins said, “We’ll get Evan his
certificate.”

Montrose High School athletes Elijah
Womack and Aiden Grijalva spoke about
the football team, and invited the board
and Community to the first state playoff
football game on Nov. 16 at 1PM.
COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS
Earning Altrusa Apple Awards were John-
son Elementary School Teacher Nikki
Thompson and Northside Elementary
School Teacher Scott Severson.

The KREX Golden Apple Award for Octo-
ber was awarded to Montrose High School
Science Teacher Emarae Garcia, and the
KREX Golden Apple Award for November
was awarded to Pomona Elementary
School Teacher Amanda Connelly.
DONATIONS
Centennial Middle School received a dona-
tion in the amount of $3,500. from Mont-
rose Oral Maxillofacial Implant Surgeons
for the shop program.

The Montrose High School Cross Country
team received a $1,000 donation from Lou
and Dawn Winkler
The San Juan Healthcare Foundation do-
nated $1,350. to offer the Virtual New Me
Puberty Program through the Denver Mu-
seum of Nature & Science to MCSD
5th grade students.

Donations were designated to Montrose
High School Athletics in Memory of Joe
Fassler:

-Cindy and Michael Rogers $150
-Jeanne and Jerry Troshynski $100
-Juliana and Michael Myers $50
-Jodi and Dale Lonker $50
QUARTERLY FINANCIAL REPORTS

Re-1J Finance Director Emily Imus report-
ed on the first quarter of the 2024-2025

FF ER

l ARM & RANCH

.,HA

school year, by fund and by investment.

BOARD ADVISORY COMMITTEE UPDATES
The District Accountability Committee
held a meeting and will meet again on
Dec. 3. District A Director Neisha Balleck
and District C Director Alice Murphy both
serve on the DACC.

Murphy said, “We went through the ru-
bric with the proposal for the charter
school, each section...the DACC will come
up with a recommendation on what they
think should happen.”

Balleck asked about the DACC recommen-
dation process, and whether they were
able to make a recommendation with con-
ditions.

The board spent time in discussion.
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT-DEFERRED
MAINTENANCE
Facilities Director James Barnhill discussed
maintenance, grounds, and the 2024-2025
Deferred Maintenance Allocation Plan.
Following a detailed presentation of the
District’s deferred maintenance needs,
Barnhill said that there are 90 open work

unanimously to contract services with
CACSA as an expert charter school applica-
tion reviewer.

CONSENT AGENDA

With Items No.1 and No. 6 pulled for fur-
ther discussion, Directors voted to ap-
prove Consent Agenda items including
Personnel Report.

NEW BUSINESS-ITEMS PULLED FROM
CONSENT AGENDA

The Board voted to deny a request by Dis-
trict A Director Neisha Balleck to amend
the minutes of the Oct. 8 regular meeting,
and voted to approve Minutes from the
October 8 Regular meeting, October 21
Special Meeting and October 22, 2024
Regular meeting/Work session minutes.
The Board of Education voted to approve
Consent Agenda Item 6 after further dis-
cussion, contracting with ProCare Therapy
for a Mild/Moderate Teacher at Johnson
Elementary for the 2024-25 school year.
ENROLLMENT REPORT

Finance Director Emily Imus presented the
Enrollment Report. District Enrollment is

orders. Maintenance positions are difficult
to fill. “We keep pushing on...that’s where
our money goes.”

COMMUNITY INPUT

There was no community input.

OLD BUSINESS

The Board of Education considered wheth-
er to contract services with Colorado Asso-
ciation of Charter School Authorizers
(CACSA) as an expert charter application
reviewer for Montrose Classical Academy
(MCA).

Joining the board virtually for the discus-
sion was CACSA Executive Director Mac-
kenzie Khan, Ed.D.

Following the discussion, the Board voted

Western Colorado
Farm & Ranch Brokers
Burton Bullington (970) 596-4744
John Fowle (970)417-1666
www.SHAFFER. land

presently 5,080 students, which is 20 stu-
dents fewer than the previous month and
74 students fewer than there were last
year at this time.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

The Board voted to enter Executive Ses-
sion “for discussion of the purchase, ac-
quisition, lease, transfer, or sale of any
real, personal, or other property interest
to include the following individuals: all
Board members present this evening, Dr.
Stephenson, Mr. Pavlich, Ms. Imus and
Mrs. Laird, to discuss district property
planning per C.R.S. 24-6-402(4)(a).”

The Board of Education will meet again
for a special meeting on Tuesday, Nov. 19.

Since 1990



http://www.shaffer.land/
https://go.boarddocs.com/co/montrose/Board.nsf/files/DARQX96B66F5/$file/FY2425%20Quarterly%20Report%20-%201ST%20QTR.pdf
https://go.boarddocs.com/co/montrose/Board.nsf/files/DARQXB6B6840/$file/Qtrly%20Investments%20FY2425%201ST%20QTR.pdf
https://go.boarddocs.com/co/montrose/Board.nsf/files/DATSHF72BE6C/$file/Maintenance%2024-25.pdf
https://go.boarddocs.com/co/montrose/Board.nsf/files/DATSV972DCBE/$file/2024-25%20Deferred%20Maintenance%20Allocation%20Plan.pdf
https://go.boarddocs.com/co/montrose/Board.nsf/files/DATSV972DCBE/$file/2024-25%20Deferred%20Maintenance%20Allocation%20Plan.pdf
https://go.boarddocs.com/co/montrose/Board.nsf/files/DAXQSB6AAE87/$file/Personnel%20Report%2011-12-24%20Revised.pdf
https://go.boarddocs.com/co/montrose/Board.nsf/files/DA6R8Q6CCA9D/$file/2024%20October%208%20Regular%20Business%20Meeting%20.pdf
https://go.boarddocs.com/co/montrose/Board.nsf/files/DABQ2R6738C6/$file/2024%20October%2021%20Special%20Business%20minutes.pdf
https://go.boarddocs.com/co/montrose/Board.nsf/files/DABQ2R6738C6/$file/2024%20October%2021%20Special%20Business%20minutes.pdf
https://go.boarddocs.com/co/montrose/Board.nsf/files/DABQ2R6738C6/$file/2024%20October%2021%20Special%20Business%20minutes.pdf
https://go.boarddocs.com/co/montrose/Board.nsf/files/DABQ2T673A7A/$file/2024%20October%2022%20Regular%20Meeting.Work%20Session%20minutes.pdf
https://go.boarddocs.com/co/montrose/Board.nsf/files/DABQ2T673A7A/$file/2024%20October%2022%20Regular%20Meeting.Work%20Session%20minutes.pdf
https://go.boarddocs.com/co/montrose/Board.nsf/files/DAQNQR6112B5/$file/Lisa%20Visca%20-%2011.04.2024%20-%2005.23.2025%202024-10-25%20copy.pdf
https://go.boarddocs.com/co/montrose/Board.nsf/files/DARQWX6B5B31/$file/Enrollment%20for%20November%202024.pdf
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2948 OUTLOOK RD., - MONTROSE, CO 81401

NEW LISTING!

$669,900 - MLS 819403

- PROPERTY FEATURES - o

| 4 Bedrooms | 2 Bathrooms | + Loft/Den | Real Estate
| 2,313 Sq. Ft. | RV Pad/Parking | Floor Radiant Heat |
| Flagstone Fire Pit Area |

HOLLY HENSLEY
. 970-208-4689
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A story of love and learning
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Map of the area in Peru the students

teachers will tour. Courtesy image.

by CB Williams

MONTROSE-Immersion: This approach to
teaching a second language and literacy
development has proven itself to be the
most successful school-based language
program model available, according to the
Center for Advanced Research on Lan-
guage Acquisition (CARLA).

“I can teach you Spanish,” Montrose High
School Spanish teacher Lidia Bond ex-
plains, “but you have to have your own
life experiences — use the language, eat
the food, dance — to really learn.

“Not like watching YouTube videos,” she
said with a smile.

Bond knows that immersion students
typically achieve higher levels of language
proficiency when compared with students
in other types of language programs, be-
cause, as a native Spanish-speaker from
Peru, she experienced immersion learning
firsthand.

It is a challenge to keep up with Bond
when she is speaking, she is very quick
and concise with a beautiful lilt to her
voice. “I grew up in Peru and received my
teaching license there,” she said, “That is
where | met my husband.” Her husband
Brian is a geologist, graduate of the Colo-
rado School of Mines, who was working in
South America.

“He said he was looking for gold and he

\ o\ > / \ Uros & Taquile Islands

! | |
~'-{.v~_‘: # Imerul | 8}
dents fvwm the Spanish clud
= Mate gour help with U u

Pictured are, from left, Yuliana Almanza, senior; Carissa Trask, junior; Kacy
Stewart, junior; Delilah Day, freshman; Jordyn Simo, junior; Taylor Gibson,
senior; with MHS Spanish teacher Lidia Bond. Not pictured, but joining the
group are Evie Sherman, junior; Natalie Trask, freshman; Samantha Priest,
junior; Amy Priest, Montrose middle school teacher; Adrian Almanza, Olathe
High School, junior, and OHS Spanish teacher Carla Hernandez. Photo by CB
Williams.

found me!” she said with a wink and a
grin.

She was teaching in Peru when they met
and their first child was born there, son
Brian Bartholomew. Then, in January
1998, husband Brian was transferred and
they ended up moving from Tacna, Peru
to Ann Arbor, Mich. — about 4,266 miles
from her home.

Oh, and she spoke very little English.

“I had legal papers, because we were
married,” she said, “but | had no family,
no friends, no parents, no job there.” She
said she was fortunate to have help, par-
ticularly from her husband’s parents. She
was presented with one of those first-
generation language translators and a big
dictionary.

To learn English, she said she watched a
lot of Sesame Street, read bilingual books,
and had a lot of support people around
her.

“It was scary,” she said, and although she
had a teaching license in Peru, she had to
go back to college to get her U.S. profes-
sional license.

“] was sent angels,” she said. And the

Bonds had daughter Brianna born in 2003.

Bond said she first taught ESL (English as
a second language) math and science. And
she continued to be a life-long learner,
earning not one but two masters degrees.

Later she moved on to teaching Spanish.
She said her students always have appre-
ciated that she teaches castellano — the
Spanish language originating in the Castile
region of Spain, which under the Spanish
constitution is the official language of
Spain.

Though she adjusted well to her new
country, Bond'’s love for her birth country
of Peru runs deep, and she always has a
yearning to visit it and her family. She said
she returns annually. Fortunately for her
students, she knows they will learn much
more by visiting Spanish-speaking coun-
tries, and for many years she has gathered
up students and adults each year, alterna-
tively visiting Peru and Spain.

In her earlier teaching days, Bond put
together the itinerary for the trips and
made arrangements herself. Now she sets
up the tours through Explorica by
WorldStrides, a company based in Char-
lottesville, Vir., that specializes in educa-
tional tours throughout the world.

Continued next pg
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Senior Yuliana Almanza pours hot choc-

olate during the final MHS regular sea-
son football game. Photo by CB Wil-

Who's heading to Peru?

The current tour group, affiliated with the
MHS Spanish Club, will be traveling to Pe-
ruJune 3-12. It includes 10 students and
three adults, and Bond said the main focus
will be to learn how to communicate in
Peru, and to see how people live.

Those attending from Montrose High
School are Yuliana Almanza, senior; Caris-
sa Trask, junior; Kacy Stewart, junior; Deli-
lah Day, freshman; Jordyn Simo, junior;
Taylor Gibson, senior; Samantha Priest,
junior; Evie Sherman, junior; Natalie Trask,
freshman; Amy Priest, Montrose middle
school teacher; and Bond. Olathe High
School Spanish teacher Carla Hernandez
and Adrian Almanza, junior, are also set to
make the trip.

They will leave from Denver to Lima, Peru,
and from there will meet up with their
24/7 tour guide. They will tour Lima, then
fly to Cuzco for a sightseeing tour, and
make their way to the Sacred Valley, Ma-
chu Picchu, Cuzco and Lake Titicaca. They

will cruise around the Uros Islands and
Taquile Island where they will go hiking
and visit with indigenous Uros families.

Learn more about their trip at
www.explorica.com/bond-8802.

High school and college credit is available
through this accredited tour company,
Bond said, as well as continuing education
credit for teachers.

“It’s a big place,” she said with a smile,
“We have free iPads here—they don’t.”
Bond said the students will see llama and
alpaca farms, ruins from ancient peoples
and will see clothing and agriculture prac-
tices they do not see here in the U.S.
According to research, immersion stu-
dents who begin as English-only speakers
consistently develop native-like levels of
comprehension, such as listening and
reading skills, in their second language.
They also display fluency and confidence
when using it.

The students will experience culture that
has been traced to 12000 BCE, and see
ruins dating back many thousands of
years. In Lima, they will be in the city Lima,
where historians place the start of higher
education in the Americas in 1551. They
will learn of the democratic representative
government of the Republic of Peru, at the
same time seeing spectacular sites.

That is the immersion Bond and Hernan-
dez hope to attain for their students.

Hernandez, Olathe teacher who taught
Spanish for three years at MHS, was on
the 2023 trip to Spain with Bond.

“It’s super important for students to know
and experience the culture,” Hernandez
said, “in the classroom we can just do so
much.”

She said she saw a big change in students
who were on the trip to Spain. Some were
first-year Spanish students and were un-
decided if they wanted to continue or not
“A lot of them decided to continue their
language education,” Hernandez said. Stu-
dents who continue their education set
themselves up for fluency in Spanish,
which can lead to a seal of biliteracy, high
school and/or college credit tested on
their ACT.

The seal of biliteracy also can lead to an
advantage on a resume when applying for
jobs in the future.

“When | was in high school, | did not get

this opportunity,” Hernandez said, “now |
have visited nine countries.”

She said these trips give students living in
the small community of Olathe — and
those from Montrose — to have a peek
into the world through a school-affiliated
safe environment.

One of the students who was on the Spain
trip said she really gained an appreciation
for the Spanish culture, and really im-
proved her use of the language.

How will students pay for such an experi-
ence?

The trip to Peru will include round-trip
airfare from Denver, eight overnight stays

in hotels, all meals, full-time services of a
professional tour director, visits and tour
diaries, and local guides, buses and bus
drivers (and their tips). And it runs about
$4,200 per student. Cost for adults is a few
hundred dollars more.

Bond said students and their parents are
responsible to cover the cost of their trip.
The school administration and community
are very supportive, but it is up to individ-
uals to cover the costs.

So, they are busy working and fund-
raising.

Senior Yuliana Almanza said along with
attending high school, she has two jobs,
and she also can be seen working the con-
cession area at the football games. The
Peru trip students sold baked goods, hot
chocolate and cider during the last fresh-
man/JV and varsity games, and hope to
set up a table at the MHS football playoff
games.

“My parents have encouraged me to take
this trip before | go off to college,” Yuly
said, “and it’s important to me to actually
see the culture — how they actually live —
and I’m looking forward to seeing the is-
lands on Lake Titicaca and the people who
live in the area.” So, she gladly serves the
hot chocolate, knowing there will be a
great reward.

“If we're able to see how they live, it will
help us get a better understanding of their
living conditions,” she said, “I’ve heard
that living conditions are not all good.

“Maybe I can help in a small way —in find-
ing ways to help them.”

Yuly is planning to study elementary edu-
cation — or perhaps

will focus on human Continued next pg
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services — either at Colorado Mesa Univer-
sity in Grand Junction or the University of
Northern Colorado in Greeley.

She said her parents told her she should
not pass up the opportunity to take this
trip, because they are there to support
her now, and this might be a once in a
lifetime chance.

Senior Taylor Gibson, who along with
attending school works part time at Back-
street Bagels, is looking forward to the
trip and to college. She plans to attend
Colorado Mesa University to study busi-
ness.

“This can only improve my Spanish,” she
said, jokingly. Then seriously turned to
help customers lined up for goods. Taylor
said she does not intend on continuing her
study of Spanish in college, but never say
never.

Taylor’s mother, Christine Mitchell, is
backing Taylor all the way. She thinks this
will be eye-opening for her daughter.

“I hope she learns independence and a
respect for our culture,” Mitchell said,
“and the culture of the Peruvian people.”
Raising money is work, and these stu-
dents are prepared to do it

“Raising the money is unfortunately a little
harder in a small community like Olathe,
but they are supportive there,” said Her-

nandez.
She said in
Montrose
there’s a
bigger
crowd and
the kids
are work-
ing hard.
“They’re
baking all
the
goods,”
she said,
as well as
preparing
the hot

chocolate
and cider
with their
teachers.
The group plans to set up a table during
the Montrose Parade of Lights, Dec. 7 at
5:30 p.m., hopefully near the Main Street
McDonald’s. (The hot chocolate in particu-
lar has been a hit on cold nights.) And
there will be other fundraising activities
throughout winter and spring.

Bond said besides raising funds for the
trip, they are also looking for transporta-
tion to Denver.

The MOOving
Company

Junior Kacy Stewart and Senior Taylor Gibson get ready to help serve
lines of customers at recent football game. Photo by CB Williams.

Airline costs are significantly less for
flights leaving from Denver, rather than
Montrose.

If anyone would like to help the students
financially, Bond said, they can write a
check to the MHS Spanish Club and put
“Peru Trip” in the memo line, then drop it
off at the front desk of the high school.

For more information, contact Bond at
lidia.bond@mcsd.org.
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This Is For Our Children!!

Join Us On November 19" To Support
Montrose Classical Academy!

MCA will be a tuition-
free, public charter
school, serving ALL
children who apply.

This is a public meeting with the Montrose

School Board, who will determine the fate of
this charter school application.

Speaking in support of MCA is encouraged.

Nov. 19 - 6:00 p.m. - 930 Colorado Avenue
All Are Welcome...Children Included!
www.montroseclassical.org


http://www.montroseclassical.org/
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Items most needed for clients.

m= ¥ R -

e Shampoo/Conditioner

e Bodywash
* Razors

O e Toothpaste/Toothbrush O
e Deodorant ~

Feminine Hygiene Products

* Depends ¢
Laundry Soap O
O- Dish Soap

O Katie (970) 240-8385 office@sharingministries.com
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PRICE
IMPROVEMENT

COMMERCIAL
PROPERTY
FOR SALE

LIVE HERE /
WORK HERE

715 S Townsend Avenue
Montrose, CO 81401

IMPROVED MLS# 815782 4
PRICE ABOUT THE PROPERTY

Once a charming local café from 1987 - 2007, with a residence that

$320 OOO then became a permanent residence, this property has non-stop
d visibility on Townsend Avenue and offers a wealth of potential for a

new owner. There are two ADA compliant bathrooms and one full

bath. With ramp accessibility at the entrance, there are plenty of

options to make small offices or a live/work situation. Being located

near the high school brings plenty of foot traffic for an eating

establishment! AND on and off street parking is also available,

PROPERTY Y 2ADA compliant Bathrooms

¥ 1 Full Bathroom A o pe

FEATURES v Ramp Accessibility O&J&FG%Z
v Non-Stop Visibility BROKER ASSOCIATE
7 1,6195q. Ft.

500 E Main Street, Montrose, CO 81401 CALL TODAY

Phone: (970) 249-7653 (970) 275-3195
Lesliegorerealtor@gmail.com

Web: www.the-res.com



mailto:lesliegorerealtor@gmail.com

The Montrose Mirror November 18, 2024

Page 23

‘EMBOLDENED BY A SYSTEM WITH NO OVERSIGHT’ From pg 1

the time to allow contact with the alleged-
ly abusive parent.

There were cases in which the parent was
criminally charged with abuse and the
child disclosed parental abuse in forensic
interviews. In 90 percent of those cases,
the judge removed the child from the pro-
tection order so the child could spend
time with the abusive parent. Half of those
surveyed had their parental time restrict-
ed or revoked even though the other par-
ent had been criminally charged with
abuse.

The report includes several concerns re-
lating to a number of judicial districts in
Colorado and was presented to the gover-
nor, the attorney general, the state su-
preme court, and the state court adminis-
trator office. It suggests policy proposals,
including the implementation of Al to en-
sure Colorado judges are complying with
the legal requirements related to custody
cases involving child abuse.

The report also suggests a fast-track pro-
cess to protect children from abuse with-
out going through the “nearly impossible”
standard of proving “imminent threat.”
The report suggests magistrates should
receive mandatory trauma-informed train-
ing as they handle 90 percent of family
court cases. Judges and magistrates
should be investigated and receive a sus-
pension when involved in a case where a
child has been murdered following dismis-
sal of credible abuse accusations.

A new motion was filed in the San Miguel
County District Court that alleges personal
relationships between CPS case workers
and a Ouray father with documented sex-
ual abuse. The case was the subject of a
Propublica story by Hannah Dreyfus last
year that implicates Chief Justice D. Cory
Jackson of the 7th Judicial District. The
mother has filed for a motion to change
venues to the 2nd judicial district alleging
several conflicts of interest within the sev-
en-year court battle. The motion states,
“Father has personal relationships with
nearly all of the parties that were tasked
with investigating allegations of abuse by
Father to the child throughout this case.”
The motion first mentions the father’s

lawyer Amy Ondos, who represented him
in the family court for two years while she
also served as the president of Dolphin
House. During the same time period, it
was Dolphin House that conducted foren-
sic interviews with the child regarding
abuse and neglect. The court motion calls
this conflict “clear impropriety” that was
never disclosed, but uncovered by the
mother’s research and due diligence.

The court motion goes on to say,
“Father’s other conflicting relationships
include, but are not limited to, San Miguel
County caseworkers Jennie Thomas (CPS),
Mary Kelly (CPS), Carol Friedrich (Director,
San Miguel County DHS), Linnea Edwards
(CPS), Officer Norman Squire (San Miguel
County Sheriff’s Office (SMCSO), and Dep-
uty Dan Covault (SMCSO).”

Thomas allegedly omitted the father’s
admission that he sexually assaulted a
four-year old when he was 16 years old.
Thomas joined the father in therapy ses-
sions and hired Dr. Susan Coykendall to
test and evaluate the father. Coykendall is
the wife of then Chief Judge Steven Patrick
who resigned from the position earlier this
year. Judge Jackson is now the chief judge
of the 7th district and recused himself
from the case upon accepting the new
role. Judge Patrick served as Judge Jack-
son’s marriage officiant, and the two re-
portedly have a close relationship.

Dr. Coykendall said she has a “creep-o-
meter” and the father was “so far down at
the bottom of it that it wasn’t even, it
wasn’t a concern.” Coykendall said there
were no red flags with the father despite
his admitted history of sexual abuse.

The court motion goes on to say,
“Thomas engaged in collusive acts with Dr.
Coykendall for the benefit of Father’s case
and gaining custody of the child while
acting as a neutral caseworker for DHS.
Even after Thomas left her position as a
case worker, she has continued to counsel
Father on how to use the CPS system to
his advantage, going so far as to instruct
him to make repeated false CPS reports
against Mother.”

Thomas, the former CPS caseworker in
guestion, also happens to be the counse-

lor at the child’s school, the child’s math/
social skills teacher, and is listed by the
father as the child’s emergency contact.
The court motion accuses the San Miguel
DHS of systemic bias based on the leader-
ship of former director Carol Friedrich,
who has professional ties with Ondos and
is married to Dennis Friedrich, who served
as a mediator in this case. The motion
states, “Under Friedrich’s direction, DHS
dismissed credible medical reports of
abuse and undermined Mother’s efforts to
document [the child’s] injuries, resulting in
biased conclusions that prioritized Fa-
ther’s interests over [the child’s] safety.
Norman Squier of the San Miguel County
Sheriff’s Office (SMCSO) has a close per-
sonal relationship with the father and was
assigned the role of investigating child
abuse claims. Squier allegedly failed to
make a report when the child disclosed to
Squier that his father hit him with a stick.
Deputy Dan Covault allegedly dismissed
claims of abuse and failed to investigate
mandatory reports from National Jewish
Hospital, Children’s Hospital Colorado, and
the child’s pediatrician. Then Ridgway
Marshal Tammy Stroup asked Deputy
Monty English to conduct an investigation,
and English determined there was enough
evidence to press charges against the fa-
ther.

In response to the report, Deputy Covault
disregarded English’s determination and
attacked the mother. The investigative
report from English “disappeared” from
the case files. The motion said Covault’s
current role as undersheriff compromises
the integrity of future investigations.

The motion further stated, “These en-
trenched conflicts, all within the 7th Judi-
cial District, directly violate multiple Colo-
rado statutes and professional ethical
standards, including C.R.S. § 19-1-307
(mandating neutral child welfare investi-
gations), C.R.S. § 18-8-111 (requiring
truthful reporting), the Colorado POST
Code of Ethics, and IACP Ethical Stand-
ards.”

The Mirror interviewed Tina Swithin, the
founder of One Mom’s Battle, about the
parental alienation industry that has

Continued next pg
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turned parental abuse claims back on the protective
parent.

In response to the latest news, Swithin said, "l have
been advocating for family court reform for over a dec-
ade and have a front row seat to the crisis in the Colora-
do family court system. This case first hit my radar in
2023 and it illuminates the collusion and corruption that
so many protective parents face in family court pro-
ceedings. Colorado has come under an intense spotlight
as a result of rogue judges and other professionals who
are emboldened by a system with no oversight. This
case should outrage citizens in Colorado and beyond."
Amendment H to establish an independent judicial re-
view board passed overwhelmingly on election day.
This will move the judicial disciplinary procedures from
the Supreme Court to an independent board. Proceed-
ings will be transparent--and the public will be aware
when formal charges are filed against Colorado judges.

Montrose Regional

Crime Stoppers

See Something? Say
Something!

4

Report Anonymously at:
(970) 249-8500

P3 mobile app
p3tips .com

If your tip results in an arrest...
You could receive a cash reward!

& MONTROSE

REGIONAL HEALTH

Welcomes

DR. MARK STAMPEHL

BOARD CERTIFIED CARDIOLOGIST

Medical School

Saint Louis University
School of Medicine
Saint Louijs, MO

Internship/Residency
Baylor College of Medicine
Houston, TX

Fellowship

Baylor College of Medicine
Houston, TX

Office

MRH Cardiology Clinic
300 S. Nevada Ave,
Montrose, CO 81401
(970) 252-1020

Now Accepting
New Patients
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Where Qualit:,
Meets Affordability

Hidden Lake Community in the
Uncompahgre Valley below

majestic San Juan mountain
range. Beautiful “lock & leave”
community. Move-in-ready,
owner occupied homes with
curb appeal & upgrades.

Peaceful, relaxing, breathtaking
views. Minutes from Montrose
and close to Ouray & Telluride.

Amenities
Fishing Lake
Basketball/pickieball courts
Dog Parks
Enclosed playground w/zipline

Community Center

Most Homes Include

Refrigerator, range, microwave,
dishwasher, washer/dryer
connection, 2-Car Parking Pad,

8' x 16" deck under 20" awning, lawn
maintenance, sprinkier system.

62650 LaSalle Road, Montrose CO 81401

970-615-9412 Open Mon-Sat 8am-5pm

julie@thehiddenlakecommunity.com
www.thehiddenlakecommunity.com

MEET MONTROSE

Beautiful Western Colorado
community-elevation of 5,794
feet-is nestled within easy
reach of a vast selection of

experiences. Plummeting
depths of Black Canyon

National Park to the east;

towering, majestic San Juan
Mountains to the south;

Expansive Uncompahgre

Plateau to the west, lake-
bejeweled Grand Mesa to the
north; Montrose Rec Center
(the newest, largest recreation
center on the Western Slope)
and expansive water sports
park right in the middle of
town. Montrose is surrounded
by an endless variety of

prospects for exploration and
adventure. A little something
for everyone-shopping, fishing,
biking, photography, camping,
swimming, motorsports-you
get the idea!


http://www.thehiddenlakecommunity.com/
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS

BLM RELEASES FINAL SUPPLEMENTARY RULE
FOR CANYONS OF THE ANCIENTS NATIONAL MONUMENT

Special to the Mirror

CORTEZ — The Bureau of Land Manage-
ment (BLM) has finalized a supplementary
rule that will guide the visitor experience
in Canyons of the Ancients National Mon-
ument. The final rule focuses on pro-
tecting public health and safety and pre-
venting resource damage and addresses
recreational sporting activities, camping,
travel management, and collecting of geo-
logical and biological materials on nearly
175,000 acres of BLM-administered public

lands in Dolores and Montezuma counties.

“Last year, more than 98,000 people
from all over discovered the public lands
and world-class resources of Canyons of
the Ancients, including popular sites such
as Lowry Pueblo and Sand Canyon,” said
Monument Manager Ray O’Neil. “In most

cases, the final rule applies only to public
lands that receive the highest levels of
visitor use or where sensitive archaeologi-
cal resources are present.”

The rule will facilitate the implementa-
tion of management decisions approved in
2010 as part of the Canyons of the An-
cients National Monument Resource Man-
agement Plan (RMP).

The rule implements the RMP decision to
authorize transportation on designated
routes in the Monument to provide rea-
sonable access while protecting CANM’s
resources. In addition, the rule prohibits
recreational target shooting (although
hunting is still allowed), camping in ar-
chaeological sites, and the collection of
materials without a permit or appropriate
written authorization and limits campfires

indma’s boarding house.

Wallflowers Grow is the coming of age story of a shy,
verted, 12-year-old girl. A 1960’ latch-key kid, Gail's mom
d to let her leave her home-alone existence and live in her

GAIL MARVEL
Montrose Author & Reporter

to fire pans and formal fire rings.

The Final Supplementary Rule for Canyons
of the Ancients National Monument in
Dolores and Montezuma Counties, CO will
publish in the Federal Register on Novem-
ber 14, 2024. For further information, con-
tact Supervisory Staff Law Enforcement
Ranger Tyler Fouss at (970) 882-1120.

The BLM manages more than 245 million
acres of public land located primarily in
12 western states, including Alaska, on
behalf of the American people. The BLM
also administers 700 million acres of sub-
surface mineral estate throughout the
nation. Our mission is to sustain the
health, diversity, and productivity of
America’s public lands for the use and
enjoyment of present and future genera-
tions.

Ny

elly Boarding House, located in rural southeastern Colorado,
me to male pensioners and Social Security recipients who
elves were loners and had nowhere else to go.

Where Wallflowers Grow
is available online at
Amazon.com and

wingedpublications.com.


https://www.amazon.com.mx/Where-Wallflowers-Grow-Coming-Age/dp/B0CP1KM7QW
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.UZpIK3OHxhvgCHxOayL9s8YUPfLbcagQSnI5lIXQ6VYaVooyzBZYvsvKnQ-2FUaDQAKylGGp7HCDc05WFZL8xf-2BMwXmZH8Rs1eHC8QTT-2FPgpE-3D7SY9_pIbxPfpDI69aAybPrpOfg9WSkAmXyYYH258xH8Em9CVIBZpT6bBjQDlAdRb-2Bo-2Fzz1Qvb-2FpFAH
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.UZpIK3OHxhvgCHxOayL9s8YUPfLbcagQSnI5lIXQ6VYaVooyzBZYvsvKnQ-2FUaDQAKylGGp7HCDc05WFZL8xf-2BMwXmZH8Rs1eHC8QTT-2FPgpE-3D7SY9_pIbxPfpDI69aAybPrpOfg9WSkAmXyYYH258xH8Em9CVIBZpT6bBjQDlAdRb-2Bo-2Fzz1Qvb-2FpFAH
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.UZpIK3OHxhvgCHxOayL9s8YUPfLbcagQSnI5lIXQ6VYaVooyzBZYvsvKnQ-2FUaDQAKylGGp7HCDc05WFZL8xf-2BMwXmZH8Rs1eHC8QTT-2FPgpE-3D7SY9_pIbxPfpDI69aAybPrpOfg9WSkAmXyYYH258xH8Em9CVIBZpT6bBjQDlAdRb-2Bo-2Fzz1Qvb-2FpFAH
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS

MARILLACHEALTH COMPLETES TRANSITION FOR THE PIC PLACE WITH NEW SIGNS

Special to the Mirror

GRAND JUNCTION — MarillacHealth has announced the successful transition now of The PIC Place in
Montrose, Colorado, by replacing the exterior signage with MarillacHealth. Earlier this year, Maril-
lacHealth announced the acquisition of The PIC Place and temporarily renamed the Montrose clinic to
The PIC Place, a Marillac Health Clinic. Now, the company has officially renamed the Montrose Clinic to
MarillacHealth, making it one of eight locations Marillac operates in serving Mesa and Montrose Coun-
ties. The Montrose community will see the PIC Place building signage, marketing materials, and website
renamed to MarillacHealth. You will still find the same great staff and the same convenient location,
now with a new name.

“Our nonprofit, community health center offers a comprehensive range of primary healthcare services
to residents, regardless of their income or insurance status. Our model of integrated care is patient cen-

tered, bringing medical, behavioral health and dental together in one location”, says Dan Prinster, Board QUL Ll [2
Chair for MarillacHealth. Courtesy photo.

Everyone is welcomed to these clinics and new patients are accepted. Call 970-200-1674 for more in-
formation and to schedule an appointment.

CHANGING NEEDS?

At a certain stage of life- many people are
ready to make a change. To downsize their
home, or simply choose a community that
better suits their new lifestyle, interests,
and needs. Sounds familiar? If you're ready
to make a move, | invite you to call me
today. | specialize in helping folks make the
most from the changes and choices they
have at all stages of life. I'd love to do the
same for you.

Call or text me today to learn more. | am
here to help; | am your local Senior Real
Estate Specialist!

Michelle Klippert | SRES
Broker/Owner i5
C: 970-275-3016 O: 970-249-7653

michelleklippertrealtor@gmail.com %

Y =

" 3
M| Real Estate Store SRES

Wwre T (AR e Dage

500 E. Main St. Montrose, CO 81401



mailto:michelleklippertrealtor@gmail.com
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS

DELTA HEALTH EARNS AN ‘A’ HOSPITAL SAFETY GRADE FROM THE LEAPFROG GROUP

Special to the Mirror

DELTA- Delta Health earned an “A” Hos-
pital Safety Grade from The Leapfrog
Group, an independent national nonprofit
watchdog focused on patient safety. Leap-
frog assigns an “A,” “B,” “C,” “D” or “F”
grade to general hospitals across the
country based on over 30 performance
measures reflecting errors, accidents, inju-
ries and infections, as well as the systems
hospitals have in place to prevent them.

“l am incredibly proud of our Delta Health
team for earning an “A” in Hospital Safe-
ty,” said Jonathan Cohee, MHA, OT, Delta
Health Chief Executive Officer. “Our Quali-
ty and Patient Safety Departments have
done a phenomenal job continuing to
raise the bar for standard of care for Delta
Health patients. They have remained com-
mitted to providing the highest quality of
care that our community can trust, and
this grade exemplifies their dedication to
that mission.”

“Achieving an ‘A’ Hospital Safety Grade is
a significant accomplishment for Delta
Health,” said Leah Binder, president and
CEO of The Leapfrog Group. “It reflects
enormous dedication to your patients and
their families, and your whole community
should be proud. | extend my congratula-
tions to Delta Health, its leadership, clini-

—

Delta Health earned an “A” Hospital Safety Grade from The Leapfrog Group. Courtesy photo.

cians, staff and volunteers for their tireless ed States. This program is peer-reviewed,

efforts to put patients first.”

The Leapfrog Hospital Safety Grade
stands as the only hospital ratings pro-
gram focused solely on preventable medi-
cal errors, infections and injuries that kill
more than 500 patients a day in the Unit-

fully transparent and free to the public.
Grades are updated twice annually, in the
fall and spring. To explore Delta Health’s
full grade details and to find valuable tips
for staying safe in the hospital, visit Hospi-
talSafetyGrade.org.

8500

ANONYMOUS

Download The APP. P3 TIPS (34

MONTROSE REGIONAL

CRIME STOPPERS

see something, say something



https://www.hospitalsafetygrade.org/
https://www.hospitalsafetygrade.org/
http://hospitalsafetygrade.org/
http://hospitalsafetygrade.org/
https://www.hospitalsafetygrade.org/
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V\"lkere'iuxurg
Meets Affordability

Cimarron Creek is a community
that offers new, upgraded,
beautifully crafted, move-in

ready manufactured homes. If
you place value on a quiet

neighborhood, camaraderie,
and a sense of well-being, then
Cimarron Creek is for you.

Amenities

Large Open Common Areas
Scenic walking trails
Quiet, Peaceful Atmosphere
Community Center
Lending Library
Fenced in playground
Dog Parks
Community Garden

Most Homes Include

8x8 Matching Sheds, Upgraded

appliances, Garden Tubs, Electric tiled
fireplaces, 8x16 Patios With Large

Awnings; Large lots with grass, trees,
built-in sprinklers

970-249-0493 Open §

manager@cimarroncreekcommunity.com

www.cimarroncreekcommunity.com

MEET MONTROSE

Beautiful Western Colorado
community-elevation of 5,794
feet-is nestled within easy
reach of a vast selection of

experiences. Plummeting
depths of Black Canyon

National Park to the east;

towering, majestic San Juan
Mountains to the south;

Expansive Uncompahgre

- Plateau to the west, lake-

bejeweled Grand Mesa to the
north; Montrose Rec Center
(the newest, largest recreation
center on the Western Slope)
and expansive water sports
park right in the middle of
town. Montrose is surrounded
by an endless variety of

prospects for exploration and
adventure. A little something
for everyone-shopping, fishing,
biking, photography, camping,
swimming, motorsports-you
get the idea!


http://www.cimarroncreekcommunity.com/
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RED HAWKS VOLLEYBALL FALLS SHORT AT STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS

By Cliff Dodge

MONTROSE-The Montrose Red Hawks volleyball season came to an end at the venera-
ble Denver Coliseum last weekend as they battled several of the elite teams competing
for a state championship and took their measure. The team did not go down without a
fight. Coach Shane Forrest’s players capped a successful season with a trip to Denver
and acquitted themselves very well, winning one tournament game and losing two. The
Red Hawks ended their season with 18 wins and 10 losses overall and posted an 8-2 rec-
ord in league action.

The Red Hawks tangled with the Mead Mavericks in their opening round as they
dropped the match 3-0. The Mavericks prevailed by scores of 28-26, 25-20 and 25-23.
This moved the Red Hawks into the consolation bracket where they drew the Palisade

Bulldogs. The Red Hawks shut the Bulldogs down 3-0 and won their match by the
scores of 25-17, 25-22 and 25-17 Red Hawks Volleyball qualified for
The Red Hawks then took on the Lutheran Lions from Parker. The Lions prevailed 3-0  [Q{{MZ 1N JYA &} o eTs o T-3

and posted scores of 25-14, 25-23 and 25-21, thus ending the Red Hawks’ tournament
run in 2024. The Red Hawks hosted a regional to gain entry to the big dance, defeating both Pueblo East and Grand Junction.
The Red Hawks lose seven seniors to graduation., They are Avery Kingsbury, Brooke Williams, Mackenzie Freeland, Abbie Hines,
Leydi Contreras, Maggie Cross, and Ashlin Mitchum. Six underclassmen will be returning as will a dozen players from the junior
varsity team this year. The future looks bright for the Red Hawks.

102 3\ P o

www.montrosemirror.com
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RED HAWKS RUMBLE, ADVANCE TO 4A FOOTBALL QUARTERFINALS

The Red Hawks defenders stop a potential touchdown near their goal line. Photo by Cliff Dodge.

By Cliff Dodge
MONTROSE-The Montrose Red Hawks
football team took another major step
toward the coveted 4A state champion-
ship with a 44-22 victory over the Freder-
ick Golden Eagles at the Montrose stadi-
um on Saturday afternoon. The Red
Hawks improved their record to 11-0 with
the win and set up a rematch with the
Grizzlies of Mesa Ridge either next Friday
evening or Saturday afternoon. The Colo-
rado High School Activities Association
(CHSAA) has not disclosed the dates and
time for the quarterfinal games as yet.
The Red Hawks won the coin toss and
elected to defer and kicked off to the Ea-
gles. The visitors set the tone for their
offense as they threw the football all over
the field in their first possession. The 10-
play drive ended with an incomplete pass
on 4™ and 6 from the Red Hawks 7-yard
line.

The Red Hawks then set the tone for their
offense by running the ball seven plays
with junior Chase Mehan lugging the rock
for a touchdown from 11 yards out. The 2
-point conversion was successful and the
Red Hawks took an 8-0 lead.

Frederick came storming back as they
aired out the football and mixed in a cou-
ple of running plays that featured a cou-
ple of speedy running backs to comple-
ment their air game. It took the Eagles
just eight plays to score the tying touch-
down on a pitchout around the left side,

making the score 8-8.

The quarter ended as the Frederick de-
fense forced the Red Hawks to run three
plays and turn the football over on downs.
The Red Hawks defense then returned the
defensive favor and forced the Eagles to
turn the ball over on downs deep in Red
Hawks territory at the 13-yard line.

The Red Hawks then saw junior Elijah
Womack rip off a 33-yard scamper to set
the Red Hawks up deep in Eagle territory.
Disaster struck as the Red Hawks fumbled
and the Eagles recovered deep in Red
Hawk territory. The Eagles moved from
their own 10-yard line to the Red Hawks 3
-yard line before fumbling. The Red
Hawks Elijah Womack scooped up the
errant football and sprinted 90 yards for
the go-ahead touchdown and a 2-point
conversion, putting the Red Hawks lead to
16-8.

It then took the Eagles just over one mi-
nute to score the tying touchdown as
Quarterback Gavin Ishmael scored from a
yard out on a quarterback sneak tying the
score at 16-16.

With just over three minutes remaining in
the second quarter, the Red Hawks used
up most of the remaining time to drive
from their own 40 yard line to paydirt
with Womack scoring on a 5-yard run,
making the score 22-16 in favor of the Red
Hawks at half time.

The Red Hawks took the second half kick-
off, erased six minutes from the clock and

saw Womack score his third touchdown of
the afternoon on a 9-yard run upping the
tally to 30-16. The Red Hawks defense
then forced the Eagles to run three plays
before the Red Hawks took over on
downs. The rest of the third quarter saw
both teams each have one possession.
The Red Hawks drove deep into Eagles
territory only to give up the football on
downs at the 10-yard line. The Eagles
then used most of the minute and half to
drive 90 yards to score from 24 yards out
to close the gap to 30-22 heading into the
Fourth quarter.

The Red Hawks defense then asserted
itself as the Eagles had opportunities but
were unable to score and the Red Hawks
added two touchdowns to their total to
make the final score 44-22. A last ditch
drive by the Eagles got to the Red Hawks
13-yard line but four passing attempts
were unsuccessful and the Red Hawks
took over the football with just under a
minute left to play.

The quarterfinals of the Colorado High
School Activities Association have four
outstanding games. Number 1 ranked
Dakota Ridge hosts Ponderosa. Palmer
Ridge hosts Broomfield. Pueblo West
hosts Heritage and Montrose hosts Mesa
Ridge. Dates and time will be announced
early next week.

Winners keep playing and the losers go
home.

Stay tuned.
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The
@ Real Estate Store

MLS #817795
1941 COUNTY RD #1A, MONTROSE, CO 81403

» 3 bed/3 bath
« 3,206 sq ft
« 2-car garage

i W
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estled on 32+ acres of pristine mountain landscape, this luxurious three-story home offers breathtaking views of the San Juan
Range and overlooks a serene canyon carved by McKenzie Creek, with a portion encompassed within the property boundary lines.
A winding driveway leads you to this secluded sanctuary, where expansive windows and multiple decks seamlessly blend indoor and
outdoor living, providing uninterrupted panoramas of majestic mountains and abundant wildlife,

The heart of the home is a gourmet kitchen featuring a Dacor six-burner range, Sub-Zero refrigerator, and custom cabinetry—ideal for
culinary enthusiasts. Sunlit living spaces are designed to capture the beauty of the surroundings, with high ceilings and an open layout
that flows effortlessly.

Step outside to a meticulously fenced and landscaped yard, where a flagstone patio with a gently flowing water feature creates a
tranquil retreat. Gather around the fire pit with a built-in bench for cozy evenings under the stars. Every detail of this mountain oasis has
been thoughtfully curated to offer luxury, comfort, and a profound connection to nature. Whether entertaining guests or enjoying quiet

solitude, this extraordinary home offers a unique blend of elegance and rugged mountain charm.

~ LESLIE GORE, CRS DIANE HAYNES, CRS

* Associate Broker Associate Broker
C:970-275-3195 ' C:970-596-3521
0:970-249-7653 ' 0:970-249-7653
LeslieGoreRealtor@gmail.com “""’ 4 St » DianeHaynes@outlook.com

-1 e 11 Sotimns

www.the-res.com — DianeHaynesRealtor@gmail.com

The Real Estate Store 500 E. Main » Montrose, CO 81401 « www.The-RES.com
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS

GRAND JUNCTION MAN SENTENCED TO 71 MONTHS IN FEDERAL PRISON AND 48 MONTHS
IN STATE PRISON IN CONNECTION WITH FENTANYL OVERDOSE DEATH OF A MINOR

Special to the Mirror

GRAND JUNCTION — The United States
Attorney’s Office for the District of Colora-
do and the 21*" Judicial District of Colora-
do announce that Nathanial Matheny, 23,
of Grand Junction, was sentenced to 71
months in federal prison after pleading
guilty to one count of possession with the
intent to distribute a substance containing
a detectable amount of fentanyl and to 48
months in state prison after pleading
guilty to one count of removing human
remains. The sentences will be served
concurrently.

According to the federal plea agreement,
on May 20, 2021, Grand Junction Police
responded to a call about a young woman
who was not breathing in an area home.
When they arrived, police found an unre-
sponsive minor victim. Toxicology reports
attributed the minor’s death to an over-
dose of fentanyl. The investigation led to
Matheny, who admitted to doing drugs
with the minor and taking her body back
to her home after she overdosed.

“This is a tragic story of a young person
whose life was cut short because of fenta-
nyl,” said Acting United States Attorney
for the District of Colorado Matt Kirsch.
“Coloradans need to know that this is a
serious problem in our communities and
that our office is working hard to prose-
cute people who are distributing fentanyl
in our state.”

“Justice was delivered for the victim of
this terrible tragedy,” said Dan Rubinstein,
District Attorney for the 21 Judicial Dis-
trict of Colorado. “I hope these sentences
send a message that fentanyl crimes have
extremely serious consequences.”

“The Drug Enforcement Administration
(DEA) helped bring justice to a young
woman and her family. | am extremely
proud of the investigative team who me-
ticulously pieced this investigation togeth-
er from the smallest of details and deliv-
ered a comprehensive account of the vic-
tim’s final hours which helped hold the
defendant accountable for his actions,”
said DEA Rocky Mountain Field Division

Special Agent in Charge Jonathan Pul-
len.

“The sentencing of Nathanial Matheny
underscores the commitment and dedica-
tion of law enforcement to protecting our
communities, especially its youngest and
most vulnerable members, from danger-
ous drugs,” said Grand Junction Police
Department Chief Matt Smith. “Our de-
partment is grateful for the collaboration
between local, state, and federal law en-
forcement agencies in this ongoing fight
against the devastating impact of danger-
ous drugs on our communities.”

United States District Court Judge Gordon
P. Gallagher presided over the federal
sentencing.

Mesa County District Court Chief Judge
Brian Flynn presided over the state sen-
tencing.

The case was investigated by the Drug
Enforcement Agency and the Grand Junc-
tion Police Department. The case was
prosecuted by Assistant United States
Attorney Peter Hautzinger.

CONGRATULATIONS to ALL our

Newly-Elected Republican Officials

We recognize your hard work and appreciate your time,

dedication and service to our communities and state.

CATLIN

FOR COLORADO

WESTERN SLOPE COMMON SENSE

JEFF 27
HURD

U.S. CONGRESS

o kkok

5
TRUMP slmpson
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7 sTATE SENAT!

uRAL STRONG

Montrose County
AY s G q Commissioners
Jﬂﬁ'ﬂK Scott Mijares - Dist 1
Rick Dunlap - Dist 3
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LARRY DON
. 7 SUCKLA

COLORADO
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HOUSE
District #58

OQMontroseCoGOP Web: www.MontroseRepublicans.org Paid by Montrose Co Republicans Q
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS

COLORADO LEAP PROGRAM IS TAKING APPLICATIONS NOW
Federal funds are in place to help with home heating costs

Special to the Mirror

SAN MIGUEL COUNTY --- The Colorado
Low Energy Assistance Program (LEAP) is a
federally funded program for eligible fami-
lies, seniors, and individuals that will help
defray heating costs as winter tempera-
tures dip. LEAP assistance is available now
through April 30, 2025.

LEAP works for eligible applicants by pay-
ing a portion of your heating bill directly
to your vendor.

Qualifying applicants will receive a notice

of the amount being provided. LEAP also
has funds for repair or replacement of
furnaces or woodstoves, however porta-
ble or temporary space heaters do not
qualify.

If your income is up to 60% of the state
median income level, you may qualify for
heating assistance through LEAP. The
state median income level used for the
2024-25 LEAP season was released by the
U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services in April 2024.

The amount of the energy assistance ben-
efit varies depending on a variety of fac-
tors, including the primary heating fuel
costs and income.

The San Miguel and Ouray County Human
Services departments can help with the
application process. For assistance, call
Amy Efurd at 970-729-9712 in San Miguel
County. In Ouray County, call Charlene
Willis at 970-708-8867. Visit
cdhs.colorado.gov/LEAP for complete pro-
gram details, FAQs and other information.

US 550 RED MOUNTAIN PASS TO CLOSE FOR APPROX. TWO HOURS NOV. 18

Special to the Mirror

OUTHWEST COLORADO — The Colorado Depart-
ment of Transportation will perform winter
maintenance operations on US Highway 550 be-
tween Ouray and Silverton on Monday, November
18. Operations will require intermittent highway
closures between 10 a.m. and noon. Motorists
should plan for lengthy delays to take place for

much of the morning.

The closure is needed to allow for motorist safety
during helicopter operations and preparations of
avalanche mitigation equipment above the high-

way.
Traffic Impacts

-Winter maintenance operations are scheduled for
Monday, November 18 between 10 a.m. and Noon
-Northbound travelers will encounter a closure

near lronton Park (Mile Point 87)

-Southbound travelers will encounter a closure at

the Bear Creek Bridge (Mile Point 90.5)

-Motorists will be guided by flaggers through the

closure points

Last year's winter maintenance preparations occurred on Dec. 7; crews per-

formed equipment testing after a helicopter transported multiple avalanche

tain Pass. CDOT courtesy photo.

-Visit COtrip.org for the latest information on road closures and conditions.

Western Colorado
Farm & Ranch Brokers
Burton Bullington (970) 596-4744
John Fowle (970)417-1666
www.SHAFFER. land

mitigation units to their permanent foundations above US 550 Red Moun-

Since 1990

CUNTH MR

CSSP



http://www.shaffer.land/
https://state.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b4d4ab81cda1d77ccd692af2f&id=c1be94759c&e=ec45389201
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“Byler Built” at StoneRidge Subdivision
MLS 816099

1720 Keller Ct. Montrose, CO 81401 —- Attractive Price of $542,000

Set in a cul’de’sac on .25 acre lot, with water-wise

yard and gorgeous views, this stunning home has all FEATURES
the charm and comfort you could wish for. This . 1653 Sq Ft
home features custom hickory cabinetry, luxury vinyl

. . : - : 3 bedroom
plank flooring along with carpet and tile. This home is
accessible to shopping, amenities and the « 2bath

Montrose Rec Center is just down the road. . Oversized garage

« Gas fireplace
« 3'doorways
« "“Low E windows"

+ "“Quick response”

hot water system

Compensation Negotiable $$ |RgZRaZiel )
Broker Associate

7 Real Estate Store|]| ™™™

Personal, Professional, Property Brokers 970’209'3934

realtor@PegEvanoika.com
500 E Main St. Montrose, CO 81401 www.the-res.com O- 970-249-5673
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HIDDEN LAKE COMMUNITY FALL 2024

HUGE SAVINGS | ALERT'

Page 36

Novem b20 !

Fall into
S$10,000 OFF!!!!

... All New Hidden Lake Model Homes!

Only $1,000 down will hold a home for you!

(restrictions apply)

www.TheHiddenLakeCommunity

Our community offers

breathtaking views, a fully
stocked fishing lake, play-
IV A 2in | -1 1 ¢ — |
ground, zip line, pickle ball
court, dog parks, RV storage

and onsite management

Minutes from Montrose and close to
Ouray and Telluride!

62650 LaSalle Road, Montrose, CO (970) 615-9412

OPEN, MON-SAT, 8am-5pm CLOSED NOVEMBER 28TH & 29TH FOR THANKSGIVING
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS

US 550 PACO - BILLY WILDLIFE & SAFETY IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT COMPLETION

Special to the Mirror

REGIONAL-CDOT and Contractor FNF Con-
struction have completed the US 550 Paco
-Billy Wildlife and Safety improvements
project north of Ridgway. Crews made
wildlife and mobility safety improvements
to an eight-mile section of US 550 border-
ing Ridgway State Park from Mile Point
109 to 117. Work included the installation
of wildlife mitigation features and shoul-
der widening for a southbound passing
lane just south of the Pa-Co-Chu-Puk
Campground.

Wildlife mitigation features included an
underpass, fencing, jump outs, and deer
guards throughout the corridor. These
improvements are expected to reduce
wildlife-vehicle collisions by 85 percent.
Additionally, the project connects three
miles of new deer fencing to existing fea-
IONEG I EIN RN KV NGO AWV E Crews made wildlife and mobility safety improvements to an eight-mile section of US
TR (SR g e TRV G IR TN AL 550 bordering Ridgway State Park from Mile Point 109 to 117. CDOT courtesy photo.
safely with the addition of a southbound

passing lane near the Pa-Co-Chu-Puk Stay Informed -Project Email: us550wideningpro-
Campground. FNF Construction thanks the For additional information about this pro- ject@gmail.com

public for your patience and support dur-  ject, contact the project team. -Project webpage: www.codot.gov/
ing this project. -Project Hotline: 970-360-1411 projects/us550pacobilly

It's Your Businesé.!
Let's Grow Together.

Advertise with
The Montrose Mirror
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FIND A NEW HOME BASE FOR YOUR TROOPS

When you receive your PCS the clock starts. You need to move soon and sell
your current house even sooner. As a Military Relocation Professional (MRP), |
understand your unique situation and have the knowledge to make the most
of every transaction, selling and buying. My goal is to find a location and
community quickly, so that you and your family can feel at home.

Thank your for your service and welcome home!

As an MRP, | understand: ¥ Quick Relocations
* VA Financing

‘FT VA Loan Rates
* Military Benefits
¥ BAH Rates

Hello, | am your MRP,
Peg Evanoika, MRP REALTOR

Py Ensit«

The Real Estate Store, www.the-res.com

Phone: (970) 209-3934
Email: realtor@pegevanoika.com



mailto:realtor@pegevanoika.com
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NS 540 Welcome Back!
' W if you've been to my
classes before.

Sign up in store or
register online https:/kathrynrburke.com/product/112124
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS
NOVEMBER WAS TOP MONTH FOR ANIMAL-CAUSED CRASHES IN COLORADO IN 2023

Colorado State Patrol

COLORADO - Colorado State troopers investigated 256 crashes involving animals on roadways in the Colorado Rockies and western
slope last year. Seeing the reflection of two eyes from an animal on the road in front of you can send a wave of adrenaline and fear
through even the most experienced drivers, so the Colorado State Patrol would like to assist by providing some general recommen-

dations to lower the chance of a critter collision.

Two of the most important things a motorist can do is to drive the speed limit and use your high beams when not around other
motorists in rural areas or neighborhoods adjacent to open space areas. Increase your chances of seeing wildlife crossing up ahead
or on the side of the road by staying alert. You can give yourself the time to adjust your speed or stop if no one is behind you.

“The worst choice you can make is to swerve outside your lane or slam on your brakes with vehicles behind you,” explained Major
David Rollins, District 4 Commander for the Colorado State Patrol. “People can end up in serious crashes when they let their emo-

tions take over to save Bambi or his friends.”

Be prepared to make a tough decision when en-
countering animals. If you have time and no one
behind you, you can sound your horn and slow
down in a straight line, coming to a stop. However,
if there is little time and traffic behind you, the
right choice is to drive through, keeping in the lane,
but with a slight angle towards the butt of the ani-
mal ONLY if by the white side lane line. Never
swerve or jerk the wheel. As a resource to visitors
in the area, the Colorado State Patrol has updated
its Super Cruising in Colorado web resource to help
prepare visitors for the scenic byways and moun-
tain roadways throughout the area.

Driving Tips to Avoid an Animal-Involved Crash
-Slow down if you see animals nearby and always
drive the speed limit.

-Stay alert and reduce distractions.

-Pay attention to “deer crossing” and other animal
signs.

-Brake in a straight line, if you have time and no
one behind you.

-When you see wildlife on the road or near the
road, warn motorists behind you by honking your
horn and tapping your brakes.

Don't swerve. If a crash with an animal is inevita-
ble, maintain control of your vehicle and drive
through before pulling over when it is safe to do so.
Use high beams. Flicking your high beams on wild-
life may cause the animal to scurry away.

Be aware of peak season. Animal crashes happen
most often during hunting and mating season,
which runs from October through December.
Watch for animals on the road between dusk and
dawn.

Watch for herds. If you see one deer or elk, there
are probably more nearby.

A collision is a crash, whether with an animate or
inanimate object.

If you do hit an animal while driving, make sure
you and your passengers are okay. Call 911 if the
animal is large and still there after you hit it, and
follow the emergency dispatcher's instructions.

DineOutMontrose,con

Remington’s at the Bridges
970-252-1119 Pahgre’s
970-249-6442
Fiesta Guadalajara
970-249-2460 Rib City
970-249-7427
Alpen Confections

970-648-0609

Stone House
970-240-8899

Jimmer’s Steak & BBQ
970-252-1227
RS

We HAVE CATERING OPTIONS: WEDDINGS, REVNIONS,
FOOTBALL PARTIES, RECEPTIONS, OR YOUR EVENT

Beer Barn |l
970-249-5550



https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fcsp.colorado.gov%2Fsuper-cruising-in-colorado/1/010101931c4c0615-57c2b0dc-eb08-49da-bcf9-ea7705f606fb-000000/0j-GrLbzTV5DsikPjtghF010Q6najbI-2wS5jJqHUyw=378
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THE REVENUE
GENERATOR

Did you know that we are
a local company that offers
the following services?

- Digital Loyalty Systems

- Text Message Marketing

= - Digital Mobile Coupons

Em - Waitlist System & Birthday Club
(Restaurants/Delis)

- Database Builds for any Organization
- Help Wanted Broadcasts
[EM - Text Reminder System

(Physicians, Chiropractors,
Massage Therapists, Mechanics, etc.)

Call/Text: 970-417-1516

Email: support@970vip.com

Or Visit: www.TheRevenueGenerator.com
and fill in contact form!



mailto:support@970vip.com
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS

TURKEY TROT RETURNS ON THANKSGIVING DAY
Free 5K Fun Run/Walk registration is open

Special to the Mirror

SAN MIGUEL COUNTY --- We know a great way to have a guilt-free Turkey Day feast — go for a run! San Miguel County’s Parks &
Open Space Department is once again hosting the annual Turkey Trot on Thanksgiving Day, Thursday, November 28.

“This is a great way to kick off your Thanksgiving holiday, as this event has become an annual family tradition for many locals and
visitors alike” said Janet Kask, Director of Parks & Open Space.
“We're always excited to see our participants dress up in creative

i M O N T R O S E costumes and begin their holiday in such a fun way with their fam-

REGIONAL HEALTH ilies”.
Registration is now open for the FREE 5K Fun Run/Walk held in
Welcomes Ilium Valley at the intersection of llium and Sunshine Roads

(adjacent to the old llium Church Camp). Registration forms are

DR. WI LLIAM SU M M E RS online at bit.ly/SMCTurkeyTrot2024 and are due by 2 p.m.

Wednesday, November 27. Pre- registration is strongly preferred.

Dogs on a leash are welcome.
PAIN MEDICINE SPECIALIST Participants will receive a raffle ticket for pre-registration. Race

day registration takes place from 9-9:25 a.m. The pre-race raffle,
Medical SChOOl only for those who pre-registered online, is at 9:30 a.m. with the
official race starting at 9:45 a.m. Costumes are encouraged — of
course!

The Turkey Trot will have prizes awarded for the fastest female,
fastest male and fastest kid 12 and under, as well as for the best

University of Alabama
School of Medicine
Birmingham, AL

Internship/Residency costume. - , .
For more information or to volunteer call 970-729-1829, or email

University of Colorado richh@sanmiguelcountyco.gov

Aurora, CO

Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation

W

£=

Fellowship

Vanderbilt University
Nashville, TN
Interventional Spine

Office

Spine & Pain Center
3330 S Rio Grande Ave
Montrose, CO 81401
(970) 252-2584

COMMUNITY CRECHE FESTIVAL

Friday December 13th 4-8PM

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS .

1521 S Hillcrest Drive, Montrose CO

All are welcome to join us at this free event
to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ with
a display of nativities-and musical presentations.

Now Accepting
New Patients




The Montr ose Mirror

November 8, 2024

Presentinga most

striking'collection

of contemporary
sculpture.

308 &. lain SL. -

Page 43

Emolionally

Cvocalive.




The Montrose Mirror November 18, 2024

Page 44

OPINION/EDITORIAL: COMMENTARY

TURNING A POLITICAL CORNER

Changes Coming to the Cily and County of Montrose — Buckle Up! The Spending Spree is About to get Real Taxpayers

By David White

We're now two weeks past the November
5" General Election where we saw Colora-
do, as a whole, move more to the left
than it had previously been positioned.
Thank you, citizens of Denver, Boulder, Ft.
Collins and the Mountain communities
along with pockets of support in South-
west Colorado, for dragging us in a direc-
tion most of the country rejected.

While | wasn’t able to comment on the
election in last week’s Mirror, a recap of
some of what happened is in order before
the election results fade into history and
we adapt to the outcomes (positive and
negative) of it — outcomes that will affect
all parts of our lives.

On a positive note, one of the most dan-
gerous ballot questions this year

was Proposition 131, establishing a jungle
primary and ranked choice voting. It was
soundly defeated with a 7% margin,
which was a surprising defeat, given the
heavy promotion of the measure. The
proponents spent nearly 20 million dol-
lars and opponents spent less than one
million dollars.

A jungle primary puts all candidates in
one big, complex primary election. This
dangerous policy could have essential-

ly eliminated our two-party system. The
main purpose of a political party is to
choose their candidate for each elected
office in general elections. The jungle pri-
mary eliminates this exclusive role for the
parties, rendering their main pur-

pose moot. What that leaves is people
with money and power who can buy their
election. Defeating 131 was a vote that
preserves a legitimate place at the politi-
cal table for the average voter. Details are
provided by former State Senator Kevin
Lundberg here: (LUNDBERG REPORT)
Proposition 127 failed. It would have vir-
tually banned the hunting and killing of
mountain lions, bobcats, lynx, et al. there-
by creating the potential for the deer, elk,
moose and other populations to be deci-
mated by a proliferation of these cats.

While cases of self-defense were exclud-
ed, questions remained as to how much
good such a ban would have done. The
voters obviously felt that leaving things
alone was best for all concerned.

Proposition KK passed statewide which
will provide $39M for funding of a state
mental health program that will be fund-
ed by taxes on firearms, ammunition, fire-
arm accessories as well as on the firearm
manufacturers. All of this is yet another
attempt to do an end run around the Con-
stitutionally protected right to keep and
bear arms, aka, the 2" Amendment.
There’s no doubt that we have a mental
health crisis in this state as well as nation-
ally, but the State of Colorado chose to
close all of the State Mental Hospitals
years ago as well as cut other services
thereby turning folks out onto the streets
for local governments and non-profits to
try and deal with. That was patently unfair
to all of us, so here comes Prop KK to the
rescue (NOT!) which levies an additional
tax of 6.5% on top of the state and local
taxes currently in effect. Barring lawsuits
to stop it, it will go into effect on April 1,
2025.

For clarification purposes, the new 6.5%
excise tax translates into $33 in new taxes
on a $500 handgun, or $65 in taxes on a
$1,000 rifle; $20 worth of ammunition will
cost an extra $1.30. Much of those costs
will likely be passed on to consumers. It
will not apply to businesses with less
than $20,000 in annual sales. Gun pur-
chases by law enforcement agencies as
well as police and active-duty military
officers will be exempt. Private sales from
one individual to another will not be sub-
ject to the tax, either. For more infor-
mation, see: Proposition KK: Colorado
voters approve gun excise tax

In Montrose County, the Republican slate
of candidates for all offices handily won
the support of not only Republicans, but
also the unaffiliated voters. Overall, Mont-
rose County will remain somewhat con-
servative in nature through its representa-

tives at the State and County levels. New
County Commissioners (Rick Dunlap and
Scott Mijares) are going to have their
hands full cleaning up after the current
commissioners leave office in January.
The two local ballot questions we were
asked to vote on (both tax increase
measures), brought forward a lot of com-
munity discussion. The $397,000,000 re-
quest by the RE-1J School District for a
new Montrose High School (principle &
interest) went down in flames and did so
in a spectacular fashion — 73.4% against
with 26.6% for it. While the voters op-
posed this question, they inversely sup-
ported a 66% INCREASE in the lodging tax
levied by the City of Montrose on anyone
in the hotel/motel/BnB, etc. industry —
51% for and 49% against. | was surprised
that it was that close, yet it passed with
the ramifications of that vote to be left to
the City management to rightly utilize the
funds generated as directed.

The City of Montrose stated on the ballot
that if passed, the following percentages
of the taxes collected would be used for:
a) twenty-five percent (25%) for right-of-
way maintenance; (b) seventeen percent
(17%) for childcare services in Montrose;
(c) thirty-three percent (33%) for incen-
tives for affordable housing; (d) twenty
percent (20%) for the Tourism Promotion-
al Fund; and (e) five (5%) for public trans-
it services.

My question is, why? Why are we giving
the City permission to tax our tourists for
more money for right-of-way mainte-
nance? They’ve been funding that from
the General Fund budget for years. What
are they going to do with the extra mon-
ey? Divert it to increase wages? Hire more
employees which will eat up the revenue
in short order with not only wages but
also benefits.

Why is the City trying to get into the
childcare business when the County
Health & Human Services Department
already does this? Do they plan to funnel
the money to the County? Not likely.

Continued next pg



http://kevinlundberg.com/a/email-update/
https://coloradosun.com/2024/11/05/colorado-proposition-kk-results/#:~:text=Most%20firearm%20dealers%2C%20gun%20manufacturers%20and%20ammunition%20sellers,excise%20tax%20on%20qualifying%20sales%20starting%20April%201.
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TURNING A POLITICAL CORNER-CHANGES COMING From previous pg

Moving on...33% of the collected monies
go to incentivize “affordable housing.”
The Basecamp Apartments were to be
“affordable” which is why the City funded
construction related aspects of the project
by over $1,000,000 of your money. The
“developer” of the complex, before it was
even fully complete, flipped the property
and made millions of dollars in profits at
taxpayer expense on the deal along with
the “affordable” component going out the
window and market rate rents becoming
the norm. A one-bedroom/one bath
apartment there (719 sq. ft.) starts at

“Our local job market remains very com-
petitive and challenging, with extremely
low unemployment. Therefore, it is im-
portant to be a responsible employer to
recruit and retain a highly productive and
impactful workforce. We are proud to say
that we have built an amazing team of
highly educated and experienced employ-
ees by offering a competitive Wage and
Compensation System based on both
Individual Performance and the city’s
comparable market of organizations with
similar budgets, number of employees,
community population, etc.” (Ed. Note -

$1,585 PER MONTH. Want a 2-
bedroom/2-bath unit measuring 995 sq.
It.? You’re going to pay 51,955 or more
PER MONTH depending on a number of
factors! Is this the City’s idea of affordable
housing? (1 - 2 Bed Apartments - Check
Availability | Basecamp)

Lastly, the balance of 25% of collected tax
revenue is to go to promote tourism (i.e.,
come to Montrose so we can tax the crap
out of you? That’s a great way to treat the
tourists you so covet, Mr. City Manager
and Council). The small balance left over
goes to public transit services, however
that’s defined.

In the midst of all of the election related
distractions, the City and County have
been working on their 2025 budgets.
Guess what? They’re going up and so are
the number of employees that the City is
employing or going to employ. Govern-
ment salaries and benefits are already
generous and are going to be even more
so come January 1, 2025.

The City of Montrose’s proposed 2025
budget is $5111,747,777 reflecting reve-
nue from multiple sources with expenses
set to equal revenue. Montrose County’s
proposed budget is $103,260,699 which
also reflects revenue from multiple
sources. Their projected expenses for
2025 are $116,468,882 (yes, they're
spending more than they expect to col-
lect, but will rely on reserve funds and
other sources for clearing the deficit).
According to City Manager Bill Bell’s Oc-
tober 15, 2024 budget transmittal letter to
the City Council, he states that:

CODE FOR EXCLUSION OF THE PRIVATE
SECTOR IN CALCULATING WAGES AND
BENEFITS)

The wages that the City pays (as well as
the County’s) are substantially higher than
what the private sector is able to afford to
pay their employees. In addition, local
government is growing again this coming
year with the City hiring 10 new employ-
ees (for a new total number of 208). The
County is REDUCING their staff by six em-
ployees (while slashing the Sheriff’s staff
levels by 10 in order to bring compensa-
tion levels up to a reasonable level for the
rest of the department and to help
staunch the loss of deputies to the City of
Montrose and others) bringing total Coun-
ty employees to 380 from a current 386.
The City states that their employee pack-
age includes “benefits for full-time em-
ployees include employer portion of Medi-
care and social security, 401a defined con-
tributions, medical insurance, dental insur-
ance, life insurance, disability insurance,
vision insurance and an HSA contribution.”
The City has not clearly stated in their
budget proposal what the percentage
increase in salaries is going to be, but you
can be sure it will be close to or greater
than what the County is planning. Accord-
ing to County documents and sources,
Montrose County is planning to increase,
across the board, employee wages by
5.1%. This follows a 4.3% increase for
2024. The County will be increasing their
match for employee benefit/retirement
plans to 5% (they will match the percent-
age of contributions an employee makes

to their retirement plan by up to 5%).
Health insurance costs for County employ-
ees (paid by the County) will top $1,300
next year. This amount is similar to what
the City has disclosed their health insur-
ance benefit is going to cost taxpayers in
2025.

As if these generous salary and benefit
increases weren’t enough, the County is
going to be “gifting” to each current em-
ployee, a $1,000 bonus as a “retention”
incentive just in time for the holidays!
Unbelievable and totally disconnected
from the fact that spending almost
$400,000 of taxpayer money is a fiscally
irresponsible thing to do.

If you’d like to get your blood boiling,
check out this website where you can find
all of the salaries of both City and County
employees (current through 2023): Colo-
rado State Employee Salaries
With those of you on Social Security or a
fixed income trying to make ends meet,
your 3.2% increase in benefits this year
and a 2.5% increase planned for next year
(most of that substantially reduced due to
increases in Medicare), seeing and learn-
ing of the wasteful decisions being made
by your local elected officials and their
managers, should have you up in arms. At
some point, we will all bleed out financial-
ly as these entities, disconnected as they
are, keep raising the cost of government
to cover wages that the private sector can
ill afford to pay. The system is rigged. Gov-
ernment today is thinly disguised Ameri-
can Socialism. As former British Prime
Minister Margaret Thatcher once said,
“The problem with socialism is that you
eventually run out of other people's mon-
ey.” That day is coming.

Mr. White is an active citizen & communi-
ty leader as well as a business owner,
entrepreneur, former Colorado Springs
City Councilor and Montrose City Counci-
lor as well as Montrose Mayor. He was a
two-term Montrose County Commission-
er and has served on many boards and
commissions during his career. He & his
wife are the parents of six children and
have 10 grandchildren & a great grand-
child.
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CIMARRON CREEK COMMUNITY FALL 2024

HUGE s‘?WINGs ALERT'

| offers ];!l:;t'

Fi ‘ Il Into open common areas, scenic

walk paths, dog park,

playground, community
O 000 OFF ' ' I I center, RV storage, and
1 ) (I
n-site management

.. All New Cimarron Creek Model Homes!

Only $1,000 down will hold a home for you!
THE ONLY FIVE STAR MANUFACTURED

(restrictions apply) HOME COMMUNITY IN THE AREA!

901 6530 Road (Located just off the San Juan bypass) Montrose, CO 970-249-0493
OPEN, MON-SAT, 8am-5pm CLOSED NOVEMBER 28TH & 29TH FOR THANKSGIVING

WWW.CIMARRONCREEKCOMMUNITY.COM
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS

SCHOOL DISTRICT’S PRE-ELECTION TALKING POINTS WERE DISINGENUOUS AT BEST

Editor:

®
The massive 73% NO vote on the school bond issue this -— MONTROSE
year was a total rejection of the School Superintendent REGIONAL HEALTH

and the majority of the school board as well as a vote of
no confidence in the district’s leadership. welcomes

The district’s pre-election talking points were disingenu-
ous at best. The bond question noted a cost of $195 mil- D R‘ MAKS GOLD

lion but the fine print of capping the bond at $395 million
was not emphasized. Additionally before proposing the GCENERAL SURGEON
bond the District failed to consult the County Assessor to

determine the effects of such a huge bond on all aspects 3
of our local economy. Medlcal SChOOl
With over $1 million already spent in the planning pro- . ) ol
cess it was the height of irresponsibility on the part of our University of L_OL}ISVH!G
school district to even consider putting this question be- SChQOi_ of Medicine
fore the voters in an economy such as none of us have Louisville, KY
experienced in many years. Before resurrecting this issue . g
and expecting taxpayers to further encumber themselves Internshlp/RQSIdency
the school board would be advised to concentrate on
closing the student achievement gap that has existed far University of Utah Hospital
too long. School of Medicine
Dee Laird, Montrose Salt Lake City, UT

Office

Colorado West
General Surgery
100 Tessitore Ct
Montrose, CO 81401
(970) 787-4710

Pesple

" rares

Now Accepting
New Patients

MONTROSEMIRROR
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MLS# 817937
Eng: COPE Offered at $609,000
68780 Overland Drive 5 virTuaL [

Montrose, CO 81401 [®]} Tour | @ Real Estate Store

PROPERTY HIGHLIGHTS PROPERTY DETAILS
Welcome to your dream retreat! Nestled on 1.3 picturesque acres, this exceptional home offers
unobstructed, magnificent views that stretch from Buckhorn Mountain to the Uncompahgre

Personal, Profeasional, Property Brokers

= 3 Bedrooms Plateau. The sheer beauty of the San Juan Mountains will captivate you as you experience a
h lifestyle of tranquility and elegance. Built in 2001, this 1967 sq ft single-story residence features a

= 2 Bathrooms thoughtful split floor plan. The spacious guest bedrooms ensure comfort for family and friends,
2CarG while the expansive primary bedroom is a true sanctuary, complete with an updated en suite

s 2 CarGarage bathroom. The heart of the home includes an updated kitchen, showcasing beautiful granite
= 1967 Sq Ft countertops and a charming farmhouse sink - perfect for both daily living and entertaining. Central
! a heating and cooling ensure year-round comfort, with a new central air unit installed in 2023 and a

= Insulated Shop new heater in 2024. Step through the new French doors onto the covered deck/patio, an ideal spot

w/ Utilities to unwind and soak in the spectacular views. The fenced yard to the south offers a safe play area or
place for animals to be secure. Notice the lovely garden area and shed in the backyard for any

a Under Covered Deck additional storage if needed. The property is equipped with irrigation water through the HOA for
. easy maintenance of your outdoor space. Additional features include a 2-car attached garage and a

s Fabulous Mountain separate insulated shop with utilities, offering versatility for hobbies and storage. With ample space
Views to tﬂark your RV, boat, or other recreational vehicles, this property is a haven for the outdcor
enthusiasts, Experience the perfect blend of comfort and natural beauty. This is more than just a

home - it is a lifestyle. Come see for yourself why this property is truly ONE OF A KIND!

70) 275-3016

tor@

Muchelle Klapperd cs,en, shes, s, agn
Broker/Owner
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: COMMENTARY

DRILL BABY DRILL WILL NOT IMPACT OUR ENERGY COSTS BUT WILL IMPACT OUR ENVIRONMENT AND OUR LIVES

By Sue Schmidt

In November 2024, residents in West Tex-
as experienced a series of earthquakes,
including a magnitude 3.4 which struck
near Toyah, TX, home of 61 people. A
mysterious 100ft geyser of chemical water
recently sprung into the air near that
town resulting in a rotten egg smell after
an abandoned well exploded. There is no
solution to contain the geyser. Residents
are concerned that leaks and blowouts
will contaminate their water, and they will
be impacted by toxic chemicals being
blasted into the air including methane.
The Railroad Commission of Texas has
spent $25 million to plug known orphaned
wells and has plugged 737 wells (10% of
the number of estimated orphaned wells
in Texas.) Regulations are lax allowing
companies to simply abandon non-
producing wells without properly sealing
them.

Seisemic Activity and Gas and Oil Pro-
duction

According to the U.S. Geological Survey
(USGS) which monitors seismic events
nationwide, this quake was part of a larg-
er trend of frequent earthquakes in Texas,
including a 5.1 magnitude earthquake in
September that was felt as far away as
San Antonio and Austin.

Some experts believe injecting high-
pressure fluid into underground rock for-
mations to extract oil and gas (fracking)
and injecting wastewater from these op-
erations back into the ground could be
linked to the surge in earthquakes.
“Earthquakes hit Texas town plagued by
rotten egg stench,” James Gordon, Dai-
lymail.com, November 12, 2024, https://
www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article
14070525/Earthquakes-hit-Texas-town-
plagued-rotten-egg-stench-mysterious-
geyser.html.

Oil and Gas Operations Cleanup Costs
Falls to Taxpayers

Colorado has 312 oil and gas well opera-
tors in Colorado that own 52,000 wells.
Colorado Oil and Gas Conservative Com-
mission (COGCC) groups them as follows:
(1) High producing wells (28%), (2) Strip-
per Wells (21%), (3) Low-producing Wells
(17%), (4) Uneconomic Wells (33%), and
(5) Orphan Wells (1%.) It costs about

$92,000 per well to plug and clean
up a well site.

If a company owning these wells
goes bankrupt, Colorado taxpayers
will assume that cost currently esti-
mated at $8 billion per Carbon
Tracker. So is the other option to let
geysers spew rotten egg smells from =
blown up abandoned wells? Current
estimates are that Colorado will
have $654 million on had in five
years to ensure that cleanup occurs.
Currently, large companies sell in-
terest in these non-producing sites to
small companies that often go out of busi-
ness and abandon these wells. Another
option for large producers is to keep them
open to avoid cleanup costs letting them
rust and go into disrepair. “43% of CO OQil
and Gas Companies Exclusively Own Inac-
tive, Leaky Wells, Sean Price, February 1,
2022, Colorado Times Recorder, https://
coloradotimesrecorder.com/2022/02/co-

Flaring, Silt, CO, February 2013. Courtesy photo.

and gas development.” At that time, An-
tero Resources planned to drill 200 wells
in the residential community of Battle-
ment Mesa. Setbacks at the time of that
study were as little as 150 feet from
homes. “Fracking study warns of air pol-
lution threat,” Dennis Webb, March 20,
2012, updated Sept 28, 2017, The Grand
Junction Sentinel. https://
www.gjsentinel.com/news/

oil-and-gas-exclusively-own-inactive-leaky

western colorado/fracking-study-warns-

-wells/42752/ and Colorado’s oil and gas
rules put taxpayers at risk, according to
study, Nick Bowlin, June 28, 2024, High
Country News, https://www.hcn.org/
articles/colorados-oil-and-gas-rules-put-
taxpayers-at-risk-according-to-study/
#:~:text=Colorado%20has%20nearly%
2048%2C000%20unplugged%200il%
20and,not%20include%20the%20cost%
200f%20removing%20surface.

Health Risks from Oil and Gas From
Fracking and Air Pollution

When we lived in Garfield County, CO, a
large volume of gas and oil wells sprang
up, all using fracking technology. Re-
searchers at the Colorado School of Public
Health at the University of Colorado-
Denver did an analysis of air samples near
well pads based on mounting health is-
sues. It found that both non-cancer and
cancer risks increased for residents living
within a half-mile of wells. “The study
said the well completions result in expo-
sure to trimethylbenzenes, aliaphatic hy-
drocarbons and xylenes, which can have
neurological and respiratory effects such
as eye irritation, headaches, sore throat
and difficulty breathing. Some Garfield
County residents have complained of such
symptoms in connection with nearby oil

of-air-pollution-threat/article 94bd3003-
6639-5d6¢-85e3-fb73c1678bad.html.
Active oil and gas wells in Colorado al-
most doubled from 22,228 in 2000 to
43,354 in 2010. The Bureau of Land Man-
agement (BLM) notes 95% of the new
wells in Colorado use fracking to access
natural gas. Guess that’s better than the
test they did in Rulison, CO on September
10, 1969 when a 40-kiloton nuclear
bomb was exploded in the subterranean
depths of the Piceance Basin. Ninety-
percent of the cost was funded by Hou-
ston, Texas-based Austral Oil and CER
Geonuclear Corporation in the hope of
extracting gas and oil from shale.

With respect to fracking, industry data
indicated in 2009 that 430 million gallons
of chemical-laced fluids had been injected
into more than 9,000 oil and gas wells in
Colorado. In a 2013 Western Organization
of Resource Council’s report, fracking at
that time was using 7 billion gallons of
water a year in four western states: Wyo-
ming, Colorado, Montana, and North Da-
kota. Water used in fracking is lost forev-
er due to contamination. A 2013 study
published in Endocrinology, “Estrogen and
Androgen Receptor Activities of Hydraulic
Fracturing Chemicals and Surface and

Continued next pg
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DRILL BABY DRILL WILL NOT IMPACT OUR ENERGY COSTS From previous pg

Ground Water in a Drilling-Dense Region”
found that water samples near Colorado
gas drilling in Garfield County using hy-
draulic fracturing showed the presence of
chemicals linked to infertility, birth de-
fects, and cancer at higher levels than
areas where fracking did not take place.
Wikipedia, https://www.gem.wiki/
Colorado_and_fracking

“Flaring results in the release of substan-
tial volumes of potent GHGs, including
methane, black soot and nitrous oxide”
and has a negative impact on climate
change and human health. Around 140
bcm of natural gas is flared globally each
year. The volume of natural gas flared in
2022 was around the same levels as in
2010. There are options available to re-
duce and avoid flaring but not being used
by producers. International Energy Agen-
cy, https://www.iea.org/energy-system/
fossil-fuels/gas-flaring#tracking

The gas resulting from flaring consists of
mostly methane along with volatile organ-
ics, sulfur compounds, and hazardous air
toxins like benzene. Methane warms the
planet. An estimated 18 million people
live within 2 km (1.24 miles) of oil and gas
wells and 500 million live within 5 km
(3.11 miles) of an active flare in Texas,
New Mexico, North Dakota, and Montana.
Flares and their emissions are known to
cause preterm births, pediatric asthma,
exacerbates pulmonary problems, and
forms smog linked to cardiovascular, nerv-
ous system, and reproductive health is-
sues. Gas like benzene are known carcino-
gens linked to birth controls. Where Gas
Flaring is Endangering Communities, April
24, 2024, Rocky Mountain Institute (RMI,)
https://rmi.org/where-gas-flaring-is-
endangering-communities/.

On August 3, 2024, Colorado Energy and
Carbon Management Commission ap-
proved Civitas Resources 32,000 acre plan
to permit 156 new oil and gas wells at
seven drilling locations in Arapahoe Coun-
ty none to be closer than 3,000 feet from
the nearest subdivision satisfying the
2,000-foot setback requirement adopted

by ECMC in 2020. Opponents say it is still
too close to neighborhoods, schools and
recreation areas and environmentally haz-
ardous sites like the Lowry Landfill. Colo-
rado regulators approve oil and gas drill-
ing plan on state land east of Aurora,
Chase Woodruff, August 7, 2024, Colorado
Newsline, https://
coloradonewsline.com/2024/08/07/
colorado-approve-oil-gas-drilling-aurora/.
Facts About US Production

1. The United States now produces nearly
all of the natural gas that it uses Natural
gas explained, US Energy Information Ad-
ministration, https://www.eia.gov/
energyexplained/natural-gas/where-our-
natural-gas-comes-from.php. Natural gas
is processed to remove petrochemicals
and impurities and results in “dry” gas
which is shipped in pipelines or cooled to
form liquified natural gas (LNG) which can
be transported overseas via ocean-going
tankers. “How the US Oil and Gas Indus-
try Works, Lindsay Maizland and Anshu
Siripurapu,” August 11, 2022, Renewing
America, https://www.cfr.org/
backgrounder/how-us-oil-and-gas-
industry-works. So additional production
of natural gas will not be used in the US
but shipped overseas to higher priced
markets driving prices up for everyone.
2.The United States is the top oil producer
(21.91 million barrels per day in 2023) —
Saudi Arabia is second (11.31 million bar-
rels per day in 2023) https://
www.eia.gov/tools/fags/fag.php?
id=709&t=6 Oil is refined into gasoline
and diesel, jet fuel, and petrochemicals.
“How the US Oil and Gas Industry Works,
Lindsay Maizland and Anshu Siripurapu,”
August 11, 2022, Renewing America,
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/how-
us-oil-and-gas-industry-works.

3. In early 2020 with global energy prices
collapsing due to COVID-19 restrictions
choking demand, the US government
granted companies billions of dollars in
tax benefits (your taxpayer dollars) as a
part of a massive fiscal stimulus program
and by 2022 the industry was banking

hefty profits as the economy recovered
and prices soared amid Russia’s war in
Ukraine.

“How the US Oil and Gas Industry Works,
Lindsay Maizland and Anshu Siripurapu,”
August 11, 2022, Renewing America,
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/how-
us-oil-and-gas-industry-works.
4.Fossil fuel industry’s wish list — more
taxpayer subsidies, more land opened for
dirty drilling, and fewer environmental
and health safeguards — none of these will
help your gas prices and grant them free
rein to lock the US into decades of higher
and more volatile energy prices, higher
toxic emissions, and greater climate de-
struction Cap 20, 5 Reasons why the Unit-
ed States Can’t Drill Its Way to Energy
Independence, March 10, 2022, https://
www.americanprogress.org/article/5-
reasons-why-the-united-states-cant-drill-
its-way-to-energy-independence/
5.The US produces enough oil to meet its
own needs BUT (1) the cost of getting the
oil out of the ground is cheaper overseas
and (2) since the US use to rely on crude
from other countries that produced heavy
crude, our refineries are geared toward
using heavier oils while most of the oil
produced in the US fields are light and
sweet crude.

We ship light crude oil out and ship heavy
crude in. “American Produces Enough Qil
to Meet Its Needs, So Why Do We Import
Crude?”, Martin Tiller, March 8, 2022,
Nasdag.

Increasing production will not be used in
the US to balance our energy needs but
will instead be shipped overseas to in-
crease the oil and gas industry’s profits.

It will not decrease our energy costs but
will instead increase them as Americans
will need to compete with higher prices
paid throughout the world for the energy
resources we are depleting from our own
stockpile.

Environmental impacts will have a long-
lasting impact on our own health and well
being, and drilling will have a lifetime im-
pact on the pristine areas we hold sacred.
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Come take a stroll down

memory lane and enjoy a
sweet treat!

N
\ 7.

) We have a variety of novelty candy, such as:
D¢ Big Hunk, Charleston Chew, Abba-Zaba,
i candy cigarettes, and more.

We also have new trendy candy such as:
Freeze-Dried candy, the Hottest Gummy Bear Challenge,
and the Harry Potter Collection.

We have Rocky Mountain soda and -
\ Brown Chicken Brown Cow ice cream, ﬁg)
which is made in Ouray, Colorado.

Cannonball Candy & Soda Shop
14 S. Uncompahgre Ave. ¢ Montrose, CO ¢ 970-209-9252



The Montrose Mirror November 18,2024

Page 52

CARTOON BY TIM JONES
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Alpen Confections
970-648-0609

Remington’s at the Bridges
970-252-1119

Crash Burger
970-249-0825

Coffee Trader
970-249-6295
970-787-9021

Tacos & Beer
970-964-4448

Tacos & Beer on Main
970-964-4999

Pahgre's
970-249-6442

Premier Sponsor:
Montrose Farmers Market
970-249-0705

Horsefly Brewing
970-249-6889

Jimmer’s BBQ,
Burgers & Beer
970-252-1227

Fiesta Guadalajara
970-249-2460

El Jimador
970-249-8990

Busy Corner White Kitchen
970-323-6215

Delta: CB’s Tavern
970-399-3570

DirneOuiMoritrose, cornz

Lighthouse Eatery
970-964-7570

Ray's Corner Cafe
970-417-4340

Trattoria de Sofia
970-249-0433

Rib City
970-249-7427

Stone House
970-240-8899

Sidelines Sports Bar
970-765-0129

Amelias Hacienda Restaurante
970-249-1881

Delta: Pour Ernie's
970-546-0074

e
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TMS
COMPUTER
SERVICES

— WE OFFER:

« Affordable Computer Maintenance,
Sales, and Design

Web Development and Maintenance
Data Protection Strategies

Backup Strategies

Security

Affordable Monthly Business
Maintenance Solutions

Mobile & Remote Support

— WESPECIALIZE IN
IT SERVICES FOR:

» Fire Departments
 Police Stations

« Government

» Area Businesses

— CONTACT IVAN AT

970.708.1014

telluridemaintenancesolutions@gmail.com

SERVING MONTROSE, OURAY,
SAN MIGUEL, MESA, AND
SURROUNDING COUNTIES



http://www.telluridemaintenancesolutions.com/
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fa Real Estate Store

Porsonal, Professional, Property Brokers

ELEVATED _
LIFESTYLE =
FOR SALE

216 ‘ssro)ads D|rcle
Montros\G{l AR 1

MLS# 818821 \

\_ SELLER OFFER: 1 Year Paid

$349,000 < HOA Dues on Buyer's Behalf -

Come enjoy the easy care lifestyle of
TOWNHOUSE Crossroads Park in Montrose, Colorado.

DETAILS: & 2 Bedroom This home can be the perfect property

= 9 Bath for either lock and leave or just o
© £ DANFOOM  re|axed way of life Enclosed back yard

2 Car Garage for those who want a place for an
% 1245 Sq. Ft animal or just the place to create your

' “own haven. Nice large kitchen and open
space concept allows for any type of
furniture to enhance the space. Pantry in
kitchen area and all appliances included.
Washer/dryer area that holds ample
storage and folding area. HOA maintains
the front yard, exterior of the unit, and

//(fcéc/é %ﬁﬁﬂ—i‘— the roof. Come and relax.. You are home!
CRS, GRI, SRES, SFR, ABR
| BROKER/OWNER

(970) 275-3016 : WWWTHE-RES.COM

michelleklippertrealtor@gmail.com




The Montrose Mirror November 18,2024

Page 55

OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS

DEMOCRATS CAN LIE WITH IMPUNITY AND RARELY FACE ANY CONSEQUENCE

Editor:

It is no secret that one-sided media cover-
age means that Democrats can lie with
impunity and rarely face any consequence
for their subterfuge. In the 2020 election
Donald Trump faced media interference,
suspicious ballot dumps, politicized cen-
sorship of information, low-security elec-
tion laws, polling place issues, etc.
(Somehow Biden got 81.4 million votes in
that election, but Obama only got 69.5
million in 2008 and 65.9 million in 2012,
and Kamala got 66.4 million in 20247?) The
fact that Trump succeeded in making the
2024 election “too big to rig” doesn't
make those problems any less threatening
to self-governance. He faced the same
problems in 2024. States automatically
registered residents to vote without re-
quiring proof of citizenship. Overly broad
laws governing overseas voters allowed
people to vote in critical swing states de-
spite never setting foot there. States with
mass mail voting regimes sent ballots to
the wrong places. Laws allowed undated
ballots to be turned in after election day.
Many states didn't require ID to vote, or
treated non-citizen licenses as qualifying
ID. Election officials decided to keep dead,
moved, or otherwise unqualified “voters”
on their voter rolls. Our esteemed DOJ
even sued Virginia to keep that state from
removing noncitizens from their voter
roles.

In our own state of Colorado, Secretary of
State Jena Griswold's actions are painful to
watch, but the media repeats her lies

without question. Entire passwords were
revealed online for four to six months for
664 pieces of election equipment in 63 of
64 Colorado counties. Griswold lied that
they were only partial passwords. She lied
when she said it took two passwords to
get into the systems. She lied when she
indicated remote access cannot happen.
She distorted the facts when she claimed
there is no evidence the systems were
accessed, knowing that even an average
hacker could compromise the system and
leave no trace they had been in the ma-
chines. She lied when she declared a pass-
word change is sufficient, when cyber ex-
perts warn the systems must be quaran-
tined pending a total forensic investiga-
tion. Griswold's aide admitted that they
tried to keep the security breach a secret
from election clerks because it would cre-
ate a media frenzy of bad publicity. Fur-
ther, the passwords were only changed
after the breach was made public and
Griswold was forced to respond. She then
insulted the intelligence of every Colorado
citizen by launching her own investigation
and calling it “independent.” She first em-
ployed a law firm with deep ties to the
Democrat Party and which had donated to
her political campaign. When she was
called out on that, she hired another law
firm. Don't count on Griswold being held
accountable for her incompetence and
coverup as long as Democrats control our
state House, Senate, and governorship.
Meanwhile election machines across the
state remain compromised.

One further comment on accountability.
Now that the $200 million Montrose High
School ballot issue has been soundly de-
feated, where is the accountability within
the Montrose County School District for
the several instances of questionable be-
havior on the part of individuals within the
District?

Did the person or persons responsible for
breaking state law by using taxpayer funds
to advocate for passage of the ballot issue
receive any consequence for their actions?
Was Superintendent Stephenson penal-
ized in any way for insulting the 16,701
Montrose County people who just voted
for Trump in the 2024 election by calling
them either racist or OK with racism?

A major school district talking point for
the ballot issue was school safety, indi-
cating that the multiple access points to
the high school compromised students'
safety.

Now that they have admitted that they
have a problem, what are they going to do
about it? Also, | have yet to see where
MCSD has addressed the questions re-
garding its administration staffing levels
compared to other area school districts.
The continued silence leads me to believe
the reports that MCSD has twice the num-
ber of administrators as Mesa County
School District and half the number of
students are true. It would seem that Su-
perintendent Stephenson and the school
board should either address the question
or address the problem.

Ed Henrie, Montrose
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MLS# 815019 . },;~e;—

59755 Spring Creek Rd. .
Montrose, CO 81403

Renovated in phases between 2010 and 2014 the
home seamlessly blends modern upgrades with
timeless elegance. Step inside to discover a
beautifully remodeled interior, adorned with
exquisite wood floors, upgraded cabinetry, and
state-of-the-art appliances in the kitchen and
dining area, where an inviting island awaits for
culinary endeavors. A cozy sitting area adjacent to
the dining room invites moments of contemplation
while soaking in the mountain vistas.

Features: ©2301sqft
@ 3 Bedroom

@ 3 Bathroom
@ 4 Car Garage
@ 3.236 Acres

\

a5

fechelle Klippers
Broker/Owner

CRS, ABR. GRI. SRES SFR

‘-‘..____._,._.L

w4w5’5 2@_ oy

e HOME

michelleklippertrealtor@gmail.com
C-(970) 275-3016, O - (970) 249-7653

fal Real Estate Store

Personal, Professiona, Property Brokers
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| Picturesque

-

Located in the highly sought-after
Spring Creek area of Montrose County,
this residence offers a peaceful retreat
with unparalleled views. The property
features ample space for vehicles and
recreational equipment, including a 4+
car garage with a newer 681 sq ft
addition ideal for a workshop, sarage or
RV storage, complemented by a
convenient 24
additional storage

x 12.5' carport for

needs..

www.the-res.com

500 E Main Street
Montrose, CO 81401
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS

MONTROSE REPUBLICAN WOMEN PRESENT 2024 CIVIC AWARDS HONORING LOCAL VOLUNTEERS

Special to the Mirror

MONTROSE-Montrose Republican Women honored volunteers during its
2024 Giving Thanks Civic Awards Ceremony. The 8th annual celebration
recognized four local citizens for their unwavering efforts and talents to
support our community and nation.

MRW President Kerri Catlin spoke of how these volunteers use their gifts
and talents to protect and improve our society. With passion and dedica-
tion, they themselves foster hope and encouragement, restore faith and
bring direction into our lives.

During the Thanksgiving luncheon, MRW members recognized these indi-
viduals with a certificate of appreciation and a brief biography focusing
on details of volunteer work each contributes to our community.

Thank you all for your resolve and hard work to make our community
and nation a better place to live.

The 2024 MRW Civic Award Recipients:

. . . . Montrose Republican Women honored volunteers. Courtesy
Air Force Veteran Lt. Col. Peter Barnes was recognized for his service and photo.
being instrumental in the secret research and development of the

“Stealth” aircraft series. As a pilot, Barnes tested and flew these aircraft and
the deployment of the advanced high-altitude weapons system. Presented
by MRW Vice President Cherie Whiteford.

Montrose Rancher/Farmer John Field volunteers his time and knowledge on
local, state and national boards which focus on agriculture and natural re-
sources. He is instrumental in educating and directing policy to positively
impact productive ag. Presented by Former State Senator Don Coram.

Liz Mauch volunteers in many capacities. She is currently the President of
the Montrose Botanical Society and oversees its many events, including the
Garden of Lights. She helps in the education of youth and is part of the Mont-
rose Veterans Memorial project, to name a few of her endeavors. MRW
member Pat Brown, presenter.

Ray Langston volunteers his time and talents on various community and po-
litical boards. Langston advocates, educates, and fundraises for multiple or-
ganizations. He is a gun enthusiast and purports gun safety and education for
young and old. He currently is a youth mentor and faithful church-goer.
MRW Treasurer Diane Carabetta, presenter.
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If you have foot & ankle issues

GET BACKTO
WHAT YOU LOVE

Dr. Joshua Bagley
Orthopaedic Surgeon

The Western Slope’s expert
for foot and ankle issues.

Dr. Bagley is your resource for all things
foot and ankle, including the innovative

Total Ankle Replacement.

\ For more information, call
@ 970-249-6641

WESTERN SLOPE

ORTHOPAEDILLCS

&: MONTROSE
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VERA L. BACA
February 28, 1950 — November 9, 2024

VERA L. BACA, 74, passed away of natural causes on Saturday November 9th, 2024 at her home in
Naturita, CO. She was surrounded by her children and made the transition peacefully.

Vera was born the seventh child of Benjamin and Ruth Dunning in Scottsluff, Nebraska on February
28, 1950. She attended her primary and secondary education in Englewood, CO. After a successful
career, Vera retired from the Defense Finance and Accounting Office in Aurora, CO and shortly after
relocated to the Western Slope to be closer to her grandchildren and enjoy that part of the coun-
try. She enjoyed caring for and decorating her home, and especially enjoyed any opportunity to
spend time with her grandchildren, family, and friends. Vera never ceased to welcome people with
her great smile, and she will be sorely missed.

Vera is preceded in death by her parents, her brothers Larry Dunning, Michael Dunning, David
Dunning, and Ben Dunning. She is survived by her sisters Judy Ross of Longmont Colorado and Ve-
ronica Manuel of Seal Beach, California; two sons, Gale Sinks (Shannon) of Houston Texas, Joshua
Sinks (Shawna) of Nucla, Colorado; six grandchildren and seven great-grandchildren.

CAROL HENDRIX DAVIS

CAROL HENDRIX DAVIS was born in Merced, California on Jan 13, 1943, returned HOME to Colorado
with her Mother at Age 2. Over her lifetime, she lived in many towns, but all roads lead home to
Southwest Colorado because the LORD lives here: in the mountains, canyons, rivers, forests, sunris-
es, sunsets, changing of the seasons and interesting cloud displays. No place on earth can bring the
indescribable peace one can feel here.

School and learning were a privilege, graduating Durango High in 1961, but mostly, life's useful les-
sons were learned from Carol's Dear Mother.

Being a secretary was her goal, after four years of working the school office, her career began pro-
fessionally in 1962 at Beneficial Finance in Durango.

While living in Eastern CO, she worked in several Farmers Insurance offices. Later in her career she
was the secretary at the United Methodist Church of Montrose, retiring in 2012, 50 years later.
Wife, Mom, and Grandma were her favorite titles, family was her greatest joy, along with her long-
time marriage, her Catholic Faith and her hobby, (gathering friends).

Carol's best friend, (her husband of 57 years), Gary Davis, survives, along with their son, Brian and
wife Jody, daughters, Donna, Diana, aunt Ardis and cousin, Bill Wolgram. Grandsons, Nicholas, Brent, James Benjamin, Brady and
Garrett brought very much joy into her life. Many pets have come and gone, she loved each one dearly, said they loved her back
and understood her when no one else did.

Cremation was Carol's wish, a family and friends gathering to spread her ashes will be held, date to be announced. NO other ser-
vices are planned, and she requests those who knew her would think fondly of her and recall a quote from Actor, Michael Landon,
"Remember me with smiles and laughter, for that is how | will remember you: If you cannot remember me with smiles and laugh-
ter, then don't remember me at all."

Arrangements are in the care of Crippin Funeral Home, Montrose, CO 970-249-2121

CELEBRATING LOCAL BEAUTY.
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MONA JONES

August 21, 1932 — November 5, 2024

With a heavy heart, we announce the
passing of Mona Marie Jones. She was a
beloved wife, mother, grandmother, sis-
ter, aunt and friend who touched the lives
of many with her kindness, generosity,
and gentle spirit.

Mona was born to William Roy & Lydia
(Alvey) Woods on August 21,1932 in
Texhoma, Oklahoma. Roy and Lydia home-
steaded on Summit Point, Utah but trav-
eled back to Oklahoma to be with family
for the birth of their first child. They re-
turned to Summit Point when Mona was a
few months old.

Her sister, Wanda June was born a few
years later in Monticello, Utah. The family
remained on the homestead, farming and
building a life together for nearly 20 years.
On November 17, 1952, Mona married Ira
Custer Jones in Gallup, NM. Together they
lived in many places as Ira worked in vari-
ous Uranium mines in the four corners
area. Upon moving to Bedrock, CO in 1972
they found the place to call home, where
they spent the remainder of their lives.

Mona lived a life of hard work, loving

care, and cherished moments. She was
dedicated to her role as a homemaker and
took pride in caring for her family's needs,
home, and yard. Everyone in her circle
received love as she provided physical and
emotional care to all.

While Mona was never a member of a
particular church, she lived Christian val-
ues throughout her life. She had respect
for all who shared their beliefs with her.
She was preceded in death by her parents,
Roy and Lydia, her husband Ira Jones, her
sister Monica Zimmerman, and Paul &
Viola Nixon, her father and mother-in-law
whom she loved dearly.

Mona is survived by her children, Sherry
Pribble (James), Tommy Jones (Ramona),
Tammy Moyer and Chad Jones (Brenda)
and grandchildren: Candace Knotts, Jamie
Joslin, Colby Chiles, Timothy Jones, Stacy
Dominquez, Shaylene Randolph, Cassie
Miller, Nick Randolph, Shawna Yos, Ashley
Warn, Casey Jones, Cody Jones. She has 26
great-grandchildren, her brother David
Wells, sister Wanda Hemphill, numerous
nieces and nephews, and individuals

whom she considered family. She also
leaves behind a community of friends who
will miss her dearly.

We find comfort in knowing that Mona's
spirit will continue to inspire us all. We will
all strive to live a life as honorable as hers.
- The Family

CARLOS LEE KILLE
May 31, 1941 — November 6, 2024

CARLOS LEE KILLE passed away peacefully in his home Wednesday November 6,2024 surrounded by his

family.

Carlos was born May 31,1941in Brookfield, Missouri to Frank and Mabel Kille. He was the 14th of 16
children. When Carlos was 10 years old the Kille’s moved to Grand Junction, Colorado. Carlos graduated

from high school in 1959. After graduation he moved to California.

Carlos married Susan Palmer in 1961 in Santa Rosa, California. He was skilled in many trades but being a
lifelong baker was his true talent. Carlos enjoyed the mountains, camping and hunting with his family.

Together they had two children, LeeAnn (Derek) and Brian (Karia).

In 1976 the family of four moved to Montrose, Colorado, where they have resided for 48 years. They

have five grandchildren CJ Inda (Kerri), Kasie Macri (Robert), Jessica Parker (Trent), Kyla Kille (Jake) and
Brianna Kille (Alex). They also have seven great grandchildren.

Carlos was proceeded in death by his parents, nine brothers, four sisters and one great granddaughter.
He is survived by his family and two sisters.

Please join us for a celebration of Carlos’s life on Saturday November 30th at Montrose Elks Lodge from 3-5.
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WESLEY GENE ASHLEY

June 24,

WESLEY GENE ASHLEY passed away peace-
fully at his home in Montrose, Colorado,
on November 4, 2024, after a long strug-
gle with chronic pain and complications
from heart and lung illnesses. He died in
the tender care of his wife and family.

Gene was born in the old St. Luke's Hospi-
tal in Montrose, Colorado, on June 24,
1937, to Wesley Leonard Ashley and Doris
Mae Calloway. He was the oldest of three
children and was raised with his sisters
Donna and Sue in the Montrose area be-
fore the family moved to Ouray County
where Gene spent most of his youth. He
graduated from Ridgway High School in
1955 which he never let his wife Wanda or
her brothers forget, all graduates of rival
Ouray High School.

From an early age, Gene was drawn to
the outdoors. He learned farming, ranch-
ing, and hunting from his father and fish-
ing from his mother. He spent countless
hours tracking deer and elk, casting in
worms for rainbow trout, and riding hors-
es. As he was known to frequently share
(with a sparkle in his eye), he always
caught the most and biggest fish, shot elk
and deer with the widest antlers, and rode
the most dangerous trails of the San
Juans. In his later years, his yard and gar-
den were his pride and joy. He had no

1937 — November 4, 2024

rivals when it came to the size of his on-
ions or the heat of his jalapenos.

When it came to winning, he always did!
As a youth, he and his partner Wanda,
later to become his wife, were on the
team that won the Colorado state square
dancing championship. As family members
will attest, he seldom lost in cribbage, his
favorite card game, and was almost im-
possible to beat in horseshoes. Gene al-
ways had a regulation-size horseshoe pit
in his backyard and challenged anyone to
a game. Oh yes, he never let a difficult
word puzzle conquer him.

While in Germany during his three-year
service in the Army, Gene gained a love of
country and was a proud veteran and pa-
triot throughout his life. Old Glory always
flew on the family flagpole in the front
yard, and he wasn’t shy about letting you
know who he was going to vote for in the
next election.

He was a man of many professions and
never shied away from a hard day of work.

Ranching was his first love and he spent
much of his life raising cattle and breeding
horses.

He started an Appaloosa ranch in Colora-
do and eventually moved it to Montana
where he spent many years. When not
ranching, he was operating heavy equip-

ment for county governments, running a
logging operation with his dad in Colora-
do’s Sanborn Park, and working for the ski
resorts in Aspen, Colorado. He was even a
team calf roper on the rodeo circuit for
many years.

Gene amazed his family with his memory.
Had he pursued an academic career, he
would have been the envy of his class. Up
until the very end, he never forgot a per-
son, place, or thing. He remembered the
name of every childhood friend and every
experience he had with them, every road
he had ever driven, every home he had
ever lived in, and every person he had
ever met. He easily recalled every fact and
figure he ever learned and was the fami-
ly’s walking encyclopedia.

He is survived by his four children from
his first marriage and many grandchildren.
He will be missed by his wife Wanda and
the family he inherited from her including
her three children, her brothers and sister,
and many nieces and nephews. His family
expresses appreciation to all of Gene’s
caregivers with a special thanks to Wendi
Sorden of Hope West Hospice. Gene will
be interred in Grand Junction at the Veter-
ans Memorial Cemetery of Western Colo-
rado. A memorial service for friends and
family will be held at a future date.
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BETTY ARLENE SMYLE
December 1, 1939-November 3, 2024

BETTY ARLENE SMYLE went to be with the Lord Sunday November 3, 2024.

Betty was born to Clint and Freda Driscoll on December 1, 1939, in Ogden, Utah. She was the young-
est of six children and the only daughter.

Betty was married to Chuck Frey in 1957. They had two children. They later divorced. She met and
married Pete Smyle in 1993.

They were married until the time of his death in March 2023.

Because Chuck was in the Air Force and Pete did construction Betty got to travel and live in numer-
ous places in her life but since she was raised in Hotchkiss, CO she always called Hotchkiss home.

One of her greatest joys was spending time with family and friends. She loved working in her sister-
in-law ‘s flower shop and designing flower arrangements. She enjoyed crafting and decorating her
home. Pete and she loved to gamble while living in Nevada.

Betty is survived by her daughter Bonnie (Mike) Steely of Montrose, Co, son Billy (Theresa) Frey of
Crescent Valley, NV, three stepchildren Brian (Naomi) Smyle of Bowman, ND, Lisa (Howard) Rice of
Burlington, ND, Kyla Wolford of Bismarck, ND and numerous grandchildren and great grandchildren.

There will be a small family gathering at a later date.

The family would like to thank the staff at Montage Creek and Hope West Hospice for the amazing care she received.

SUNDRA MAE HECHT
September 16, 1950-November 3, 2024

SUNDRA HECHT passed away peacefully Sunday morning surrounded by her family. Although she was born in Cor-
tez CO, she was a long-time resident of Montrose CO.

Sundra and Her husband Martin Hecht had many adventures together during their 40 years of marriage.

Sundra and Martin shared five children; Jerry Hecht and his wife Mona, Leroy Hecht and his wife Elizabeth, Ray
Sanderson, Kelly Tunget and her husband Richard Tunget, and Jennifer Wilkins. They also shared 15 grandchildren
and many great-grandchildren.

Sundra fondly remembered her niece Crystal Godfrey, all her cousins, both extended families, and her friends and
co-workers.

Sundra was preceded in death by her parents, Albert Godfrey and Lucille Beene Godfrey, her brother AC Godfrey, and her son Ray
Sanderson.
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DONALD (DON) RADOVICH
January 3, 1932 — November 9, 2024

Artist and naturalist Don Radovich passed
away peacefully of natural causes at home
in Montrose, Colorado, on November 9th
to a chorus of Sandhill Cranes—a symbolic
tribute to a man who spent much of his 92
years championing the conservation and
enjoyment of birds and wildlife through
his paintings.

Born in Nazareth, PA, to Serbian/
American parents, Angelina and Zivan
Radovich, Don grew up with his older sis-
ter, Olga (McDonald), in Ecorse Michigan.
He spent summers at his uncle’s Swan
Creek farm where he discovered the won-
ders of a natural world and began sketch-
ing colorful warblers and songbirds ob-
served on daily walks. Upon high school
graduation, he enrolled in classes at the
University of Michigan and eventually
transferred to the University of New Mexi-
co, majoring in art and biology.

After serving with the Army’s First Division

(1954-56), Don returned to work for New
Mexico Dept of Game and Fish as an illus-
trator and field biologist. In 1960, he en-

rolled at University of New Mexico gradu-
ate school and earned a Master of Fine
Arts Degree, then took a position in 1964
in Gunnison, Colorado, as professor at
Western State College (now Western Col-
orado University). Shortly thereafter, he
met and married Sheryl Nash and togeth-
er they started a family with the birth of
sons Steve (1970) and Nick (1974). Teach-
ing in the Art Department became his
dream job and gave him the opportunity
to mentor talented students.

Along with teaching, he opened Los Pinos
Art Gallery and Frame Shop in Gunnison
and illustrated numerous scientific jour-
nals and books including Birds of North
America, Birds of the West Indies, and
Birds of Colorado’s Gunnison Country
(Western State College Foundation). He
retired in 1988, to prepare for a one-man
show at the National Wildlife Gallery in
Washington DC.

Don and Sheryl moved to Ouray in 2001
to establish the Canyon Creek Gallery and
purchased a winter residence in Tucson’s

Sonoran Desert. In 2005, they relocated
the summer home to Montrose, where
Don could grow his fruit trees, watch wild-
life along the backyard seasonal stream,
and paint in his small studio. He derived
greatest pleasure when visited by family,
friends and fellow artists.

Don is survived by his beloved wife Sher-
yl, son Nick and wife Linh, daughter-in-law
Kate, grandchildren Henry, Alex, Eddie,
Tanner and Brody, and his best dog bud-
dy, Mojo.

He was preceded in death by his parents,
sister Olga and son Steve.

Sheryl would like to express gratitude to
the Audubon Book Club, the Art Boys,
family friends, Woodgate neighbors, and
Hope West for their many acts of kind-
ness. Gifts in Don’s memory can be made
to the Black Canyon Audubon Society. A
private memorial will be held at a future
date.

The spirit of this kind and gentle man,
who loved the natural world, has taken
flight!
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DR. VIOLA HARRISON

The Harrison clan is sad to announce the
loss of an amazing woman, Viola Harrison.
We also have the privilege of celebrating
the life of Grammy, Mama-son, Mom and
Dr. Viola Harrison. Viola gifted all who
were in her life with unwavering support
and unconditional love. And she had plen-
ty to give. With each new member of our
family, she grew another branch of her
tree of worry, unconditional support and
love.

Viola Russell was born and raised in Med-
ford, Oregon. She attended Lewis & Clark
College where she met her husband, Dr.
Tom Harrison. Viola Harrison received her
Masters degree in rhetoric, then her PhD
in Feminist Linguistics from The fielding
Institute. In 1958, she drove the AlCan
highway to Alaska in a pickup truck and
camper with her husband and three small
children. Alaska would remain her home
for the next 50 years.

For a time, she was a teacher among Eski-
mo teachers in Kotzebue, Alaska. Later, at
the University of Alaska Anchorage, then
Dr. Viola Harrison was a teacher spreading
knowledge, self-confidence, and explora-

1937 - 2024

tion of self. She contin-
ued her work

after retirement
through volunteering
in literature classes in
Santa Fe, New Mexico.
Viola was also an ac-
complished musician.
She played viola in the
Anchorage Symphony
Orchestra, Tucson
Symphony Orchestra
and Los Alamos Sym-
phony

Her family in Alaska,

Washington, and Colo-
rado continue her tra-
dition of cooking. Around the kitchen we

all show our love and connect because this

is where Viola was a master.

Viola was an intrepid adventurer! From
small Eskimo villages above the arctic cir-
cle, to the rugged coastline of Halibut
Cove and Katchemak Bay, to Santa Fe and
Tucson in the Southwest and finally com-
ing to rest in Montrose, Colorado. Viola
loved the outdoors whether hiking,

boating, picking blueberries, harvesting
mussels or sitting around a fire of drift-
wood on a beach. She has left a legacy of
taking calculated risks, independence

of action and thought and appreciation of
experiencing the present moment.

Viola, Mom, Grandma, your love will live
inside all of us for the rest of our days.
Thank you for being you and thank you for
loving us.

THE MONTROSE MIRROR
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- Taurus constellation is often
By Dr. Lauren Hall Ruddell, Ph.D. Courtesy Photo. referred to as the "Seven Sis-

Although | seldom see sunsets because |
am in bed so early in the summer, | often
see the night sky in the pre-dawn hours. It
always fills me with a sense of wonder,
awe, and curiosity. | feel my breathing
slowing and deepening involuntarily and a
sense of curiosity about ‘what’s out there’
growing.

Scientists estimate around 80 per cent of
people live under light-polluted skies. The
Milky Way is no longer visible to a third of
us. | am fortunate to live on the edge of
the Black Canyon of the Gunnison Interna-
tional Dark Sky Park, with views to the
east so clear and free of light pollution
that | can sometimes make out the Pleia-
des. For those of you who don’t know the
significance of that, being able to see this
star cluster is supposed to be a test of
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Black Canyon night sky. Photo Courtesy of Greg Owens, 2015.

2sight. This group of stars in the

ters." Legend has it that seven
daughters of the gods Atlas and Pleione
were companions of Artemis, the goddess
of the hunt. Zeus turned the Pleiades into
a group of stars in the night sky to save
them from Orion, the hunter. Ancient
Greek legend has it, that is. | always feel
grateful for my optometrist whenever |
spy them.

My sense of curiosity, relaxation, and awe
are not unique to me. A 2024 study by Dr.
Chris Barnes in the UK found that out of
400 participants surveyed, those that re-
ported a stronger connection to the night
sky scored better on mental health and
happiness scales. Dr Barnes says, "...The
higher the connection that someone had
to the natural environment at night, they
felt happier and had a more positive out-
look and a more positive wellbeing." A

2014 American and British collaboration
found similar results for people who have
experience star gazing and who also love
watching wildlife at night.

That sounds pleasant enough, but does it
really provide measurable benefits to us?
One astronomer associated with The As-
tronomy for Mental Health project states
that, “Feelings of awe have been shown to
reduce inflammation, lower the heart rate
and increase the presence of the hormone
oxytocin, boosting positive emotions.”
Awesome! (pun intended). Even better for
those around us because when engaged

in awe we enter a state of perspective
known as the ‘small self’, which | have
addressed in earlier articles. This engen-
ders prosocial behaviors such as an in-
creased sense of community, kindness,
generosity and even patience. To really
get the most of naked-eye stargazing, you
have to give yourself about 15 minutes for

Continued next pg



https://www.abc.net.au/news/health/2024-08-11/stargazing-and-mental-health-night-sky-can-boost-your-wellbeing/104177006
https://ecopsychology-journal.eu/v5/EJE%20v5_Bell%20et%20al.pdf
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YOUR BRAIN ON NATURE: DARK NIGHT From previous pg

your eyes to adjust. And unless you see
meteors, things really don’t speed up
much after that. You can’t rush the cos-
mos to suit your schedule.

Veteran stargazers report increased ca-
pacity for patience and while the science
on this is lacking at this time, there seems
to be agreement among celestial devotees
that certainly some patience is required
from the outset, but it also improves with
hours spent staring upward at what is now
being referred to as Dark Nature.

We are insanely fortunate in this area to
have such amazing access to awe inspiring
nightscapes when the weather permits. |
feel privileged to be granted this bounty
and | want to encourage families to get
outside at night, even bundled up, to ab-
sorb the beauty and wonder that so many
other humans are excluded from. You may
even be able to stimulate your star brain

cells.

What did you just write, you ask? Star
brain cells? Yep, we have them and they
are called astrocytes. Once overlooked as
being sort of irrelevant, there's been in-
creasing amounts of evidence that astro-
cytes can listen to chemical messages sent
between neurons at synapses, and can
respond with their own signals, providing
an extra layer of complexity to how our
brain receives and responds to infor-
mation.

They were discounted for many years
because they seemed to be about ten
times slower than signals seen in neurons.
Scientists therefore believed the cells
were too slow for effective information
processing.

However, by developing a new tool that
allows the study of astrocyte activity in
awake mice with unprecedented detail,

certain researchers have discovered that
assumption may have been wrong and
have found for the first time that astro-
cytes generate signals which are just as
fast as those of neurons. This activity
seems to traverse from one region to an-
other upon demand, apparently for
memory imprintation. These activity
‘hotspots’ could represent memory en-
grams -- a pattern that represents a spe-
cific behavior or a memory, like which
stars make up Orion and his belt.

Memory engrams are still theoretical, and
highly controversial, but so what, it’s fun
to speculate. So give your star cells some-
thing to remember and encode this winter
whenever the mood strikes you for ‘star
bathing’ as the South Koreans call it, and
revel in the splendor of Dark Nature when
the skies are clear and the cold is not too
brutal.

COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS

MAGIC CIRCLE THEATRE SUPPORTERS JOIN RIBBON CUTTING CELEBRATIO

Special to Art & Sol
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MONTROSE-Joining the celebration were David Tabor (Volunteer), Mike & Angel Cantanese & Paul (Montrose Signs), Steve Metheny (DMEA/
Elevate), Gayla Warner (Designer), Doug Glaspell (City of Montrose, City Council), Lisa Rediger (Magic Circle Executive Director) Courtesy photo.
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Lot #330 ONLY $139,000
PARTIALLY EURNISHED!

Brand New Skyline

1,185 SF, 3 Bed/2 Bath,
Beautiful Open Floor
Plan! Vinyl flooring
throughout. Kitchen

offers Black Appliances
and Hidden Laundry with
Pantry. Master Bedroom
has Built in Dresser with

Walk-In Closet. Master
Bathroom includes

Spacious Walk-In
Shower. 2nd & 3rd

Bedroom is at the front
of the home, next to the
Full Guest Bath.
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Where Quality Meets Affordability
Welcome to your Home Sweet Home! A

refreshing, peaceful community with breathtaking
views! Move-In-Ready homes with upgrades & curb
appeal throughout.

970-615-9412 MONDAY-SATURDAY 8 AMTO 5 PM 62650 LaSalle Rd MONTROSE, CO 81401

julie@thehiddenlakecommunity.com Www.thehiddenlakecommunity.com EliaE



http://www.thehiddenlakecommunity.com/
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SAN JUAN WEAVERS GUILD SHOW & SALE TO BE NOV. 23

Special to the Mirror

MONTROSE-The San Juan Weavers Guild presents its 46th annual Show and Sale Saturday, Nov. 23, at the Ute Museum, 17253
Chipeta Rd., in Montrose, CO, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Guild members offer their handmade items for sale, providing unusual and
distinctive gifts for the holiday season. Educational opportunities include demonstrations and hands-on experience for all ages, as
well as displays of guild projects. Admission to the sale is free, and the facility is wheelchair-accessible.

CHIPETA ARCHAEOLOGY SOCIETY TO MEET NOV. 20

Special to the Mirror
MONTROSE-It’s Potpourri Night! Please join us for three short presentations including Hawaiian Petroglyphs, Champion Mines

above Ouray and Chipeta Archaeology Society history. Nov. 20 at 7pm at the United Methodist Church 19 S Park Avenue Montrose.
Free.

Special to Art & Sol

TELLURIDE- The Telluride Institute’s Talk-
ing Gourds Poetry Program is proud to
announce the winner of the 28th Annual
Fischer Prize for Poetry: Rebecca Foust of
Minnesota for her poem, Polaris.

“The poem unfurls on the page like the
galaxies in our open skies,” noted Judge
Juan Morales. “It also affirms the stars
belong to us all with its native connec-
tions.”

Foust was delighted to learn of the award,
adding: “My poem Polaris is from a longer
sequence inspired by a re-reading of
George Orwell's 1984 during the pandem-
ic. Some of these are collected in my

new chapbook, You Are Leaving the Amer-
ican Sector, that was released this fall
from Backbone Press.”

This year 284 poets submitted 566 poems
in the Fischer contest. In addition to the
first place $1000 prize, the contest fea-
tures five $250 Outstanding Finalist prizes,
plus nine Honorable Mentions. Poems,
photos of poets and bios can be accessed
at www.tellurideinstitute.orq/2024fischer
-cantor-prize-winning-poems

The five Outstanding Finalists for the 2024
Fischer Prize are Kelly Rowe of Arizona
with Waiting for Sunrise, Liza Patrick of
Colorado with How You Hold, Mary
Buchinger of Massachusetts with Gentian,

REBECCA FOUST WINS FISCHER POETRY PRIZE

Julia Liu of New Jersey with Fortune Cook-
ie, and former Fischer Prize winner Carlos
Andrés Gémez currently of Georgia with
Aperture.

The nine Honorable Mentions include
Dawn Dupler of Missouri with My
hometown carved out a golf course from
2,000-year-old Native American ceremoni-
al earthworks, David Allen Sullivan of Cali-

fornia with To Eat a Peach, Samantha Rus-

sell of Oregon with Burnt Edges, Rafaella
Del Bourgo of California with Winter, Low-
er Longley, Tasmania, Gary V. Powell of
North Carolina with First Kill, Kelly Houle
of Arizona with The Basket of Apples,
Junxin Tang of Indiana with Portrait of My
Grandfather in the Korean War (1952),
multiple Fischer Prize finalist Partridge
Boswell of Vermont with Stick Up, and
Wisteria Deng of Connecticut with Past
Lives.

The Fischer Prize is awarded annually to
poets from around the country (or around
the world) writing in English. Past Fischer
winners include Anna Scotti, Michelle
Bitting, Devreaux Baker and Ja’net Danielo
of California, Mary Anne Crowe of New
Mexico, Wendy Videlock, Kyle Harvey, lill
Burkey and Rosemerry Wahtola Trommer
of Colorado, Jonathan Greenhouse of New
Jersey and Carlos Andrés Gomez then of
New York.

Rebecca Foust . Courtesy photo.

“Our national poetry contests are the pri-
mary way poets can help us support the
many poetry projects we do on Colorado’s
Western Slope,” said Talking Gourd Direc-
tor Art Goodtimes, “with the bonus that
one might also win a prize. Additionally,
we offer feedback on submissions, if de-
sired.” For more information on the Talk-
ing Gourds Poetry Program and its nation-
al Fischer and Cantor poetry contests, visit
<tellurideinstitute.org/talking-gourds>



http://www.tellurideinstitute.org/2024-fischer-cantor-prize-winning-poems
http://www.tellurideinstitute.org/2024-fischer-cantor-prize-winning-poems
http://tellurideinstitute.org/talking-gourds
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A Seniors Real Estate SpeC|al|st® (SRES®) is
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uniquely qualified to help you take the next step.

Trust a skilled professional to ease the anxiety of selling your home.

SRES® designees have unparalleled training and experience
in seniors real estate, including:

Helping you manage the financial and emotional challenges of

selling a long-held family home

Creating a customized plan to market and sell your property

Understanding your unique needs and creating a customized

?Ian to ensure your home meets those needs now and in the
uture

Utilizing specialized knowledge in reverse mortgages, 401(k)

accounts, and IRAs for your real estate transaction

Connecting you with their vast network of movers, attorneys,

home inspectors, and other experts to help you through the

process

g Hello, | am your SRES,

S RE Sf—_] Peg Evanoika, SRES REALTOR

Senior Real Estate ﬂ

Specialist
The Real Estate Store, www.the-res.com

‘lﬁ "RCEL'E.%.%‘E.S’IWCI\

Phone: (970) 209-3934
Email: realtor@pegevanoika.com



mailto:realtor@pegevanoika.com

The Montr ose Mirror

November 18, 2024

Page 69

COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS

MONTROSE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH BECOMES A RECONCILING CONGREGATION

Special to Art & Sol

MONTROSE— Montrose United Methodist
Church is excited to announce that, as of
October 27, 2024, we have officially be-
come a Reconciling Congregation.

This significant step affirms our commit-
ment to inclusivity and community for all
individuals, regardless of identity or back-
ground.

As part of this decision, we adopt the
following foundational statement:

“We celebrate God'’s gift of diversity and
value the wholeness made possible in
community equally shared and shepherd-
ed by all. We welcome and affirm people
of every gender identity, gender expres-
sion, and sexual orientation, who are also
of every age, race, ethnicity, physical and
mental ability, level of education, and
family structure, and of every economic,
immigration, marital, and social status,
and so much more. We acknowledge that
we live in a world of profound social, eco-
nomic, and political inequities. As follow-
ers of Jesus, we commit ourselves to the
pursuit of justice and pledge to stand in
solidarity with all who are marginalized
and oppressed.”

While Montrose United Methodist
Church has always been a welcoming
space, this affirmation reinforces our on-
going commitment to embrace all people.

Rev. Kevin Young shares, "This decision
underscores our gratitude for God’s love

OCTOBER 27, 2024 MONTROSE UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH BECOMES A RECONCILING CONGREGATION!

Montrose United Methodist Church has become a Reconciling Congregation.
Courtesy image MUMC.

for all.

The decision links our congregation to a
global network of Reconciling Congrega-
tions, communities and individuals who
share a vision and commitment to a world
of equity, inclusion, and intersectional

-

justice."

We invite everyone to join us for our Sun-
day services at 8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m., with
Sunday School at 9:45 a.m.

All are welcome to be part of our growing
and inclusive faith community.

Get The Mirror
delivered directly to
your email.
Sign up at
montrosemirror.com
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Women welcomed community members to
the annual Down Home Country Bazaar for
craft vendors, Coffee Shop, Bake Shop, Gran-
ny's Attic, lunch and fresh Georgia pecans on
Saturday, Nov. 16.

MAGIC CIRCLE THEATRE CELEBRATES FACADE REMODEL WITH RIBBON CUTTING

By Lisa Rediger

MONTROSE-Wednesday, November 13,
2024 was a beautiful fall afternoon, the fa-
mous “Colorado blue” sky clear, warming
sunshine beaming down on a crowd of Mag-
ic Circle Players sponsors, volunteers, and
patrons, as the ceremonial ribbon, signifying
the completion of a fagade remodel, was cut
by long-time board member, Judy Wind and
new board member, Rich Burt. The incep-
tion of this project was a donation made by
Magic Circle veterans, Tom Chamberlain and
Mark Smith, who had a vision for an exterior
that would transform the unremarkable

metal building into a distinguishable theatre.

The Board engaged the design services of
Gayla Warner and Erin Porteous, their en-
thusiasm translated into a vision of commu-
nity, welcome, warmth, and classic art deco
lines. Phil Motley, of Motley Architecture &
Design, and Stryker & Company Construc-
tion came on board, with Brian Stahlin and
Zane Brown managing the construction in
this multi-month endeavor. The City of
Montrose DART Fagade Improvement
Matching Grant was the launching point for
additional grants awarded by the El Pomar
Foundation and the Gates Family Founda-
tion, grants skillfully written by Margaret
McCaffrey. Magic Circle Board members
during the Fagade project (Allyson Crosby,
Kenny Easton, Kevin Innarelli, Renee Lee,
Kim Redman, Merrilee Robertson, Dru
Weaver, and Judy Wind) appointed a re-
model committee, Kenny Easton, David Ta-

Sponsors, volunteers, and patrons celebrate ribbon cutting. Courtesy photo Lisa Rediger.

bor, Lisa Rediger and Gayla Warner to guide
the decision making.

Montrose shouted its support with thou-
sands of dollars in donations- from the
“Sweeten the Pot” fundraiser, filling honey
jars with coins- to large donations, the pro-
ject was fully funded, and in no small part
that is due to the largesse of the patrons,
volunteers and community. With the fagade
being re-created, Montrose Signs (Michael
and Angel Cantanese) joined the upgrade
efforts, creating a masterpiece digital mar-

quee, made possible through the generosity
of the City of Montrose (Doug Glaspell and
Michelle Wingfield in attendance), DMEA/
Elevate (Steve Metheny in attendance),
Montrose Community Foundation and
Montrose Signs.

A building that was once mistaken for an
adult book store now stands as a signpost, a
work of art that announces, “The magic of
live theatre is here!”, while the magnificent
front doors extend the welcome, to one and
all to COME PLAY WITH US!
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Friday, Dec. 6th » 9:30am to 6pm
Saturday, Dec. 7th - 9am to 4pm
Sunday, Dec. 8th * 1T1lam to 4pm

Montrose County Fairgrounds Friendship Hall

For Vendor Information call
Debbie 970.531.2438 or email montrosefootwear@aol.com


http://www.montrosefootwear@aol.com

The Montrose Mirror November 18, 2024

Page 72

MIRROR CHURCH DIRECTORY

ALL SAINTS ANGLICAN CHURCH

Address: 2057 S. Townsend, Montrose, CO
81401.

Office Hours: By appointment.

Contact Information: (970) 249-2451
https:// www.allsaintsmontrose.org/ Rec-
tor: The Rev Preston Gordon, pgor-
don@allsaintsmontrose.org

Worship Service Times: Sundays 9AM,

BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH
Independent Baptist
112Main St.

P.O. Box 262

CELEBRATION CHURCH

Denomination: Southern Baptist Church
(SBC — Southern Baptist Convention)
Address: 2900 Sunnyside Road, Mont-
rose, CO 81401

Office Hours: By appointment

Phone: (970) 497-4925

Email: celebrationmontrose@gmail.com

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
Denomination: Christ Lutheran Montrose
Affiliation: Lutheran Church Missouri Syn-
od

Address: 1980 N. Townsend Ave., Mont-
rose, CO 81401

Contact: 970-633-0226

COMMUNITY SPIRIT CHURCH

United Church of Christ (UCC)

Address: 504 N. 1st Street (HAP Building)
Office hours: Call or text for appointment
Phone: 970-765-7070

Email: spirit@communityspiritucc.org

COVENANT HEBRAIC FELLOWSHIP
Denomination affiliation. No affiliation
Address Office hours N/A

Contact: 720-951-9941,
office@ccfmontrose.net,
www.ccfmontrose.net

Sunday Worship. Wednesdays 11AM, Mid-
week prayer and communion, Wednes-
day, Noon, Multi-denominational Commu-
nity Prayer Hour.

All Saints Anglican Church is an Evangelical
Anglican Church committed to the minis-
try of Word, Sacrament, and Spirit. Qur
music is a combination of traditional
hymns, contemporary, and modern songs.

Olathe, Co 81425

Tuesday-Friday Phone: 970-808-1021
www.biblebaptistchurcholathe.com
Pastor Gabe Skillo

Website: https://
celebrationmontrose.org/

Worship Service Times: 9am and 10:45am
Senior Pastor:

Pastor Brandon Mathis

Church Description/Mission: Celebration
Church makes disciples that make disci-
ples. Our core values include the Scrip-

Website: www.montroselutheran.org
Email: montroselutheran@gmail.com
Pastor: Tim Onnen

Worship: Sundays at 9 AM

Sunday School and Adult Bible Class at
10:15 AM; Women'’s Bible Study Fridays at
9 AM. At Christ Lutheran Montrose you will

Website: communityspiritucc.org

Current Pastor: Rev. Wendy Kidd

Worship service: Sundays at 11am
Mission: Our commitment to a more inclu-
sive and accepting world is steadfast, and
we will continue to work towards a future

Name of current Senior Pastor. Led by
elders

Worship service times. 10AM on Satur-
days with potluck at Noon. Children’s
Church will be offered as needed.
Covenant is a Hebraic roots community

We invite kids preschool and up to join
our kids worship time during the 9am Sun-
day service. We would love to welcome
you here. Following the service, join us for
snacks and conversation. On the third Sun-
day of the month we celebrate a potluck
meal together.

Vision: We see Jesus Christ restoring
hope: in us and in our world.

Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Sunday 10:30 a.m.

Sunday 6 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study/Prayer 7 p.m.

ture, discipleship, community, service,
prayer, love, and unity.

Demographics: Multi-generational
Celebration Kids: (age birth to 5 grade)
programs offered both services.

Student (middle & high school) at 9am.
Adult -Discipleship classes 8am and
10:45am.

find friendly people gathered in a welcom-
ing environment being comforted and en-
couraged by the forgiveness and love of
Jesus, and sharing that with one another.
We are a small congregation of seniors
and middle-aged, sprinkled with young
children and teenagers.

where everyone can live freely and au-
thentically.

Demographics: We are a small congrega-
tion of mostly adults and seniors, however,
we are always ready to welcome families
and children.

that studies the Torah as well as the rest of
Scripture. We learn about the Hebrew
roots of the language and believe that the
Lord's feasts are for today. We are pre-
dominantly made up of older folks, but
have some young blood, too.

Continued next pg


mailto:pgordon@allsaintsmontrose.org
mailto:pgordon@allsaintsmontrose.org
http://www.biblebaptistchurcholathe.com
https://celebrationmontrose.org/
https://celebrationmontrose.org/
http://www.montroselutheran.org
mailto:montroselutheran@gmail.com
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FIRST CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE Pastor: Buddy Cook disciples in Montrose Colorado and around
Denomination: Church of the Nazarene Services Sunday: Worship 10 AM, Adult the world.

Address: 705 South 12th Street Bible Study 11:30 AM Worship includes age Demographics: Our church consists of old-
Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 9 am- -appropriate children's ministry during er and younger people. We have younger
Noon and by Appointment adult worship. families with children and young teens and
Contact Information: Office Phone 970 249 Wednesday: Prayer Boot Camp - 7 PM older adults as well. We also support the
-9213, mncfirst@gmail.com, Mission Statement: Montrose First Church  work of Calvary Ranch Colorado and its
www.montrosenazarenechurch.org of the Nazarene exists to make Christlike addiction recovery ministry.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH Contact: 970-249-4732, in- support one another through spiritual
MONTROSE form@fpcmontrose.com, growth, worship, and service in our com-
Affiliation: Presbyterian www.fpcmontrose.com munity, country, and world. We also en-
Address: 1840 E Niagara Rd. Montrose Pastor: Rev. Dr. Jesse G. Mabanglo courage children and youth to grow their
CO. 81401 Office Hours: M-Thu 9AM - Worship Service times: 9:30AM, relationship with Christ through our chil-
12PM We strive to encourage, challenge and dren and student ministries.

HILLCREST CONGREGATIONAL UNITED Phone number: (970) 249-9047 on life's journey.

CHURCH OF CHRIST Email address: office@montroseucc.org Church demographics: HCUCC welcomes
Denomination affiliation: United Church  Website: montroseucc.org all ages to worship with

of Christ Current Pastor: Rev. Wendy Kidd us. (predominately family, youth, seniors,
Address: 611 South Hillcrest Drive, Mont-  Worship service times: Sunday, 10 a.m. singles)

rose, CO 81401 Hillcrest Congregational UCC is a welcom-  We offer inter-generational worship with
Office hours: By appointment ing, open and affirming church, open to all a children's "prayer-ground" and activity
Contact information: no matter who you are or where you are  packets. A cry room is also available.
MONTROSE MISSION OF THE ORTHODOX 81401 and Cimarron Creek Clubhouse. Church for Vespers, and we currently
CHURCH Worship Services: The Montrose Mission meet only on the third Sunday of each
Affiliation: Orthodox of the Orthodox Church meets every Sat-  month for Divine Liturgy in Montrose at

Meets: 2057 S. Townsend, Montrose, CO  urday night at 7 PM at All Saints Anglican ~ 9:30 AM at the Cimarron Creek clubhouse.

MONTROSE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH roseumc.org Christ. Our church family welcomes people
Denomination Affiliation: United Current Senior Pastor: Rev. Kevin Young from various cultural and faith back-
Methodist Worship service times: grounds: single, married, remarried, with
Address: 19 S. Park Avenue Montrose CO. 8:30 a.m. Sanctuary & Virtual or without children, from diapers to den-
81401 9:45 a.m. Christian Education & Fellowship tures.

Office Hours: M-Thu, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. 11 a.m. Sanctuary Wherever you are on your spiritual jour-
Contact Information: 970-249-3716, Montrose UMC is a leader in being fully ney we invite you to come discover hope,
office@montroseumc.org, mont- inclusive, loving, and just servants of joy, peace, purpose.

ROSEMONT BAPTIST CHURCH 10:45 AM. We also have Bible Study for All matter what stage of life they are in.
Affiliation: Southern Baptist Ages Sunday mornings at 9:15 AM. We Children's services: We have a fun Sunday
Address: 1598 E. Niagara Road, Montrose, provide a professionally-staffed nursery School for children from four years old
CO 81401 throughout both. through youth. We provide Children's
Office Hours: Tues-Thurs, 9am-4pm Rosemont Baptist's desire is to passionate- Church during the Sunday Worship Ser-
Contact information: ly bring people face-to-face with the life-  vices where children four years old
Phone: 970.249.4887 changing power of Jesus Christ. through 9 years can learn to be worship-
website: www.RosemontBaptist.org We are a multigenerational church from pers of Jesus.

email: office@rosemontbaptist.org different walks of life who love Jesus, love ~ We provide a nursery for children under
Senior Pastor: Rolland Kenneson each other, and love our community. Eve-  four years old with paid staff providing
Worship Service Times: Our engaging and ryone comes dressed in whatever is com-  excellent care during Sunday Morning Bi-
relevant Sunday Worship Service is at fortable. We love meeting new people no  ble Study and Worship Service.

Continued next pg
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SPIRITUAL AWARENESS CENTER
Denomination affiliation: Independent
Spiritual and Interfaith Community
Address: Services at Lions Park Communi-
ty Building, 602 N. Nevada, Montrose
Office hours: Tues-Fri, 9 am to 4 pm,
Home Office — 970-252-0908

Contact information: Rev. Dr. Arlyn Mac-
donald,

970-252-0908, arlyn@spiritaware.org,
www.spiritaware.org

Name of current pastor: Rev. Dr. Arlyn

ST. STEPHEN'S ANGLICAN CHURCH
Denomination: Anglican-Reformed
Episcopal Church (REC)

Address: 2405 Sunnyside Road, Montrose
970-249-4868

Contact: ststeghensmont-

SUMMIT CHURCH OF MONTROSE:
Denomination affiliation: Southern Baptist
Address: 10977 60.75 Rd. Montrose, CO
81403

Office hours: Varies

Contact information:
email:summitchurchmontrose@gmail.com

website:
www.summitchurchmontrose.org
Senior Pastor: Interim Pastor

VICTORY BAPTIST CHURCH

OF MONTROSE

Denomination Affiliation: Independent

Baptist

Address: 2890 N Townsend Ave., Mont-
rose, CO 81401

Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8am-12pm
Contact Information: Phone (970) 249-

Church Directory

Mirror Editorial Staff

MONTROSE-As a way of serving the faith
community in Montrose, the Montrose
Mirror is in the process of establishing a
Church Directory. If your congregation or
fellowship would like to be included in
the directory, please supply the following

Macdonald, Senior minister; Rev. Ruby
Salaz,

Assistant Minister. Spiritual Counseling
available.

Worship service times: In-person Sunday
Unity Service at 11 a.m., (Social Time be-
gins at 10 a.m.); Quiet Meditation at 10:30
a.m. Virtual Afternoon Service on Zoom at
2:00 p.m., 2™ Sunday of each month; Chai
Chats, a Wednesday morning midweek
informal spiritual gathering at 10:30 a.m.
at Pun Hill Himalayan Restaurant, Mont-

rose@yahoo.com

www.ststephensmontrose.com

Rev. Dec. Garrett Agajanian

St. Stephen's is a community of caring
Christians rooted in the godly traditions of
the past, focused on the challenges of the

Worship service times: Sunday Worship is
at 9 a.m. followed by a time of fellowship
and snacks.

Beginning Sept. 8 we will have a family
Bible study, "Who's in Charge?" following
fellowship from 10:45-11:30 a.m. All fami-
ly members are welcome.

During the Sunday sermon we offer
teaching for children ages birth to kinder-
garten, in a kid-friendly room called Base

6874; email at info@vbcmontrose.org;
website: vbcmontrose.org

Current Pastor: Roland Kassales
Worship Service Times: Sunday School at
9:30am, Sunday AM Service at 10:30am,
Sunday PM Service at 6pm, Wednesday
Night Service at 6:30pm (all services in-
clude childcare)

information to the Montrose Mirror:
Name of church

Denomination affiliation

Address Office hours

Contact information (phone number,
email address, website)

Name of current Senior Pastor
Worship service times

rose; Everyone is welcome. The Spiritual
Awareness Center is an interfaith spiritual
community welcoming spiritual seekers
and people of all faiths, providing a safe
place to explore and nurture the individu-
al’s unique connection to the Divine
through Unity services, classes, family and
community projects. People of all ages are
welcome.

There are currently no Sunday School or
nursery services provided but craft sup-
plies are available for youth.

present, hopeful for the future, continuing
in the Faith once delivered to the saints,
using the 1928 Book of Common Prayer.
Sunday: Holy Communion10 am.
Fellowship following service.

Children’s nursery available (unstaffed).

Camp.

We have communion on the first Sunday
of each month and meet later in the day
for a potluck dinner at 5:30 p.m., followed
by a prayer session at 6:30 p.m.

Please visit https://

www.summitchurchmontrose.org/events

for more information.
Summit Church welcomes people of all
ages!

Victory Baptist Church exists to exalt God,
edify saints, and evangelize the lost.
Demographics: Victory Baptist serves eve-
ryone with age-appropriate classes,
groups, and activities. Families with chil-
dren make up the majority of VBC with
young adults, singles, middle-aged cou-
ples, and seniors comprising the rest.

Please give a one sentence description of
your church and its mission in the Mont-
rose community.

Brief description of your current church
demographics (predominately family,
youth, seniors, singles).

Do your church services include Sunday
School and childcare?


mailto:arlyn@spiritaware.org
mailto:email%3Asummitchurchmontrose@gmail.com
http://www.summitchurchmontrose.org
https://www.summitchurchmontrose.org/events
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New Champion

Home

{—= 1155 SF ?
3 Bedroom/ 2 Bathroom ) "

. Lovely open concept home ¢

Kitchen Island with High !
Top Bar

Stainless Steel Appliances

. Large walk-in closet in
primary bedroom
Split Floor Plan

. 8x8 matching shed

‘ If you’re looking for your
Home Sweet Home,

i

.
."V’l

now is a great time to

purchase that home at
Cimarron Creek!

' We have fantastic deals on
- all our model homes and

Where Quality Meets Affordability only $1,000 down will
hold a home for you!

Vel Our community offers large open common

o al areas, scenic walk paths, playground, | Schedule a Tour Today! 2

community center, dog parks, RV storage, : Li fda  LIKE US ON

and on-site management, | FASBEe  FACEBOOK
RN, 00000 U ooy 0 SONNNNY
970-249-0493 MONDAY-SATURDAY 8 AMTO5PM 901 6530 RD MONTROSE, CO 81401 |

MANAGER@CIMARRONCREEKCOMMUNITY.COM k’ "‘
WWW CIMARRONCREEKCOMMUNITY COM ”

T —


http://www.cimarroncreekcommunity.com/
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COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS

THE 4TH ANNUAL FESTIVAL OF TREES SPARKLES WITH HOPE TO SUPPORT PEER KINDNESS

Scenes from the Third Annual Festival of Trees. Courtesy photos.

Special to Art & Sol

MONTROSE— Twinkling lights and tinsel
will serve a greater purpose this winter as
the Fourth Annual Festival of Trees re-
turns to turn holiday décor into hope to
support PEER Kindness’s mission of reduc-
ing bullying in schools.

The Mountain Group, Keller Williams Re-
alty Southwest Associates, LLC., in part-
nership with the Monroe Group, is proud
to host another year of this festive fund-
raiser. Each year local businesses and or-
ganizations are invited to sponsor or do-
nate a tree or wreath as part of a silent
auction that benefits the non-profit, PEER
Kindness.

PEER Kindness is dedicated to reducing
incidents of bullying by increasing aware-
ness among school-aged youth. Their mis-
sion is to work in partnership with schools,
businesses/community leaders, families,
and youth to reduce bullying and to foster
a PEER (Positive, Encouraging, Empathetic,
and Respectful) stance.

The bidding for this year’s event starts on

Friday, Nov. 29 until Saturday, Dec. 7. The
trees and event are being held inside the
Beaumont Hotel Ballroom located at 505
Main Street in Ouray.

The Main Festival of Trees Event is hap-
pening on Saturday, Dec. 7 from 11 a.m.
to 8 p.m. There are festivities happening
throughout the day in Ouray for the annu-
al Yule Celebration with a holiday parade
at 6 p.m. on Main Street. Bidding on trees
will end at 8 p.m. and winners will be an-
nounced soon after. Community members
are invited to stop by for refreshments
and to view and bid on trees.

“Each year we are thrilled at the oppor-
tunity to host this fundraiser for such an
amazing cause,” said Beckie Pendergrass,
Owner/Realtor for the Mountain Group,
Keller Williams Realty Southwest Associ-
ates, LLC. “It’s a fantastic event with a
chance to give back while bidding on some
of the most spectacularly decorated trees
on display. It’s an opportunity to spotlight
the amazing work that PEER Kindness
does to create safe and inclusive environ-

|u

ments for all.
This year there is also a Festival of Trees
Special Event happening on Thursday,

Dec. 5 from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. There is a
chance to mingle with the Festival of Trees
Sponsors, members of the Peer Kindness
Team and more. Refreshments will be
served. For organizations sponsoring or
donating a tree, decorating will happen on
Nov. 25 from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. and on Nov.
26 and 27 from 11a.m. to 5 p.m.

If you are interested in sponsoring or do-
nating a tree for this year’s festival or have
questions, please contact Beckie Pender-
grass at 970.275.1256, Deanna Jakino at
970.749.0770, or Mark Monroe at
970.596.0770. All trees that are being do-
nated will be decorated on Nov. 25, 26,
and 27. Winners of the trees can pick
them up Monday, December 9 from the
Ballroom of the Beaumont Hotel in

Ouray.

For more information, visit moun-
taingroupproperties.com/festival-of-
trees.



https://www.peerkindness.net/
http://mountaingroupproperties.com/festival-of-trees
http://mountaingroupproperties.com/festival-of-trees
http://mountaingroupproperties.com/festival-of-trees

328 E. Main St. » Montrose, CO
970-249-8323
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*Aloohol [nk Ornaments
Thursdag, DecemberS 5 30 7:30pm

—_— Make ita Pamt’ﬁg
Have fun wuth us'

/\/

with Kate Burke

Make some for yourself or a special gift. Give (or gift) a class for family and
friends. Everything provided, including ornaments, inks, metllics, glitter,
decals, all tools and detailed instructions. Includes a snack and a drink.

Mozgaic Montroge

2| N.Cagscade Avenue

Group discount when you register for 6 or more on same ticket. )

Register at https://kathrynrburke.com/product/120524M ==} .

(=13 2 [=]
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Brought to you by the Professionals at RE/MAX Alpine View

970-209-0032 970-209-7710
970-209-1430 Aaron Tobler............. 970-275-0780

970-270-3284 Steve Zahnhiser........970-765-1719 . 'f\
970-275-4189 Cheryl Larsen 970-596-8801 4 . A
970-209-2548 Vicki Jones 970-209-3018 \ y ot

970-209-1956 Office 970-249-6658

1563 Ogden Rd Montrose, CO 81401 RE/MAX

Trust Success! We do Real Estate RIGHT! ALPINE VIEW

SAVE THE DATE! LOCAL EVENTS CALENDAR

RE/MAX

ONGOING-

HEALING COLLECTIVE OF WESTERN COLORADO-Every 1st and 3rd Tuesday of the month from 12-1pm the Healing Collective
of Western Colorado meets at 220 N Stough Ave. It is open to all wellness providers in the area who would like to collaborate
with and learn from other local practitioners.

MONTROSE FARMERS MARKET (970) 249 0705 Centennial Plaza, 433 S. 1st St. Montrose, CO 81401
www.valleyfoodpartnership.org. Year-Round Farmers Market, Saturdays 9am-1pm (Summer), every other Saturday 10am-
1pm (Winter). Accepts SNAP and Double Up Food Bucks.

MONTROSE CENTER FOR ARTS FIRST FRIDAY-New Art Exhibit opening with featured artists.4:30 - 7 pm First Friday of every
month. 11 S Park Ave., Montrose. Free Admission. For more information: 970-787-9428 or info@mc4arts.com

MONTROSE ALTRUSA-1st Tuesday of the month Program meeting; 2nd Tuesday of the month committee meeting; 3rd Tues-
day of the month Business meeting. Meetings are held at the Field House on the corner of Colorado Avenue and Rio Grande
Avenue at Noon.

FREE THINKERS meet 1st Sunday of the month for information call 970 417-4183

BOSOM BUDDIES BREAST CANCER SUPPORT GROUP, Wednesdays noon-12:45, 645 S. 5th Street

MONTROSE HISTORICAL SOCIETY meets 1st Wednesday of the month @ Montrose Events Center, 1036 No 7th Street 7

pm (970) 249-2085 www.montrosehistory.org

MONTROSE AREA WOODTURNERS Montrose Area Woodturners meet second Saturdays 9 am. Chapter of the American As-
sociation of Woodturners. For location and information contact: Al Head 970-209-0981 or aheadaviation@outlook.com
NURSE FAMILY PARTNERSHIP-Breastfeeding Support Group on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of every month. An infant scale will
also be available to check your baby's weight. Breastfeeding Support Group (Bring your questions and your family!) Mont-
rose County Event Center (1036 North 7th Street Room 3) 10am - 12pm. Questions? Please call 970-252-5015.

BINGO EVERY FRIDAY, SATURDAY, SUNDAY at 7pm at the American Legion Post 24 Olathe doors open at 5:30. Sunday Bingo
will start at 1:30pm. More info call Tom 970 260 8298.

THE MONTROSE GENEALOGY CENTER at 700 E. Main St. is now open Wednesday and Thursday afternoons, 1-4 p.m. or call
for an appointment: 970-240-1755. Free help and resources for your family history research.” (The center is sponsored by
the non-profit organization, Fore-Kin Trails Genealogical Society.)

MONTHLY

Nov.20-It’s Potpourri Night! Please join us for three short presentations including Hawaiian Petroglyphs, Champion Mines
above Ouray and Chipeta Archaeology Society history. Nov. 20 at 7pm at the United Methodist Church 19 S Park Avenue
Montrose. Free.

Nov. 22-Black Canyon Boys & Girls Club Crab Crack fundraiser will be 6-9pm on Nov. 22. Dors open 5:30pm. For information
and tickets click here.

Nov. 23-The San Juan Weavers Guild presents its 46th annual Show and Sale Saturday, Nov. 23, at the Ute Museum, 17253
Chipeta Rd., in Montrose, CO, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Guild members offer their handmade items for sale, providing unusual
and distinctive gifts for the holiday season. Educational opportunities include demonstrations and hands-on experience for
all ages, as well as displays of guild projects. Admission to the sale is free, and the facility is wheelchair-accessible.

Nov. 28-Montrose Community Dinners-Friendship Hall, Noon to 3pm.

Nov. 29-30-Basement Boutique Craft Show 9am-4pm Montrose Pavilion Event Center.

Dec. 7-City of Montrose Annual Parade of Lights, the illuminated tour of historic Main Street, begins at 5:30 p.m.

Dec. 13-Community Creche Festival, 4-8pm. Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, 1521 South Hillcrest Drive. All are
welcome to join us.
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BLUE RIBBON BAR-B-CUE UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP

Mirror staff photos
MONTROSE-The excellent Blue Ribbon

Tyler plans to keep the delicious mobile
meal unit open through the winter too-

and he is taking orders for Thanksgiving
as well.

Follow them on Facebook to learn more!

he Church Down the Street, published pre-COVID, peers into the
worship services of more than 70 churches, some of which have a
weekly attendance of less than 10.

Organized in a topical format (Hospitality, Program & Source Material,

the Music, Meditations & Invitations, and The Message}, the author uses an

. unbiased approach to allow readers to experience the worship service as
seen through the eyes of a reporter.

3 'weet The Church Down the Street contains anecdotes and stories from the

actual worship services and asks thought-provoking questions that
B of a u.P(,ymr, allow readers to draw their own conclusions.

15 seen through the eyes
Readers will:
+ See strengths and weaknesses in the worship service
+ Re-evaluate hospitality toward visitors

» Become more aware of source material used in the worship service
« Compare and contrast music presentations and selections
« Discern the value and content of the sermon.

Gail Marvel’s book, ’g.
The Church Down the Street, is 4
available online at Amazon.com ¥
and wingedpublications.com. ' ,
GAIL MARVEL |
il

Montrose Author ¢ Reporter
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